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the  ad  of  July,  we  fleered  from  Samga- 

Y noodha>  with  a gentle  breeze  at  fouth-fouth- 
eaft,  to  the  northward,  and  met  with  nothing  to  ob- 
Vol.  Ill, — n°  i 2.  B ° 


2 A VOYAGE  TO  THE 

ftrudt  us  in  that  courfe.  Fdr,  on  the  one  fide,  the 
life  of  Oonalalhka  trended  fouth-weft ; and,  on 
the  other,  no  land  was  vifible  in  a diredtion  more 
northerly  than  north-eaft ; all  which  land  was 
a continuation  of  the  fame  groupe  of  iflands 
that  we  had  fallen  in  with  on  the  25th  of 
the  preceding  month.  That  which  is  fituated 
before  Samgahoodha,  and  conftitutes  the  north- 
eaftern  fide  of  the  palfage  through  which  we 
came,  is  denominated  Oonella,  and  its  cir- 
cumference is  about  leven  leagues.  Another 
iQand,  lying  to  the  north- eaftward  of  it,  bears 
the  name  of  Acootan ; it  is  confiderably  fuperior 
in  fize  to  Oonella,  and  has  in  it  feme  very  lofty 
mountains,  which  were,  at  this  time,  covered 
with  fnow.  It  appeared,  that  we  might  have 
paffed  with  great  fafety  between  thefe  two  iflands 
and  the  continent,  whofe  fouth-weftern  point 
opened  off  the  north-eaftern  point  of  Acootan, 
and  proved  to  be  the  fame  point  of  land  that  we 
had  difeerned  when  we  left  the  coafl  of  the  con- 
tinent, the  25th  of  June/  to  go  without  the 
iflands.  It  is  termed  Oonemak  by  the  natives'* 
and  isfituate  in  the  longitude  of  192*  jo'eaft,  and 
in  the  latitude  of  54°  30' north.  Over  the  cape, 
which,  of  itfelf,  is  high  land,  there  is  a round 
elevated  mountain,  at  prefent  covered  with  fnow. 
This  mountain  bore  eaft  2°  north,  at  fix  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon  ; and,  two  hours  afterwards,  no 
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land  was  to  be  feen.  Concluding,  therefore,  that 
the  coaft  of  the  continent  had  now  inclined  to 
the  north -eaft  ward,  we  fleered  the  fame  courfe, 
till  one  o’clock  the  following  morning,  when  the 
watch  ftationed  upon  deck  imagined  they  faw 
land  ahead.  Upon  this  we  wore,  and,  for  the 
fpace  of  about  two  hours,  flood  towards  the 
fouth-weft  ■,  after  which  we  refumed  our  courfe 
to  the  eaft-north-eaft.  At  fix  we  difcovered  land 
a-head,  at  the  diflance  of  about  five  leagues,  bear- 
ing fouth-eaft.  As  we  advanced  we'  defcried 
more  and  more  land,  the  whole  of  which  was 
connefted.  At  twelve  o’clock,  we  obferved  that 
it  extended  from  fouth-fouth-wefl  to  eaft,  the 
part  neareft  to  us  being  five  or  fix  leagues  diflant. 
Our  longitude,  at  this  time,  was  i iB'  eaft, 
and  our  latitude  55°  i\>  north.  At  fix  in  the 
afternoon,  we  founded,  and  found  a bottom  of 
black  land  at  the  depth  of  forty-eight  fathoms. 
We  were  now  four  leagues  from  the  land  ; and 
the  eaftern  part  in  fight  was  in  the  direction  of 

eaft-fouth-eaft,  appearing  as  an  elevated  round 
hummock. 

On  Saturday  the  4th,  at  eight  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  we  faw  the  coaft  from  fouth-fouth-weft, 
and  eaft  by  fouth  ; and,  at  intervals,  we  could 
difcern  high  land,  covered  with  fnow,  behind  it. 
Not  long  after  we  had  a calm;  and  being  in 
thirty  fathoms  water,  we  caught,  with  hook  and 
line,  a good  number  of  excellent  cod.  At  twelve 
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we  had  an  eafterly  breeze  and  clear  weather  j 
at  which  time  we  found  ourfelves  about  fix  leagues 
from  the  land*  which  extended  from  fouth  by 
Well  to  eaft  by  fouth  •,  and  the  hummock,  feen 
the  preceding  evening,  bore  fouth-weft  by  fouth, 
at  the  diftance  of  nine  or  ten  leagues.  A great 
hollow  fwell  from  the  weft-fouth-weftward,  con- 
vinced us,  that  there  was  no  main  land,  in  that 
direction,  near  us.  We  fteered  a northerly  courfe 
till  fix  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  wind, 
veering  to  the  fouth-eaft,  enabled  us  to  fleer  eaft- 
north-eaft.  The  coaftlay  in  this  dire&ion,  and, 
at  twelve  o’clock  on  the  following  day,  was  at 
the  diftance  of  about  four  leagues. 

We  made  but  little  progrefs  on  the  6th  and 
7th,  as  the  wind  was  northerly.  In  the  evening 
of  the  latter  day,  about  eight  o’clock,  the  depth 
of  water  was  nineteen  fathoms,  and  we  were 
three  or  four  leagues  from  the  coaft,  which,  on 
Wednefday  the  8th,  extended  from  fouth-fouth- 
weft  to  eafl  by  north,  and  was  all  low  land,  with 
a ridge  of  mountains,  covered  with  lnow,  behind 
it.  It  is  not  improbable,  that  this  low  coaft  ex- 
tends to  a confiderable  diftance  towards  the  fouth- 
weft  s and  that  thofe  places  which  we  fometimes 
fuppofed  to  be  inlets  or  bays,  are  nothing  more 
than  vallies  between  the  mountains.  This  day 
we  put  our  hooks  and  lines  over,  and  caught 
plenty  of  fine  cod. 
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On  the  9th,  in  the  morning,  having  a breeze 
at  north-weft,  we  fleered  eaft  by  north,  in  order 
to  make  a nearer  approach  to  the  coaft.  At 
noon,  we  were  at  the  diftance  of  about  two  leagues 
from  the  land,  which  was  obferved  to  extend 
from  fouth  by  eaft  to  eaft-north-eaft ; being  all  a 
low  coaft,  with  points  projecting  in  feveral  places, 
which,  from  the  deck,  had  the  appearance  of 
idands;  but,  from  the  maft-head,  we  faw  that 
low  land  connected  them.  We  were  now  in  the 
longitude  of  201°  33'  eaft,  and  in  the  latitude 
of  570  49'  north.  In  this  fituation,  our  found- 
ings were  fifteen  fathoms,  over  a bottom  of  fine 
black  fand. 

In  advancing  towards  the  north-eaft,  we  had 
found  that  the  depth  of  water  gradually  decreafed, 
and  the  coaft  trended  more  and  more  northerly. 
But  we  obferved,  that  the  ridge  of  mountains 
behind  it,  continued  to  lie  in  the  fame  direction 
as  thofe  that  were  more  wefterly;  fo  that  the  ex- 
tent of  the  low  land,  between  the  coaft  and  the 
foot  of  the  mountains,  infenftbly  increafed.  Both, 
the  low  and  high  grounds  were  totally  deftiture 
of  wood ; but  were  apparently  covered  with  3 
green  turf,  the  mountains  excepted,  which  were 
involved  in  fnow. 

As  we  proceeded  along  the  coaft  with  a light 
wefterly  breeze,  the  water  fhoaled  gradually  from 
fifteen  to  ten  fathoms,  though  we  were  eight  or 
ten  miles  diftant  from  the  fhore.  About  eight 
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o clock  in  the  evening,  a lofty  mountain,  which 
had  been  fome  time  within  fight,  bore  fouth-eaft 
by  eaft,  at  the  diftance  of  twenty-one  leagues. 
Several  other  mountains,  forming  a part  of  the 
fame  chain,  and  much  further  diftant,  bore  eaft 
o°  north.  The  coaft  was  feen  to  extend  as  far 
as  north-eaft  half  north,  where  it  feemed  to  ter- 
minate in  a point,  beyond  which  it  was  both  our 
hope  and  expectation,  that  it  would  affume  a 
more  eafterly  direction.  But,  not  long  after- 
wards, we  perceived  low  land,  that  extended 
from  behind  this  point,  as  far  as  north-weft  by 
weft,  where  it  was  loft  in  the  horizon;  and  be- 
hind it  we  difeerned  high  land,  appearing  in  hills 
detached  from  each  other.  Thus  the  fine  pro- 
fpedt  we  had  of  getting  to  the  northward  vanifhed 
in  an  inftant.  We  ftood  on  till  nine  o’clock, 
and  then  the  point  before-mentioned  was  about 
one  league  diftant,  bearing  north-eaft  half  eaft. 
Behind  the  point  is  a river,  which,  at  its  en- 
trance, feemed  to  be  a mile  in  breadth.  The 
water  appeared  fomewhat  difeo loured,  as  upon 
ihoals  ; but  a calm  would  have  given  it  a fimilar 
afpedt.  It  feemed  to  take  a winding  direction, 
thiough  the  extenfive  flat  which  lies  between  the 
chain  of  mountains  towards  the  fouth-eaft,  and 
the  hills  to  the  north- wcftwtfrd.  It  doubtlefs 

abounds  with  falmon,  as  many  of  thole  fifh  were 
feen  leaping  in  the  fea  before  the  entrance,  and 
fome  were  found  in  the  maws  of  cod  that  we  had 
* caught. 
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caught.  The  mouth  of  this  river,  which  we 
diftinguifhed  by  the  appellation  of  Briftol  River, 
is  fituated  in  the  longitude  of  201°  55'  eaft,  and 
in  the  latitude  of  58°  27'  north. 

At  day- break,  on  the  10th,  we  made  fail  to 
the  weft-fouth-weft:,  with  a light  breeze  at  north- 
eaft.  About  eleven  o’clock,  thinking  that  the 
coaft  towards  the  north-weft  terminated  in  a point, 
bearing  north-weft  by  weft,  the  Commodore 
fleered  for  that  point,  having  ordered  the  Dif- 
covery  to  keep  a-head.  But,  before  that  veftel 
had  run  a mile,  fhe  made  a fignal  for  fhoal  water. 
At  that  very  time  we  had  the  depth  of  feven  fa- 
thoms ; and  before  we  could  get  the  head  of  our 
fhip  the  other  way,  we  had  lefs  than  five  : but 
the  Difcovery’s  foundings  were  lefs  than  four  fa- 
thoms. We  now  flood  back  to  the  north-eaft, 
three  or  four  miles  j but  obferving  that  there  was 
a ftrong  tide  fetting  to  the  weft-fouth-weft,  that 
is,  towards  the  fhoal,  we  brought  the  fhips  to 
anchor  in  about  ten  fathoms,  over  a fandy  bot- 
tom. Two  hours  after  we  had  caft  anchor, 
the  water  had  fallen  upwards  of  two  feet ; which 
proved,  that  it  was  the  tide  of  ebb  that  came 
from  Briftol  River. 

In  the  afternoon,  at  four  o’clock,  the  wind  hav- 
ing fhifted  to  the  fouth-weft,  we  weighed  and 
made  fail  towards  the  fouth,  feveral  boats  being 
occupied  a-head  in  founding.  Having  palled 
over  the  fouth- end  of  the  fhoal,  in  fix  fathoms 
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water,  wc  afterwards  got  into  thirteen  and  fifteen ; 
in  which  laft  depth  we  let  go  our  anchors  again, 
between  eight  and  nine  in  the  evening;  fome 
part  of  the  chain  of  mountains,  on  the  fouth- 
eaftern  fhore,  being  in  fight,  and  bearing  fouth- 
eaft  half  fouth  ; and  the  moll  wefterly  land  on 
the  other  fhore  bearing  north-weft.  In'  the  courfe 
of  this  day,  we  had  defcried  high  land,  which 
bore  north  6o°  weft,  and  which  we  fuppofed  to 
be  about  twelve  leagues  diftant.  V 

We  weighed  anchor  the  next  morning,  at  two 
o’clock,  with  a gentle  breeze  at  fouth-weft  by 
weft,  and  plied  to  windward  till  nine;  when 
judging  the  flood-tide  to  be  now  againft  us,  we 
anchored  in  twenty-four  fathoms  water.  At  one 
in  the  afternoon,  the  fog,  which  had  this  morn,- 
ing  prevailed,  difperfing,  and  the  tide  becoming 
favourable,  we  weighed  again,  and  plied  to  the 
fouth-weftward.  Towards  the  evening,  the  wind 
was  extremely  variable,  and  we  had  fome  thun- 
der : we  had  heard  none  before,  from  the  time 
of  our  arrival  on  the  coaft;  and  that  which  we 
now  heard  was  at  a great  diftance.  The  wind 
fettling  again  in  the  louth-weft  quarter,  in  the 
morning  of  Sunday  the  ieth,  we  ftcered  a north- 
weft  courfe,  and,  at  ten  o’clock,  law  the  conti- 
nent. At  mid-day,  it  extended  from  north-eaft 
by  north  to  north-north-weft  a quarter  weft;  and 
an  elevated  hill  appeared  in  the  dirc&ion  of  north- 
noith-weft,  nine  or  ten  leagues  diftant.  This 
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was  found  to  be  an  ifland,  to  which,  on  account 
of  its  figure.  Captain  Cook  gave  the  name  of 
Round  Ifland.  It  flands  in  the  latitude  of  58° 
y,'  north,  and  the  longitude  of  200°  61  eaft,  and 
is  feven  miles  diftant  from  the  continent.  At 
nine  in  the  evening,  having  fleered  a northerly 
courfe  to  within  three  leagues  of  the  fhore,  we 
tacked  in  fourteen  fathoms  water,  the  extremi- 
ties  of  the  coafl  bearing  eaft-fouth-eaf^  half  eaft, 
and  weft. 

The  wind  now  veered  to  the  north-weft,  and 
enabled  us  to  ftreteh  along  the  fhore,  till  two  the 
next  morning,  when  we  fuddenly  got  into  fix  fa- 
thoms water,  being  then  fix  miles  from  the  land. 
After  we  had  edged  off  a little,  our  depth  of  wa- 
ter gradually  increafed  ; and,  at  twelve  o’clock, 
our  foundings  were  twenty  fathoms.  Round 
Ifland,  at  this  time,  bore  north  50  eaft  and  the 
weftern  extreme  of  the  coafl  was  feven  leagues 
diftant,  bearing  north  160  weft.  It  is  an  elevat- 
ed point,  to  which  the  appellation  of  Calm  Point 
was  given,  from  our  having  calm  weather  while 
we  were  off  it.  To  the  north-weftward  ofRound 
Ifland,  we  difcerned  two  or  three  hillocks,  which 
had  an  infular  appearance ; and  perhaps  they  may 
be  iflands,  for  we  had  but  a diftant  profpe<5t  of 
this  particular  part  of  the  coafl. 

We  advanced  but  flowly  on  the  14th  and  15th, 
having  little  wind,  and,  at  times,  a very  thick 
fog.  Our  foundings  were  from  twenty-fix  to 
2 four- 
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fourteen  fathoms  ; and  we  had  pretty  good  fuc- 
cefs  in  fifhing,  for  we  caught  plenty  of  cod,  and 
fome  flat  filh.  On  Thurfday  the  1 6th,  at  five 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  the  fog  clearing  up,  we 
found  ourfelves  nearer  the  fhore  than  we  expect- 
ed. Calm  Point  bore  north  720  eaft,  and  a point 
about  eight  leagues  from  it,  in  a wefterly  direc- 
tion, bore  north  30  eaft,  only  three  miles  diftant. 
Betwixt  thefe  two  points,  the  coaft  forms  a bay, 
in  feveral  parts  of  which  the  land  could  fcarcely 
be  feen  from  the  maft-head.  There  is  another 
bay  on  the  north-weftem  fide  of  the  laft-men- 
tioned  point,  between  it  and  a high  promon- 
tory, which  now  bore  north  36°  wreft,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  fixteen  miles.  About  nine  o’clock.  Cap- 
tain Cook  difpatched  Lieutenant  Williamfon  to 
this  promontory,  with  orders  to  go  afhore,  and 
obferve  what  direction  the  coaft  affumed  beyond 
it,  and  what  was  the  produce  of  the  country  j 
which,  when  viewed  from  the  fhips,  had  but  a 
fleril  afpeft.  We  here  found  the  flood-tide  fet- 
ting  ftrongly  towards  the  north-weft,  along  the 
coaft.  At  twelve  o’clock,  it  was  high  water,  and, 
we  caft  anchor  at  the  diftance  of  twelve  miles 
from  the  fhore,  in  twenty-four  fathoms  water.  In 
the  afternoon,  about  five,  the  tide  beginning  to 
make  in  our  favour,  we  weighed,  and  drove  with 
it,  there  being  no  wind. 

Mr.  Williamfon,  at  his  return,  reported,  that 
hr  had  landed  on  rite  point,  and,  having  afcendcd 
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the  moft  elevated  Kill,  found,  that  the  moll  dis- 
tant part  of  the  coaft  in  fight  was  nearly  in  a 
northerly  direction.  He  took  poffeflion  of  the 
country  in  the  name  of  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
and  left  on  the  hill  a bottle,  containing  a paper, 
on  which  the  names  of  our  fhips,  and  of  their 
commanders,  and  the  date  of  the  difcovery,  were 
infcribed.  The  promontory,  which  he  named 
Cape  Newenham,  is  a rocky  point,  of  conflde- 
rable  height]  and  Bands  in  the  longitude  of  1 970 
361  eaft,  and  in  the  latitude  of  58°  42'  north. 
Over  it,  or  within  it,  two  lofty  hills  rife  one  be- 
hind the  other ; of  which  the  innermoft,  or  eaft- 
ernmoft,  is  the  higheft.  The  country,  as  far  as 
Mr.  Williamfon  could  difcern,  produces  not  a 
Angle  tree  or  fhrub.  The  hills  were  naked  ; but, 
on  the  lower  grounds,  there  grew  grafs  and  plants 
of  various  kinds,  very  few  of  which  were  at  this 
time  in  flower.  He  met  with  no  other  animals 
than  a doe  and  her  fawn,  and  a dead  fea-horfe  or 
cow  that  lay  upon  the  beach.  Of  the  latter  ani- 
mals we  had  lately  feen  a conflderable  number. 

1 

The  coaft,  as  we  have  already  mentioned,  af- 
fuming  a northerly  diredtion  from  Cape  Newen- 
ham, that  cape  is  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
extenfive  bay  and  gulph,  fituate  before  the  river 
Briftol,  which,  in  honour  of  the  Admiral  Earl  of 
Briftol,  received  from  the  Commodore  the  de- 
nomination of  Briftol  Bay.  Cape  Ooneemak 
forms  the  fouthern  limit  of  this  bay  ; and  is 
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eighty- two  leagues  diftant,  in  the  diredlion  of 
fouth-fouth-weft,  from  Cape  Newenham. 

A light  breeze  arifing  about  eight  o’clock  in 
the  evening,  and  fettling  at  fouth-fouth-eaft,  we 
fleered  to  the  north-weft,  and  north-north -weft, 
round  Cape  Newenham ; which,  at  twelve  the 
following  day,  was  four  leagues  diftant,  bearing 
fouth  by  eaft.  Our  foundings,  at  this  time,  were 
feventeen  fathoms ; the  moft  advanced  land  to- 
wards the  north  bore  north  30°  eaft ; and  the 
neareft  part  of  the  coaft  was  three  leagues  and  a 
half  diftant.  During  the  whole  afternoon,  there 
was  but  little  wind  ; fo  that,  by  ten  o’clock  in 
the  evening,  we  had  only  proceeded  three  leagues 
on  a northerly  courfe. 

We  fleered  north  by  weft  till  eight  o’clock  the 
next  morning,  (Saturday  the  18th)  when,  the 
depth  of  water  fuddenly  decreafing  to  feven  and 
five  fathoms,  we  brought  to,  till  a boat  from  each 
of  our  fhips  was  fent  a-head  to  found,  and  then  ^ 
fleered  to  the  north-eaft.  At  noon,  the  water 
was  deepened  to  feventeen  fathoms.  Cape  New- 
enham was  now  eleven  or  twelve  leagues  diftant, 
bearing  fouth  90  eaft ; the  north-eaftern  extre- 
mity of  the  land  in  fight  bore  north  66°  eaft ; 
and  the  diftance  of  the  neareft  iliore  was  four  or 
five  leagues.  Our  prefcnt  latitude  was  590  16' 
north.  Between  Cape  Newenham  and  this  lati- 
tude, the  coaft  confifts  of  low  land  and  hills,  and 
feemed  to  form  fevcral  bays. 
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Before  one  o’clock,  the  boats  a-head  difplayed 
the  fignal  of  fnoal  water.  They  had,  indeed, 
only  two  fathoms;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  the 
ihips  were  in  fix  fathoms  water.  By  hauling 
more  to  the  north,  we  continued  nearly  in  the 
fame  depth  till  between  five  and  fix  o’clock,  when 
our  boats  finding  lefs  and  lefs  water.  Captain 
Cook  made  the  fignal  to  the  Difcovery,  which 
was  then  a-head,  to  caft  anchor,  and  both  fhips 
foon  came  to.  In  bringing  up  the  Refolution, 
her  cable  parted  at  the  clinch,  fo  that  we  were 
obliged  to  make  ufe  of  the  other  anchor.  We 
rode  in  fix  fathoms  water,  over  a bottom  of  fand, 
at  the  diftance  of  four  or  five  leagues  from  die 
continent.  Cape  Newenham  now  bore  fouth, 
fixteen  or  feventeen  leagues  diftant ; the  far  the  ft 
hills  we  could  perceive  towards  the  north,  bore 
north- eaft  by  eaft ; and  there  was  low  land  ftretch- 
ing  out  from  the  more  elevated  land,  as  far  as 
north  by  eaft.  Without  this  there  was  a fhoal  of 
ftones  and  fand,  dry  at  half  ebb.  The  two  maf- 
ters  having  been  fent,  each  in  a boat,  to  found 
between  this  fhoal  and  the  coaft,  reported,  on 
their  return,  that  there  was  a channel,  in  which 
the  foundings  were  fix  and  feven  fathoms,  but 
that  it  was  rather  narrow  and  intricate. 

We  attempted,  at  low  water,  to  get  a hawfer 
round  the  loft  anchor,  but  we  did  not  then  meet 
with  fuccefs.  However,  being  refolved  not  to 
leave  it  behind  us,  while  there  was  any  profpeft 
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of  recovering  it,  we  perfevered  in  our  endeavours ; 
and,  at  length,  in  the  evening  of  the  20th,  we 
fucceeded.  While  we  were  thus  occupied,  the 
Commodore  ordered  Captain  Clerke  to  difpatch 
his  mailer  in  a boat  to  learch  for  a palfage  in  a 
fouth-well  direction.  He  accordingly  did  fo, 
but  no  channel  was  obferved  in  that  quarter; 
nor  did  it  appear  that  there  was  any  other  way  to 
get  clear  of  the  fnoals,  than  by  returning  by  the 
fame  track  in  which  we  had  entered.  For  though, 
by  following  the  channel  we  were  now  in,  we 
might  perhaps  have  got  further  down  the  coaft; 
and  though  this  channel  might  probably  have 
carried  us  at  lalt  to  the  northward,  clear  of  the 
fhoals,  yet  the  attempt  would  have  been  attend- 
ed with  extreme  hazard;  and,  in  cafe  of  ill  fuc- 
cefs,  there  would  have  been  a great  lofs  of  time 
that  we  could  not  conveniently  fpare.  Thele 
reafons  induced  the  Commodore  to  return  by  the 
way  which  had  brought  us  in,  and  thus  avoid  the 
ihoals. 

The  longitude  of  our  prefent  llation,  by  lunar 
obfervations,  was  1 97°  45'  48"  eall,  and  the 
latitude  590  37'  30"  north.  The  moll  northern 
part  of  the  coall,  that  we  could  difcern  from 
this  llation,  was  fuppofed  to  be  fituate  in  the 
latitude  of  6o°.  It  formed,  to  appearance,  alow 
point,  which  received  the  name  of  Shoal  Nefs. 
The  tide  of  flood  fets  to  the  northward,  and  the 
■ebb  to  die  louthward  ; it  riles  and  falls  live  or  fix 
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feet  upon  a perpendicular ; and  we  reckon  that  it 
is  high  water  at  eight  o’clock,  on  the  full  and 
change  days. 

At  three  in  the  morning  of  the  lift,  we  weigh- 
ed anchor  with  a gentle  breeze  at  north-north- 
weft,  and  fleered  back  to  the  fouth>  having  three 
boats  a-head  employed  in  founding.  Notwith- 
flanding  this  precaution,  we  met  with  greater 
difficulty  in  returning  than  we  had  found  in  ad- 
vancing ; and  were  at  length  under  the  neceflity 
of  anchoring,  to  avoid  the  danger  of  running 
upon  a fhoal  that  had  only  a depth  of  five  feet. 
While  we  lay  at  anchor,  twenty-feven  Americans, 
each  in  a feparate  canoe,  came  off  to  the  fhips, 
which  they  approached  with  fome  degree  of  cau- 
tion. As  they  advanced,  they  hollowed  and 
opened  their  arms ; thereby  intimating,  as  we 
underftood,  their  peaceable  intentions.  Some  of 
them,  at  laft,  came  near  enough  to  receive  a few 
trifling  articles  which  we  threw  to  them.  This 
gave  encouragement  to  the  others  to  venture  a~ 
long- fide;  and  a traffic  quickly  commenced  be- 
tween them  and  our  people,  who  obtained  wooden 
veffels,  bows,  darts,  arrows,  drefles  of  fkins,  .&c„ 
in  exchange  for  which  the  natives  accepted  what- 
ever we  offered  them.  They  appeared  to  be  the 
fame  fort  of  people,  with  thofe  we  had  met  with 
all  along  this  coaft;  and  they  wore  in  their  lips 
and  nofes  the  fame  fpecies  of  ornaments,  but 
were  not  fo  well  clothed,  and  were  far  more  dirty. 

They 
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They  feemed  to  be  perfectly  unacquainted  with 
any  civilized  nation;  they  were  ignorant  of  the 
life  of  tobacco ; nor  did  we  obferve  in  their  pof- 
feffion  any  foreign  article,  unlefs  a knife  may  be 
confidered  as  fuch.  This,  indeed,  was  nothing 
more  than  a piece  of  common  iron  fitted  in  a 
handle,  made  of  wood,  fo  as  to  ferve  the  pur- 
pofe  of  a knife.  They,  however,  fo  well  knew 
the  ufe  and  value  of  this  inftrument,  that  it  feem- 
ed to  be  almoft  the  only  article  they  were  defir- 
ous  of. 

The  hair  of  mofl  of  them  was  fhaved,  or  cut 
fhort  off,  a few  locks  only  being  left  on  one  fide, 
or  behind,  dhey  wore,  as  a covering  for  their 
heads,  a hood  of  fkins,  and  a bonnet,  which  was 
feemingly  of  wood.  One  part  of  their  drefs, 
which  we  procured  from  them,  was  a land  of 
girdle,  made  of  fkin  in  a very  neat  manner,  witli 
mappings  depending  from  it  and  pafling  betwixt 
the  thighs,  fo  as  to  conceal  the  adjacent  parts. 
From  the  ufe  of  this  girdle,  it  is  probable  that 
they  fometimes  go  in  other  refpedts  naked,  even 
in  this  high  northern  latitude;  for  it  can  fcarcely 
be  fuppofed  that  they  wear  it  under  their  other 
clothing.  Their  canoes  were  covered  with  fkins, 
like  thole  we  had  lately  feen ; but  they  were 
broader,  and  the  hole  wherein  the  perfon  fits  was 
wider  than  in  any  of  thofe  we  had  before  met 
with.  Our  boats  returning  from  founding  ap- 
peared to  give  them  fome  alarm,  fo  that  they  all 
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departed  fooner  than  perhaps  they  otherwife  would 
have  done. 

We  did  not  get  clear  of  the  fhoals  before  the 
evening  of  Wednefday  the  22d ; and  then  we 
durft  not  venture  to  fteer  towards  the  weft  during 
the  night,  but  fpent  it  off  Cape  Newenham.  At 
day-break,  on  the  23d,  we  flood  to  the  north- 
weftward,  the  Difcovery  being  ordered  to  go  a- 
head.  Before  we  had  proceeded  two  leagues,  our 
foundings  decreafed  to  fix  fathoms.  Being  ap~ 
prehenfive,  that,  if  we  continued  this  courfe;  we 
fhould  meet  with  lefs  and  lefs  water,  we  hauled  to 
the  fouth,  with  a frefh  eafterly  breeze.  This 
courfe  gradually  brought  us  into  eighteen  fathoms 
water,  upon  which  we  ventured  to  fteer  a little 
Wefterly,  and  afterwards  due  weft,  when  we  at 
length’found  twenty-fix  fathoms.  At  noon,  on 
the  24th,  our  longitude,  by  obfervation;  was 
1 94°  22'  eaft,  and  our  latitude  58°  7'  north. 
About  thre£  leagues  to  the  weft  of  this  fituation, 
our  foundings  were  twenty-eight  fathoms j and 
we  then  fleered  weft-north-weft,  the  depth  of 
water  gradually  increafing  to  thirty-four  fathoms. 
We  fhould  have  fteered  more  northerly  had  not 
the  wind  prevented  us. 

In  the  evening  of  Saturday  the  25th,  having 
but  little  wind,  and  an  exceedingly  thick  fog,  we 
let  go  our  anchors  in  thirty  fathoms  ;•  our  longi- 
tude being;  at  that  time,  1910  37'  eaft,  and  our 
latitude  583  29'  north.  About  fix  o’clock  the 
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next  morning,  the  weather  in  Tome  degree  clear- 
ing lIP>  we  weighed,  and,  with  a gentle  breeze 
at  eaft,  fleered  to  the  northward,  our  depth  of 
water  being  from  twenty-five  to  twenty-eight 
fathoms.  After  we  had  proceeded  on  this  courfe 
: for  the  fpace  of  nine  leagues,  fhe  wind  veered  to 
-the  north,  fo  that  we  were  obliged  to  fleer  more 
wefterly.  The  weather,  for  the  moft  part,  con- 
tinued to  be  foggy,  till  about  twelve  o’clock  on  the 
28th,  when  we  had  clear  fun-fhine  for  a few  hours, 
during  which  feveral  lunar  obfervations  were 
made.  The  mean  refult  of  thefe,  reduced  to 
noon,  at  which  time  our  latitude  was  590  55' 
north,  gave  1 90°  6'  eaft  longitude,  and  the  time- 
keeper gave  189°  59'. 

Continuing  our  wefterly  courfe,  we  difeovered 
. land  at  four  in  the  morning  of  the  29th,  bearing 
north- weft  by  weft,  at  the  diftance  of  fix  leagues. 
We  flood  towards  it  till  between  ten  and  eleven, 
when  we  tacked  in  twenty-four  fathoms,  being 
then  a league  from  the  land,  which  bore  north- 
north-weft.  It  was  the  fouth-eaftern  extreme, 
and  formed  a perpendicular  cliff  of  great  height ; 
upon  which  account.  Captain  Cook  gave  it  the 
name  of  Point  Upright.  It  Hands  in  the  longi- 
tude of  187°  30*  eaft,  and  in  the  latitude  of  6o° 
17'  north.  More  land  was  perceived  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  this  point  i and,  at  a clear  interval,  we 
difeerned  another  portion  of  high  land,  bearing 
weft  by  fouth ; and  this  feemed  to  be  perfedlly 
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feparated  from  the  other.  We  here  obferved  an 
amazing  number  of  birds,  fuch  as  guillemots, 
awks,  &c. 

During  the  whole  afrernoon  we  had  baffling 
light  winds,  which  occafioned  our  progrefs  to  be 
but  flow  ; and  the  weather  was  not  fufficiently 
clear,  to  enable  us  to  determine  the  extent  of  the 
land  that  was  before  us.  We  conje&ured  that  it 
was  one  of  the  many  iflands  laid  down,  in  Mr. 
Staehlin’s  map  of  the  New  Northern  Archipelago; 
and  we  every  moment  expedted  to  defcry  more 
of  them. 

On  the  30th,  at  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 
Point  Upright  was  fix  leagues  diftant,  bearing 
north-weft  by  north.  A light  breeze  now  fpring- 
ing  up  at  north-north-weft,  we  fleered  to  the 
north-eaftward  till  four  the  next  morning,  when 
the  wind  veered  to  the  eaft ; we  then  tacked,  and 
flood  to  the  north-weft.  The  wind,  not  lon^ 

o 

after,  fhifting  to  fouth-eaft,  we  fleered  north-eaft 
by  north ; and  continued  this  courfe,  with  found- 
ings from  thirty-five  to  twenty  fathoms,  till  noon 
the  following  day  (Auguft  1.)  Our  latitude,  at 
this  time,  was  6o°  58'  north,  and  our  longitude 
was  i^i°  eaft.  I he  v/ind  now  becoming  north- 
eafterly,  v/e  firft  made  a ftretch  of  about  ten 
leagues  towards  the  north-weft ; and  then,  as  we 
obferved  no  land  in  that  direction,  we  flood  back 
to  the  eaft  for  the  fpace  of  fourteen  or  fifteen 
leagues,  and  met  with  a confid?rable  quantity  of 
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drift-wood.  Our  depth  of  water  was  from  twenty- 
two  to  nineteen  fathoms. 

On  Sunday,  the  2d  of  Auguft,  variable  light 
winds,  with  fhowers  of  rain,  prevailed  the  whole 
day.  In  the  morning  of  the  3d,  the  wind  fettling 
in  the  fouth-eaft  quarter,  we  refumed  our  north- 
ward courfe.  At  twelve  o’clock  our  foundings 

O 

were  fixteen  fathoms,  our  latitude  was  62°  34' 
north,  and  longitude  1920  eaft. 

Between  three  and  four  o’clock  this  afternoon 
Mr.  Anderfon,  Surgeon  of  the  Refolution,  ex- 
pired, after  he  had  lingered  under  a confumption 
for  upwards  of  a twelvemonth.  He  was  a fen- 
fible,  intelligent  young  man,  and  an  agreeable 
companion.  He  had  great  fkill  in  his  profeffion, 
and  had  acquired  a confiderable  portion  of  know- 
ledge in  other  departments  of  fcience.  Our 
readers  will  doubtlefs  have  obferved,  how  ufeful 
an  affiftant  he  had  proved  in  the  courfe  of  the 
voyage ; and  if  his  life  had  been  prolonged  to  a 
later  period,  the  public  might  have  received  from 
him  many  valuable  communications  refpe&ing 
the  natural  hiftory  of  the  different  places  vifited 
by  us.  Soon  after  he  had  refigned  his  breath, 
we  difcovered  land  to  the  weftward,  at  the  dif- 
tance'of  twelve  leagues.  We  fuppofed  it  to  be 
an  ifland ; and  the  Commodore,  to  perpetuate 
the  memory  of  the  deceafed,  for  whom  he  had  a 
particular  efteem,  diftinguilhed  it  by  the  name 
of  Anderfon’s  Ifland.  The  following  day  Mr. 
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Law,  Surgeon  of  the  Difcovery,  was  removed 
into  the  Refolution ; and  Mr.  Samuel,  the  Sur- 
geon’s firft  mate  of  the  Refolution,  was  appoint- 
ed to  fucceed  Mr.  Law  as  Surgeon  of  the 
Difcovery. 

At  three  in  the  afternoon,  on  the  4th,  we  law 
land  extending  from  north-north-eaft  to  north- 
weft.  We  fteered  towards  it  till  four,  when,  be- 
ing four  or  five  miles  diftant  from  it,  we  tacked ; 
and,  not  long  afterwards,  the  wind  failing,  we 
let  go  our  anchors  in  thirteen  fathoms,  over  a 
fandy  bottom,  at  the  diftance  of  about  two 
leagues  from  land.  Our  latitude  was  now  64° 
27'  north,  and  longitude  194°  18'  eaft.  We 
could,  at  intervals,  difcern  the  coaft  extending/ 
from  eaft  to  north- weft,  and  an  ifiand  of  confided  . 

able  elevation,  bearing  weft  by  north,  nine  miles 
diftant. 


The  land  before  us,  which  we  Imagined  to  be 
the  continent  of  America,  appeared  rather  low 
next  the  fea;  but,  inland,  it  rofe  in  hills,  which 
leemed  to  be  of  a tolerable  height.  It  had  a 
green lfh  hue,  and  was  apparently  deftitute  of 
wood,  and  free,  from  know.  While  our  Ihips 
remained  at  anchor,  we  obferved  that  the  tide  of 
flood  came  from  the  eaftward,  and  fet  to  the 


weftward,  till  between  the  hours  of 
eleven  3 from  which  time,  till  two  o’ 
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longer  and  ftrOnger  th^n  the  ebb,  we  concluded, 
that  there  was  a wefterly  current  befides  the  tide. 

On  Wednefday  the  5th,  at  ten  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  we  ran  down,  and,  foon  after,  anchor- 
ed between  the  ifland  and  the  continent  in  feven 
fathoms.  Not  Ions:  after  we  had  caft  anchor, 

O 

Captain  Cook,  accompanied  by  Mr.  King,  and 
fome  other  officers,  landed  upon  the  ifland.  He 
hoped  to  have  had  from  it  a profpett  of  the  coaft 
and  fea  towards  the  weft ; but,  in  that  direction, 
the  fog  was  fo  thick,  that  the  view  was  not  more 
extenfive  than  it  was  from  our  ffiips.  The  coaft 
of  the  continent  feemed  to  incline  to  the  north, 
at  a low  point,  named  by  us  Point  Rodney, 
which  bore  from  the  ifland  north-weft  half  weft, 
at  the  diftance  of  three  or  four  leagues  j but  the 
high  land,  which  aflumed  a more  northerly  di- 
rection, was  perceived  at  a much  greater  diftance. 

The  latitude  of  this  ifland  is  64°  30'  north, 
and  its  longitude  is  1 93°  57' eaft.  It  is  about 
twelve  miles  in  circumference.  The  furface  of 
the  ground  principally  conflfts  of  large  loofe 
Rones,  covered  in  many  places  with  mofs  and 
other  vegetables,  of  which  twenty  or  thirty  dif- 
ferent fpecies  were  obferved,  and  moft  of  them 
were  in  flower.  But  the  Captain  faw  not  a tree 
or  fhrub,  either  on  the  ifland,  or  upon  the  neigh- 
bouring continent.  Near  the  beach  where  he 
landed,  was  a confiderable  quantity  of  wild  pur- 
flain,  long-wort,  peaffi,  &c.  fome  of  which  he 
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took  on  board  for  boiling.  He’faw  feveral  plovers, 
and  other  frmll  birds ; a fox  was  alfo  leen.  He 
met  with  fome  decayed  huts,  built  partly  under 
ground.  People  had  lately  been  upon  the  Hand 
and  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  they  often  re- 
pair to  it,  there  being  a beaten  path  from  one 
end  to  the  other.  At  a finall  diftance  from  that 
part  of  the  Ihore  where  our  gentlemen  landed, 
they  found  a fledge,  which  induced  Captain  Cook 
to  give  the  ifland  the  appellation  of  Sledge  Ifland. 
It  appeared  to  be  fuch  a one  as  is  ufed  by  the 
Rulfians  in  Kamtfchatka,  for  the  purpofe  of  con- 
veying  goods  from  one  place  to  another  over  the 
fnow  or  ice.  It  was  about  twenty  inches  in 
breadth,  and  ten  feet  in  length ; had  a fort  of 
rail-work  on  each  fide,  and  was  Ihod  with  bone. 
Its  conftru&ion  was  admirable,  and  its  various 
parts  were  put  together  with  great  neatnefs  j fome 
with  wooden  pins,  but  for  the  mod  part  with 
thongs  or  lalhings  of  whale-bone  5 in  confequence 
of  which,  the  Captain  imagined  that  it  was  en- 
tirely the  workmanfhip  of  the  natives. 

We  weighed  anchor  at  three  o’clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  6th,  and  made  fail  to  the  north- 
weft,  with  a light  breeze  from  the  fouthward. 
Having  afterwards  but  little  wind,  and  that  vari- 
able, we  made  but  a flow  progrefs ; and,  at  eight 
o clock  in  the  evening,  finding  the  fhips  getting 
into  fhoal-water,  we  anchored  in  feven  fathoms, 
our  diftance  from  the  coaft,  being  about  two 
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leagues.  Sledge  Ifland  then  bore  fouth  51?  eaft, 
nine  or  ten  leagues  diftant.  Soon  after  we  had 
let  go  our  anchors,  the  weather,  which  had  been 
mifty,  cleared  up,  and  we  perceived  high  land 
extending  from  north  40°  eaft  to  north  30°  weft, 
feemingly  disjoined  from  the  coaft  near  which  we 
lay  at  anchor,  which  appeared  to  extend  to  the 
north-eaftward.  We  at  the  fame  time  faw  an 
ifland  bearing  north  8i°  weft,  at  the  diftance  of 
eight  or  nine  leagues.  It  feemed  to  be  of  fmall 
extent,  and  was  named  King’s  Ifland.  We  rode 
at  anchor  till  eight  the  next  morning,  when  we 
weighed,  and  fteered  a north-weft  courfe.  The 
weather  being  clear  towards  the  evening,  we  ob- 
tained a fight  of  the  north-weftern  land,  diftant 
about  three  leagues.  We  palled  the  night  in 
making  fhort  boards,  the  weather  being  rainy 
and  mifty,  and  the  wind  inconfiderable.  Be- 
tween four  and  five  in  the  morning  of  the  8th, 
we  again  had  a fight  of  the  north-weft  land  ■,  and, 
not  long  afterwards,  having  a calm,  and  being 
driven  by  a current  towards  the  Ihore,  we  thought 
proper  to  anchor  in  twelve  fathoms  water,  at  the 
diftance  of  about  two  miles  from  the  coaft.  Over 
the  weftern  extremity  is  a lofty  peaked  hill,  fituate 
in  the  longitude  of  1920  18'  eaft,  and  in  the  lati- 
tude of  65°  36'  north.  A north-eallerly  breeze 
fpringing  up  at  eight  o’clock,  we  weighed,  and 
rnade  fail  to  the  fouth-eaftward,  hoping  to  find  a 
pgflfage  between  this  north-weft  land  and  the 
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coaft,  near  which  we  had  eaft  anchor  in  the  even- 
ing of  the  6th.  But  we  quickly  got  into  feven 
fathoms  water,  and  perceived  low  land  con- 
necting the  two  coafts,  and  the  elevated  lan4 
behind  it. 

Convinced  that  the  whole  was  a continued 
coaft,  we  now  tacked,  and  fleered  for  its  north- 
weftern  part,  near  which  we  anchored  in  fevenr 
teen  fathoms.  The  weather,  at  prefent,  was  very 
thick  and  rainy ; but,  at  four  the  next  morning, 
it  cleared  up,  and  enabled  us  to  dilcern  the  neigh- 
bouring land.  A lofty  fteep  rock  or  ifland  bore 
weft  by  fouth;  another  ifland  to  the  northward  of 
it,  and  confiderably  larger,  bore  weft  by  north  ; 
the  peaked  hill  before- mentioned,  fouth-eaft  by 
eaftj  and  the  point  that  was  under  it,  fouth  320 
eaft.  Under  this  hill  is  fome  low  land,  extending 
towards  the  north-weft,  the  extreme  point  of 
which  was  now  about  one  league  diftant,  bear- 
ing north-eaft  by  eaft.  Over  it,  and  alfo  beyond 
it,  we  obferved  fome  high  land,  which  we 
imagined  wras  a continuation  of  the  continent. 

This  point  of  land,  which  the  Commodore 
diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Cape  Prince  of 
Wales,  is  the  weftern  extreme  of  all  America 
hitherto  known.  It  (lands  in  the  longitude  of 
1 91°  45'  eaft,  and  in  the  latitude  of  65°  46'  north. 
We  fancied  that  we  faw  fome  people  on  the 
coaft;  and,  perhaps,  we  were  not  miftaken  in 
our  fuppofition,  as  fome  elevations  like  ftages, 
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and  others  refembling  huts,  were  obferved  at  the 
fame  place. 

At  eight  o'clock  this  morning,  a faint  norther- 
ly breeze  arifing,  we  weighed  anchor:  but  our 
fails  were  fearcely  fet,  when  it  began  to  blow 
and  rain  with  great  violence,  there  being,  at  the 
fame  time,  mifty  weather.  The  wind  and  cur- 
rent were  in 'contrary  direftions,  raifing  fuch  a 
fea,  that  it  often  broke  into  the  fhip.  Having 
plied  to  windward,  with  little  effedt,  till  two 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  wc  Hood  for  the  ifland 
which  we  had  perceived  to  the  weftward,  intend- 
ing to  call  anchor  under  it  till  the  gale  fhould 
abate.  But,  upon  our  nearer  approach  to  this 
land,  we  found  that  it  was  compofed  of  two  fmall 
Hands,  neither  of  which  exceeded  three  or  four 
leagues  in  circumference.  As  thefe  could  afford 
us  little  fliel ter,  we  did  not  come  to  an  anchor, 
but  continued  to  ftretch  towards  the  weft;  and, 
about  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening,  we  faw  land 
extending  from  north-north-weft  to  weft  by  fouth, 
the  diftance  of  the  neareft  part  being  fix  leagues. 
We  flood  on  till  ten  o’clock,  and  then  made  a 
board  towards  the  eaft,  in  order  to  pais  the  night. 

On  Monday  the  ioth,  at  break  of  day,  we  re- 
fumed our  weftward  courfe  for  the  land  feen  by 
us  the  preceding  evening.  At  eleven  minutes 
after  feven  o’clock,  it  extended  from  fouth  720 
weft  to  north  410  eaft.  Betwixt  the  fouth- 
weftern  extremity,  and  a point  bearing  weft,  fix 
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miles  diftant,  the  coaft  forms  a fpacious  bay,  in 
which  we  dropped  our  anchors  at  ten  in  the  fore- 
noon, about  two  miles  from  the  northern  fhore, 
over  a gravelly  bottom,  at  the  depth  of  ten 
fathoms.  The  northern  point  of  this  bay  bore 
north  430  eaft  ; its  fouthern  point  fouth  58°  weft  ; 
the  bottom  of  the  bay,  north  6 o°  weft,  between 
two  and  three  leagues  diftant ; and  the  two  iflands 
that  we  had  pafied  the  preceding  day,  were  at  the 
diftance  of  fourteen  leagues,  bearing  north  7 2° 
eaft. 
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CHAP.  IX. 


Captain  Cook  lands  at  a Village — Interview  with 
Jorne  of  the  Natives,  the  Tfchutfki — TheirWeapons 
defcrihed — Their  Perfons — Ornaments — I)  refs — 
Winter  Habitations — Summer  Huts — Canoes — 
The  Ships  quit  the  Bay — Crofs  the  Strait  to  the 
American  Coajl — Point  Mulgrave — Appearance 
of  a prodigious  Mafs  of  Ice — Icy  Cape — The  Sea, 
in  a Manner , blocked  up  with  Ice— Sea  Horfes 
killed , and  made  Ufe  of  as  Provifions — • Account 
of  thefe  Animals — The  Ships  almofi  furrounded 
with  Ice  — Cape  Lifburne — Unjuccefsful  Attempts 
to  get  to  the  North  through  the  Ice — Remarks  on 
the  Formation , &c.  of  this  Ice — Arrival  on  the 
Afiatic  Coajl — Cape  North. 

HILE  we  were  (leering  for  this  bay,  we 


obferved,  on  the  north  fhore,  a village, 
and  fome  people,  who  feemed  to  have  been  thrown 
into  confufion,  or  fear,  at  the  fight  of  our  veflels. 
We  could  plainly  perceive  perfons  running  up 
the  country  with  burdens  upon  their  (boulders. 
At  this  village  Captain  Cook  propofed  to  land; 
and  accordingly,  went  with  three  armed  boats, 
accompanied  by  fome  of  the  officers.  Thirty  or 
forty  men,  each  of  whom  was  armed  with  a fpon- 
tgon,  a bow,  and  arrows,  flood  drawn  up  on  an 
•minence  near  the  houfes;  three  of  them  came 
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down  towards  the  Ihore,  on  the  approach  of  our 
gentlemen,  and  were  fo  polite  as  to  pull  off  their 
caps,  and  make  them  low  bows.  Though  this 
civility  was  returned,  it  did  not  infpire  them  with 
fufficient  confidence  to  wait  for  the  landing  of 
our  party  ; for,  the  inftant  they  put  the  boats 
alliore,  the  natives  retired.  Captain  Cook  fol- 
lowed them  alone,  without  any  thing  in  his  hand* 
and,  by  figns  and  geftures,  prevailed  on  them  to 
flop,  and  accept  fome  trifling  prefents : in  return 
for  thefe,  they  gave  him  two  fox-fkins,  and  a 
couple  of  fea-horfe  teeth.  The  Captain  was  of 
opinion,  that  they  had  brought  thefe  articles  down 
with  them  for  the  purpofe  of  prefenting  them  to 
him  ; and  that  they  would  have  given  them  to 
him,  even  if  they  had  expe&ed  no  return. 

They  feemed  very  timid  and  cautious  5 inti- 
mating their  defire,  by  figns,  that  no  more  of 
our  people  lhould  be  fuffered  to  come  up.  On 
the  Captain  s laying  his  hand  on  the  fhoulder  of 
one  of  them,  he  flatted  back  feveral  paces  5 in 
proportion  as  he  advanced,  they  retreated,  al- 
ways in  the  attitude  of  being  ready  to  make  ufe 
of  their  fpears  ; while  thole  on  the  eminence,  were 
prepared  to  fupport  them  with  their  arrows.  In- 
fenfibly,  the  Captain,  and  two  or  three  of  his 
companions,  introduced  themfelves  among  them. 
The  diftribution  of  a few  beads  among  fome  of 
them,  foon  created  a degree  of  confidence,  fo 
that  they  were  not  alarmed,  when  the  Captain 

3 


was 


3° 


A VOYAGE  TO  THE 


was  joined  by  a few  more  of  his  people;  and,  in 
a fhort  time,  a kind  of  traffic  was  entered  into. 
In  exchange  for  tobacco,  knives,  beads,  and  other 
articles,  they  gave  a few  arrows,  and  fome  of 
their  clothing ; but  nothing  that  our  people  had 
to  offer,  could  induce  them  to  part  with  a fpear 
or  a bow.  Thefe  they  held  in  continual  readi- 
nefs,  never  quitting  them,  except  at  one  time, 
when  four  or  five  perfons  laid  theirs  down,  while 
they  favoured  our  party  with  a fong  and  a dance; 
and  even  then,  they  placed  them  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  they  could  lay  hold  of  them  in  a 
moment. 

Their  arrows  were  pointed  either  with  ftone  or 
bone,  but  very  few  of  them  had  barbs  ; and  fome 
of  them  had  a round  blunt  point.  What  ule 
thefe  are  applied  to,  we  cannot  fay,  unlefs  it  be 
to  kill  fmall  animals  without  damaging  the  flcin. 
Their  bows  were  fuch  as  we  had  obferved  on  the 
American  coaft  : their  fpontoons,  or  fpears,  were 
of  iron  or  fteel,  and  of  European  or  Afiatic  work- 
manfhip ; and  confiderable  pains  had  been  taken 
to  embellifh  them  with  carving,  and  inlayings  of 
brafs,  and  of  a white  metal.  Thofe  who  flood 
with  bows  and  arrows  in  their  hands,  had  the 
' fpear  flung  by  a leathern  ftrap  over  their  right 
fhoulder.  A leathern  quiver,  flung  over  their 
left  fhoulder,  ferved  to  contain  arrows  ; and  fome 
of  thefe  quivers  were  exceedingly  beautiful,  being 
made  of  red  leather,  on  which  was  very  neat  em- 
broidery, 
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broidery,  and  other  ornaments.  Several  other 
things,  and  particularly  their  clothing,  indicated 
a degree  of  ingenuity,  far  furpafling  what  any  one 
would  expedt  to  find  among  lb  northern  a people. 

All  the  Americans  we  had  feen  fince  our  ar- 
rival on  that  coaft,  had  round  chubby  faces,  and 
high  cheek-bones,  and  were  rather  low  of  ftature. 
The  people  among  whom  we  now  were,  far  from 
refembling  them,  had  long  vifages,  and  were 
flout  and  well  made:  upon  the  whole,  they  ap- 
peared to  be  a very  different  nation.  No  women, 
nor  children  of  either  fex,  were  obferved,  nor 
any  aged  perfons,  except  one  man,  whofe  head 
was  bald ; and  he  was  the  only  one  who  bore  no 
arms : the  others  feemed  to  be  feledt  men,  and 
rather  under  than  above  the  middle  age.  The 
elderly  man  had  a black  mark  acrofs  his  face, 
which  was  not  perceived  in  any  others ; all  of 
them  had  their  ears  perforated,  and  fome  had 
glafs  beads  hanging  to  them.  Thefe  were  the 
only  fixed  ornaments  feen  about  them,  for  they 
wear  none  to  their  lips : this  is  another  particular, 
in  which  they  differ  from  the  Americans  we  had 
lately  feen.  •„ 

Their  apparel  confided  of  a pair  of  breeches, 
a cap,  a fiock,  a pair  of  boots,  and  a pair  of 
gloves,  all  made  of  the  (kins  of  deer,  dogs,  feals, 
and  other  animals,  and  extremely  well  dreffed  ; 
fome  with  the  hair  or  fur  on,  and  others  without 
it.  The  caps  were  made  in  fuch  a manner,  as  to 
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fit  the  head  very  clofe  3 and  bcfides  thefe  caps, 
which  were  worn  by  mod  of  them,  we  procured 
from  them  fome  hoods,  made  ofdog-fkins,  that  were 
fufficiently  large  to  cover  both  head  and  fhoulders. 
Their  hair  was  apparently  black,  but  their  heads 
were  either  fhaved,  or  the  hair  cut  clofe  off,  and 
none  of  them  wore  beards.  Of  the  few  articles 
which  they  obtained  from  our  people,  knives  and 
tobacco  were  what  they  fet  the  mod  value  upon. 

The  village  was  comppfed  both  of  their  winter 
and  their  fummer  habitations  3 the  former  are  ex- 
actly like  a vault,  the  floor  of  which  is  funk  be- 
low the  furface  of  the  earth.  One  of  them,  which 
Captain  Cook  examined,  was  of  an  oval  figure, 
about  twenty  feet  in  length,  and  twelve  or  more 
in  height ; the  framing  confided  of  wood,  and 
the  ribs  of  whales,  judicioufly  difpoled,  and  bound 
together  with  fmaller  materials  of  the  fame  kind. 
Over  this  framing,  a covering  of  flrong  coarfe 
grafs  was  laid,  and  that  again  was  covered  with 
earth  3 fo  that  on  the  outfide,  the  houfe  had  the 
appearance  of  a little  hillock,  lupported  by  a wall 
of  done,  of  the  height  of  three  or  four  feet,  which 
was  built  round  the  two  Tides,  and  one  end.  At 
the  other  end  of  the  habitation,  the  earth  was 
raifed  doping,  to  walk  up  to  the  entrance,  which 
was  by  a hole  in  the  top  of  the  roof,  over  that 
end.  The  floor  was  boarded,  and  under  it  was 
a fort  of  cellar,  in  which  the  Captain  law  nothing 
but  water  3 at  the  end  of  each  houfe  was  a vaulted 
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room,  which  he  fuppofed  was  a ftore-room.  Thefe 
ftore-room$  communicated,  by  a dark  pafiage, 
with  the  houfe;  and  with  the  open  air,  by  a hole 
in  the  roof,  which  was  even  with  the  ground  one 
walked  upon ; but  they  cannot  be  faid  to  be  en- 
tirely below  ground  ; for  one  end  extended  to  the 
edge  of  the  hill,  along  which  they  were  made, 
and  which  was  built  up  with  ftone.  Over  it  Hood 
a kind  of  fentry-box,  or  tower,  formed  of  the 
large  bones  of  great  filh. 

Their  fummer  huts  were  of  a tolerable  fize, 
and  circular,  being  brought  to  a point  at  the  top. 
Slight  poles  and  bones,  covered  with  the  Ikins 
of  fea-animals,  compofed  the  framing.  Captain 
Cook  examined  the  infide  of  one there  was  a 
fire-place  juft  within  the  door,  where  a few  wooden 
veflels  were  depofited,  all  very  dirty.  Their 
bed-places  were  clofe  to  the  fide,  and  occupied 
about  one-half  of  the  circuit : fome  degree  of  pri- 
vacy feemed  to  be  obferved  ; for  there  were  feve- 
ral  partitions,  made  with  fkins.  The  bed  and 
bedding  confifted  of  deer-fkins,  and  moft  of  them 
were  clean  and  dry. 

About  the  houfes  were  erected  feveral  ftages, 
ten  or  twelve  feet  in  height,  fuch  as  we  had  feen 
on  fome  parts  of  the  American  coaft.  They 
were  compofed  entirely  of  bones,  and  were  appa- 
rently intended  for  drying  their  fifli  and  fkins, 
which  were  thus  placed  out  of  the  reach  of  their 
dogs,  of  which  they  had  great  numbers.  Thefe 
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dogs  are  of  the  fox  kind,  rather  large,  and  of 
different  colours,  with  long  foft  hair,  that  refem- 
bles  wool.  They  are,  in  all  probability,  ufed 
for  the  purpofe  of  drawing  their  fledges  in  winter ; 
for  it  appears  that  they  have  fledges,  as  the  Cap- 
tain faw  many  of  them  laid  up  in  one  of  their 
winter  huts.  It  is,  likewife,  not  improbable, 
that  dogs  conftitute  a part  of  their  food,  for 
feveral  lay  dead,  which  had  . been  killed  that 
morning. 

The  canoes  of  thefe  people  are  of  the  fame 
kind  with  thofe  of  the  northern  Americans,  fome, 
both  of  the  large  and  fmall  fort,  being  feen  lying 
in  a creek  near  the  village. 

From  the  large  bones  of  fifh,  and  other  fea- 
animals,  it  appeared,  that  the  fea  furnifhed  them 
with  the  greater  part  of  their  fubfiftence.  The 
country  feemed  extremely  barren,  as  our  gentle- 
men faw  not  a tree  or  fhrub.  At  fome  diftance 
towards  the  weft,  they  obferved  a ridge  of  moun- 
tains covered  with  inow,  that  haa  fallen  not  long 
before. 

At  firft,  fome  of  us  fuppofed  this  land  to  be  a 
part  of  the  ifland  of  Alafchka,  laid  down  in  Mr. 
Stashlin’s  map  before-mentioned;  but  from  die 
appearance  of  the  coaft,  the  fituation  of  the  op- 
pofite  fhore  of  America,  and  from  the  longitude, 
we  foon  conjectured  that  it  was,  more  probably, 
the  country  of  the  I fchutfki,  or  the  eaftei  n extre- 
mity of  Aft  a,  explored  by.  Beering  in  the  year 
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1728.  In  admitting  this,  however,  without  far- 
ther examination,  we  muft  have  pronounced  Mr. 
Stashlin  s map,  and  his  account  of  the  new  north- 
ern Archipelago,  to  be  either  remarkably  erro- 
neous, even  in  latitude,  or  eife  to  be  a mere  fic- 
tion ; a judgment  which  we  would  not  prefume  to 
pafs,  upon  a publication  fo  refpedlably  vouched, 
without  producing  the  moft  decifive  proofs. 

After  our  party  had  remained  with  thefe  people 
between  two  and  three  hours,  they  returned  on 
board;  and,  foon  after,  the  wind  becoming  fouth- 
erly,  we  weighed  anchor,  flood  out  of  the  bay, 
and  fleered  to  the  north-eafl,  between  the  coafl 
and  the  two  iflands.  At  twelve  o’clock  the  next 
day  (Augufl  11)  the  former  extended  from  fouth 
80  weft,  to  north  84°  weft ; the  latter  bore  fouth 
40°  weft ; and  the  peaked  hill,  over  Cape  Prince 
of  Wales,  bore  fouth  36°  eaft.  The  latitude  of 
the  fhip  was  66°  5p  north,  the  longitude  1910  tgf 
eaft;  our  foundings  were  twenty-eight  fathoms; 
and  our  pofnion  nearly  in  the  middle  of  the  chan- 
nel, between  the  two  coafts,  each  being  at  the 
oiftance  of  about  feven  leagues. 

We  fleered  to  the  eaflward  from  this  flation, 
in  order  to  make  a nearer  approach  to  the  Ame- 
rican coafl.  In  this  courfe  the  water  gradually 
lhoaled ; and  there  being  very  little  wind,  and 
ad  our  endeavours  to  increafe  our  depth  failing 
we  were  obliged  at  laft  to  eaft  anchor  in  fix;  fa- 
thoms; which  was  the  only  remedy  remaining, 
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to  prevent  the  fhips  driving  into  more  fhallow 
water.  The  neared  part  of  the  wedern  land 
bore  wed,  twelve  leagues  didantj  the  peaked 
mountain  over  Cape  Prince  of  Wales,  bore  fouth 
1 6°  wed  ; and  the  mod  northern  part  of  the  Ame- 
rican continent  in  fight,  ead-fouth-ead  the  dis- 
tance of  the  neared  part  being  about  four  leagues. 
After  we  had  anchored,  a boat  was  difpatched  to 
found,  and  the  water  was  found  to  fhoal  gradu- 
ally towards  the  land.  While  our  fhips  lay  at 
anchor,  which  was  from  fix  to  nine  in  the  even- 
ing, we  perceived  little  or  no  current,  nor  did 
we  obferve  that  the  water  rofe  or  fell. 

A northerly  breeze  fpringing  up,  we  weighed, 
and'  made  fail  to  the  wedward,  which  courfe  foon 
brought  us  into  deep  water  > and,  during  the 
12th,  we  plied  to  the  northward  in  fight  of  both 
coads,  but  we  kept  neared  to  that  of  America. 
On  the  13th,  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  a breeze 
arifing  at  fouth,  we  deered  north-ead  by  north, 
till,  four  o’clock  the  next  morning,  when,  feeing 
no  land,  we  directed  our  courfe  ead  by  north ; 
and  between  the  hours  of  nine  and  ten,  land  ap- 
peared, which  we  fuppofed  was  a continuation  of 
the  continent.  It  extended  from  ead  by  louth, 
to  ead  by  north ; and,  not  long  afterwards,  we 
defcried  more  land,  bearing  north  by  ead.  Com- 
ing rather  fuddenly  into  thirteen  fathoms  water, 
at  two  in  the  afternoon,  we  made  a trip  oft  till 
four,  when  we  again  dood  in  for  the  land  ; which. 
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loon  after,  we  faw,  extending  from  north  to  fouth- 
caft,  the  neareft  part  being  at  the  diftance  of 
three  or  four  leagues.  The  coaft  here  forms  a 
point,  named  by  us  Point  Mulgrave,  which  is 
fituated  in  the  latitude  of  67°  45'  north,  and  in 
the  longitude  of  1940  51'  eaft.  The  land  feemed 
to  be  very  low  near  the  fea,  but  a little  farther  it 
rifes  into  hills  of  a moderate  height}  the  whole 
was  free  from  fnow,  and  apparently  deftitute  of 
wood.  We  now  tacked,  and  bore  away  north- 
weft  by  weft } but,  in  a ftiort  time  afterwards, 
thick  weather,  with  rain,  coming  on,  and  the 
wind  increafing,  we  hauled  more  to  the  weft- 
ward.  At  two  o’clock  the  next  morning,  the 
wind  veered  to  fouth-weft  by  fouth,  and  blew  a 
ftrong  gale,  which  abated  towards  noon.  We 
now  ftood  to  the  north-eaft,  till  fix  the  next  morn- 
ing, when  we  fteered  rather  more  eafterly  : in 
this  run,  we  met  with  feveral  fea-horfes,  and 
great  numbers  of  birds ; fome  of  which  refembled 
fand-larks,  and  others  were  not  larger  than  hedge - 
fparrows.  We  alfo  faw  fome  ftiags,  fo  that  we 
judged  we  were  not  far  from  kind } but,  having 
a thick  fog,  we  could  not  expect  to  fee  any } and 
as  the  wind  blew  ftrong,  it  was  not  deemed  pru- 
dent to  continue  a courfe  which  was  moft  likely 
to  bring  us  to  it.  From  the  noon  of  this  day, 
(the  1 6th  of  Auguft)  to  fix  o’clock  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  following,  we  fteered  eaft  by  north  * 
a courfe  which  brought  us  into  fifteen  fathoms 

D 3 


water. 


A VOYAGE  TO  THE 


water.  We  now  fleered  north-eaft  by  eaft,  think- 
ing, by  fuch  a courfe,  to  increafe  our  depth 
of  water.  But,  in  the  fpace  of  fix  leagues,  it 
fhoaled  to  eleven  fathoms,  which  induced  us  to 
haul  clofe  to  the  wind,  that  now  blew  at  weft. 
About  twelve  o’clock,  both  fun  and  moon  were 
clearly  feen  at  intervals,  and  we  made  fome  hafty 
oblervations  for  the  longitude;  which,  reduced 
to  noon,  when  the  latitude  was  70°  33'  north, 
gave  197°  41'  eaft.  The  time-keeper,  for  the 
fame  time,  gave  198°. 

Some  time  in  the  forenoon,  we  perceived  a 
brightnefs  in  the  northern  horizon,  like  that  re- 
flecfhed  from  ice,  ufually  called  the  blink.  Little 
notice  was  taken  of  it,  from  a fuppofition  that  it 
was  improbable  we  fhould  fo  foon  meet  with  ice. 
The  fharpnefs  of  the  air,  however,  and  gloomi- 
nefs  of  the  weather,  for  the  two  or  three  preced- 
ing days,'  feemed  to  indicate  fome  fudden  change. 
About  an  hour  afterwards,  the  fight  of  an  enor- 
mous mafs  of  ice,  left  11s  no  longer  in  any  doubt 
refpefting  the  caufe  of  the  brightnefs  of  the  hori- 
zon. Betwe-  n two  and  three  o’clock,  we  tacked 
clofe  to  the  edge  of  the  ice,  in  twenty-two  fa- 
thoms water,  being  then  in  the  latitude  of  70° 
41'  north,  and  unable  to  ftand  on  any  farther: 
for  the  ice  was  perfettly  impenetrable,  and  ex- 
tended from  weft  by  fouth,  to  eaft  by  north,  as 
far  as  the  eye  could  reach.  Here  we  met  with 
great  numbers  of  fca-horfes,  fome  of  which  were 
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iii  the  water,  but  far  more  upon  the  ice.  The 
Commodore  had  thoughts  of  hoifting  out  the 
boats  to  kill  fome  of  thefe  animals;  but,  the  wind 
freftiening,  he  gave  up  the  defign  ; and  we  con- 
tinued to  ply  towards  the  fouth,  or  rather  to- 
wards the  weft,  for  the  wind  came  from  that 
quarter.  We  made  no  progrefs ; for,  at  twelve 
on  the  1 8th,  our  latitude  was  70°  44/  north,  and 
we  were  almoft  five  leagues  farther  to  the  eaft. 

We  were,  at  prefent,  clofe  to  the  edge  of  the 
ice,  which  was  as  compadt  as  a wall,  and  ap- 
peared to  be  at  leaft  ten  or  twelve  feet  in  height : 
but,  farther  northward,  it  feemed  to  be  much 
higher.  Its  furface  was  exceedingly  rugged,  and, 
in  feveral  places,  we  faw  pools  of  water  upon  it. 
We  now  ftood  to  the  fouth,  and,  after  running 
fix  leagues,  fhoaled  the  water  to  feven  fathoms ; 
but  it  foon  increafed  to  the  depth  of  nine  fa- 
thoms. At  this  time,  the  weather,  which  had 
been  hazy,  becoming  clearer,  we  faw  land  ex- 
tending from  fouth  to  fouth-eaft  by  eaft,  at  the 
difiance  of  three  or  four  miles.  The  eaftern  ex- 
tremity forms  a point,  which  was  greatly  encum- 
bered with  ice,  on  which  account  it  was  diftin- 
gui fhed  by  the  name  of  Icy  Cape.  Its  latitude  is 
70°  29'  north,  and  its  longitude  198°  20'  eaft. 
The  other  extreme  of  the  land  was  loft  in  the  ho- 
rizon ; and  we  had  no  doubt  of  its  beinsr  a con- 
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tmuation  of  the  continent  of  America.  The 
Difcovery  being  about  a mile  aftern,  and  to  lee- 
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ward,  met  with  lefs  depth  of  water  than  we  did  ; 
and  tacking  on  that  account,  the  Commodore 
was  obliged  to  tack  alfo,  to  prevent  reparation. 

Our  prefent  fituation  was  very  critical.  We 
were  upon  a lee-fhore  in  fhoal  water ; and  the 
main  body  of  the  ice  to  windward,  was  driving 
down  upon  us.  It  was  evident,  that  if  we  con- 
tinued much  longer  between  it  and  the  land,  it 
would  force  us  afhore,  unlefs  it  fliould  chance  to 
take  the  ground  before  us.  It  appeared  almoft 
to  join  the  land  to  leeward,  and  the  only  direc- 
tion that  was  free  from  it,  was  to  the  fouth  weft- 
ward.  After  making  a fhort  board  to  the  north. 
Captain  Cook  made  a fignal  for  the  Difcovery  to 
tack,  and  his  fhip  tacked  at  the  fame  time.  The 
wind  proved  in  fome  meafure  favourable,  fo  that 
we  lay  up  fouth-weft,  and  fouth-weft  by  weft. 

On  Wednefday  the  19th,  at  eight  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  wind  veering  to  veeft,  we  tacked  to  the 
northward  j and,  at  twelve,  the  latitude  was  70° 
6'  north,  and  the  longitude  196°  42'  eaft.  In 
this  fituation,  we  had  a confiderable  quantity  of 
drift  ice  about  our  fhips,  and  the  main  ice  was 
about  two  leagues  to  the  north.  Between  one 
and  two,  we  got  in  with  the  edge  of  it.  It  was 
lels  compact  than  that  which  we  hadobferved  to- 
wards the  north  ; but  it  was  too  clofe,  and  in  too 
large  pieces  to  attempt  forcing  the  fhips  through 
it.  We  faw  an  amazing  number  of  fea-horfes 
on  the  ice,  and  as  we  were  in  want  of  frefh  pro- 
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vifions,  the  boats  from  each  jfhip  were  difpafch- 
ed  to  procure  Tome  of  them.  By  feven  in  the 
evening,  we  had  received,  on  board  the  Refo- 
lution,  nine  of  thefe  animals ; which,  till  this 
time,  we  had  fuppofed  to  be  fea-cows  ; fo  that 
we  were  greatly  difappointed,  particularly  fome 
of  the  Tailors,  who,  on  account  of  the  novelty 
of  the  thing,  had  been  feaking  their  eyes  for 
fome  days  pak.  Nor  would  they  now  have  been 
difappointed,  nor  have  known  the  difference,  if 
there  had  not  been  two  or  three  men  on  board, 
who  had  been  in  Greenland,  and  declared  what 
animals  thefe  were,  and  that  no  perfon  ever  eat 
of  them.  Notwithstanding  this,  we  made  them 
ferve  us  for  provifions,  and  there  were  few  of  our 
people  who  did  not  prefer  them  to  our  lalt  meat. 

d.  he  fat  of  thefe  animals  is,  at  fir  ft,  as  fweet 
as  marrow ; but,  in  a few  days,  it  becomes  ran- 
cid, unlefs  it  is  faked,  in  which  ftate  it  will  keep 
much  longer.  The  lean  flefh  is  coarfe  and 
blackifh,  and  has  a krong  take  ; and  the  heart  is 
almoft  as  well  taked  as  that  of  a bullock.  The 
fat,  when  melted,  affords  a good  quantity  of  oil, 
which  burns  very  well  in  lamps  j and  their  hides^ 
Which  are  of  great  thicknefs,  were  extremely  ufe- 
ful  about  our  rigging.  The  teeth,  or  tufks,  of 
mok  of  them  were,  at  this  time,  of  a very  final* 
fizej  even  fome  of  the  largek  and  oldek  of  thefe 
animals,  had  them  not  exceeding  half  a foot  in 
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kng&L- . l^qnce  we  concluded,  that  they  had 
lately  fhed  their  old  teeth. 

* They  lie  upon  the  ice  in  herds  of  many  hun- 
dreds, huddling  like  Twine,  one  over  the  other; 
and  they  roar  very  loud ; To  that  in  the  night, 
or  when  the  weather  was  foggy,  they  gave  us 
notice  of  the  vicinity  of  the  ice,  before  we  could 
difcern  it.  We  never  found  the  whole  herd  fleep- 
ing,  fome  of  them  being  conflantly  upon  the 
watch.  Thefe,  on  the  approach  of  the  boat, 
would'  awake  thofe  that  were  next  to  them ; and 

l 

the  alarm  being  thus  gradually  communicated, 
the  whole,  herd  would  prefently  be  awake.  How- 
ever, they  were  feldom  in  a hurry  to  get  away, 
before  they  had  been  once  fired  at.  Then  they 
would  fall  into  the  fea,  one  over  the  other  in  the 
utrnoft  confufion  ; and,  if  we  did  not  happen,  at 
the  firfl  dilcharge,  to  kill  thofe  we  fired  at,  we 
generally  loft  them,  though  mortally  wounded. 

They  did  not  appear  to  us  to  be  fo  dangerous 
as  fome  authors  have  reprefented  them,  not  even 
when  they  were  attacked.  They  are,  indeed, 
more  fo,  in  appearance,  than  in  reality.  Vaft 
multitudes  of  th-  m would  follow,  and  come  dole 
tip  to  the  boats;  but  the  flafh  of  a mufket  in  the 
pan,  or  even  the  mere  pointing  of  one  at  them, 
would  fend  them  down  n a moment.  1 he  fe- 
male will  defend  her  yo,  ; one  to  the  very  laft, 
and  at  the  expence  of  her  own  life,  whether 
upon  the  ice  or  in  the  water.  Nor  will  the  young 
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one  quit  the  dam,  though  fhe  ffiould  have  been 
killed ; To  that,  if  you  deftroy  one,  you  are  fure 
of  the  other.  The  dam,  when  in  the  water, 
holds  her  young  one  between  her  fore  fins.  Mr. 
Pennant,  in  his  Synopfis  of  Quadrupeds,  has 
given  a very  good  defcription  of  this  animal  un- 
der the  name  of  the  ArEiic  Walrus.  Why  it  fhould 
be  called  a fea-horfe,  is  difficult  to  determine, 
unlefs  the  word  be  a corruption  of  the  Ruffian 
name  Morfe ; for  they  do  not  in  the  lead  refem- 
ble  a horfe.  It  is,  doubtlefs,  the  fame  animal 
that  is  found  in  the  Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence,  and 
there  called  a fea-cow.  It  is  certainly  more  like 
a cow  than  a horfe;  but  this  refemblance  confifts 
in  nothing  but  the  fnout.  In  ffiort,  it  is  an  ani- 
mal not  unlike  a feal,  but  incomparably  larger. 
The  length  of  one  of  them,  which  was  none  of 
the  large!!,  was  nine  feet  four  inches  from  the 
fnout  to  the  tail ; the  circumference  of  its  body 
at  the  fhoulder,  was  feven  feet  ten  inches;  its 
circumference  near  the  hinder  fins  was  five  feet 
fix  inches,  and  the  weight  of  the  carcafe,  with- 
out the  head,  fkin,  or  entrails,  was  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-four  pounds.  The  head  weighed  forty- 
one  pounds  and  a half,  and  the  fkin  two  hundred 
and  five  pounds. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark,  that,  for 
fome  days  before  this  time,  we  had  often  fcen 
flocks  of  ducks  flying  to  the  fouth.  They  were 
of  two  fpecies,  die  one  much  larger  than  the 
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other.  The  larger  fort  was  of  a brown  colour; 
and  of  the  fmall  fort,  either  the  duck  or  drake 
was  black  and  white,  and  the  other  brown.  Some 
of  our  people  faid  that  they  alfo  faw  geefe.  This 
feems  to  indicate,  that  there  muft  be  land  to  the 
northward,  where  thefe  birds,  in  the  proper  fca- 
ion,  find  Ihelter  for  breeding,  and  whence  they 
were  now  on  their,  return  to  a warmer  climate. 

Soon  after  we  had  got  our  fea-horfes  on  board, 
we  were,  in  a manner,  furrounded  with  the  ice ; 
and  had  no  means  of  clearing  it,  but  by  fleering 
to  the  fouthward,  which  we  did  till  three  o’clock 
the  next  morning,  with  a light  wefterly  breeze, 
and,  in  general,  thick,  foggy  weather.  Our 
foundings  were  from  twelve  to  fifteen  fathoms. 
We  then  tacked  and  flood  to  the  northward  till 
ten  o’clock,  when  the  wind  fhifting  to  the  north, 
we  flood  to  the  weft-fouth-weft  and  weft.  At  two 
in  the  afternoon,  we  fell  in  with  the  main  ice, 
and  kept  along  the  edge  of  it,  being  partly  di- 
rected by  the  roaring  of  the  lea-horfes,  for  we 
had  an  exceeding  thick  fog.  Thus  we  continued 
failing  till  near  midnight,  when  we  got  in  among 
the  loofe  pieces  of  ice. 

The  wind  being  eafterly,  and  the  fog  very 
thick,  we  now  hauled  to  the  fouthward  ; and, 
at  ten  the  next  morning,  the  weather  clearing  up, 
we  faw  the  American  continent,  extending  from 
fouth  by  eaft,  to  eaft  by  fouth ; and,  at  noon, 
from  fouth-weft  half  fouth  to  eaft,  the  diftance 
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of  the  neareft  part  being  five  leagues.  We  were 
at  prefent  in  the  latitude  of  69°  32'  north,  and 
in  the  longitude  of  1950  48'  eafl ; and,  as  the 
main  ice  was  not  far  from  us,  it  is  evident,  that 
it  now  covered  a part  of  the  fea ; which,  a few 
days  before,  had  been  free  from  it ; and  that  it 
extended  farther  towards  the  fouth,  than  where 
we  firft  fell  in  with  it. 

During  the  afternoon  we  had  but  little  wind; 
and  the  Mafter  was  fent  in  a boat  to  obferve  whe- 
ther there  was  any  current,  but  he  found  none. 
We  continued  to  fleer  for  the  American  land 
till  eight  o’clock,  in  order  to  obtain  a nearer 
view  of  it,  and  to  fearch  for  a harbour;  but  fee- 
ing nothing  that  had  the  appearance  of  one,  we 
again  flood  to  the  north,  with  a gentle  weflerly 
breeze.  At  this  time,  the  coafl  extended  from 
fouth-wefl  to  eafl,  the  neareft  part  being  at  the 
diftance  of  four  or  five  leagues.  The  fouthern 
extreme  feemed  to  form  a point,  to  which  the 
name  of  Cape  Lifburne  was  given.  It  is  fituate 
in  the  latitude  of  69°  5'  north,  and  in  the  longi- 
tude of  1 940  42'  eafl,  and  appeared  to  be  tole- 
rably high  land,  even  down  to  the  feaj  but 
there  may  be  low  land  under  it,  which  we  might  not 
then  fee,  being  not  lefs  than  ten  leagues  diftant 
from  it.  In  almoft  every  other  part,  as  we  ad- 
vanced to  the  north,  we  had  found  a low  coaft* 
from  which  the  land  rifes  to  a moderate  height. 
The  coafl  now  before  us  was  free  from  fnow,  ex- 
cept: 
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cept  in  one  or  two  places,  and  had  a greenifh  hue. 
But  we  could  not  difcern  any  wood  upon  it. 

On  Saturday  the  2id,  the  wind  was  foutherly, 
and  the  weather  for  the  molt  part  foggy,  with 
fome  intervals  of  funfhine.  At  eight  in  the  even- 
ing, we  had  a calm,  which  continued  till  mid- 
night, when  we  heard  the  furge  of  the  fea  dafh- 
ing  againft  the  ice,  and  had  many  loofe  pieces 
about  us.  A light  breeze  now  arofe  at  north- 
eaft,  and  the  fog  being  very  thick,  we  fleered  to 
the  fouth  to  get  clear  of  the  ice.  At  eight  the 
next  morning,  the  fog  difperfed,  and  we  hauled 
towards  the  weft;  for  the  Commodore  finding 
that  he  could  not  get  to  the  north  near  the  coafl, 
by  reafon  of  the  ice,  refolved  to  try  what  could 
be  done  at  a diflance  from  it ; and  as  the  wind 
ieemed  to  be  fixed  at  north,  he  confidered  it  as 
a favourable  opportunity. 

In  our  progrefs  to  the  weflward,  the  water  gra- 
dually deepened  to  twenty-eight  fathoms.  With 
the  northerly  wind  the  air  was  fharp  and  cold ; 
and  we  had  fogs,  funfhine,  fhowers  of  fnow  and 
fleet  alternately.  On  the  26th,  at  ten  in  the 
morning,  we  fell  in  with  the  ice.  At  twelve,  it 
extended  from  north-weft:  to  eaft  by  north,  and 
feemed  to  be  thick  and  compact.  We  were  now, 
by  obfervation,  in  the  latitude  of  69°  36'  north, 
and  in  the  longitude  of  184°  eaft  and  it  now  ap- 
peared that  we  had  no  better  profpedl  of  getting 
to  the  north  here,  than  nearer  the  fiiore. 
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We  continued  (leering  to  the  weft,  till  five  in 
the  afternoon,  when  we  were,  in  fome  degree,  em- 
bayed by  the  ice,  which  was  very  clofe  in  the 
north-weft  and  north-eaft  quarters,  with  a great 
quantity  of  loofe  ice  about  the  edge  of  the  main 
body.  At  this  time,  we  had  baffling  light  airs, 
but  the  wind  foon  fettled  at  fouth,  and  increafed 
to  a frefti  gale,  accompanied  with  fhowers  of  rain. 
We  got  the  tack  aboard,  and  ftretched  to  the 
eaft,  as  this  was  the  only  direction  in  which  the 
fea  was  free  from  ice. 

On  Thurfday  the  27th,  at  four  in  the  morning, 
we  tacked  and  flood  to  the  weftward,  and  at  fever, 
o’clock  in  the  evening,  we  were  clofe  in  with  the 
edge  of  the  ice,  which  lay  eaft- north -eaft,  and 
weft-fouth-weft,  as  far  in  each  of  thofe  directions 
as  the  eye  could  reach.  There  being  but  little 
wind,  Captain  Cook  went  with  the  boats,  to  ex- 
amine the  ftate  of  the  ice.  He  found  it  confid- 
ing of  loofe  pieces,  of  various  extent,  and  fo 
clofe  together,  that  he  could  fcarcely  enter  the 
outer  edge  with  a boat  j and  it  was  as  impra<5fi- 
cable  for  the  fhips  to  enter  it,  as  if  it  had  been 
fo  many  rocks.  He  particularly  remarked,  that 
it  was  all  pure  tranfparent  ice^  except  the  upper 
furface,  which  was  rather  porous.  It  feemed  to 
be  wholly  compoled  of  frozen  fnow,  and  to  have 
been  all  formed  at  fea.  For,  not  to  infift  on  the 
improbability  of  fuch  prodigious'  mattes  floating- 
out  of  rivers,  none  of  the  productions  of  the  land 
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were  found  incorporated,  or  mixed  in  it ; which 
would  certainly  have  been  the  cafe,  if  it  had  been 
formed  in  rivers,  either  great  or  fmall. 

The  pieces  of  ice  that  formed  the  outer  edge 
of  the  main  body,  were  from  forty  or  fifty  yards 
in  extent,  to  four  or  five;  and  the  Captain  judged, 
that  the  larger  pieces  reached  thirty  feet  or  more, 
under  the  furface  of  the  water.  He  alfo  thought 
it  highly  improbable,  that  this  ice  could  have 
been  the  production  of  the  preceding  winter 
alone.  He  was  rather  inclined  to  fuppofe  it  to 
have  been  the  production  of  many  winters.  It 
was  equally  improbable,  in  his  opinion,  that  the 
little  that  now  remained  of  the  fummer,  could 
deftroy  even  the  tenth  part  of  what  now  fubfifted 
of  this  great  mafs ; for  the  fun  had  already  ex- 
erted upon  it  the  full  force  and  influence  of  his 
rays.  The  fun,  indeed,  according  to  his  judg- 
ment, contributes  very  little  towards  reducing 
thefe  enormous  mafies.  For  though  that  lumi- 
nary is  above  the  horizon  a confiderable  while, 
it  feldom  fhines  out  for  more  than  a few  hours  at 
a time,  and  frequently  is  not  feen  for  feveral 
fucceflive  days.  It  is  the  wind,  or  rather  the 
waves  raifed  by  the  wind,  that  brings  down  the 
bulk  of  thefe  prodigious  mafies,  by  grinding  one 
piece  againft  another,  and  by  undermining  and 
Waibing  away  thofe  parts  which  are  expofed  to 
the  furge  of  the  fea.  This  was  manifeft,  from 
the  Captain’s  obferving,  that  the  upper  furface 
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oF  many  pieces  had  been  partly  wafhed  away, 
while  the  bale,  or  under  part,  continued  firm  for 
feveral  fathoms  round  that  which  appeared  above 
water,  like  a Ihoal  round  a high  rock.  He  mea- 
fured  the  depth  of  water  upon  One,  and  found 
that  it  was  fifteen  feet,  fo  that  the  fhips  might 
have  failed  over  it.  If  he  had  not  meafured  this 
depth,  he  would  have  been  unwilling  to  believe, 
that  there  was  a fufficient  weight  of  ice  above 
the  l'urface,  to  have  funk  the  other  fo  much  be- 
low it.  It  may  thus  happen,  that  more  ice  is 
deftroyed  in  one  tempeftuous  feafon,  than  is  form- 
ed in  feveral  winters,  and  an  endlefs  accumula- 
tion of  it  is  prevented.  But  that  there  is  con- 
flantly  a remaining  ftore,  will  be  acknowledged 
by  every  one  who  has  been  upon  the  fpot. 

A thick  fog,  which  came  on  while  the  Com- 
modore was  thus  employed  with  the  boats,  haf- 
tened  him  aboard  fooner  than  he  could  have 
wifhed,  with  one  fea-horfe  to  each  Ihip.  Our 
party  had  killed  many,  but  could  not  wait  to 
bring  them  off.  The  number  of  thefe  animals, 
i on  all  the  ice  that  we  had  feen,  is  really  aftonifh- 
! inS-  We  fPent  the  night  Handing  off  and  on, 
amongfl  the  drift  ice,  and  at  nine  o’clock  the 
next  morning,  the  fog  having  in  fome  degree  dif- 
perfed,  boats  from  each  of  the  fhips  were  dil- 
patched  for  fea-horfes  ; for  our  people  by  this 
time  began  to  relifh  them,  and  thofe  we  had  be- 
fore furmfhed  ourfelves  with,  were  all  confumed 
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At  noon,  our  latitude  was  69°  17'  north,  oar 
longitude  183°  eaft,  and  our  depth  of  water  was 
twenty-five  fathoms.  At  two  in  the  afternoon, 
having  got  on  board  as  many  fea-horfes  as  were 
deemed  fufficient,  and  the  wind  frefhening  at 
fouth-fouth-eaft,  we  hoifled  in  the  boats,  and 
fteered  to  the  fouth-weft.  But  being  unable  to 
weather  the  ice  upon  this  tack,  or  to  go  through 
it,  we  made  a board  to  the  eaft  ward,  till  about 
eight  o’clock,  then  refumed  our  courfe  to  the 
fouth-weft,  and  were  obliged  before  midnight  to 
tack  again,  on  account  of  the  ice.  Not  long 
after,  the  wind  veering  to  the  north-weft,  and 
blowing  a ftiff  gale,  we  ftretched  to  the  iouth- 
weft,  clofe  hauled. 

On  the  29th,  in  the  morning,  we  law  the  main 
■ ice  towards  the  north,  and  foon  after,  perceived 
land  bearing  fouth-weft  by  weft.  In  a fhort  time 
after  this,  more  land  was  feen,  bearing  weft.  It 
fhewed  itfelf  in  two  hills,  refembling  iflands,  but 
foon  the  whole  appeared  connected.  As  we  made 
a nearer  approach  to  the  land,  the  depth  of  water 
decreafed  very  faft,  fo  that,  at  twelve  o’clock, 
when  we  tacked,  we  found  only  eight  fathoms ; 
being  three  miles  from  the  coaft,  which  extended 
from  fouth  30°  eaft,  to  north  6o°  weft.  The  lat- 
ter extremity  terminating  in  a bluff  point,  being 
one  of  tire  hills  mentioned  before. 

The  weather  was  now  very  hazy,  with  driz- 
zling rain  ; but,  lbon  afterwards,  it  cleared  up, 
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cularly  to  the  foiithward,  weftward,  and  north- 
ward. This  enabled  us  to  have  a tolerable  view 
of  the  coaft  ; which  refembles,  in  every  refpedt, 
the  oppofite  coaft  of  America ; that  is,  low  land 
next  the  fea,  with  higher  land  farther  back.  It  was 
totally  deftitute  of  wood,  and  even  of  fnow ; but 
was,  probably,  covered  with  a moffy  fubftance, 

I that  gave  it  a brownifh  hue.  In  the  low  ground 
: that  lay  between  the  fea  and  the  high  land,  was  a 
: lake,  extending  to  the  fouth  eaftward  farther  than 
I we  could  fee.  As  we  flood  off",  the  moft  wefterly 
of  the  two  hills  above-mentioned,  came  open  off 
the  bluff'  point,  in  a north-weft  direction.  It  had 
the  appearance  of  an  iffand,  but  it  might  per- 
haps be  connected  with  the  other  by  low  land, 
though  we  did  not  fee  it.  And  if  that  be  the 
cafe,  there  is  a two-fold  point,  with  a bay  be- 
tween them.  This  point,  which  is  rocky  and 
fteep,  received  the  name  of  Cape  North.  It  is 
: fituated  nearly  in  the  latitude  of  68°  56'  north, 

' and  in  the  longitude  of  i8o°  51'  eaft.  The  coaft 
beyond  it  doubtlefs  aflumes  a very  wefterly  direc- 
! tion  for  we  could  difcern  no  land  to  the  north- 
1 ward  of  it,  though  the  horizon  was  there  pretty 
clear.  Wifhing  to  fee  more  of  the  coaft  to  the 
weftward,  we  tacked  again,  at  two  in  the  after- 
noon, thinking  we  fhould  be  able  to  weather  Cape 
' North;  but  finding  we  could  not,  the  wind 
1 frefhening,  a thick  fog  arifing,  with  much  fnow, 
and  being  apprehenfive  of  the  ice  coming  down 

E 2 


upon 


52 


A VOYACE  TO  THE 


upon  us,  the  Commodore  relinquifhed  the  defign 
he  had  formed  of  plying  to  the  weftward,  and 
again  ftpod  off  fhore. 

The  feafon  was  now  fo  far  advanced,  and  the 
time  when  the  froft  generally  fets  in  was  fo  near, 
that  Captain  Cook  did  not  think  it  confident  with 
prudence,  to  make  any  farther  attempts  to  dif- 
cover  a paffage  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean  this  year, 
in  any  diredtion,  fo  fmall  was  the  probability  of 
fuccefs.  His  attention  was  now  directed  to  the 
fearch  of  fome  place,  where  we  might  recruit  our 
wood  and  water;  and  the  objedt  that  principally 
occupied  his  thoughts  was,  how  he  fhould  pafs 
the  winter,  fo  as  to  make  fome  improvements 
in  navigation  and  geography,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  be  in  a condition  to  return  to  the  north- 
ward the  enfuing  fummer,  to  profecute  his  fearch 
of  a paffage  into  the  Atlantic. 
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fhe  Ships  proceed  along  the  Coaft  of  Afia — Burney's 
IJland '■ — Cape  Serdze  Katnen — Pafs  the  Eajl  Cape 
of  Afia — Defcription  of  it — Bay  of  St.  Lawrence 
- — Two  other  Bays — Beering's  Cape  Tfchukotfkoi — 
Steer  for  the  Coaft  of  America — Cape  Darby — 
Bald-Head — Captain  Cook  lands  in  Jearch  of 
Wood  and  Water — Cape  Denbigh — Some  of  the 
Natives  come  off  to  ns — Bcfborough  IJland — 
Captain  Cook's  Interview  with  a particular 
Family— Mr.  King's  Interview  with  the  fame 
Ft amily— Supplies  of  Wood  and  Water— Mr.  King 
fent  to  examine  the  Coaft— V fits  from  the  Na- 
tives—'Their  Huts— Produce  of  the  Country 

Mr.  King's  Report  — Norton's  Sound— Lunar 
Obfervations. 

HAVING  flood  off  till  our  foundings  were 
eighteen  fathoms,  we  made  fail  to  the  eafl- 
1 ward,  along  the  coaft,  which,  we  were  now  pretty 
well  convinced,  could  only  be  the  continent  of 
! Afia.  The  wind  blowing  frefh,  and  there  being, 
at  the  fame  time,  a thick  milt,  and  a very  heavy 
fall  of  fnow,  it  was  requifite  that  we  fhould  pro- 
' ceed  with  particular  caution  : we  therefore  brought 
to,  for  a few  hours,  in  the  night.  Early  the  next 
morning,  which  was  the  30th  of  Auguft,  we 
fleered  fuch  a courfe  as  we  judged  moft  likely  to 
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bring  us  in  with  the  land,  being  guided,  in  a 
great  meafure,  by  the  land  ; for  the  weather  was 
extremely  thick  and  gloomy,  with  incefiant 
fhowers  of  fnow.  At  ten  o’clock  we  obtained  a 
fight  of  the  coaft,  which  was  at  the  diftance  of 
four  miles,  bearing  fouth  weft.  Soon  afterwards, 
our  depth  of  water  having  decreafed  to  feven 
fathoms,  we  hauled  off.  A very  low  point  now 
bore  fouth-fouth-weft,  diftant  two  or  three  miles  ; 
to  the  eaftward  of  which  there  feemed  to  be  a 
narrow  channel,  that  led  into  fome  water  which 
we  faw  over  the  point.  It  i$  not  improbable, 

that  the  lake  above-mentioned  communicates  here 

• • » 

with  the  fea. 

About  twelve  o’clock,  the  mift  difperfing,  we 
had  a view  of  the  coaft,  which  extended  from 
fouth-eaft:  to  north- weft  by  weft.  Some  parts  of 
it  were  apparently  higher  than  others ; but  the 
greateft  part  of  it  was  rather  low,  with  high  land 
farther  up  the  country.  It  was  almoft  entirely 
covered  with  fnow,  which  had  fallen  very  lately. 
We  ranged  along  the  coaft,  at  the  diftance  of 
about  two  leagues,  till  ten  o’clock  in  the  evening, 
when  we  hauled  off;  but  refumed  our  courfe 
early  on  the  following  morning,  when  we  had 
another  view  of  the  coaft,  extending  from  weft  to 
fouth-eaft  by  fouth.  At  eight  o’clock,  the  eaftern 
part  bore  fouth,  and  was  found  to  be  an  iftand, 
which,  at  twelve,  was  four  or  five  miles  diftant, 
bearing  fouth-weft  half  fouth.  It  is  ot  a mode- 
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rate  height,  between  four  and  five  miles  in  cir- 
cumference,  with  a fteep  rocky  coaft.  It  is 
fituate  in  the  latitude  of  67°  45'  north,  about 
three  leagues  from  the.  continent  ; and  is  diftin- 
guiflied  in  the  chart  by  the  appellation  of  Bur- 
ney’s Ifiand.  The  inland  country,  about  this 
part,  abounds  with  hills,  fome  of  which  are  of 
confiderable  elevation.  The  land  in  general  was 
covered  with  fnow,  except  a few  fpots  on  the 
coaft,  which  ftill  continued  to  be  low,  but  fome- 
what  lefs  fo  than  farther  towards  the  weft. 

During  the  two  preceding  days,  the  mean 
height  of  the  mercury  in  the  thermometer  had 
been  frequently  below  the  freezing  point,  and, 
in  general,  very  little  above  it;  infomuch  that 
the  water,  in  the  vefiels  upon  deck,  was  often 
covered  with  a fheet  of  ice.  We  continued  to 
fteer  fouth-fouth-eaft,  almoft  in  the  diredtion  of 
the  coaft,  till  five  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  when 
we  faw  land  bearing  fouth  50°  eaft,  which  proved 
to  be  a continuation  of  the  coaft.  We  hauled  up 
for  it  without  delay ; and,  at  ten  in  the  evening, 
being  a-breaft  of  the  eaftern  land,  and  doubtful 
of  weathering  it,  we  tacked,  and  made  a board 
towards  the  weft,  till  after  one  o’clock  the  next 
morning,  (Tuefday,  the  1 ft  of  September),  when 
we  again  made  fail  to  the  eaft.  The  wind  was 
now  very  unfettled,  continually  varying  from 
north  to  north-eaft.  Between  eight  and  nine, 
the  eaftern  extremity  of  the  land  was  at  the  dif- 
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tance  of  fix  or  feven  miles,  bearing  fouth  by  eaft. 
A head-land  appeared,  at  the  fame  time,  bearing 
eaft  by  fouth,  half  fouth ; and,  not  long  after, 
we  could  dilcern  the  whole  eoaft  that  lay  be- 
tween them,  and  a little  ifiand  at  fome  diftance 
from  it. 

The  coaft  nOw  in  fight  feemed  to  form  feveral 
rocky  points,  that  were  connected  by  a low  fhore, 
without  any  appearance  of  an  harbour.  At  a dif- 
tance  from  the  fea  many  hills  prefen  ted  them- 
felves  to  our  view,  the  higheft  of  which  were  in- 
volved in  fnow : in  other  refpe&s,  the  whole 
country  had  a naked  afpe<ft.  At  feven  o’clock 
in  the  evening,  two  points  of  land,  beyond  the 
eaftern  head,  opened  off  it  in  the  direction  of 
fouth  370  eaft. 

Captain  Cook  was  now  convinced  of  what  he 
had  before  imagined,  that  this  was  the  country  of 
the  Tfchutfki,  or  the  north-eaftern  coaft  of 
Afiaj  and  that  Beering  had  proceeded  thus  far  in 
the  year  1728  ; that  is,  to  this  head,  which,  ac- 
cording to  Muller,  is  denominated  Serdze  Kainen, 
on  account  of  a rock  upon  it,  that  is  of  the  figure 
of  a heart.  There  are,  indeed,  many  high  rocks 
on  this  cape,  fome  one  or  other  of  which  may 
perhaps  be  fhaped  like  a heart.  It  is  a promontory 
of  tolerable  height,  with  a fteep  rocky  cliff  front- 
ing the  fea.  Its  latitude  is  67°  3'  north,  and  its 
longitude  1880  n'eaft.  To  the  eaft  of  it  the 
coaft  is  elevated  and  cold ; but,  to  the  weft,  it 
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is  low,  and  extends  north-weft  by  weft,  and 
north-north-weft ; and  it  is  nearly  of  the  fame 
dire&ion  all  the  way  to  Cape  North.  The  depth 
of  water  is  every  where  the  fame  at  an  equal  dis- 
tance from  the  fhore ; and  this  is  likewife  the  cafe 
on  the  oppofite  coaft  of  America.  The  greateft 
depth  we  met  with,  as  we  ranged  along  it,  was 
twenty-three  fathoms.  During  the  night,  or  in 
thick  foggy  weather,  the  foundings  are  no  bad 
guide  to  thofe  who  fail  along  either  of  thefe 
coafts. 

On  the  2d  of  September,  at  eight  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  moft  advanced  land  to  the  fouth-eaft- 
ward,  bore  fouth  250  eaft ; and,  from  this  par- 
ticular point  of  view,  had  an  infular  appearance. 
But  the  thick  fhowers  of  fnow,  that  fell  in  quick 
fucceftion,  and  fettled  on  the  land,  concealed 
from  our  fight,  at  this  time,  a great  part  of  the 
coaft.  In  a fhort  time  after,  the  fun,  which  we 
had  not  feen  for  near  five  days,  broke  out  dur- 
ing the  intervals  between  the  fhowers,  by  which 
means  the  coaft  was,  in  fome  degree,  freed  from 
the  fog;  fo  that  we  obtained  a fight  of  it,  and 
found  that  the  whole  was  connected.  The  wind 
was  ftill  northerly,  the  air  was  cold,  and  the  mer- 
cury in  the  thermometer  did  not  rife  above  350, 
and  was  fometimes  not  higher  than  30°.  At 
twelve  o’clock  our  latitude  was  66°  37'  north ; 
Cape  Serdze  Kamen  was  twelve  or  thirteen  leagues 
diftant,  bearing  north  520  weft;  the  moft  fouth- 
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erly  point  of  land  that  we  had  in  our  fight,  bore 
lbuth  410  call ; our  foundings  were  twenty-two 
fathoms ; and  the  diftance  of  the  nearelt  part  of 
the  fhore  was  about  two  leagues. 

The  weather  was  now  fair  and  bright  -}  and,  as 
we  were  ranging  along  the  coaft,  we  faw  feveral 
of  the  natives,  and  fome  of  their  dwelling-places, 
which  had  the  appearance  of  hillocks  of  earth. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  evening  we  palled  the  Eaftern 
Cape,  or  the  point  before-mentioned  ; from  which 
the  coaft  trends  to  the  fouth-weftward.  This  is 
the  fame  point  of  land  that  we  had  palled  on  the 
nthofthe  preceding  month.  Thofe  who  gave 
credit  to  Mr.  Staehlin’s  map,  then  fuppofed  it  to 
be  the  eaftern  point  of  his  iftand  Alafchka;  but 
we  were,  by  this  time,  convinced,  that  it  is  no 
other  than  the  eaftern  promontory  of  Afia;  and, 
perhaps,  it  is  the  proper  Tfchukotlkoi  Nofs, 
though  the  promontory,  which  received  that  name 
from  Beering,  is  fituated  further  towards  the 
fouth-weft. 

Muller,  in  his  map  of  the  difeoveries  of  the 
Ruffians,  places  the  Tfchukotlkoi  Nofs  nearly  in 
the  latitude  of  750  north,  and  extends  it  fome- 
what  to  the  eaftward  of  this  cape.  But  Captain 
Cook  was  of  opinion,  that  he  had  no  good 
authority  for  fo  doing.  Indeed  his  own,  or  rather 
Deilineft’s,  account  of  the  diftance  between  the 
river  Anadir  and  the  Nofs,  cannot  well  be  recon- 
ciled with  lo  northerly  a pofition.  For  he  fays, 
•?  that. 
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that,  with  the  mod  favourable  wind,  a perfon 
may  go  by  fea  from  the  Nofs  to  the  river  Anadir 
in  three  whole  days,  and  that  the  journey  by  land 
is  very  little  longer.  But  Captain  Cook,  having 
hopes  of  vifiting  thefe  parts  again,  deferred  the 
difcuffion  of  this  point  to  another  opportunity. 
In  the  mean  time,  however,  he  concluded,  as 
Beering  had  done  before  him,  that  this  was  the 
eafternmoft  point  of  all  Afia.  It  is  a peninfula  of 
confiderable  elevation,  joined  to  the  continent  by 
a very  low  and  apparently  narrow  ifthmus.  It 
has,  next  the  fea,  a fteep  rocky  cliff;  and  off  the 
very  point  are  feveral  rocks  refembling  fpires.  It 
ftands  in  the  longitude  of  190°  221  eafl,  and  in 
the  latitude  of  66°  6'  north ; and  is  thirteen 
leagues  diftant,  in  the  diredtion  of  north  530  weft, 
from  Cape  Prince  of  Wales,  on  the  coaft  of 
America.  The  land  about  this  promontory  con- 
fifts  of  vallies  and  hills.  The  former  terminate  at 
the  fea  in  low  fhores,  and  the  latter  in  fteep  rocky 
points.  The  hills  appeared  like  naked  rocks  j 
but  the  vallies,  though  deftitute  of  tree  or  fhrub, 
were  of  a greenifh  hue. 

After  we  had  paffed  the  Cape,  we  fleered  fouth- 
weft  half  weft  towards  the  northern  point  of  St. 
Lawrence’s  Bay,  in  which  our  fhips  had  anchor- 
ed on  the  10th  of  Auguft.  We  reached  it  by 
eight  o’clock  the  following  morning,  and  faw 
fome  of  the  natives  at  the  place  where  we  had  be- 
fore feen  them,  as  well  as  others  on  the  oppofite 
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fide  of  the  bay.  Not  one  of  them,  however, 
came  off  to  us;  which  was  rather  remarkable,  as 
the  weather  was  fufficiently  favourable,  and  as 
thole  whom  v/e  had  lately  vifited  had  no  reafon 
to  be  difpleafed  with  us.  Thefe  people  are  cer- 
tainly the  Tfchutfki,  whom  the  Ruffians  had 
not  hitherto  fubdued ; though  it  is  manifeft  that 
they  mull  carry  on  a traffic  with  the  latter,  either 
dire&ly,  or  by  the  interpofition  of  fome  neigh- 
bouring nation  ; as  their  being  in  polfelfion  of 
the  fpontoons  we  law  among  them,  cannot  other- 
wife  be  accounted  for. 

The  Bay  of  St.  Lawrence  * is,  at  the  entrance, 
at  lead  five  leagues  in  breadth,  and  about  four 
leagues  deep,  growing  narrower  towards  the  bot- 
tom, where  it  feemed  to  be  pretty  well  ffieltered 
from  the  fea  winds,  provided  there  is  a com- 
petent depth  of  water  for  ffiips.  The  Commodore 
did  not  wait  to  examine  it,  though  he  was  ex- 
tremely defirous  of  finding  a convenient  harbour 
in  thofe  parts,  to  which  he  might  refort  in  the 
fucceeding  fpring.  But  he  wifhcd  to  meet  with 
one  where  wood  might  be  obtained ; and  he 
knew  that  none  could  be  found  here.  From  the 
fouthern  point  of  this  bay,  which  is  fituated  in 

* Captain  Cook  called  it  by  this  name,  from  his  having 
anchored  in  it  on  the  loth  of  Auguft,  which  is  St.  Law- 
rence’s Day.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  Beering  failed  by 
this  very  place  on  Auguft  10,  1728;  for  which  reafon,  he 
denominated  the  neighbouring  ill  and  after  the  fame  faint. 
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the  latitude  of  65°  30'  north,  the  coaft  trends 
well  by  fouth  for  the  fpace  of  about  nine  leagues, 
and  there  feems  to  form  a deep  bay  or  river  or 
elfe  the  land  in  that  part  is  fo  low  that  we  could 
not  difcern  it. 

In  the  afternoon,  about  one  o’clock,  we  faw 
what  was  firft  fuppofed  to  be  a rock ; but  it  was 
found  to  be  a dead  whale,  which  fome  Afiatics 
had  killed,  and  were  then  towing  alhore.  They 
feemed  to  endeavour  to  conceal  themfelves  be- 
hind the  filh,  in  order  to  avoid  being  feen  by  us. 
This,  however,  was  unneceflary,  for  we  pro- 
ceeded on  our  courfe  without  taking  notice  of 
them.  On  the  4th,  at  break  of  day,  we  hauled 
to  the  north-weftward,  for  the  purpofe  of  gaining 
a nearer  view  of  the  inlet  feen  the  day  before  5 
but  the  wind,  not  long  after,  veering  to  that 
direction,  the  defign  was  abandoned  ; and,  (leer- 
ing towards  the  fouth  along  the  coaft,  we  palled 
two  bays,  each  about  fix  miles  deep.  The  moft 
northerly  one  is  fituate  before  a hill,  which  is 
rounder  than  any  other  we  had  obferved  upon  the 
coaft.  There  is  an  ifland  lying  before  the  other 
bay.  It  is  a matter  of  doubt  whether  there  is  a 
fufficient  depth  of  water  for  (hips  in  either  of  thefe 
bays,  as,  when  we  edged  in  for  the  (hore,  we 
conftantly  met  with  (hoal  water.  This  part  of 
the  country  is  extremely  naked  and  hilly.  In 
feveral  places  on  the  lower  grounds,  next  the  fea, 
were  the  habitations  of  the  natives,  near  all  of 
4 which 
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which  were  erefted  ftages  of  bones,  like  thofe 
before-mentioned.  This  day,  at  noon,  our  lati- 
tude was  64°  38'  north,  and  our  longitude  18 8* 
15'  eaft;  the  neareft  part  of  the  Ihore  was  at  the 
diftance  of  three  or  four  leagues ; and  the  moft 
fouthern  point  of  the  continent  in  fight  bore 
fouth  48°  weft. 

The  wind,  by  this  time,  had  veered  to  the 
north,  and  blew  a light  breeze:  the  weather  was 
clear,  and  the  air  fharp.  The  Commodore  did 
not  think  proper  to  follow  the  direction  of  the 
coaft,  as  he  perceived  that  it  inclined  weftward 
towards  the  gulph  of  Anadir,  into  which  he  had 
no  motive  for  going.  He  therefore  fteered  a 
fouth&rly  courfe,  that  he  might  have  a fight  of 
the  ifte  of  St.  Lawrence,  which  had  been  dif- 
covered  by  Beering.  This  ifland  was  quickly 
feen  by  us;  and,  at  eight  in  the  evening,  it  bore 
fouth  200  eaft,  fuppofed  to  be  at  the  diftance  of 
eleven  leagues.  The  moft  foutherly  point  of  the 
main  land  was,  at  that  time,  twelve  leagues  dis- 
tant, bearing  fouth  83°  weft.  Captain  Cook  con- 
jectured, that  this  was  the  point  which  is  called 
by  Beering  the  ealtern  point  of  Suchotfki,  or 
Cape  Tfchukotikoi  ; an  appellation  which  he 
gave  it  with  fome  propriety,  becaufe  the  natives, 
who  faid  they  were  of  the  nation  of  the  Tfchut- 
fki,  came  off  to  him  from  this  part  of  the 
coaft.  Its  latitude  is  64°  13'  north,  and  its 
longitude  1S60  36'  eaft. 
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The  more  the  Captain  was  convinced  of  his 
being  at  prefent  upon  the  Afiatic  coaft,  the  more 
he  was  at  a lols  to  reconcile  his  obfervations  with 
Mr.  Stashlin’s  map  of  the  New  Northern  Archi- 
pelago; and  he  could  find  no  other  method  of 
accounting  for  fo  important  a difference,  than  by 
fuppofing  that  he  had  miftaken  fome  part  of  what 
Mr.  Stashlin  denominates  the  ifland  of  Alafchka 
for  the  continent  of  America,  and  had  miffed  the 
channel  by  which  they  are  feparated.  But  evert 
on  that  fuppofition  there  would  ftill  have  been  a 
confiderable  variation.  The  Captain  confidered 
it  as  an  affair  of  fome  confequence  to  clear  up  this 
point  during  the  prefent  feafon,  that  he  might 
have  only  one  object  in  view  in  the  following  one. 
And  as  thefe  northerly  iflands  were  faid  to  abound 
with  wood,  he  had  fome  hopes,  if  he  fhould  find 
them,  of  procuring  a competent  fupply  of  that 
article,  of  which  we  began  toftand  in  great  need. 
With  this  view  he  fteered  over  for  the  coaft  of 
America;  and  the  next  day,  about  five  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon,  land  was  feen  bearing  fouth 
three  quarters  eaft,  which  we  imagined  was  An- 
derfon’s  Ifland,  or  fome  other  land  near  it.  On 
Sunday  the  6th,  at  four  in  the  morning,  we  had 
a fight  of  the  American  coaft,  near  Sledge  Ifland  ; 
and,  at  fix  in  the  evening  of  the  fame  day,  that 
ifland  was  at  the  diftance  of  about  ten  leagues, 
bearing  north  6°  eaft,  and  the  moft  eafterly  land 
in  view  bore  north  490  eaft.  If  any  part  of  what 
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Captain  Cook  had  conjectured  to  be  the  coaft  of 
the  American  continent,  could  pofiibly  be  the 
ifland  of  Alafchka,  it  was  that  now  in  fight;  in 
which  cafe  he  muft  have  miffed  the  channel  be- 
tween it  and  the  main  land,  by  fleering  towards 
the  weft,  inftead  of  the  eaft,  after  he  had  firft 
fallen  in  with  it.  He  was,  therefore,  at  no  lofs 
where  to  go,  for  the  purpofe  of  clearing  up  thefe 
doubts. 

On  the  7th,  at  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening, 
we  had  made  a near  approach  to  the  land.  Sledge 
Ifland  bore  north  85°  weft,  about  eight  leagues 
diftant;  and  the  eaftern  part  of  the  coaft  bore  north 
70°  eaft,  with  elevated  land  in  the  direction  of 
eaft  by  north.  At  this  time  we  perceived  a light 
on  fhore ; and  two  canoes,  with  people  in  them, 
came  off  towards  us.  We  brought  to,  in  order 
to  give  them  time  to  approach ; but  they  refilled 
all  our  tokens  of  amity,  and  kept  at  the  diftance 
of  a quarter  of  a mile.  We  therefore  left  them, 
and  proceeded  along  the  coaft.  The  next  morn- 
ing, at  one  o’clock,  obferving  that  the  water 
fhoaled  pretty  faft,  we  anchored  in  ten  fathoms, 
and  remained  in  that  fituation  till  day-light  came 
on.  We  then  weighed,  and  purfued  our  courfe 
along  the  coaft,  which  trended  eaft,  and  eaft  half 
fouth.  At  feven  o’clock  in  the  evening  we  were 
abreaft  of  a point,  fituated  in  the  longitude  of 
1 970  eaft,  and  in  the  latitude  of  64°  211  north; 
beyond  which  the  coaft  aftumes  a mote  northerly 
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direction.  At  eight  this  point,  which  received 
the  appellation  of  Cape  Darby,  bore  fouth  6a° 
weft;  the  mod  northern  land  we  had  in  view, 
bore  north  3 z°  eaft  ; and  the  diftance  of  the  near- 
eft  part  of  the  lhore  was  one  league.  In  this 
fituation  we  let  go  our  anchors  in  thirteen  fathom?, 
over  a muddy  bottom. 

On  the  9th,  at  break  of  day,  we  weighed,  and 
made  fail  along  the  coaft.  W e now  faw  land, 
which  we  fuppofed  to  be  two  iflandsj  the  one 
bearing  eaft,  the  other  fouth  70°  eaft.  Not  long 
afterwards,  we  found  ourfelves  near  a coaft  cover- 
ed with  wood  ; a pleafing  fight,  to  which  we  had 
not  been  lately  accuftomed.  As  we  advanced 
northward,  land  was  feen  in  the  direction  of 
north-eaft,  half  north,  which  proved  a continua- 
tion of  the  coaft  upon  wrhich  we  now  were : we 
likewife  perceived  high  land  over  the  iflands,  ap- 
parently, at  a confiderable  diftance  beyond  their. 
This  was  imagined  to  be  the  continent,  and  the 
other  land  the  lfle  of  Alafchka  j but  it  was  already 
a matter  of  doubt,  whether  we  fhould  difcover  a 
pafiage  between  them,  for  the  water  gradually 
fhoaled,  as  we  proceeded  further  towards  the 
north.  In  confequence  of  this,  two  boats  were 
difpatched  a-head  to  found  ; and  the  Commodore 
ordered  the  Difcovery,  as  fhe  drew  the  leaft  wa- 
ter, to  lead,  keeping  nearly  in  the  middle  chan- 
nel, between  the  coaft  and  the  molt  northerly 
ifiand.  In  this  manner  we  continued  our  courfe, 
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till  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  when,  having 
pafled  the  ifiand,  our  foundings  did  not  exceed 
three  fathoms  and  a half,  and  the  Refolution  once 
brought  up  the  mud  from  the  bottom.  In  no 
part  of  the  channel  could  a greater  depth  of  wa-  j 
ter  be  found,  though  we  had  founded  it  from  one  j 
fide  to  the  other  j we  therefore  deemed  it  high-  I 
time  to  return. 

At  this  time,  a head-land  on  the  weftern  fhore, 
to  which  the  name  of  Bald-head  was  given,  was  j 
about  one  league  diftant,  bearing  north  by  weft.  I 
The  coaft  extended  beyond  it  as  far  as  north-eaftby 
north,  where  it  appeared  to  terminate  in  a point ; 1 
behind  which,  the  coaft  of  the  high  land,  that  I 
was  feen  over  the  ifiands,  ftretched  itfelf.  The  1 
fhore  on  the  weftern  fide  of  Bald-head,  forms  a j 
bay,  in  the  bottom  of  which  is  a beach,  where 
we  perceived  many  huts  of  the  natives. 

We  continued  to  ply  back  during  the  whole  j 
night;  and,  by  day-break  on  the  ioth,  had  deep-] 
cned  our  water  fix  fathoms.  At  nine  o’clock, 
when  we  were  about  three  miles  from  the  weftj 
fhore.  Captain  Cook,  accompanied  by  Mr.  KingJ 
went  with  two  boats,  in  fearch  of  wood  and  wa-1 
ter.  They  landed  in  that  part,  where  the  coaftj 
projects  into  a bluff  head,  compofed  of  perpen- 
dicular Jirata  of  a dark-blue  rock,  intermixed 
with  glimmer  and  quartz.  Adjoining  to  the 
beach  is  a narrow  border  of  land,  which  was  at 
this  time  covered  with  long  grafs,  and  where  they 
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bblerved  fome  angelica.  The  ground,  beyond  this, 
rifes  with  fome  abruptnefs ; towards  the  top  of 
this  elevation,  they  found  a heath,  that  abounded 
with  berries  of  various  kinds  : further  onward  the 
country  was  rather  level,  and  thinly  covered  with 
fmall  fpruce- trees,  birch,  and  willows.  They 
law  the  tracks  of  foxes  and  deer  upon  the  beach  ; 
in  many  parts  of  which,  there  was  a great  abun- 
dance of  drift-wood : there  was  alfo  no  want  of 
frelh-water. 

Our  gentlemen  and  their  attendants  having  re- 
turned on  board,  the  Commodore  had  thoughts 
of  bringing  the  Ihips  to  an  anchor  here ; but  the 
wind  then  Ihifting  to  north-eaft,  and  blowing  ra- 
ther on  this  Ihore,  he  firetched  over  to  the  oppo- 
fite  one,  expelling  to  find  wood  there  likewife. 
At  eight  in  the  evenings  we  anchored  near  the 
fouthern  end  of  the  moft  northerly  ifland,  for  luch 
we  then  imagined  it  to  be.  The  next  morning, 
however,  we  found  that  it  was  a peninfula,  con- 
netted  with  the  continent  by  a low  ifthmus,  on 
each  fide  of  which,  a bay  is  formed  by  the  coalt. 
We  plied  into  the  fouthernmoft  of  thefe  bays,  arid 
call  anchor  again,  about  twelve  o’clock,  in  five 
fathoms  water,  over  a muddy  bottom the  point 
of  the  peninfula,  to  which  the  appellation  of  Cape 
Denbigh  was  given,  being  one  league  diftant,  in 
the  direttion  of  north  68°  weft. 

Weobferved  on  the  peninfula,  feveral  of  thena- 
tives  i and  one  of  them  came  off  in  a fmall  canoe. 
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Captain  Cook  gave  this  man  a knife  and  fome 
beads,  with  which  he  appeared  to  be  well  pleafed  ; 
we  made  figns  to  him  to  bring  us  fome  provifions, 
upon  which  he  inftantly  quitted  us,  and  paddled 
towards  the  fhore.  Happening  to  meet  another 
man  coming  off,  who  had  two  dried  falmon,  he 
got  them  from  him;  and  when  he  returned  to 
our  (hip,  he  refufed  to  give  them  to  any  body 
except  Captain  Cook.  Some  of  our  people  fan- 
cied, that  he  afked  for  him  under  the  name  of 
Capitane ; but,  in  this,  they  were  perhaps  mif- 
taken.  Others  of  the  inhabitants  came  off  foon 
afterwards,  and  gave  us  a few  dried  fifh,  in  ex- 
change for  fuch  trifles  as  we  had  to  barter  with 
them.  They  fhewed  no  diflike  for  tobacco,  but 
they  were  moft  defirous  of  knives. 

In  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Gore  was  difpatched  to 
the  pen  inful  a,  to  procure  wood  and  water;  of 
the  former  of  which  articles,  we  obferved  great 
plenty  upon  the  beach.  At  the  fame  time,  a 
boat  from  each  of  the  Ihips  was  fent  to  found 
round  the  bay ; and  at  three  o’clock,  the  wind 
frefhening  at  north-eaft,  we  weighed  anchor,  and 
endeavoured  to  work  further  in.  But  that  was 
quickly  found  to  be  impracticable,  by  reafon  of 
the  fhoals,  which  extended  entirely  round  the 
bay,  to  the  diftance  of  upwards  of  two  miles  from 
the  fhore ; as  the  officers,  who  had  been  fent  out 
for  the  purpofe  of  founding,  reported.  We 
therefore  flood  off  and  on  with  the  fhips,  waiting 
5 for 
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for  Lieutenant  Gore,  who  returned  about  eight 
o’clock  in  the  evening,  with  the  launch  loaded 
with  wood.  He  informed  the  Commodore,  that 
he  had  found  but  little  frefh-water,  and  that  the 
wood  could  not  be  procured  without  difficulty, 
on  account  of  the  boats  grounding  at  fome  dis- 
tance from  the  beach.  As  this  was  the  cafe,  we 
flood  back  to  the  other  ffiore  ; and  the  next  morn  - 
ing,  at  eight,  all  the  boats,  and  a detachment  of 
men,  with  an  officer,  were  fent  to  get  wood  from 
the  place  where  Captain  Cook  had  landed  on  the 
10th. 

After  having  continued,  for  fome  time,  to  Hand 
off  and  on  with  the  Ships,  we  at  length  call  an- 
chor in  lefs  than  five  fathoms,  at  the  diftance  of 
half  a league  from  the  coaft,  whofe  fouthern  point 
bore  fouth  26°  weft.  Cape  Denbigh  was  about 
twenty-fix  miles  diftant,  bearing  fouth  720  eaft  ■, 
Bald  Head  was  nine  leagues  off,  in  the  dire&ion 
of  north  6o°  eaft  5 and  the  ifiand  near  the  eaftern 
Ihore,  fouth  of  Cape  Denbigh,  named  by  Cap- 
tain Cook,  Befborough  Ifiand,  was  fifteen  leagues 
diftant,  bearing  fouth  520  eaft. 

This  being  a very  open  road,  and  therefore 
not  a fecure  ftation  for  the  Ships,  the  Commodore 
refolved  not  to  wait  till  our  flock  of  water  was 
completed,  as  that  would  take  up  fome  time  ; 
but  only  to  furnifh  both  Ships  with  wood,  and 
afterwards  to  feek  a more  commodious  place  for 
tne  ormer  article.  Our  people  carried  off  the 
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drift- wood  that  lay  on  the  beach,  and  performed 
that  bufinefs  with  great  expedition  for,  as  the 
wind  blew  along  the  fhore,  the  boats  were  ena- 
bled to  fail  both  ways.  In  the  afternoon  Captain 
Cook  went  on  fhore,  and  took  a walk  into  the 
country  ; which,  in  thofe  parts  where  there  was 
no  wood,  abounded  with  heath,  and  other  plants, 
feveral  of  which  had  plenty  of  berries,  all  ripe. 
Scarce  a Angle  plant  was  in  flower.  The  under- 
wood, fuch  as  birch,  alders,  and  willows,  occa- 
fioned  walking  to  be  very  troublefome  among  the 
trees,  which  were  all  fpruce,  and  none  of  which 
exceeded  feven  or  eight  inches  in  diameter  ; but 
fome  were  obferved  lying  on  the  beach,  that 
were  above  twice  that  fize.  All  the  drift- wood 
that  we  faw  in  thefe  northern  parts  was  fir. 

The  following  day,  which  was  Sunday  the  13th, 
a family  of  the  natives  came  near  the  fpot  where 
our  people  were  occupied  in  taking  off  wood. 
The  Captain  faw  only  the  hufband  and  wife,  and 
their  child,  befides  a fourth  perfon,  who  was  the 
moft  deformed  cripple  he  had  ever  feen.  The 
hufband  was  nearly  blind,  and  neithei  he,  nor 
his  wife,  were  fuch  well-looking  people  as  many  ; 
of  thofe  whom  we  had  met  with  on  this  coaft.  *; 
Both  of  them  had  their  lower  lips  perforated  ; 
and  they  were  in  poffeflion  of  fome  glafs-beads, 
refembling  thofe  we  had  feen  before  among  their 
neighbours.  Iron  was  the  article  that  pleafed 

them  moft.  For  four  knives  which  had  been 
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formed  out  of  an  old  iron-hoop,  the  Captain  ob- 
tained from  them  near  four  hundred  pounds 
weight  of  filh,  that  had  been  lately  caught  by 
them.  Some  of  thefe  were  trout,  and  others 
were,  with  refpect  to  fize  and  tafte,  fomewhat  be- 
tween a herring  and  a mullet.  The  Captain 
gave  a few  beads  to  the  child,  who  was  a female ; 
upon  which  the  mother  immediately  burft  into 
tears,  then  the  father,  next  after  him  the  cripple, 
and  atlaft,  to  add  the  finifhing  ftroke  to  the  con- 
cert, the  child  herfelf.  This  mufic,  however, 
was  not  of  long  duration. 

Mr.  King  had,  on  the  preceding  day,  been 
in  company  with  the  fame  family.  His  account 
of  this  interview  is  to  the  following  purport: 
While  he  attended  the  wooding  party,  a canoe, 
filled  with  natives,  approached,  out  of  which  an 
elderly  man  and  woman  (the  hufband  and  wife 
above-mentioned)  came  afliore.  Mr.  King  pre- 
fented  a fmall  knife  to  the  woman,  andpromifed 
to  give  her  a much  larger  one  in  exchange  for 
fome  fifh.  She  made  figns  to  him  to  follow 
her.  After  he  had  proceeded  with  them  about  a 
mile,  the  man  fell  down  as  he  was  eroding  a ftony 
beach,  and  happened  to  cut  his  foot  very  much. 
This  occafioned  Mr.  King  to  flop  j upon  which 
the  woman  pointed  to  her  hufband’s  eyes,  which 
were  covered  with  a thick,  whitifh  film.  He  af- 
terwards kept  clofe  to  his  wife,  who  took  care 
to  apprize  him  of  the  obftacles  in  his  way.  The 
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woman  had  a child  on  her  back,  wrapped  up  in 
the  hood  of  her  jacket.  After  walking  about 
two  miles,  they  arrived  at  an  open  Ikin-boat, 
which  was  turned  on  one  fide,  the  convex  part 
towards  the  wind,  and  was  made  to  ferve  for  the 
habitation  of  this  family.  Mr.  King  now  per- 
formed a remarkable  operation  on  the  man’s  eyes. 
He  was  firfl  defired  to  hold  his  breath,  then  to 
breathe  on  the  diftempered  eyes,  and  afterwards 
to  fpit  on  them.  The  woman  then  took  both  the 
hands  of  Mr.  King,  and  prefling  them  to  the 
man’s  flomach,  held  them  there  for  fome  time, 
while  fhe  recounted  fome  melancholy  hiftory  re- 
fpedling  her  family  fometimes  pointing  to  her 
hufband,  fometimes  to  her  child,  and  at  other 
times  to  the  cripple,  who  was  related  to  her. 
Mr.  King  purchafed  all  the  fifli  they  had,  which 
confided  of  excellent  falmon,  falmon-trout,  and 
mullet.  Thefe  fifli  were  faithfully  delivered  to 
the  perfon  he  fent  for  them. 

The  woman  was  fhort  and  fquat,  and  her  vifage 
was  plump  and  round.  She  wore  a jacket  made 
of  deer  fkin,  with  a large  hood,  and  had  on  a 
pair  of  wide  boots.  She  was  pundtured  from  the 
lip  to  the  chin.  Her  hufband  was  well  made, 
and  about  five  feet  two  inches  in  height.  His 
hair  was  black  and  fhort,  and  he  had  but  little 
beard.  His  complexion  was  of  a light  copper 
call.  He  had  two  holes  in  his  lower  lip,  in 
which,  however,  he  had  no  ornaments.  The 
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teeth  of  both  of  them  were  black,  and  appeared 
as  if  they  had  been  filed  down  level  with  the 
gums. 

O - i 

Before  night,  on  the  13th,  we  had  amply  fur- 
nifhed  the  fhips  with  wood,  and  had  conveyed  on 
board  about  a dozen  tuns  of  water  to  each.  On 
the  14th  a party  was  detached  on  fhore  to  cut 
brooms,  and  likewife  the  branches  of  fpruce -trees 
for  brewing  beer.  About  twelve  o’clock  all  our 
people  were  taken  on  board,  for  the  wind  ffefhen- 
ing  had  raifed  fo  heavy  a furf  on  the  beach,  that 
our  boats  could  not  continue  to  land  without 
extreme  difficulty  and  danger. 

As  doubts  were  {till  entertained  whether  the 
coafl,  upon  which  we  now  were,  belonged  to  an 
ifland,  or  to  the  continent  of  America,  lieute- 
nant King  was  difpatched  by  the  Commodore, 
with  two  boats,  well  manned  and  armed,  to  make 
fuch  a fearch  as  might  tend  to  remove  all  differ- 
ence of  opinion  on  the  fubjedt.  He  was  in- 
ftrudted  to  proceed  towards  the  north  as  far  as 
the  extreme  point  feen  on  Wednefdaythe  9th,  or 
a little  further,  ifheffiould  find  it  neceffary;  to 
land  there,  and,  from  the  heights,  endeavour  to 
difcover  whether  the  land  he  was  then  upon, 
imagined  to  be  the  ifland  of  Alafchka,  was  really 
an  ifland,  or  was  connected  with  the  land  to  the 
eaflward,  fuppofed  to  be  the  American  conti- 
nent. If  in  proved  to  be  an  ifland,  he  was  to 
examine  the  depth  of  water  in  the  channel  be- 
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tween  it  and  the  continent,  and  which  way  the 
flood-tide  came : but,  if  he  fhould  find  the  two 
lands  united,  he  was  to  return  immediately  to 
the  fhip.  He  was  directed  not  to  be  abfent 
longer  than  four  or  five  days  j and  it  was  alfo 
mentioned  in  his  inftrudtions,  that,  if  any  unfore- 
feen  or  unavoidable  accident  fhould  force  our 
fhips  off  the  coaft,  the  rendezvous  was  to  be  at 
the  harbour  of  Samganoodha. 

On  Tuefday  the  15th,  the  fhips  removed  over 
to  the  bay  on  the  fouth  eaflern  fide  of  Cape  Den- 
bigh, where  we  caft  anchor  in  the  afternoon. 
Not  long  after,  feveral  of  the  inhabitants  came 
off  in  canoes,  and  gave  us  fome  dried  ialmon  in 
exchange  for  trifling  articles.  Early  the  next 
morning,  nine  men,  each  in  a feparate  canoe, 
paid  us  a vifit,  with  the  foie  view  of  gratifying 
their  curiofity.  They  approached  the  fhip  with 
caution,  and  drawing  up  abreaft  of  each  other, 
under  our  flern,  favoured  us  with  a fong;  while 
one  of  their  number  made  many  ludicrous  mo- 
tions with  his  hands  and  body,  and  another  beat 
upon  a fort  of  drum.  There  was  nothing  favage, 
either  in  the  fong,  or  the  geftures  with  wdiich  it 
was  accompanied.  There  feemed  to  be  no  dif- 
ference, either  with  refpeft  to  fize  or  features, 
between  thefe  people,  and  thofe  whom  we  had 
feen  on  every  other  part  of  the  coaft,  except  King 
George’s  SounJ.  Their  drefs,  which  chiefly 
coafifted  of  the  fkins  of  deer,  was  made  after 
e.  the 
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the  fame  mode;  and  they  had  adopted  the  prac- 
tice of  perforating  their  lower  lips,  and  affixing 
ornaments  to  them. 

The  habitations  of  thefe  Americans  were  fitu- 
ated  clofe  to  the  beach.  They  confift  merely 
of  a Hoping  roof,  without  any  flde-walls,  form- 
ed of  logs,  and  covered  with  earth  and  grafs.  The 
-floor  is  likewife  laid  with  logs.  The  entrance  is 
at  one  end,  and  the  fire-place  is  juft  within  it. 
A fmall  hole  is  made  near  the  door  of  the  hut, 
for  the  purpofeof  letting  out  the  fmoke. 

A party  of  men  was  difpatched,  this  morning,  to 
the  peninfula  for  brooms  and  fpruce.  Half  the  re- 
mainder' of  the  people  of  both  fhips  were,  at  the 
fame  time,  permitted  to  go  afhore  and  gather  ber- 
ries. Thefe  returned  on  board  about  twelve  o’clock, 
and  the  other  half  then  landed  for  the  fame  purpofe. 
The  berries  found  here  were  hurtle-berries,  heath- 
berries,  partridge-berries,  and  wild  currant-ber- 
ries. Captain  Cook  alfo  went  afhore  himfelf,  and 
took  a walk  over  part  of  the  peninfula.  He  met 
with  very  good  grafs  in  feveral  places,  and  fcarce- 
ly  obferved  a Angle  fpot  on  which  fome  vege- 
table was  not  growing.  The  low  land  by  which 
this  peninfula  is  united  to  the  continent,  abounds 
with  narrow  creeks,  and  likewife  with  ponds  of 
water,  feveral  of  which  were  at  this  time  frozen 
over.  There  were  numbers  of  buftards  and  geefe, 
but  they  were  fo  fhy,  that  it  was  impoflible  to 
get  within  mufquet-fhot  of  them.  Some  fnipes 
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were  alfo  feen  ; and,  on  the  higher  grounds,  were 
partridges  of  two  fpecies  where  there  was  wood, 
mufquitoes  were  numerous.  Some  of  the  of- 
ficers, who  went  further  into  the  country  than 
Captain  Cook  did,  met  with  fome  of  the  na- 
tives of  both  fexes,  who  treated  them  with  ci- 
vility and  kindnefs. 

The  Commodore  was  of  opinion,  that  this  pe- 
ninfula  had  been  an  ifland  in  fome  diftant  period  ; 
for  there  were  marks  of  the  fea  having  formerly 
flowed  over  the  ifthmus  ; and  even  at  prefent,  it 
appeared  to  be  kept  out  by  a bank  of  fand,  ftones, 
and  wood,  which  the  waves  had  thrown  up.  It 
was  manifefl  from  this  bank,  that  the  land  here 
encroached  upon  the  fea,  and  it  was  not  difficult 
to  trace  its  gradual  formation. 

Lieutenant  King  returned  from  his  expedition 
about  feven  o’clock  this  evening.  He  had  fet 
out  at  eight  o’clock  at  night,  on  the  14th.  The 
crews  ol  the  boats  rowed  without  intermiffion 
towards  the  land,  till  one  in  the  morning  of  the 
15th.  They  then  fet  their  fails,  and  flood  acrofs 
the  bay,  which  the  coaft  forms  to  the  weftward 
of  Bald-Head.  They  afterwards,  about  three 
o’clock,  again  made  ufe  of  their  oars,  and,  by  two  in 
the  afternoon,  had  got  within  two  miles  of  Bald- 
Head,  under  the  lee  of  the  high  land.  At  that 
time  all  the  men  in  the  boat  belonging  to  the 
Refolution,  except  two,  were  fo  opprefled  with 
fatigue  and  deep,  that  Mr.  King’s  utmoft  endea- 
vours 
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vours  to  make  them  put  on  were  perfectly  inef- 
fectual. They,  at  length,  were  fo  far  exhaufted, 
as  to  drop  their  oars,  and  fall  afleep  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  boat.  In  confequence  of  this,  Mr. 
King,  and  two  gentlemen  who  were  with  him, 
were  obliged  to  lay  hold  of  the  oars ; and  they 
landed,  a little  after  three  o’clock,  between  Bald- 
Head  and  a point  that  projects  to  the  eallward. 

Mr.  King,  upon  his  landing,  afcended  the 
heights,  from  which  he  could  fee  the  two  coafts 
join,  and  that  the  inlet  terminated  in  a fmall 
creek  or  river,  before  which  there  were  banks  of 
fand  or  mud,  and  in  every  part  fhoal  water.  The 
land,  for  fome  diftance  towards  the  north,  was 
low  and  fwampy  j then  it  role  in  hills ; and  the 
perfedt  junction  of  thofe,  on  each  fide  of  the  in- 
let, was  traced  without  the  leaft  difficulty. 

From  the  elevated  fituation  in  which  Mr.  Kino- 
took  his  lurvey  of  the  Sound,  he  could  difcern 
many  fpacious  vallies,  with  rivers  flowing  throuo-h 
them,  well  wooded,  and  bounded  by  hills  of  a 
moderate  height.  One  of  the  rivers  towards  the 
north-weft  Teemed  to  be  confiderable  ; and  he 
was  inclined  to  fuppofe,  from  its  direction,  that 
it  difcharged  itfelf  into  the  Tea  at  the  head  of  the 
bay.  Some  of  his  people,  penetrating  beyond 
this  into  the  country,  found  the  trees  to  be  of  a 
larger  ftze  the  further  they  proceeded. 

To  this  inlet  Captain  Cook  gave  the  name  of 
Norton’s  Sound,  in  honour  of  Sir  Fletcher  Nor- 
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ton,  now  Lord  Grantley,  a near  relation  of  Mr. 
King.  It  extends  northward  as  far  as  the  latitude 
of  64°  55'  north.  The  bay,  wherein  our  drips 
were  now  at  anchor,  is  fituated  on  the  fouth-  ; 
eaftern  fide  of  it,  and  is  denominated  Cbacktoole 
by  the  natives.  It  is  not  a very  excellent  ftation, 
being  expofed  to  the  fouth  and  fouth-weft  winds. 
Nor  is  a harbour  to  be  met  with  in  all  this  Sound. 
We  were  fo  fortunate,  however,  as  to  have  the 
wind  from  the  north-eaft  and  the  north,  during 
the  whole  time  of  our  continuance  here,  with 
very  fine  weather.  This  afforded  an  opportunity 
of  making  a great  number  of  lunar  obfervations, 
the  mean  refult  of  which  gave  1970  13'  eaft,  as 
the  longitude  of  the  anchoring-place  on  thewef- 
tern-fide  of  the  Sound,  while  its  latitude  was  64® 
31'  north.  With  refped:  to  the  tides,  the  night- 
flood  rofe  two  or  three  feet,  and  the  day-flood 
was  fcarcely  perceivable. 

Captain  Cook  being  now  perfectly  convinced, 
that  Mr.  Strehlin’s  map  was  extremely  erroneous, 
and  having  reftored  the  continent  of  America  to 
the  fpace  which  that  gentleman  had  occupied 
with  his  imaginary  ifland  of  Alalchka,  thought  it 
now  high  time  to  quit  thefe  northerly  regions, 
and  retire  to  fome  place  for  the  winter,  where 
he  might  obtain  provifions  and  refrefliments.  He 
did  not  confider  Petropaulowlka,  or  the  harbour 
of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul  in  Kamtfchatka,  as  like- 
ly to  furnilh  a fufhcient  fupply.  He  had  like- 
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wife  other  reafons  for  not  going  thither  at 
prefentj  the  principal  of  which  was,  his  great  un- 
willingnefs  to  remain  inactive  for  fix  or  fevem 
months,  which  would  have  been  the  confequerice 
of  palling  the  winter  in  any  of  thefe  northern 
countries.  He  at  length  concluded,  that  no  fi- 
tuation  was  fo  convenient  for  our  purpofe  as  the 
Sandwich  Iflands.  To  them,  therefore,  he  form- 
ed a refolution  of  repairing.  But  a fupply  of 
water  being  neceffary  before  he  could  execute 
that  defign,  he  determined,  with  a view  of  pro- 
curing this  effential  article,  to  fearch  the  coaft  of 
America  for  a harbour,  by  proceeding  along  it  to  * 
the  fouthward.  If  he  Ihould  not  meet  with  fuc- 
cefs  in  that  fearch,  his  intention  was  to  reach 
Samganoodha,  which  was  appointed  for  our  place 
of  rendezvous,  in  cafe  the  fhips  ihould  happen  to 
feparate. 
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C II  A P.  XI. 

Stuart's  IJland  difcovered — Its  Situation , Extent , 
&c. — Cape  Stephens — Point  Sh allow -Water — 
Shoals  on  the  Coafi  of  North- America — Clerke’s 
Ifiand — Gore's  IJland — Pinnacle  If  and — Phe  Re - 
Jolution  Jprings  a Leak — The  Ships  arrive  at 
Gonalajhka — Plentiful  Supplies  of  Fife — Inter-  J 
courfc  with  the  Natives , and  the  Ruffian  P raders 
— Mr.  Ifmylojf  comes  on  board — Intelligence  re- 
ceived from  him — Pwo  Charts  produced  by  him — 
Account  of  the  Ifiands  vifited  by  the  Ruffians — 
Of  their  Settlement  at  Oonalafhka — Befcription 
if  the  Natives — Pheir  Drefs — Food — Manner  of 
Building  — Manufactures  — Canoes  — Implements 
for  Hunting  and  Fifhing — Fifh  and  other  Sea  Ani- 
mals— Water  Fowls — Land- Birds — Quadrupeds 
Vegetables  — Stones — Repofitories  of  the  Bead — 
Bifeajes — Refemblance  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
Side  of  America  to  the  Efquimaux  and  Green- 
landers— Piles,  Longitude , Set. 

JN  the  morning  of  the  17th  of  September,  we 
weighed  anchor  with  a light  eaflerly  breeze, 
and  fleering  to  the  fouthward,  attempted  to  pafs 
within  Befborough  1 (land ; but,  though  it  is  fix 
or  feven  miles  dillant  from  the  continent,  we 
were  prevented,  by  meeting  with  fhoal  water. 
Having  but  little  wind  all  the  day,  we  did  not 
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pafs  that  illand  before  it  was  dark;  and  the  night 
was  ipent  under  an  eafy  fail. 

At  day-break,  on  the  18  th,  we  refumed  our 
progrels  along  the  coaft.  At  noon,  our  found- 
ings were  no  more  than  five  fathoms.  Befbo- 
rough  Ifland,  at  this  time,  bore  north  420  eafc; 
the  molt  foutherly  land  in  fight,  which  alfo  prov- 
ed to  be  an  ifland,  bore  fouth  66°  weft;  the  paf- 
fage  between  it  and  the  continent,  was  in  the  di- 
rection of  fouth  40°  weft,  and  the  neareft  land, 
was  at  the  diftance  of  about  two  miles. 

We  continued  to  fleer  for  this  pafiage,  till  the 
boats  which  were  a-head  made  the  fignal  for  hav- 
ing no  more  than  three  fathoms  water.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this,  we  hauled  without  the  ifland, 
and  difplayed  the  fignal  for  the  Refolution’s  boat 
to  keep  between  the  fhore  and  the  fhips. 

This  ifland,  to  which  the  name  of  Stuart’s 
Ifland  was  given,  lies  in  the  latitude  of  63°  35' 
north,  and  is  feventeen  leagues  diflant  from  Cape 
Denbigh,  in  the  direction  of  fouth  270  weft. 
It  is  fix  or  feven  leagues  in  circumference. 
Though  fome  parts  of  it  are  of  a moderate  height, 
yet,  in  general,  it  is  low,  with  fome  rocks  off 
the  weflern  part.  The  greatefl  part  of  the  coaft 
of  the  continent  is  low  land,  but  we  percfeived 
high  land  up  the  country.  It  forms  a point,  op- 
pofite  the  ifland,  which  was  diflinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  Cape  Stephens,  and  is  fituated  in  the 
latitude  of  63°  33'  north,  and  in  the  longitude  of 
VOL.  III.— m°  I4.  G • joy 
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I97°4l/  eaff  Some  drift  wood  was  obferved  on 
the  fhores,  both  of  the  ifland  and  of  the  conti- 
nent ; but  not  a Single  tree  was  feen  growing  upon 
either.  VefTels  might  anchor,  upon  occafion, 
between  the  continent  and  the  north-eaft  fide  of 
this  ifland,  in  a depth  of  five  fathoms,  flieltered 
from  the  eafterly,  weflerly,  and  foutherly  winds. 
But  this  ftation  would  be  entirely  expofed  to  the 
northerly  winds,  the  land,  in  that  direction,  be- 
ing too  remote  to  afford  any  lecurity.  Before 
we  reached  Stuart’s  Ifland,  we  patted  two  Tittle 
iflands,  fituate  between  us  and  the  main  land ; 
and  as  we  ranged  along  the  coaft,  feveral  of  the 
natives  made  their  appearance  upon  the  fhore, 
and,  by  figns,  feemed  to  invite  us  to  approach. 

We  were  no  fooner  without  the  ifland,  than  we 
fleered  fouth  by  weft,  for  the  moft  fouthern  part 
of  the  continent  in  fight,  till  eight  in  the  even- 
ing, when,  the  depth  of  water  having  decreafed 
from  fix  fathoms  to  lefs  than  four,  we  tacked  and 
flood  to  the  northward  into  fiVe  fathoms,  and 
then  patted  the  night  in  (landing  off  and  on.  At 
the  time  we  tacked,  the  fouthernmofl  point  of 
land  above-mentioned,  which  we  named  Point 
Shallow-Water,  bore  fouth  half  eaft,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  feven  leagues.  On  the  19th,  at  day- 
break, we  relumed  our  foutherly  courfe ; but 
ihoal  water  loon  obliged  us  to  haul  more  to  the 
weftward.  We  were  at  length  fo  far  advanced 
upon  the  bank,  that  we  could  not  hold  a north- 
3 north*- 
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north-weft  courfe,  as  we  fometimes  met  with  on!/ 
four  fathoms.  The  wind  blowing  frefh  at  eaft- 
north-eaft,  it  was  now  high  time  to  endeavour  to 
find  a greater  depth  of  water,  and  to  quit  a coaft 
upon  which  we  could  no  longer  navigate  with 
fafety.  We  therefore  hauled  the  wind  to  the 
northward,  and  the  water  gradually  increafed  in 
depth  to  eight  fathoms. 

At  the  time  of  our  hauling  the  wind,  we  were 
about  twelve  leagues  diftant  from  the  continent, 
and  nine  to  the  weft  of  Stuart’s  Ifland.  We  faw 
no  land  to  the  fouthward  of  Point  Shallow- Wa- 
ter, which  Captain  Cook  judged  to  lie  in  the  la- 
titude of  63°  north  ; fo  that  between  this  latitude 
and  Shoal  Nefs,  in  latitude  6o°,  the  coaft  has 
not  been  explored.  It  is  probably  acceftible  only 
to  boats,  or  very  fmall  veflels ; or,  if  there  are 
channels  for  veflels  of  greater  magnitude,  it 
would  require  fome  time  to  find  them.  From 
the  maft-head,  the  fea  within  us  appeared  to  be 
checquered  with  fhoals ; the  water  was  very 
muddy  and  diicoloured,  and  much  frefher  than 
at  any  of  the  places  where  our  fliips  had  lately 
anchored.  From  this  we  inferred,  that  a con-fi- 
derable  river  runs  into  the  fea,  in  this  unexplored 
part. 

After  we  had  got  into  eight  fathoms  water,  we 
fleered  to  the  weftward,  and  afterwards  more 
foutherly,  for  the  land  difcovered  by  us  on  the 
5th  of  September,  which  at  noon  on  the  20th, 
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bore  fouth-wefl  by  weft,  at  the  diftancc  of  ten  or 
eleven  leagues.  We  had  now  a frefh  gale  at 
north*  and,  at  intervals,  fhowers  of  hail  and  fnow, 
with  a pretty  high  lea.  To  the  land  before  us, 
the  Commodore  gave  the  appellation  of  Clerke’s 
Illand.  It  Hands  in  the  latitude  of  63°  15',  and 
in  the  longitude  of  190°  30'.  It  feemed  to  be  an 
illand  of  confiderable  extent,  in  which  are  ieve- 
ral  hills,  all  connected  by  low  ground,  fo  that  it 
looks,  at  a diftance,  like  a group  of  illands.  Near 
its  eaftern  part  is  a little  illand,  which  is  remark- 
able for  having  on  it  three  elevated  rocks.  Both 
the  greater  illand,  and  this  fmaller  one,  were  in- 
habited. 

About  fix  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  we  reach- 
ed the  northern  point  of  Clerke’s  Illand ; and 
having  ranged  along  its  coaft  till  dark,  we  brought 
to  during  the  night.  Early  the  next  morning, 
we  again  Hood  in  for  the  coaft,  and  proceeded 
along  it  in  quell  of  an  harbour,  till  twelve  o’clock, 
when  finding  no  probability  of  fuccefs,  we  left 
it  and  fleered  fouth-fouth-weft,  for  the  land  dis- 
covered by  us  on  the  29th  of  July;  having  a 
frefh  gale  at  north,  accompanied  with  fhowers  of 
fnow  and  fleer. 

On  Wednefday  the  23d,  at  day-break,  the 
land  above-mentioned  made  its  appearance,  bear- 
ing fouth-weft,  at  the  diftancc  of  fix  or  feven 
leagues.  From  this  point  of  view,  it  refembled 
a duller  of  illands ; but  it  was  found  to  be  only 
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one,  of  about  thirty  miles  in  extent,  in  the  di- 
re&ion  of  north-weft  and  fouth-eaft;  the  fouch 
eaftern  extremity  being  Cape  Upright,  which 
we  have  mentioned  before.  The  ifland  is  nar- 
row, particularly  at  the  low  necks  of  land  by 
which  the  hills  are  connected.  Captain  Cook* 
afterwards  found,  that  it  was  entirely  unknown 
to  the  Ruffians,  and  therefore,  confidering  it  as  a 
difcovery  of  our  own,  he  named  it  Gore’s  Ifland. 
It  appeared  to  be  barren  and  deftitute  of  inha- 
bitants, at  leaft  we  faw  none.  Nor  did  we  ob- 
; ferve  fuch  a number  of  birds  about  it,  as  we  had 
Teen  when  we  firft  difcovered  it.  But  we  per- 
ceived fome  fea-otters,  an  animal  which  we  had 
not  found  to  the  north  of  this  latitude.  About 
twelve  miles  from  Cape  Upright,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  fouth  720  weft,  ftands  a fmall  ifland,  whofe 
lofty  fummit  terminates  in  feveral  pinnacle  rocks, 
for  which  reafon  it  obtained  the  name  of  Pin- 
nacle Ifland. 

At  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  after  we  had 
pafll-d  Cape  Upright,  we  fteered  fouth-eaft  by 
fouth,  for  Samganoodna,  with  a gentle  breeze 
it  north- north- weft,  being  refolved  to  lofe  no 
T,°re  t,me  in  fearching  for  an  harbour  among 
hands,  which  we  now  began  to  fufped  had  no 
Jxiftence;  at  leaft,  not  in  the  latitude  and  Ion- 
j'tude  in  which  they  have  been  placed  by  mo- 
iern  delineators  of  charts.  On  the  24th,  in  the 
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evening,  the  wind  veered  to  fouth-weft  and  fouth, 
and  increafed  to  a frefti  gale. 

We  continued  our  eafterly  courfe  till  eight  in 
the  morning  of  the  25th,  when  in  the  longitude 
of  191°  iof  and  in  the  latitude  of  58°  32',  we 
tacked  and  ftood  to  the  weft  ward  ; foon  after 
which,  the  gale  increafing,  we  were  reduced  to 
two  courfes,  and  clofe-reefed  main-top-fails.  In 
a fhort  time  after,  the  Refolution  fprung  a leak, 
under  the  ftarboard  buttock,  which  was  fo  conlide- 
rable,  as  to  keep  one  pump  conftantly  employed. 
We  would  not  venture  to  put  the  fhip  upon  the 
other  tack,  from  the  apprehenfion  of  getting  upon 
the  fhoals  that  lie  to  the  north-weft  of  Cape 
Newenham;  but  continued  to  fteer  towards  the 
weft,  till  fix  in  the  evening  of  Saturday  the  26th, 
when  we  wore  and  ftood  to  the  eaftward  ; and 
then  the  leak  gave  us  no  farther  trouble.  This 
proved,  that  it  was  above  the  water-line,  which 
gave  us  great  fatisfa&ion.  The  gale  had  now 
ceafed,  but  the  wind  continued  at  fouth,  and 
fouth-weft,  for  fome  days  longer. 

At  length,  on  Friday  the  2d  of  October,  at 
day-break,  we  law  the  ifle  of  Oonalalhka,  in  3 
fouth-eaft  direction.  But  as  the  land  was  ob- 
fcured  by  a thick  haze,  we  were  not  certain  with 
refpcft  to  our  fituarion  till  noon,  when  the  ob- 
ferved  latitude  determined  it.  We  hauled  into 
a bay,  ten  miles  to  the  weftward  of  Samganood-  ' 
ha,  known  by  the  appellation  of  Egoochfliac; 
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but  finding  very  deep  water,  we  fpeedily  left  it. 
The  natives  vifited  us  at  different  times,  bring- 
ing with  them  dried  falmon,  and  other  fifh, 
which  our  lailors  received  in  exchange  for  to- 
bacco. Only  a few  days  before,  every  ounce  of 
tobacco  that  remained  in  the  fhip,  had  been  dis- 
tributed among  them,  and  the  quantity  was  not 
half  fufncient  to  anfwer  their  demands.  Not- 
with (landing  this,  fo  thoughtlefs  and  improvi- 
dent a being  is  an  Englifh  failor,  that  they  were 
as  profufe  in  making  their  bargains,  as  if  we  had 
arrived  at  a port  in  Virginia  j by  which  means, 
in  lei's  than  two  days,  the  value  of  this  commo- 
dity was  lowered  above  a thoufand  per  cent. 

The  next  day,  at  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
we  anchored  in  the  harbour  of  Samganoodha, 
and,  on  the  morning  of  the  4th,  the  carpenters 
were  employed  in  ripping  off  the  fheathing  of 
and  under  the  wale  of  the  Refolution  on  the  {lar- 
board fide.  Many  of  the  Teams  were  found  en- 
tirely open ; it  was  therefore  not  to  be  wondered 
at,  that  fo  much  water  had  got  into  the  fhip. 
W e cleared  the  fifh  and  fpirit  rooms,  and  the 
after-hold  3 and  dilpofed  things  in  luch  a man- 
ner, that,  in  cafe  of  any  future  leaks  of  the  fame 
nature,  the  water  might  find  its  way  to  the  pumps. 
Befides  this  woik,  and  completing  our  flock  of 
water,  we  cleared  the  fore-hold,  and  took  in  a 
quantity  of  ballad. 
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The  vegetables  we  had  met  with  when  we  were 
here  before,  were  now,  for  the  moft  part,  in  a 
Hate  of  decay.  There  being  great  plenty  of  ber- 
ries, one-third  of  the  people,  by  turns,  had  per- 
miflion  to  go  a-fhore  and  gather  them.  Confi- 
derable  quantities  of  them  were  alfo  brought  to 
us  by  the  inhabitants.  If  there  were  any  feeds 
of  the  fcurvy,  among  the  people  of  either  fhip, 
thefe  berries,  and  the  ufe  of  fpruce  beer,  which 
they  were  allowed  to  drink  every  other  day,  effec- 
tually eradicated  them. 

We  likewile  procured  abundance  of  fifh  ; at 
firft,  chiefly  falmon,  both  frefh  and  dried,  which 
the  natives  brought  us.  Some  of  the  frefh  fal- 
mon  was  in  the  higheft  perfettion  but  there  was 
one  fort,  which,  from  the  figure  ofpts  head,  we 
called  hook-nofed,  that  was  but  indifferent. 
Drawing  the  feine  feveral  times,  at  the  head  of 
the  bay,  we  caught  many  falmon  trout,  and  a 
halibut  that  weighed  two  hundred  and  fifty-four 
pounds.  We  afterwards  had  recourfe  to  hooks 
and  lines.  A boat  was  fent  out  every  morning, 
which  feldom  returned  without  eight  or  ten  ha- 
libut, a quantity  more  than  fufhcient  to  ferve  all 
our  people.  Thefe  fifh  were  excellent  and  there 
were  few  who  did  not  prefer  them  to  falmon. 
Thus  we  not  only  obtained  a fupply  of  fifh  for 
prefen t confumption,  but  had  fome  to  carry  with 
us  to  lea. 
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Captain  Cook  received,  on  the  8th,  by  the 
hands  of  a native  of  Oonalafhka,  named  Derra- 
moufhk,  a very  Angular  prefent,  confidering  the 
place  we  were  in.  It  was  a rye  loaf,  or  rather  a 
pye  in  the  form  of  a loaf,  as  it  enclofed  fome  fal- 
mon,  well  feafoned  with  pepper.  This  man  had 
brought  a fimilar  prefent  for  Captain  Clerke, 
and  a note  for  each  of  the  Captains,  written  in  a 
chara6ler  which  none  of  us  underftood.  It  was 
natural  to  imagine,  that  thefe  two  prefents  were 
from  fome  Ruffians  now  in  our  neighbourhood, 
and  therefore  the  Captains  fent,  by  the  fame  mef- 
lenger,  to  thefe  unknown  friends,  a few  bottles 
of  rum,  wine  and  porter,  which  they  fuppofed 
would  be  highly  acceptable.  Captain  Cook  alfo 
fent,  in  company  with  Derramouffik,  Corporal 
Lediard,  of  the  marines,  an  intelligent  man,  for 
the  purpofe  of  gaining  farther  information  ; with 
orders,  that  if  he  met  with  any  Ruffians,  he  ffiould 
endeavour  to  make  them  underftand,  that  we 
were  Englifhmen,  the  friends  and  allies  of  their 
nation. 

On  Saturday  the  10th,  Corporal  Lediard  re- 
turned  with  three  Ruffian  feamen,  or  furriers, 
who,  with  feveral  others,  refided  at  Egoochffiac, 
where  they  had  fome  ftore-houfes,  a dwelling- 
houfe,  and  a Hoop  of  about  thirty  tons  burthen. 
One  of  thefe  Ruffians  was  either  Mailer  or  Mate 
of  this  veffid.  They  were  all  three  intelligent, 
well-behaved  men,  and  extremely  ready  to  give 
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ns  all  the  information  v/e  could  defire.  But,  for 
want  of  an  interpreter,  we  found  it  very  difficult 
to  underftand  each  other.  They  appeared  to 
have  a perfect  knowledge  of  the  attempts  which 
their  countrymen  had  made  to  navigate  the  Frozen 
Ocean,  and  of  the  difcoveries  that  had  been  made 
from  Kamtfchatka,  by  Beering,  Tfcherikoff,  and 
Spangenberg.  But  they  had  not  the  leaft  idea  to 
what  part  of  the  world  Mr.  Staehlin’s  map  re- 
ferred, when  it  was  laid  before  them.  When 
Captain  Cook  pointed  out  Kamtfchatka,  and 
ibme  other  places,  upon  this  map,  they  afked 
him  whether  he  had  feen  the  iflanbs  there  repre- 
fented;  and,  on  his  anfwering,  in  the  negative, 
one  of  them  put  his  finger  upon  a part  of  the 
map,  where  a number  of  iflands  are  laid  down, 
and  faid,  that  he  had  cruifed  there  in  fearch  of 
land,  but  could  never  meet  with  any.  The  Cap- 
tain then  fhewed  them  his  own  chart,  and  found 
that  they  were  Grangers  to  every  part  of  the  coaft 
of  America,  except  that  which  lies  oppofite  this 
ifland. 

One  of  thefe  men  faid,  that  he  had  been  with 
Beering  in  his  American  voyage ; but  he  muft 
then  have  been  very  young;  for  even  now,  at 
the  diflance  of  thirty-feven  years,  he  had  not  the 
appearance  of  being  aged.  Never  u'as  greater 
refpeCc  paid  to  the  memory  of  any  eminent  per- 
fon,  than  by  thefe  men  to  that  ofBcering.  The 
trade  in  which  they  arc  engaged,  is  very  advan- 
tageous. 
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tageous,  and  its  being  undertaken  and  extended 
to  the  eaftward  of  Kamtfchatka,  was  the  imrne- 
diate  refult  of  the  fecond  voyage  of  that  diftin- 
guiihed  navigator,  whofe  misfortunes  proved  the 
fource  of  much  private  benefit  to  individuals, 
and  of  public  utility  to  the  Ruffian  empire.  And 
yet,  if  his  difcreffies  had  not  accidentally  carried 
him  to  the  ifland  which  bears  his  name,  where 
he  ended  his  life,  and  from  whence  the  remainder 
of  his  ffiip’s  crew  brought  back  fpecimens  of  its 
valuable  furs,  the  Ruffians  would  probably  have 
undertaken  no  future  voyages,  which  could  lead 
them  to  make  difcoveries  in  this  fea,  towards  the 
American  coafl.  Indeed,  after  'nis  time,  their 
miniftry  feem  to  have  paid  lefs  attention  to  this 
object;  and,  for  what  difcoveries  have  been  fince 
made,  we  are  principally  indebted  to  the  enter- 
prizing  fpirit  of  private  merchants,  encouraged, 
however,  by  the  fuperintending  care  of  the  court 
of  Peterfburg. 

The  three  Ruffians  having  remained  all  night 
with  the  Commodore,  vifited  Captain  Clerke  the 
following  morning,  and  then  departed,  perfectly 
fatisfied  with  the  reception  they  had  met  with. 
They  promifed  to  return  in  a few  days,  and  bring 
with  them  a chart  of  the  iflands  fituate  between 
Kamtfchatka  and  Oonalafhka. 

In  the  evening  of  the  14th,  while  Captain 
Cook  and  Mr.  Webber  were  at  a village,  not  far 
from  Samganoodha,  a Ruffian  landed  there,  who 
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proved  to  be  the  principal  perfon  among  his  coun- 
trymen in  this  and  the  adjacent  ides.  His  name 
was  Erafim  Gregorioff"  Sin  Ifmyloff".  He  arrived 
in  a canoe  that  carried  three  perfons,  attended  by 
twenty  or  thirty  fmaller  canoes,  each  conduced 
by  one  man.  Immediately  after  landing,  they 
conftruCted  a fmall  tent  for  Ifmyloff",  of  materials 
which  they  had  brought  with  them,  and  they 
afterwards  made  others  for  themfelves,  of  their 
canoes  and  paddles,  which  they  covered  with 
grafs.  Ifmyloff"  having  invited  the  Captain  and 
Mr.  Webber  into  his  tent,  fet  before  them  fome 
dried  falmon  and  berries.  He  appeared  to  be  a 
man  of  fenfe  ; and  the  Captain  felt  no  fmall  mor” 
tification  in  not  being  able  to  coaverfe  with  him, 
excfept  by  ffgns,  with  the  affiftance  of  figures,  and 
other  characters.  The  Captain  requefted  him  to 
favour  him  with  his  company  on  board  the  next 
day,  and  accordingly  he  came  with  all  his  attend- 
ants. He  had,  indeed,  moved  into  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  our  ftation,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe 
of  waiting  upon  us. 

Captain  Cook  was  in  hopes  of  receiving  from 
him  the  chart  which  his  three  countrymen  had 
promifed,  but  he  was  difappointed.  However, 
Ifmyloff"  allured  him  he  lliould  have  it,  and  he 
kept  his  word.  The  Captain  found  him  very 
well  acquainted  with  the  geography  of  thofe  parts* 
and  with  all  the  difcoveries  which  had  been  made 
in  this  quarter  by  the  Ruffians.  On  feeing  the 
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modern  maps,  he  inftantly  pointed  out  their  er- 
rors : he  faid,  he  had  accompanied  Lieutenant 
Syndo,  or  (as  he  called  him)  Synd,  in  his  nor- 
thern expedition  ; and,  according  to  his  account, 
they  did  not  proceed  farther  than  theTfchukotfkoi 
Nols,  or  rather  than  St.  Lawrence’s  Bay ; for 
he  pointed  on  our  chart  to  the  yery  place  where 
Captain  Cook  landed.  From  thence,  he  faid,  they 
went  to  an  ifland,  in  the  latitude  of  63°  north, 
upon  which  they  did  not  land.  He  did  not  re- 
collect the  name  of  that  ifland  ; but  the  Captain 
conjectured,  that  it  was  the  fame  with  that  to 
which  the  appellation  of  Clerke’s  Ifland  had  been 
given.  To  what  place  Synd  repaired  afterwards, 
or  in  what  particular  manner  he  employed  the  two 
years,  during  which,  according  to  IfmylofF,  his 
refearciies  lafted,  he  was  either  unable  or  unwil- 
ling to  inform  us.  Perhaps  he  did  not  comprehend 
our  inquiries  on  this  point ; and  yet,  in  almoft 
every  other  thing,  we  found  means  to  make  him 
anderftand  us.  This  inclined  us  to  fufpefr,  that 
he  had  not  really  been  in  this  expedition,  not- 
withftanding  what  he  had  aflerted. 

Not  only  IfmylofF,  but  alfo  the  others  affirmed, 
that  they  were  totally  unacquainted  with  the 
American  continent  to  the  northward;  gnd  that 
neither  Lieutenant  Synd,  nor  any  other  Ruffian, 
had  feen  it  of  late  years.  They  called  it  by  the 
fame  name  which  Mr.  Staehlin  has  affixed  to  his 
large  ifland,  that  is  Alafchka. 
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According  to  the  information  we  obtained  from 
Itmyloff  and  his  countrymen,  the  Ruffians  have 
made  feveral  attempts  to  gain  a footing  upon 
that  part  of  the  North  American  continent,  that 
lies  contiguous  to  Oonalafhka  and  the  adjacent 
illands,  but  have  conftantly  been  repulfed  by  the 
inhabitants,  whom  they  reprefent  as  a very 
treacherous  people.  They  made  mention  of  two 
or  three  captains,  or  chief  men,  who  had  been 
murdered  by  them  ; and  fome  of  the  Ruffians 
(hewed  us  wounds,  which  they  declared  they  had 
received -there. 

Ifmyloff  alfo  informed  us,  that  in  the  year 
1773,  an  expedition  had  been  undertaken  into 
the  Frozen  Ocean  in  fledges,  over  the  ice,  to 
three  large  illands,  that  are  fituate  oppofite  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Kovyma.  But  a voyage  which 
he  faid  he  himlelf  had  performed,  engaged  our 
attention  more  than  any  other.  Fie  told  us, 
that,  on  the  12th  of  May,  1771,  he  failed  from 
Bolcheretzk,  in  Kamtfchatka,  in  a Ruffian  veffiel, 
to  Mareekan,  one  of  the  Kuril  Illands,  where 
there  is  an  harbour,  and  a Ruffian  fectlement. 
From  this  illand  he  proceeded  to  Japan,  where 
his  continuance  appears  to  have  been  but  Ihort ; 
for,  as  foon  as  the  Japanefe  knew  that  he  and  his 
companions  profelFed  the  Chriflian  faith,  they 
made  figns  for  them  to  depart  ■,  but  did  not,  fo 
far  as  we  could  underhand  him,  offer  any  infult 
or  violence.  From  Japan  he  repaired  to  Canton, 
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in  China;  and  from  thence,  in  a French  fhip,  to 
France.  He  then  travelled  to  Petersburg,  and 
was  afterwards  fent  out  again  to  Kamtfchatka. 
We  could  not  learn  what  became  of  the  veffel  in 
which  he  firft  embarked,  nor  what  w-as  the  princi- 
pal intention  of  the  voyage.  His  being  unable  to 
fpeak  one  word  of  the  French  language,  rendered 
this  flory  rather  fufpicious ; he  feemed  clear,  how- 
ever, as  to  the  times  of  his  arrival  at  the  diffe- 
rent places,  and  of  his  departure  from  them,  which 
he  put  down  in  writing. 

The  next  morning  (Friday  the  1 6th),  he  offer- 
ed Captain  Cook  a fea-otter  fkin,  which,  he  faid, 
was  worth  eighty  roubles  at  Kamtfchatka.  The 
Captain,  however,  thought  proper  to  decline  the 
offer;  but  accepted  of  fome  dried  fifh,  and  feve- 
ral  balkets  of  the  lily,  or  Jaranne  root.  In  the 
afternoon,  Ifmyloff,  after  having  dined  with  Cap- 
tain Clerke,  left  us  with  all  his  retinue,  but  pro- 
mifed  to  return  in  a few  days.  Accordingly,  on 
the  19th,  he  paid  us  another  vifit,  bringing  with 
him  the  charts  above-mentioned,  which  he  per- 
mitted Captain  Cook  to  copy  ; and  the  contents 
of  which  are  the  foundation  of  the  following- 
remarks. 

Thefe  charts  were  two  in  number,  they  were 
both  manuferipts,  and  bore  every  mark  of  authen- 
ticity. One  of  them  comprehended  the  Pen- 
fhinfkian  fea ; the  coaft  of  Tartary,  as  low  as  the 
latitude  of  410  north;  the  Kurile  Iflands,  and  the 
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peninfula  of  Kamtfchatka.  Since  this  chart  had 
been  made,  Wawfeelee  Irkeechoff,  a naval  cap- 
tain, explored,  in  the  year  17 58,  the  coaft  of 
Tartary,  from  Okotlk,  and  the  river  Amur,  to 
Japan,  or  410  of  northern  latitude.  We  were  in- 
formed by  Mr.  Ifmyloff,  that  a great  part  of  the 
fea-coaft  of  Kamtfchatka  had  been  corrected  by 
himfelf;  and  he  defcribed  the  inftrument  ufed  by 
him  for  that  purpofe,  which  muft  have  been  a 
theodolite.  He  alfo  told  us,  that  there  were 
only  two  harbours  proper  for  flipping,  on  all  the 
eaftern  coaft  of  Kamtfchatka,  viz.  the  bay  of 
Awatfka,  and  the  river  Olutora,  in  the  bottom 
of  the  gulph  of  the  fame  name ; that  there  was 
not  one  harbour  on  its  weftern  coaft  ■,  and  that 
Yam  Ik  was  the  only  one,  except  Okotflc,  on  all 
the  weftern  fide  of  the  Penfliinfkian  fea,  till  we 
come  to  the  river  Amur.  The  Kurile  Iflands 
contain  but  one  harbour,  and  that  is  on  the 
north-eaft  fide  of  Mareekan  where,  as  we  have 
already  mentioned,  the  Ruffians  have  a fettle- 
ment. 

The  other  chart  comprehended  all  the  difco- 
veries  that  the  Ruffians  had  made  to  the  eaftward 
of  Kamtfchatka,  towards  America.  That  part 
of  the  American  coaft,  with  which  Tfcherikoft 
fell  in,  is  laid  down  in  this  chart  between  the 
latitude  of  58°  and  58  1°  north,  and  750  of  eaft- 
ern longitude,  from  Okotlk,  or  218 1°  from 
Greenwich  ; and  the  place  where  Beering  an- 
chored 


PACIFIC  OCEAN. 


97 


chored  in  59  £°  of  latitude,  and  63  f°  of  longitude 
from  Okotfk,  or  207°  from  Greenwich.  To  fay' 
nothing  of  the  longitude,  which  may,  from  feve- 
ral  caufes,  be  erroneous,  the  latitude  of  the  coafl, 
difeovered  by  Beering  and  Tfcherikoff,  particu- 
larly that  part  of  it  which  was  difeovered  by  the 
latter,  differs  confiderably  from  Mr.  Muller’s 
chart.  Whether  the  chart  now  produced  by  If- 
mylofF,  or  that  of  Muller,  be  moft  erroneous  in 
this  refpedl,  it  may  be  difficult  to  determine. 

According  to  Ifmyloff’s  account,  neither  the 
number  nor  the  fituation  of  the  iflands  which  are 
difperfed  between  5 1°  and  550  of  latitude,  in  the 
fpace  between  Kamtfchatka  and  America,  is  pro- 
perly afeertained.  He  flruck  out  about  a third 
of  them,  alluring  us,  that  they  did  not  exift  ; and 
he  confiderably  altered  the  fituation  of  others  ; 
which,  he  faid,  was  neceffary,  from  the  obferva- 
tions  which  he  himfelf  had  madej  and  there  was  no 
reafon  to  entertain  a doubt  about  this.  As  the'fe 
iiland-s  are  nearly  under  the  fame  parallel,  diffe- 
rent navigators,  milled  by  their  different  reckon- 
ings, might  eafily  miflake  one  ifland,  or  duller 
of  iflands,  for  another ; and  imagine  they  had 
made  a new  difeovery,  when  they  had  only  found 
old  ones,  in  a pofition  fomewhat  different  from 
that  which  their  former  vifitors  had  affirmed  to 
them. 

1 lie  ifles  of  St.  Theodore,  St.  Stephen,  St. 
Abraham,  St.  Macarius,  Seduction  Ifland,  and 
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fevcral  others,  which  are  reprefented  in  Mr.  Mul- 
ler s chart,  were  not  to  be  found  in  this  now  pro- 
duced to  us ; nay,  Ifmyloff  and  the  other  Ruf- 
fians allured  Captain  Cook,  that  they  had  been 
frequently  fought  for  without  effeCt.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  it  is  difficult  to  believe,  that  Mr.  Muller 
could  place  them  in  his  chart  without  fome  au- 
thority. Captain  Cook,  however,  confiding  in 
the  tellimony  of  thefe  people,  whom  he  thought 
competent  witnefies,  omitted  them  in  his  chart  \ 
and  made  fuch  corrections  refpeCting  the  other 
ifiands,  as  he  had  reafon  to  think  were  necelfary. 

We  fir  all  now  proceed  to  give  fome  account  of 
the  ifiands,  begining  with  thofe  which  are  neareft 
to  Kamtfchatka,  and  computing  the  longitude 
from  the  harbour  of  Petropaulowlka,  in  the  bay 
of  Awatfka.  The  firft  is  Beering’s  Ifland,  in  55° 
of  northern  latitude,  and  6°  of  eaftern  longitude. 
At  the  diftance  of  ten  leagues  from  the  fouthern 
extremity  of  this,  in  the  direction  of  eaft  by  fouth, 
or  eaft-fouth-eafl.  Hands  Maidenoi  0 fir  off,  or  the 
Copper  llland.  The  next  ifland  is  Atakou,  in 
the  latitude  of  520  45'  and  in  the  longitude  of 
150  or  160.  The  extent  of  this  ifland  is  about 
eighteen  leagues  in  the  direction  of  eaft  and  weft; 
and  it  is  perhaps  the  fame  land  which  Beering 
fell  in  with,  and  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of 
Mount  St.  John* 

We  next  come  to  a duller  of  fix  or  more 
ifiands ; two  of  which,  Amluk  and  Atghka,  are 
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of  confiderable  extent,  and  each  of  them  has  a 
good  harbour.  The  middle  of  this  group  lies  in 
the  latitude  of  520  30',  and  28°  of  longitude,  from 
the  bay  of  Awatfka;  and  its  extent  is  about  four 
degrees,  in  the  direction  of  eaft  and  weft.  Thele 
are  the  ifles  that  Ifmyloff  laid  were  to  be  removed 
four  degrees  to  the  eaftward.  In  the  fituation 
they  have  in  Captain  Cook’s  chart,  was  a group, 
comprehending  ten  little  iflands,  which,  we  were 
informed,  were  entirely  to  be  ftruck  out;  and 
alfo  two  iflands,  fituate  between  them  and  the 
group  to  which  Oonalafhka  appertains.  In  the 
place  of  thefe  two,  an  ifland,  named  Amoghta, 
was  introduced. 

The  fituation  of  many  of  thefe  iflands  may,  per- 
haps, be  erroneoufly  laid  down.  But  the  pofition 
of  the  largeft  group,  of  which  Oonalafhka  is  one 
of  the  moft  confiderable  iflands,  is  free  from  fuch 
errors.  Moft  of  the  iflands  that  compofe  this 
clufter,  were  feen  by  us ; their  longitude  and 
latitude  were  therefore  determined  with  tolerable 
accuracy,  particularly  the  harbour  of  Samga- 
noodha,  in  Oonalafhka,  which  muft  be  confidered 
as  a fixed  point.  This  group  may  be  faid  to  ex- 
tend as  far  as  Halibut  Ifles,  which  are  forty  leagues 
diftant  from  Oonalafhka,  towards  the  eaft-north- 
eaft.  Within  thefe  ifles,  a paffage,  communicat- 
ing with  Briftol  Bay,  was  marked  in  Ifmyloff's 
chart;  which  converts  about  fifteen  leagues  of  the 
coaft,  that  Captain  Cook  had  fuppofed  to  be  part 
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of  the  continent,  into  an  ifiand,  named  Oonee- 
mak.  This  p adage  might  eafily  efcape  us,  being, 
as  we  were  informed,  extremely  narrow,  fhallow, 
and  only  to  be  navigated  through  with  boats,  or 
veffels  of  very  fmall  burthen. 

From  the  chart,  as  well  as  from  the  teftimony 
of  llmyloff  and  his  countrymen,  it  appears,  that 
this  is  as  far  as  the  Ruffians  have  made  any  dif- 
coveries,  or  have  extended  themfelves,  fince  the 
time  of  Beering.  They  all  affirmed,  that  no  per- 
sons or  that  nation  had  fettled  themfelves  fo  far 
to  the  eaftward,  as  the  place  where  the  natives 
gave  the  note  to  Captain  Clerke ; which  being 
delivered  to  Ifmylofffor  his  perufal,  he  faid,  that 
it  had  been  Written  at  Oomanak.  From  him  we 
procured  the  name  of  Kodiak*,  the  largeft  of 
Schumagin’s  Blands  ; for  it  had  no  name  affigned 
to  it  upon  the  chart  which  he  produced.  It  may 
not  be  improper  to  mention,  that  no  names  were 
pur  to  the  iflands  which  llmyloff  faid  were  to  be 
ftruck  out  of  the  chart;  and  Captain  Cook  con- 
iiuered  this  as  lome  confirmation,  that  they  have 
no  exigence. 

The  American  continent  is  here  called,  by  the 
Ruffians,  as  well  as  by  the  iflanders,  Alafchka; 
which  appellation,  though  it  properly  belongs 
only  to  that  part  which  is  contiguous  to  Oonee- 

* A Ruffian  fhip  had  touched  at  Kodiak  in  the  year  1776. 
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mak,  is  made  life  of  by  them  when  fpeaking  of 
the  American  continent  in  general. 

1 his  is  all  the  intelligence  we  obtained  from 
thefe  people,  refpedting  the  geography  of  this  pare 
of  the  globe  j and  perhaps  this  was  all  the  in- 
formation they  were  able  to  give.  For  they  re- 
peatedly allured  Captain  Cook,  that  they  knew 
of  no  other  iflands,  befides  thofe  which  were  re- 
prefented  upon  this  chart,  and  that  no  Ruffian 
had  ever  vifited  any  part  of  the  American  conti- 
nent to  the  northward,  except  that  which  is  op- 
pofite  the  country  of  the  Tfchutfkis. 

If  Mr.  Staehlin  was  not  greatly  impofed  upon, 
what  could  induce  him  to  publiffi  a map  fo  fingu- 
larly  erroneous,  as  his  map  of  the  New  Northern 
Archipelago,  in  which  many  of  thefe  iflands  are 
jumbled  together  without  the  leaft  regard  to 
truth  ? Nevertheless,  he  himfelf  ftyles  it  cc  a very 
u accurate  little  map.” 

Iimyloff  continued  with  us  till  the  evening  of 
the  2 1 ft,  when  he  took  his  final  leave.  Captain 
Cook  entrufted  to  his  care  a letter  to  the  Lords 
of  the  Admiralty,  enclofing  a chart  of  all  the 
northern  coafts  we  had  viflted.  Ilinyloff  faid 
there  would  be  an  opportunity  of  tranfmitting 
it  to  Kamtfchatka,  or  Okotlk,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  fucceeding  fpringi  and  that  it  would  beat 
Peterfburg  the  following  winter.  Fie  gave  the 
Captain  a letter  to  Major  Behm,  Governor  of 
Kamtfchatka,  who  refldes  at  Bolcheretflc  in  that 
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peninfula ; and  another  to  the  commanding  of- 
ficer at  Petropaulowfka. 

Mr.  Ifmyloff  feemed  to  poffefs  abilities  that 
might  entitle  him  to  a higher  ftation  than  that  in 
which  we  found  him.  He  had  confiderable 
knowledge  in  aftronomy3  and  in  the  moft  ufeful 
branches  of  the  mathematics.  Captain  Cook 
made  him  a prefent  of  an  Hadley’s  ottant;  and 
though,  perhaps,  it  was  the  firft  he  had  ever  feen, 
he  very  quickly  made  himfelf  acquainted  with 
moft  of  the  ufes  to  which  that  inftrument  can  be 
applied. 

On  Thurfday  the  22d,  in  the  morning,  we 
made  an  attempt  to  get  out  to  fea,  with  the  wind 
at  fouth-eaft,  but  did  not  fucceed.  In  the  after- 
noon of  the  23d  we  wrere  vifited  by  one  Jacob 
Ivanovitch  Sopofhicoff,  a Ruffian,  who  com- 
manded a fmall  veffel  at  Oomanak.  This  man 
feemed  very  modeft,  and  would  drink  no  ftrong 
liquor,  of  which  the  other  Ruffians,  whom  we 
had  met  with  here,  were  extremely  fond.  He 
appeared  to  know  what  fupplies  could  be  obtain- 
ed at  the  harbour  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  and 
the  price  of  the  various  articles,  more  accurately 
than  Mr.  Ifmyloff.  But,  by  all  accounts,  every 
thing,  we  fhould  have  occafion  to  purchafe  at 
that  place,  was  very  fcarce,  and  bore  a high 
price.  This  man  informed  us,  that  he  was  to  be 
at  Petropaulowfka  in  the  en filing  May  j and,  as 
w'e  underftood,  was  to  have  the  charge  of  Captain 
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Cook’s  letter.  He  Teemed  very  defirous  of  having 
Tome  token  from  the  Captain  to  carry  to  Major 
Behm  ; and,  to  gratify  him,  the  Captain  fent  a 
fmall  fpying-glafs. 

After  we  had  contra&ed  an  acquaintance  with 
thefe  Ruffians,  feveral  of  our  gentlemen,  at  dif- 
ferent times,  vifited  their  fettlement  on  the  ifland,' 
where  they  always  met  with  friendly  treatment. 
It  confided  of  a dwelling-houfe  and  two  ftore- 
houfes.  Befides  the  Ruffians,  there  was  a num- 
ber of  the  Kamtfchadales,  and  of  the  Oonalafh- 
kans,  as  fervants  to  the  former.  Some  other 
natives  of  this  ifland,  who  appeared  to  be  in- 
dependent of  the  Ruffians,  lived  at  the  fame  place. 
Such  of  them  as  belonged  to  the  Ruffians,  were 
all  of  the  male  fex ; and  they  are  either  taken,  or 
purchafed  from  their  parents  when  young.  There 
were,  at  prefent,  about  twenty  of  thefe  who  could 
be  confidered  in  no  other  light  than  as  children. 
They  all  refide  in  the  fame  houfe,  the  Ruffians  at 
the  upper  end,  the  Kamtfchadales  in  the  middle, 
and  the  Oonalaffikans  at  the  lower  end,  where  is 
fixed  a capacious  boiler  for  preparing  their  food, 
which  principally  confifts  of  fiffi,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  wild  roots  and  berries.  There  is  no  great 
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difference  between  the  firft  and  laft  table,  except 
what  is  produced  by  cookery,  by  which  the  Ruf- 
fians can  make  indifferent  things  palatable.  They 
drefs  whales  fleffi  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  make  it 
very  good  eating;  and  they  have  a kind  of  pan- 
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pudding  of  falmon-roe,  beaten  up  fine  and  fried, 
which  is  a tolerable  fubftitute  for  bread.  They 
may  perhaps,  occafionally,  tafle  real  bread,  or 
have  a difn  in  which  flour  is  one  of  the  ingredients.. 
If  we  except  the  juice  of  berries,  which  they 
generally  fip  at  their  meals,  they  drink  no  other 
liquor  than  pure  water;  and  it  feems  to  be  very 
fortunate  for  them  that  they  have  nothing 
ftronger. 

As  the  ifland  furnifhes  them  with  fubfiftence, 
fo  it  does,  in  fome  meafure,  with  clothing.  This 
is  chiefly  compofed  of  {kins.  The  upper  gar- 
ment, which  is  made  like  a waggoner’s  frock, 
reaches  down  to  the  knees.  Befides  this,  they 
wear  a waiflcoat  or  two,  a pair  of  breeches,  a fur 
cap,  and  a pair  of  boots,  the  legs  of  which  are 
formed  of  fome  kind  of  ftronggut,  but  the  foies 
and  upper  leathers  are  of  Ruffian  leather.  Their 
two  Chiefs,  IfmylofF  and  Ivanovitch,  wore  a 
calico  frock ; and  they,  as  well  as  feveral  others, 
had  fhirts  of  filk. 

Many  Ruffians  are  fettled  upon  all  the  mofl 
confiderable  iflands  between  Kamtfchatka  and 
Oonalafhka,  for  the  purpofe  of  colledling  furs. 
Their  principal  objedt  is  the  fea-beaver  or  otter; 
but  fkins  of  inferior  value  alfo  make  a part  of 
their  cargoes.  We  neglected  to  inquire  how 
long  they  have  had  a fettlement  upon  Oonalafhka, 
and  the  neighbouring  iflands;  but  if  we  form  our 
judgment  on  this  point  from  t|ic  great  fubjedion 
1 the 
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the  natives  are  under,  this  cannot  be  of  a very 
late  date  *.  Thefe  furriers  are,  from  time  to 
time,  lucceeded  by  others,  Thole  we  faw  ar- 
rived here  from  Okotfk  in  1776,  and  were  to  re- 
turn in  1781. 

As  for  the  native  inhabitants  of  this  ifland,  they 
are,  to  all  appearance,  a very  peaceable,  inof- 
fenfive  race  of  people;  and,  in  point  of  honefty, 
they  might  ferve  as  a pattern  to  the  molt  civilized 
nations.  But,  from  what  we  faw  of  their  neigh- 
bours, with  whom  the  Ruffians  are  unconnected, 
we  have  fome  doubt  whether  this  was  their  origi- 
nal difpofition ; and  are  rather  inclined  to  be  of 
opinion,  that  it  is  the  confequence  of  their  prefent 
ftate  of  fubiedion.  Indeed,  if  wre  did  not  mift- 
underftand  the  Ruffians,  they  had  been  under  the 
neceffity  of  making  fome  fevere  examples  before 
they  could  bring  the  inlanders  into  tolerable  or- 
der. If  feverities  were  really  in  Aided  at  fir  ft,  the 
beft  excufe  for  them  is,  that  they  have  produced 
the  molt  beneficial  effeds ; and,  at  prefent,  the 
greateft  harmony  fubfifts  . between  the  Ruffians  and 
the  natives.  The  latter  have  their  own  chiefs  in 
each  ifland,  and  feem  to  enjoy  liberty  and  pro- 
perty without  moleftation.  Whether  they  are 
tributaries  to  the  Ruffians,  or  not,  we  could  nevef 

* According  to  Mr.  Coxe,  in  his  account  of  the  dis- 
coveries of  the  Ruffians,  they  be^an  to  frequent  Oonalalhka 
}n  the  year  1762, 
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learn ; but  we  had  Tome  reafon  to  fuppofe  that 
they  are. 

1 he  people  of  Oonalafhka  are  in  general  rather 
low  of  ftature,  but  plump,  and  well  fhaped. 
Their  necks  are  commonly  fhort,  and  they  have 
fwarthy  chubby  faces.  They  have  black  eyes, 
and  fmall  beards.  Their  hair  is  long,  black, 
and  ftraight:  the  men  wear  it  loofe  behind,  and 
cut  before  s but  the  women  generally  tie  it  up  in 
a bunch. 

1 he  drefs  of  both  fexes  is  the  fame  with  refpect 
to  falhion,,  the  only  difference  is  in  the  materials. 
The  frock  worn  by  the  women  is  made  of  the 
fkins  of  feals ; and  that  of  the  men,  of  the  fkins 
of  birds  j both  reach  below  the  knees.  This 
conftitutes  the  whole  drefs  of  the  females.  But, 
over  the  frock,  the  men  wear  another  compofed 
of  gut,  which  water  cannot  penetrates  it  has  a 
hood  to  it,  which  is  drawn  over  the  head.  Some 
of  them  wear  boots  j and  all  of  them  wear  a fort 
of  oval  fnouted  cap,  made  of  wood,  with  a rim 
that  admits  the  head.  They  dye  thele  caps  with 
green  and  other  colours  s and  round  the  upper 
part  of  the  rim  they  fix  the  long  briftles  of  fome 
fea  animal,  on  which  glafs  beads  are  ftrungj  and 
on  the  front  is  a fmall  image  or  two  formed  of 
bone.  They  do  not  make  ufe  of  paint j but  the 
women  pundlure  their  faces  flightly,  and  both 
fiexcs  perforate  the  lower  lip,  in  which  they  fix 
pieces  of  bone.  But  it  is  as  uncommon  here  to 
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fee  a man  with  this  ornament,  as  to  obferve  a 
woman  without  it.  Some  fix  beads  to  the  upper 
lip  under  the  noftrils  j and  they  all  fufpend  orna- 
ments in  their  ears. 

Fifh  and  other  fea  animals,  birds,  roots,  ber- 
ries, and  even  fea-weed,  compofe  their  food. 
They  dry  quantities  of  fifh  during  the  fummer, 
which  they  lay  up  in  fmall  huts  for  their  ufe  in 
winter ; and,  probably,  they  preferve  berries  and 
roots  for  the  fame  feafon  of  fcarcity.  They  eat 
mofl  of  their  provifions  raw.  Boiling  and  broil- 
ing were  the  only  methods  of  cookery  that  we 
faw  practifed  among  them ; and  the  former  they 
in  all  probability  learnt  from  the  Ruffians.  Some 
have  in  their  poffeffion  fmall  brafs  kettles ; and 
thofe  who  have  not,  make  one  of  a flat  ftone, 
with  fides  of  clay. 

Captain  Cook  once  happened  to  be  prefent, 
when  the  chief  of  this  ifland  made  his  dinner  of 
the  raw  head  of  a large  halibut,  juft  caught. 
Before  any  part  of  it  was  given  to  the  chiefs  two 
of  his  fervants  eat  the  gills,  with  no  other  dreffiftg 
than  fqueezing  out  the  flime.  After  this,  one  of  v"- 
them  having  cut  off  the  head  of  the  fifh,  took  it 
to  the  fea,  and  walked  it,  then  came  with  it,  and 
feated  himfelf  by  the  chief j but  not  before  he 
had  pulled  up  fome  grafs,  upon  a part  of  which 
the  head  was  placed,  and  the  reft  was  ftrewed  be- 
fore the  chief.  He  then  cut  large  pieces  off  the 
cheeks,  and  put  them  within  the  reach  of  the 
5 chief, 
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chief,  who  fwallowed  them  with  great  fatisfaction. 
When  lie  had  finished  his  meal,  the  remains  of 
tne  Jiead  being  cut  in  pieces,  were  given  to  the 
i'ervants,  who  tore  off  the  meat  with  their  teeth, 
and  gnawed  the  bones  like  fo  many  dogs. 

As  the  Oonalafttkans  ufe  no  paint,  they  are  lefs 
dirty  in  their  perfons  than  thofe  fav ages  who  thus 
befmear  themfelves;  but  they  are  full  as  filthy  in 
their  houfes.  The  following  is  their  method  of 
building:  they  dig,  in  the  ground,  an  oblong- 
pit,  which  rarely  exceeds  fifty  feet  in  length,  and 
twenty  in  breadth;  but  the  dimenfions  are  in 
general  fmaller.  Over  this  excavation  they  form 
the  roof  of  wood,  which  they  cover  firft  with 
grals,  and  then  with  earth,  fo  that  the  external 
appearance  refembles  a dung-hill.  Near  each 
end  of  the  roof  is  left  a fquare  opening,  which 
admits  the  light;  one  of  thefe  openings  being 
intended  only  for  this  purpofe,  and  the  other  be- 
ing alfo  ufed  to  go  in  and  out  bv,  with  the  affift- 
ance  of  a ladder ; or  rather  a poll,  in  which  fteps 
are  cut.  In  fome  of  the  houfes  there  is  another 
entrance  below,  but  this  is  rather  uncommon, 
.Round  the  ficles  and  ends  of  the  habitations,  the 
families,  feveral  of  which,  dwell  together,  have 
their  feparate  apartments,  where  they  fieep,  and 
fit  at  work  ; not  on  benches,  but  in  a fort  of  con- 
cave trench,  dug  entirely  round  the  infide  of  the 
ho  ufe,  and  covered  with  mats,  fo  that  this  part  is 
kept  pretty  clean  a,nd  decenr.  The  lame  cannot 
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be  faid  of  the  middle  of  the  houfe,  which  is  com- 
mon to  all  the  families.  For,  though  it  is  cover- 
ed with  dry  grafs,  it  is  a receptacle  for  every 
kind  of  dirt,  and  the  place  where  the  urine  trough 
{lands;  the  dench  of  which  is  by  no  means  im- 
proved by  raw  hides,  or  leather,  being  atmod 
continually  deeped  in  it.  Behind,  and  over  the 
trench,  they  place  the  few  effedfcs  that  they  have 
in  their  podeffion,  fuch  as  their  mats,  {kins,  and 
apparel. 

Their  furniture  confids  of  buckets,  cans,  wooden 
bowls,  fpoons,  matted  baflcets,  and  fometimes 
a Ruffian  kettle  or  pot.  All  thefe  utenfils  are 
made  in  a very  neat  manner ; and  yet  we  obferved 
no  other  tools  among  them  than  the  knife  and  the 
hatchet;  that  is,  a fmall  flat  piece  of  iron,  made 
like  an  adze,  by  fixing  it  into  a crooked  wooden 
handle. 

Though  the  Ruffians  live  among  thefe  people, 
we  found  much  Jefs  iron  in  podeffion  of  the  lat- 
ter, than  we  had  met  with  among  other  tribes  on 
the  neighbouring  continent  of  America,  who  had 
never  feen  the  Ruffians,  nor  perhaps  had  any  in- 
tercourse with  them.  Probably  a few  beads,  and 
a final  1 quantity  of  tobacco  and  fnuff,  purchafe 
all  they  have  to  fpare.  There  are  few  of  them 
that  do  not  both  fmoke  and  chew  tobacco,  and 
take  fnuff. 

They  did  not  appear  to  be  very  defirous  of 
more  .iron,  or  to  want  any  other  indruments,  ex- 
cept 
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cept  fewing  needles,  their  own  being  formed  of 
bone.  With  thefe  they  few  their  canoes,  and 
make  their  clothes,  and  alfo  work  very  curious 
embroidery.  They  ufe,  indead  of  thread,  the 
fibres  of  finews,  which  they  fplit  to  the  thicknefs 
which  is  required.  All  fewing  is  performed  by 
the  females.  They  are  the  fhoe-makers,  taylors, 
and  boat -builders,  or  boat-coverers  ; for  the  men, 
in  all  probability,  conftruCt  the  wooden  frame, 
over  which  the  fkins  are  fewed.  They  manufac- 
ture mats,  and  balkets  of  grafs,  which-  are  both 
ftrong  and  beautiful.  There  is,  indeed,  a neat- 
nefs  and  perfection  in  mod  of  their  work,  that 
fhews  they  are  neither  deficient  in  ingenuity  nor 
perfeverance. 

We  did  not  obferve  a fire-place  in  any  one  of 
their  habitations.  They  are  lighted,  as  well  as 
heated,  by  lamps ; which,  though  fimple,  ef- 
fectually anfwer  the  purpofe  for  which  they  are 
intended.  They  confift  of  a flat  done,  hollowed 
on  one  fide  like  a plate  in  the  hollow  part  they 
put  the  oil,  mixed  with  fome  dry  grafs,  which 
ferves  for  a wick.  Both  fexes  often  warm  them* 
felves  over  one  of  thefe  lamps,  by  placing  it  be- 
tween their  legs,  under  their  garments,  and  fit- 
tin"  thus-  over  it  for  feveral  minutes.  Thefe 
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people  produce  fire  both  by  collifion  and  attri- 
tion ; the  firfi  by  driking  two  dones  againd  each 
other,  on  one  of  which  a quantity  of  brimdone 
has  been  previoufly  rubbed,  d he  latter  method 
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is  performed  by  means  of  two  pieces  of  wood, 
one  of  which  is  flat,  and  the  other  is  a ftick  of 
the  length  of  about  a foot  and  a half.  They 
prefs  the  pointed  end  of  the  ftick  upon  the  other 
piece,  whirling  it  nimbly  round  as  a drill,  and 
thus  fire  is  procured  in  a few  minutes.  This 
method  is  common  in  many  countries.  It  is  not 
only  pra6tifed  by  thefe  people,  but  alfo  by  the 
Kamtfchadales,  the  Greenlanders,  the  Otaheite- 
ans,  the  New  Hollanders,  and  the  Brazilians, 
and  probably  by  other  nations.  Some  men  of 
learning  and  genius  have  founded  an  argument  on 
this  cuftom,  to  prove  that  this  and  that  nation 
are  of  the  fame  extra&ion.  But  cafual  agree- 
ments, in  a few  particular  inftances,  will  not 
wholly  authorize  fuch  a conclufion  j nor,  on  the 
other  hand,  will  a difagreement,  either  in  manners 
or  cuftoms,  between  two  different  nations,  prove 
of  courfe  that  they  are  of  different  extra&ion. 

We  faw  no  offenfive,  nor  even  defenfive  weapon 
among  the  natives  of  Oonalafhfka.  It  can  fierce- 
ly be  fuppofed  that  the  Ruffians  found  them  in 
fuch  a defencelefs  ftatc;  it  is  rather  to  be  imagin- 
ed, that,  for  their  own  fecurity,  they  have  dif- 
armed  them.  Political  motives,  likewife,  may 
have  induced  the  Ruffians  not  to  permit  thefe 
Wanders  to  have  any  large  canoes /Vor  we  can 
hardly  believe  they  had  none  fuch  originally,  as 
we  found  them  among  all  their  neighbours. 

However, 
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However,  we  obferved  none  here  except  two  or 
three  that  belonged  to  the  Ruffians* 

The  canoes  in  ule  among  the  natives,  are 
fmaller  than  any  of  thofe  we  had  feen  upon  the 
coaft  of  America,  from  which,  however,  they 
differ  but  little  in  their  conftruftion.  The  form 
of  thefe  terminates  fomewhat  abruptly;  the  head 
is  forked,  and  the  upper  point  of  the  fork  pro- 
jects without  the  under  one,  which  is  level  with 
the  furface  of  the  water.  It  is  remarkable  that 
they  fhould  thus  conftruct  them,  for  the  fork 
generally  catches  hold  of  every  thing  that  comes 
in  the  way  ; to  prevent  which,  they  fix  a piece  of 
fmall  flick  from  one  point  to  the  other.  In  other 
refpedts  they  build  their  canoes  after  the  manner 
of  thofe  of  the  Efquimaux  and  Greenlanders;  the 
frame  being  of  fiender  laths,  and  the  covering  of 
the  fkins  of  feals.  They  are  about  twelve  feet  in 
length,  eighteen  inches  in  breadth  in  the  middle, 
and  twelve  or  fourteen  inches  in  depth.  They 
fometimes  carry  two  perfons,  one  of  whom  fits 
in  the  feat,  or  round  hole,  which  is  nearly  in  the 
middle;  and  the  other  is  ftretched  at  full  length 
ill  the  canoe.  Round  this  hole  is  a rim  or  hoop 
of  wood,  about  which  gut-fkin  is  l'cwed,  which 
can  be  drawn  together,  or  opened  like  a purfe, 
with  leathern  firings  fitted  to  the  outer  edge. 
The  man  fits  in  this  place,  draws  the  fkin  tight 
about  his  body  over  his  gut-frock,  and  brings 
the  ends  of  the  thongs,  or  purfe-firings,  over  his 
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flioulder.  The  fleeves  of  his  frock  are  fattened 
tiffht  round  his  wrifts;  and  it  being  clofe  round 
his  neckj  and  the  hood  being  drawn  over  his 
head,  where  his  cap  confines  it,  water  cannot 
eafily  penetrate,  either  into  the  canoe,  or  to  his 
body.  If,  however,  any  water  fhould  find  means 
to  infinuate  itfelf,  the  boatman  dries  it  up  with  a 
piece  of  fpunge.  He  makes  life  of  a double- 
bladed  paddle,  which  is  held  with  both  hands  in 
the  middle,  ftriking  the  water  firtt  on  one  fide, 
and  then  on  the  other,  with  a quick  regular  mo- 
tion. Thus  the  canoe  is  impelled  at  a great  rate, 
and  in  a diredtion  perfectly  ftraight.  In  failing 
from  Egoochfhak  to  Samganoodha,  though  our 
fhip  went  at  the  rate  of  feven  miles  an  hour,  two 
or  three  canoes  kept  pace  with  her. 

Their  implements  for  hunting  and  fifhing  lie 
ready  upon  their  canoes,  under  ftraps  fixed  for 
the  purpofe.  They  are  all  extremely  well  made 
of  wood  and  bone,  and  are  not  very  different 
from  thofe  ufed  by  the  Greenlanders.  The  only 
difference  is  in  the  point  of  the  miffile  dart  } 
which,  in  fome  that  we  faw  at  this  ifland,  does 
not  exceed  an  inch  in  length}  whereas  thofe  of 
the  Greenlanders,  according  to  Crantz,  are  about 
eighteen  inches  long.  Indeed  thefe  darts,  as 
well  as  fome  others  of  their  inftruments,  are  ex- 
tremely curious.  Their  darts  are  generally  made 
of  fir,  and  are  about  four  feet  in  length.  One 
end  is  formed  of  bone,  into  which,  by  means  of 
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a focket,  another  fmall  piece  of  bone,  which  is 
baibed,  is  fixed,  but  contrived  in  fuch  a manner, 
as  to  be  put  in  and  taken  out  without  trouble  : 
this  is  fecured  to  the  middle  of  the  Hick  by  a 
ftrong,  though  thin  piece  of  twine,  compofed 
of  finews.  The  bird,  fifh,  or  other  animal  is  no 
fooner  {truck,  than  the  pointed  bone  Dips  out  of 
the  focket,  but  remains  fixed  in  its  body  by 
means  of  the  barb.  The  dart  then  ferves  as  a 
float  to  trace  the  animal,  and  alfo  contributes  to 
fatigue  it  confiderably,  fo  that  it  is  eafily  taken. 
They  throw  thefe  darts  by  the  afliftance  of  a thin 
piece  of  wood,  twelve  or  fourteen  inches  long; 
the  middle  of  this  is  {lightly  hollowed,  for  the  bet- 
ter reception  of  the  weapon ; and  at  the  termina- 
tion of  the  hollow,  which  does  not  extend  to  the 
end,  is  fixed  a fhort  pointed  piece  of  bone,  to 
prevent  the  dart  from  flipping.  The  other  ex- 
tremity is  furnifhed  with  a hole  for  the  reception 
of  the  fore-finger,  and  the  Aides  are  made  to 
coincide  with  the  other  fingers  and  thumb,  in 
order  to  grafp  with  greater  firmnefs.  The  na- 
tives throw  thefe  darts  to  the  diftance  of  eighty 
or  ninety  yards,  with  great  force  and  dexterity. 
They  are  exceedingly  expert  in  linking  fifh,  both 
in  the  lea,  and  in  rivers.  They  alfo  ufe  hooks 
and  lines,  nets  and  wears.  The  lines  are  form- 
ed of  twilled  finews,  and  the  hooks  of  bone. 

Whales,  porpoifes,  grampufes,  halibut,  fword- 
filh,  falmon,  trout,  cod,  foals,  flat-fifh,  and  feve- 
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ral  other  forts,  are  found  here  ; and  there  may  be 
many  more  that  we  had  not  an  opportunity  of 
feeing.  Salmon  and  halibut  appear  to  be  in  the 
greateft  plenty;  and  on  them  the  people  of  thefe 
ides  principally  fubfift ; at  leaft,  they  were  the 
only  fort  of  fifh,  except  cod,  that  we  obferved  to 
be  laid  up  for  their  winter  ftore. 

Seals,  and  all  that  tribe  of  fea  animals,  are  not 
fo  numerous  as  they  are  in  many  other  feas. 
Nor  can  this  be  thought  furprizing,  fince  there 
is  hardly  any  part  of  the  coaft,  on  either  conti- 
nent, nor  any  of  thefe  iflands,  fituate  between 
them,  but  what  is  inhabited,  and  whofe  inhabi- 
tants hunt  thefe  animals  for  their  food  and  cloth- 
ing. Sea-horfes  are,  indeed,  to  be  found  in 
prodigious  numbers  about  the  ice;  and  the  fea- 
otter  is  fcarce  any  where  to  be  met  with  but  in 
this  fea.  An  animal  was  fometimes  feen  by  us, 
that  blew  after  the  manner  of  whales.  It  had  a 
head  refembling  that  of  a feal.  It  was  larger 
than  that  animal,  and  its  colour  was  white,  with 
dark  fpots  interfperfed.  This  was  perhaps  the 
thanati , or  fea-cow. 

Water  fowls  are  neither  found  here*  in  fuch 
numbers,  nor  in  fuch  variety,  as  in  the  northern 
parts  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  However  there  are 
fome  in  thefe  parts,  that  we  do  not  recoiled  to 
have  feen  in  other  countries;  particularly  the 
alca  monochroa  of  Steller,  and  a black  and  white 
duck,  which  we  judge  to  be  different  from  the 
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ftone  duck  that  Krafheninikoff  has  defcribed  lit 
his  Hiftory  of  Kamtfchatka.  All  the  other  birds 
we  faw  are  mentioned  by  this  author,  except  fome 
which  we  obferved  near  the  ice  ; and  the  greateft 
pai  t of  thefe,  if  not  all,  have  been  defcribed  by 
Martin,  in  his  voyage  to  Greenland.  It  is  fome- 
what  extraordinary,  that  penguins,  which  are  fo 
frequently  met  with  in  many  parts  of  the  world, 
lhould  not  be  found  in  this  fea.  Albatrofles  too 
are  extremely  fcarce  here. 

The  few  land-birds  feen  by  us  are  the  fame- 
with  thofe  of  Europe ; but  there  were  probably 
many  others  which  we  had  no  opportunity  of 
obferving.  A very  beautiful  bird  was  (hot  in 
the  woods  at  Norton  Sound;  which,  we  under- 
Hand,  is  fometimes  found  in  England,  and  known 
by  the  appellation  of  chatterer.  Our  people  faw 
other  fmall  birds  there,  but  in  no  great  abundance 
or  variety;  fuch  as  the  bullfinch,  the  wood- 
pecker, the  yellow-finch,  and  tit-moufe. 

Our  excurlions  and  obfervations  being  con- 
fined to  the  iea-coaH,  we  cannot  be  expedted  to 
have  much  knowledge  of  the  animals  or  vegetables 
of  the  country.  There  are  few  other  infedts  be- 
licies  mufquitoes,  and  we  faw  few  reptiles  except 
lizards.  There  are  no  deer  at  Oonalalhka,  or 
any  of  the  neighbouring  ifiands ; nor  are  there 
any  domeftic  animals,  not  even  dogs.  Weafels 
and  foxes  were  the  only  quadrupeds  we  ob- 
lcrved;  but  the  natives  told  us,  that  they  had 
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likewife  hares,  and  the  marmottas  mentioned  by 
Krafheninikoff.  Hence  it  appears,  that  the  in- 
habitants procure  the  greateft  fhare  of  their  food 
from  the  fea  and  rivers.  They  are  alfo  indebted 
to  the  fea  for  all  the  wood  which  they  ufe  for 
building,  and  other  neceflary  purpofes ; as  there 
is  not  a tree  to  be  feen  growing  upon  any  of  the 
Hands,  nor  upon  the  neighbouring  coaft  of  the 
continent. 

The  feeds  of  plants  are  faid  to  be  conveyed, 
by  various  means,  from  one  part  of  the  world  to 
another i even  to  Hands  lying  in  the  midft  of 
extenfive  oceans,  and  far  diftant  from  any  other 
lands.  It  is  therefore  remarkable,  that  there  are 
no  trees  growing  on  this,  part  of  the  American 
continent,  nor  upon  any  of  the  adjacent  ifles. 
They  aie  doubtlefs  as  well  lituated  for  receiving 
feeds,  by  the  various  ways  we  have  heard  of,  as 
thofe  coalts  which  have  plenty  of  wood.  Nature 
has,  perhaps,  denied  to  fome  foils  the  power  of 
raifing  trees,  without  the  affiftance  of  art.  With  ' 
refpeft  to  the  drift-wood,  upon  the  ftiores  of  thefe 
Hands,  we  have  no  doubt  of  its  coming  from 
Ameiica.  For  though  there  may  be  none  on  the 
neighbouring  coaft,  a fufficient  quantity  may 
grow  farther  up  the  country,  which  may  be' 
broken  loofe  by  torrents  in  the  fpring,  and  brought 
down  to  the  feaj  and  not  a little  may  be  convey- 
ed from  the  woody  coafts,  though  fituated  at  a 
more  .confiderable  diftance. 
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Plants  are  to  be  found  in  great  variety  at 
Oonalafhka.  Several  of  them  are  fuch  as  we  meet 
with  in  Europe,  and  alfo  in  Newfoundland,  and 
other  parts  of  America ; and  others  of  them, 
which  are  likewife  found  in  Kamtfchatka,  are 
eaten  by  the  natives  both  there  and  here.  Of 
thefe,  Krafheninikoff  has  favoured  us  with  de- 
fcriptions.  The  principal  ong  is  the  Jaranne , or 
lily  root ; which  is  about  as  large  as  a root  of  gar- 
lick,  round,  and  compofed  of  a number  of  fmall 
cloves  and  grains.  When  boiled,  it  fomewhat 
refemblcs  faloop ; the  tafte  of  it  is  not  difagree- 
able.  It  does  not  appear  to  be  in  great 
abundance. 

Among  the  food  of  the  natives  we  may  reckon 
fome  other  wild  roots ; the  ftalk  of  a plant  not  un- 
like angelica j and  berries  of  different  fpecies, 
fuch  as  cranberries,  hurtle-berries,  bramble-ber- 
ries, and  heath-berries  j befides  a fmall  red  berry, 
which,  in  Newfoundland,  is  denominated  par- 
tridge berry ; and  another  brown  berry,  with  which 
we  were  unacquainted.  This  has  fomewhat  of 
the  tafte  of  a floe,  but  is  different  from  it  in  every 
other  refpedt.  When  eaten  in  a confiderable 
quantity  it  is  very  aftringent.  Brandy  may  be 
diftilled  from  it.  Captain  Clerke  endeavoured  to 
preferve  fomc  \ but  they  fermented,  and  became 
as  ftrong  as  if  they  had  been  fteeped  in  fpirits. 

There  were  feveral  plants  which  were  fervice- 
able  to  us,  but  are  not  ufed  either  by  the  Ruffians 
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or  the  natives.  Thefe  were  pea-tops,  wild  pur- 
flain,  a 1'ort  of  fcurvy-grafs,  crelfes,  and  a few 
others.  We  found  all  thefe  very  palatable,  whe- 
ther drelfed  in  foups  or  in  fallads.  The  vallies 
and  low  grounds  abound  with  grafs,  which  grows 
very  thick,  and  to  a great  length.  We  are  of 
opinion,  that  cattle  might  fubfift  at  Oonalafhka 
in  every  feafon  of  the  year,  without  being  houfed. 
The  foil,  in  many  places,  appeared  to  be  capable 
of  producing  grain  and  vegetables.  But,  at  pre- 
fent,  the  Ruffian  traders,  and  the  natives,  feem 
contented  with  the  fpontaneous  productions  of 
nature. 

We  obierved  native  fulphur  among  the  people 
of  this  ifland  j but  we  could  not  learn  where  they 
procured  it.  We  alio  found  ochre,  and  a ftone 
that  affords  a purple  colour ; befides  another  that 
gives  a good  green.  This  laft,  in  its  natural  date, 
is  of  a grey i fli  green  hue,  coarfe,  and  heavy.  It 
readily  dilfolves  in  oil;  but  when  it  is  put  into 
water,  it  altogether  lofes  its  properties.  As  for 
the  Hones  about  the  fhore  and  hills,  we  perceived 
in  them  nothing  that  was  extraordinary. 

The  Oonalaflikans  inter  their  dead  on  the  tops 
qf  hills,  and  raife  over  the  grave  a little  hillock. 
One  of  the  natives,  who  attended  Captain  Cook 
in  a walk  into  the  country,  pointed  out  feveral  of 
thefe  repofitories  of  the  dead.  There  was  one  of 
them,  by  the  fide  of  a road,  that  had  a heap  of 
Hones  over  it  j and  all  who  paired  it,  added  a ftone 
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to  the  heap.  In  the  country  were  Teen  feveral 
ftone  hillocks,  that  feemed  to  have  been  artificial- 
ly railed.  Some  of  them  were,  to  appearance,  of 
great  antiquity. 

We  are  unacquainted  with  the  notions  of  thefc 
people  refpedting  the  deity,  and  a future  ftate. 
We  are  equally  uninformed  with  regard  to  their 
diverfions  having  ieen  nothing  that  could  give  us 
an  inlight  into  either. 

They  are  extremely  chearful  and  friendly  a- 
mong  each  other ; and  they  always  treated  us  with 
great  civility.  The  Ruffians  faid  they  never  had 
any  connection  with  their  women,  on  account  of 
their  not  being  chriltians.  Our  people,  however, 
were  iefs  fcrupulous ; and  lome  of  them  had  rea- 
fon  to  repent,  that  the  women  of  Oonalalhka  en- 
couraged their  addreffes ; for  their  health  was  in- 
jured by  a diftemper  that  is  not  wholly  unknown 
here.  The  natives  are  all'o  fubjedt  to  the  cancer, 
or  a complaint  of  a fimilar  nature,  which  thole 
who  are  attacked  by  it  $re  lludious  to  conceal. 
They  do  not  appear  to  be  long-lived.  We  did 
not  fee  a perfon,  man  or  woman,  whom  we  could 
fuppofe  to  be  fixty  years  of  age ; and  we  obferved 
very  few  who  feemed  to  exceed  fifty. 

We  have  occafionally  mentioned,  from  the 
time  of  our  arrival  in  Prince  William’s  Sound, 
how  remarkably  the  inhabitants  on  this  north- 
weftern  fide  of  America  refemble  the  Efqufinaux 
and  Greenlanders  in  various  particulars  of  per- 
fon. 
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fon,  drefs,  weapons,  canoes,  and  the  like.  We 
were,  however,  much  lei's  (truck  with  this,  than 
with  the  affinity  fubfifting  between  the  dialedts 
of  the  Greenlanders  and  Efquimaux,  and  thofe  of 
Oonalaihka  and  Norton’s  Sound.  But  we  mult 
obferve,  with  refpetft  to  the  words  which  were 
collected  by  us  on  this  fide  of  America,  that  too 
much  llrefs  is  not  to  be  laid  upon  their  being 
accurately  reprefented;  for,  after  the  death  of 
Mr.  Anderfon,  we  had  few  who  took  any  great 
degree  of  pains  about  fuch  matters;  and  we  have 
often  found  that  the  fame  word,  written  down  by 
two  or  more  perfons,  from  the  mouth  of  the  fame 
native,  differed  confiderably,  on  being  compared 
together.  Neverthelefs,  enough  is  certain  to  au- 
thorize this  judgment,  that  there  is  great  reafon 
to  fuppofe,  that  all  thefe  nations  are  of  the  fame 
extraction  ; and  if  that  be  the  cafe,  there  is  little 
doubt  of  there  being  a northern  communication  by 
fea,  between  the  weftern  fide  of  America,  and  the 
eaflern  fide,  through  Baffin’s  Bay;  which  com- 
munication, however,  is  perhaps  effe&ually  Unit 
up  againft  (hips,  by  ice,  and  other  obftru&ions ; 

fuch,  at  lead,  was  Captain  Cook’s  opinion  at 
this  time. 

The  tides  in  thefe  parts  are  not  very  confider- 
able,  except  in  Cook’s  River.  The  flood  comes 
from  the  fouth  or  fouth-eaft,  following  the  di- 
rection of  the  coaft  to  the  north-weft.  Between 
Cape  Prince  of  Wales  and  Norton  Sound  we 
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found  a current  fetting  towards  the  north-weft, 
particularly  off  that  Cape,  and  within  Sledge 
Ifland.  This  current,  however,  extended  but  a 
little  way  from  the  coaft,  and  was  neither  con- 
fiftent  nor  uniform.  To  the  north  of  Cape  Prince 
of  Wales,  we  obferved  neither  tide  nor  current, 
either  on  the  coaft  of  America,  or  that  of  Afia. 
This  circumftance  gave  rife  to  an  opinion  which 
fome  of  our  people  entertained,  that  the  two 
coafts  were  connected  either  by  land  or  ice;  and 
that  opinion  received  fome  degree  of  ftrength, 
from  our  never  having  any  hollow  waves  from  the 
northward,  and  from  our  feeing  ice  almoft  the 
whole  way  acrofs. 

From  the  obfervations  made  during  our  conti- 
nuance in  the  harbour  of  Samganoodha,  its  lati- 
tude is  530  5'  north,  and  its  longitude  1930  29' 
45"  eaft. 
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CHAP.  XII. 

Departure  from  Samganoodha — Amoghta  An  ele- 
vated Rock—Repajs  the  Strait  between  Oonalajh- 
ka,  and  Oonella — Proceed  to  the  South— One  Man 
killedy  and  three  or  four  wounded  on  board  the 
Difcovery — Mowee  difcovered — Vifts  from  the 
Natives— A Vifit  from  a Chief  named  Terreeoboo 
. — Owhyhee,  an  If  and,  difcovered — Ships  ply  to 
Windward— An  Eclipfe  of  the  Moon — Ship’s 
Crew  refufe  to  tafle  Sugar-Cane  Beer  —Compara- 
tive View  of  the  Cordage  in  the  Navy  and  Mer- 
chants Service — Eulogium  on  the  Natives  of 
Owhyhee — The  Refolution  accomplices  the  Inten- 
tion of  getting  to  Windward  of  the  If  and — The 
Progrefs— Vifits  from  the  If  anders— Joined  by 
the  Difcovery — Mr.  Bligh  examines  Karakakooa 
Bay — Multitudes  of  People— Anchor  in  the  Bay. 

ON  Monday  the  26th  of  Odober,  we  failed 
from  Samganoodha  harbour,  when,  the 
wind  being  foutherly,  we  flood  to  the  weftward. 
We  intended  to  proceed  to  the  Sandwich  Illands, 
in  order  to  pafs  a few  of  the  winter  months  there, 
if  we  fhould  meet  with  the  necefiary  refrefliments, 
and  then  advance  in  our  progrefs  to  Kamtfchatka, 
fo  as  to  arrive  there  about  the  middle  of  May  in 
the  enfuing  year.  This  being  determined  on, 
the  Commodore  gave  Captain  Clerke  inftrudions 
4 for 
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for  proceeding  in  cafe  of  feparation  ; Sandwich 
Iflands  being  appointed  for  the  fifft  place  of  ren- 
dezvous ; and,  for  the  fecond,  Petropaulowlka,  in 
Kamtfchatka. 

Having  got  out  of  the  harbour,  the  wind  veer- 
ed to  the  fouth-eaft,  with  which  we  were  earned 
to  the  weftern  part  of  Oonalaihka,  by  the  even- 
ing. Here  the  wind  was  at  fouth,  and  we  Wretch- 
ed to  the  weftward  till  the  next  morning  at  feven, 
at  which  time  we  wore,  and  Wood  to  the  eaft.  The 
wind  had  now  fo  greatly  increafed,  as  to  reduce 
us  to  our  three  courfes.  It  blew  in  heavy  fqualls, 
accompanied  with  rain,  hail,  and  fnow. 

In  the  jmorning  of  the  28th,  at  about  nine 
Q’clock,  Oonalaihka  bore  fouth-eaft,  about  four 
leagues  diftant.  The  ftrength  of  the  gale  was 
much  abated,  and,  towards  the  evening,  infen- 
fibly  veered  round  to  the  eaft,  and  foon  after  got 
to  north-eaft,  increafing  to  a very  hard  gale,  at- 
tended with  rain. 

At  half  after  fix,  in  the  morning  of  the  29th, 
we  difeovered  land,  which  we  fuppofed  to  be  the 
bland  Amoghta.  At  eight,  the  wind  having 
veered  to  the  weftward,  we  could  not  weather  the 
Hand,  and  gave  over  plying ; bearing  away  for 
Oonalaihka,  in  order  to  go  to  the  north  of  it, 
not  daring,  in  fo  hard  a gale  of  wind,  to  attempt 
a paflage  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  it.  When  we  bore 
away,  the  land  was  about  four  leagues  diftant. 
Jhe  longitude  was  1910  jy',  and  the  latitude  530 
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3.8'.  The  Ruffian  map  is  very  inaccurate  in  the 
fituation  of  this  ifland. 

Steering  to  the  north-eaft,  we  difcovered,  at 
eleven  o’clock,  a rock,  elevated  like  a tower, 
bearing  north-north-eaft,  at  thediftance  of  about 
four  leagues.  .The  latitude  was  530  57',  and  the 
longitude  1 9 1 0 1'.  We  got  fight  of  Oonalaffika 
about  three  in  the  afternoon,  when  we  ffiortened 
fail,  and  hauled  the  wind,  being  unable  to  get 
through  the  paffage  before  night.  On  the  20th, 
at  day-break,  having  a very  hard  gale  at  weft- 
north-weft,  with  heavy  fqualls  and  fnow,  we 
bore  away  under  courfes,  and  clofe-reefed  top- 
fails.  About  noon  we  were  in  the  middle  of  the 
ftrait,  and  got  through  it  at  three  in  the  after- 
noon, Cape  Providence  bearing  wefl-ibuth-weft ; 
the  wind  at  weft-north-weft,  blew'  a ftrong  gale, 
with  fair  weather. 

On  the  2d  of  November,  the  wind  was  at 
fouth  j and,  in  the  evening,  blew  a violent  ftorm, 
which  occafioned  us  to  bring  to.  Several  omns 
were  fired  by  the  Difcovery,  which  we  immedi- 
ately anfwered.  We  loft  fight  of  her  at  eight, 
and  faw  her  no  more  till  eight  the  next  morning. 
She  joined  us  at  ten  ; when,  the  height  of  the 
gale  being  over,  and  the  wind  having  veered  to 
weft-north-weft,  we  made  fail,  and  purfued  our 
courfe  to  the  fouthward. 

In  the  morning  of  Saturday  the  7th,  a jffiag, 
or  cormorant,  flew  often  round  the  fliip.  As  it 
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is  not  common  for  thefe  birds  to  go  far  out  of 
the  fight  of  land,  we  fuppofed  there  was  fome  at 
no  great  diftance  ; though  we  could  not  difcover 
any.  Having  but  little  wind  in  the  afternoon, 
Captain  Clerke  came  on  board  with  fome  melan- 
choly intelligence.  He  informed  us  that,  the 
fecond  night  after  we  departed  from  Samganood- 
ha,  the  main  tack  of  the  Difcovery  gave  way, 
by  which  accident  one  man  was  killed,  and  the 
boatfwain,  with  two  or  three  others,  wounded. 
He  added,  that  his  fails  and  rigging  received 
confiderable  damage  on  the  jd,  and  that  he  fired 
the  guns  as  a fignal  to  bring  to. 

On  the  8th,  we  had  a gentle  breeze  at  north, 
with  clear  weather.  On  the  9th,  we  had  eight 
hours  calm.  To  this  fucceeded  a wind  from  the 
fouth,  accompanied  with  fair  weather.  Such  of 
our  people  as  could  handle  a needle,  were  now 
employed  to  repair  the  fails ; and  the  carpenters 
were  directed  to  put  the  boats  in  order. 

At  noon,  on  the  12th,  the  wind  returned  to 
the  northward,  and  veered  to  the  eaft  on  the 
15th.  We  now  faw  a tropic  bird,  and  a dolphin  ; 
the  firft  we  had  obferved  in  our  paflage.  On  the 
17th,  the  wind  was  fouthward,  where  it  remained 
till  the  1 9th  in  the  afternoon,  when  it  was  in- 
ftantly  brought  round  by  the  weft  to  the  north, 
by  a fquall  of  wind  and  rain.  The  wind  increafed 
to  a very  ftrong  gale,  and  brought  us  under 
double  reefed  top-lails.  In  lowering  the  main 
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top-fail,  in  order  to  reef  it,  the  force  of  the  wind 
tore  it  out  of  the  foot-rope,  and  it  was  fplit  in 
feveral  parts.  We  got,  however,  another  top- 
fail  to  the  yard  the  next  morning.  We  fleered 
to  the  fouthward  till  the  25th,  at  day-light, 
when  we  were  in  the  latitude  of  20°  55'. 

The  next  morning,  at  day-break,  land  was 
difcovered,  extending  from  fouth-fouth-eafl  to 
weft.  We  flood  for  it,  and  at  eight  o’clock,  it 
extended  from  fouth-eafl  to  well,  the  neareft  part 
about  two  leagues  diflant.  We  now  perceived 
that  our  difcovery  of  the  group  of  the  Sandwich 
Iflands  had  been  very  imperfect,  thofe  which  we 
had  vifited  in  our  progrefs  northward,  all  lying 
to  the  leeward  of  our  prefent  flation. 

An  elevated  hill  appeared  in  the  country,  whofe 
fummit  rofe  above  the  clouds.  The  land,  from 
this  hill,  fell  in  a gradual  flope,  terminating  in 
a fleep  rocky  coafl ; the  fea  breaking  againfl  it 
in  a molt  dreadful  furf.  Unable  to  weather  the 
ifland,  we  bore  up,  and  ranged  to  the  weftward. 
We  now  perceived  people  on  many  parts  of  the 
lhore,  and  feveral  houfes  and  plantations.  The 
country  appeared  to  be  well  fupplied  with  wood 
and  water,  and  flreams  were  feen,  in  various 
places,  falling  into  the  fea. 

It  being  of  the  utmofl  importance  to  procure  a 
proper  fupply  of  provifions  at  thefe  iflands,  which 
could  not  poflibly  be  accomplifhed,  if  a free  trade 
with  the  natives  were  to  be  permitted ; Captain 
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Cook  publifhed  an  order,  prohibiting  all  peifons 
on  board  the  fhips  from  trading,  except  thofe  ap- 
pointed by  himfelf  and  Captain  Clerke ; and 
thefe  were  under  limitations  of  trading  only  for 
provifions  and  refrefhments.  Injunctions  were 
alfo  laid  againft  the  admittance  of  women  into 
the  fhips,  but  under  certain  reftriCtions.  But  the 
evil,  which  was  intended  to  have  been  prevented 
by  this  regulation,  had  already  got  amongfl  them. 

About  noon,  the  coaft  extended  from  fouth- 
eaft  to  north-weft,  the  neareft  fhore  three  miles 
diftant,  in  the  latitude  of  ao°  59 ',  and  the  lon- 
gitude of  203°  50'.  Some  canoes  came  off,  and, 
when  they  got  along-fide,  many  of  the  conduc- 
tors of  them  came  into  the  fhip  without  hefita- 
tion.  We  perceived  that  they  were  of  the  fame 
nation  as  thofe  iflanders  more  to  the  leeward, 
which  had  already  been  vifited  by  us ; and,  as 
we  underftood,  they  were  no  flrangers  to  our 
having  been  there.  It  was,  indeed,  too  evi- 
dent ; thefe  people  having  got  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe  among  them;  which  they  probably  contract- 
ed by  an  intercourfe  with  their  neighbours,  after 
we  had  left  them. 

Our  vifiters  fupplied  us  with  a quantity  of 
cuttle-fifh,  in  exchange  for  nails  and  iron.  They 
brought  but  little  fruit  or  roots,  but  faid  they  had 
plenty  of  them  on  their  ifland,  as  well  as  of  hogs 
and  fowls.  The  horizon  being  clear,  in  the 
evening,  we  fuppofed  the  wdternmoll  land  that 

. we 


PACIFIC  OCEAN.  IS9 

we  could  fee,  to  be  an  ifland,  diftindt  from  that 
off  which  we  now  were.  Expecting  the  natives 
would  return  the  next  day*  with  the  produce  of 
their  ifland,  we  plyed  off  the  whole  night,  and 
flood  dole  in  lhore  the  next  morning.  At  firft 
we  were  vilited  but  by  few,  but,  towards  noon, 
many  of  them  appeared,  bringing  with  them  po- 
tatoes, tarro,  bread-fruit,  plantains,  and  fmall 
pigs,  all  of  which  were  bartered  for  iron  tools 
and  nails,  we  having  few  other  articles  to  give 
them.  We  traded  with  them  till  about  four  in 
the  afternoon,  at  which  time  they  had  difpofed 
of  all  their  cargoes  3 and,  not  exprefllng  any  in- 
clination to  fetch  more,  we  immediately  made 
fail. 

On  the  30th,  in  the  afternoon,  being  off  the 
north-eafl  end  of  the  ifland,  fome  more  canoes 
came  off.  Thefe  principally  belonged  to  Ter^ 
reeoboo,  a chief  who  came  in  one  of  them.  He 
made  the  Commodore  a prefent  of  two  or  three 
pigs ; and  we  procured  a little  fruit  by  bartering 
with  the  other  people.  In  about  two  hours  they 
all  left  us,  except  feven  or  eight  who  chofe  to 
remain  on  board.  Soon  after,  a double  failing 
canoe  arrived  to  attend  upon  them,  which  we 
towed  aftem  the  whole  night.  In  the  evening, 
another  ifland  was  feen  to  the  windward,  called, 
by  the  natives,  Owhyhee . That,  which  we  had 
been  off  for  fome  days,  was  called  M6rJoee„ 
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At  eight  in  the  morning,  on  the  i ft  of  De- 
cember, Owhyhee  extended  from  fouth-eafl  to 
fouth-wefl.  Perceiving  that  we  could  fetch  Owhy- 
hee, we  flood  for  it,  when  our  vifiters  from  Mo- 
wee  thought  proper  to  embark  in  their  canoes, 
and  went  afhore.  We  fpent  the  night,  (landing 
off  and  on  the  north  fide  of  Owhyhee. 

On  the  2d  of  December,  in 'the  morning,  to 
our  great  furprize,  we  faw  the  fummits  of  the 
mountains  covered  with  fnow.  Though  they 
were  not  of  an  extraordinary  height,  the  fnow, 
in  fome  places,  appeared  to  be  of  a confiderable 
depth,  and  to  have  remained  there  fome  time. 
Drawing  near  the  fhore,  fome  of  the  natives  ap- 
proached us,  who  appeared  a little  fhy  at  firft, 
but  we  prevailed  on  fome  of  them  to  come  on 
board  ; and,  at  length,  induced  them  to  return 
to  the  ifland,  to  bring  a fupply  of  what  we  want- 
ed. We  had  plenty  of  company  after  thefe  had 
reached  the  fhore,  who  brought  us  a tolerable 
fupply  of  pigs,  fruit,  and  roots.  We  traded 
with  them  till  about  fix  in  the  evening;  when  wc 
flood  off,  in  order  to  ply  to  windward  round  the 
ifland. 

An  eclipfe  of  the  moon  was  obferved  in  the 
evening  of  the  4th.  Mr.  King  ufed,  for  the 
purpofe  of  obfervation,  a night- telefcope,  with 
a circular  aperture  at  the  objedt  end.  The  Com- 
modore obferved  with  the  telefcope  of  one  of 
Ramfden’s  fextants. 
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In  the  evening  of  the  6th,  being  near  the  fhore, 
and  five  leagues  farther  up  the  coaft,  we  again 
traded  with  the  natives  ; but,  receiving  only  a 
trifling  fupply,  we  flood  in  the  next  morning, 
when  the  number  of  our  vifiters  was  confiderable, 
with  whom  we  trafficked  till  two  in  the  afternoon. 
We  had  now  procured  pork,  fruit,  and  roots, 
fufficient  to  fupply  us  for  four  or  five  days.  We 
therefore  made  fail,  and  flill  plyed  to  windward. 

Captain  Cook  having  procured  a great  quan- 
tity of  fugar  cane,  and  having,  upon  a trial,  dis- 
covered that  a decodlion  of  it  made  very  pala- 
table beer,  he  ordered  fome  of  it  to  be  brewed 
for  our  general  ufe  : but,  on  the  broaching  of 
the  cafks,  not  one  of  the  crew  would  even  tafle 
it.  The  Commodore,  having  no  other  motive 
in  preparing  this  beverage,  than  that  of  preferving 
our  fpirits  for  a colder  climate,  neither  exerted 
his  authority,  nor  had  recourfe  to  perfuafion,  to 
induce  them  to  drink  it ; well  knowing  that,  fo 
long  as  we  could  be  plentifully  fupplied  with 
other  vegetables,  there  was  no  danger  of  the 
feurvy.  But,  that  he  might  not  be  difappointed 
in  his  views,  he  ordered  that  no  grog  fhould  be 
ferved  in  either  of  the  fhips.  The  Commodore, 
and  his  officers,  continued  to  drink  this  fugar- 
cane  beer,  whenever  materials  could  be  procured 
for  brewing  it.  Some  hops,  which  we  had  on 
board,  improved  it  much  ; and,  it  was,  doubt- 
lefs,  extremely  wholefome ; though  the  Captain’s 
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inconfidcrate  crew,  could  not  be  perfuaded  but 
that  it  was  injurious  to  their  health. 

Innovations,  of  whatever  kind,  on  board  a 
fhip,  are  fure  to  meet  with  the  difapprobation  of 
the  feamen,  though  ever  fo  much  to  their  advan- 
tage. Portable  foup,  and  four  krout,  were  con- 
demned, at  firft,  as  improper  food  for  human 
beings.  Few  commanders  have  introduced  more 
ufeful  varieties  of  food  and  drink  into  their  fhips, 
than  Captain  Cook  has  done.  Few  others,  in- 
deed, have  had  the  opportunities,  or  have  been 
driven  to  the  neceflity  of  trying  fuch  experi- 
ments. It  was-,  neverthelefs,  owing  to  certain 
deviations  from  eftablifhed  pradlice,  that  he  was 
enabled,,  in  a great  degree,  to  preferve  his  peo- 
ple from  the  icurvy,  & diftemper  that  has  often 
made  more  havock  in  peaceful  voyages,  than  the 
enemy  in  military  expeditions. 

Having  kept  at  fome  diftance  from  the  coaft, 
till  the  13th,  we  flood  in  again,  fix  leagues  more 
to  windward ; and,  after  trading  with  the  na- 
tives who  came  off  to  us,  returned  to  fea.  We 
alfo  intended  to  have  approached  the  fbore^gain 
on  the  1 5th,  to  get  a frefli  fupply  of  fruit  and 
roots  j but  the  wind  happening  to  be  then  at 
fouth-eaft,  we  embraced  the  opportunity  of  llretch- 
ing  to  the  eaftward,  in  order  to  get  round  the 
fouth-eaft  end  of  the  ifland.  The  wind  conti- 
nued at  fouth-eaft  the  greatcft  part  of  the  16th  ; 
©n  the  17th,  it  wa,,  variable  j and  on  the  18th, 
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it  was  continually  veering.  Sometimes  it  blew 
in  hard  fqualls  j and,  at  other  times,  it  was  calm, 
with  thunder,  lightning,  and  rain.  The  wind 
was  wefterly  for  a few  hours  in  the  afternoon  ; 
but  it  fhifted,  in  the  evening,  to  eaft  by  fouth. 
The  fouth-eaft  point  of  the  iQand  now  bore  fouth- 
weft  by  fouth,  diftant  about  -five  leagues,  and  we 
expedled  that  we  ftiould  be  able  to  weather  it ; 
but  it  became  calm  at  one  the  next  morning, 
and  we  were  left  wholly  at  the  mercy  of  a north 
eafterly  fwell,  which  greatly  impelled  us  towards 
the  land  ; infomuch,  that,  before  morning,  lights 
were  feen  upon  the  fhore,  which  was  then  at  the 
diftance  of  about  a league.  It  was  a dark  night, 
■with  thunder,  lightning,  and  rain. 

A breeze  from  the  fouth-eaft  fucceeded  the 
calm  at  about  three,  blowing  in  fqualls,  with 
rain.  At  day-break,  the  coaft  extended  from 
north  by  weft,  to  fouth-weft  by  weft,  about  half 
a league  diftant ; a moft  dreadful  furf  breaking 
upon  the  fhore.  We  had  certainly  been  i-n  the 
moft  imminent  danger;  from  which  we  were  not 
yet  fecure,  the  wind  veering  more  eafterly ; fo 
that,  for  a confiderabie  time,  we  were  but  juft 
able  to  keep  our  diftance  from  the  coaft.  Our 
fituation  was  rendered  the  more  alarming,  by  the 
leach-rope  of  the  main- top-fail  giving  way,  in 
confequence  of  which  the  fail  was  rent  in  two; 
the  top-gallant-fails  giving  way  in  the  fame  man- 
ner. We  foon,  however,  got  others  to  the  yards, 
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and  left  the  land  affern.  The  Difcovery  was  at 
forne  diftance  to  the  north,  intirely  clear  from 
the  land  j nor  did  fire  appear  in  fight  till  eight 
o’clock. 

It  is  an  obvious  remark,  that  the  bolt-ropes  to 
our  fails  are  extremely  deficient  in  ftrength  or 
fubftance.  This  has  frequently  been  the  fource 
of  infinite  labour  and  vexation ; and  occafioned 
the  lofs  of  much  canvas  by  their  giving  way. 
It  was,  upon  this  occafion,  obferved  by  Captain 
Cook,  that  the  cordage,  canvas,  and  other  ftores, 
made  ufe  of  in  the  navy,  are  inferior,  in  general, 
to  thofe  ufed  in  the  merchant  fervice. 

The  Commodore  alfo  obferved,  that  an  opi- 
nion prevailed  among  all  naval  officers,  that  the 
king’s  ftores  were  fuperior  to  any  others ; no 
fhips  being  fo  well  fitted  out  as  thofe  of  the  navy. 
They  may  be  right,  he  admits,  as  to  the  quan- 
tity; but,  he  apprehends,  not  with  refpect  to  the 
quality  of  the  ftores.  This,  indeed,  is  not  often 
tried  for  thefe  things  are  ufually  condemned, 
or  converted  to  other  ufes,  before  they  are  half 
worn  out.  Only  fuch  voyages  as  ours  afford  an 
opportunity  of  making  the  trial ; our  fituation 
being  fuch,  as  to  render  it  neceflary  to  wear 
every  thing  to  the  extreme  *. 

* Captain  Cook,  in  this  particular,  appears  to  be  mif- 
taken  ; the  belt  of  cordage  being  made  in  the  king’s  yard. 
In  time  of  war,  indeed,  when  the  cordage  is,  from  neceflity, 
fupplied  by  contract,  fome  of  an  inferior  quality  may  fome- 
times  be  made. 
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When  day-light  appeared,  the  natives  afhore 
exhibited  a white  flag,  as  a fignal,  we  imagined, 
of  peace  and  friendship.  Many  of  them  ven- 
tured out  after  us ; but,  as  the  wind  frefhened, 
and  w7e  were  unwilling  to  wait,  they  were  pre- 
fently  left  aftern.  In  the  afternoon,  we  made 
another  attempt  to  weather  the  eaftern  extreme, 
in  which  we  failed ; when  the  Commodore  gave 
it  up,  and  ran  down  to  the  Difcovery. 

Our  getting  round  the  ifland  was,  indeed,  a 
matter  of  no  importance;  for  we  had  feen  the  ex- 
tent of  it  to  the  fouth-eaft,  which  was  all  the 
Commodore  aimed  at ; the  natives  having  in- 
formed us,  that  there  was  no  other  ifland  to  the 
windward  of  this.  But,  as  we  were  fo  near  ac- 
complifliing  our  defign,  we  did  not  entirely  aban- 
don the  idea  of  weathering  it,  and  continued  to 
ply. 

At  noon,  on  the  20th,  the  fouth-eaft  point  bore 
fouth,  at  the  diftance  of  three  leagues.  The 
fnowy  hills  bore  weft-north-weft ; and  we  were 
within  four  miles  of  the  neareft  fhore.  We  were 
vifited,  in  the  afternoon,  by  fome  of  the  natives, 
who  came  off  in  their  canoes,  bringing  with  them 
pigs  and  plantains.  The  latter  were  highly  ac- 
ceptable, we  having  been  without  vegetables  for 
fome  days;  but  this  was  fo  inconfiderable  a fup- 
ply,  (hardly  fufficient  for  one  day)  that  we  ftood 
in  the  next  morning,  till  within  about  four  miles 
pf  the  land,  when  a number  of  canoes  came  off, 
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laden  with  provifions.  The  people  in  them  con- 
tinued trading  with  us  till  four  o’clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon ; at  which  time  we  had  got  a good  fup- 
ply ; we  therefore  made  fail,  ftretching  off  to  the 
northward. 

We  met  with  lefs  referve  and  fufpicion,  in  our 
intercourfe  with  the  people  of  this  ifland,  than 
we  had  ever  experienced  among  any  tribe  of  fa- 
vages.  They  frequently  fent  up  into  the  fhip, 
the  articles  they  meant  to  barter,  and  afterwards 
came  in  themfelves,  to  traffic  on  the  quarterdeck. 
The  inhabitants  of  Otaheite,  whom  we  have  fo 
often  vifited,  have  not  that  confidence  in  our  in- 
tegrity. Whence  it  may  be  inferred,  that  thole 
of  Owhyhee  are  more  faithful  in  their  dealings 
with  each  other,  than  the  Otaheiteans. 

It  is  but  juftice  to  obferve,  that  they  never  at- 
tempted to  over-reach  us  in  exchanges,  nor  to 
commit  a Angle  theft.  They  perfectly  under- 
hand trading,  and  clearly  comprehended  the  rea- 
lon  of  our  plying  upon  the  coafl.  For,  though 
they  brought  off  plenty  of  pigs,  and  other  pro- 
vifions, they  were  particular  in  keeping  up  their 
price ; and,  rather  than  difpole  of  them  at  an 
undervalue,  would  carry  them  to  fhore  again. 

At  eight  in  the  morning  of  the  22d,  we  tack- 
ed to  the  fouthward.  At  noon,  the  fnowy  peak 
bore  fouth-wefl.  We  flood  to  the  fouth-eaft  till 
midnight,  when  we  tacked  to  the  north  till  four. 
\Vp  had  hopes  of  weathering  the  ifland,  and 
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fhould  have  fucceeded,  if  a calm  had  not  enfued, 
and  left  us  to  the  mercy  of  a fwell,  which  im- 
pelled us  towards  the  land,  from  which  we  were 
not  above  the  diftance  of  two  leagues.  Some 
light  puffs  of  wind,  however,  took  us  out  of 
danger.  Whilft  we  lay  in  this  fituation,  fome 
iflanders  came  off  with  hogs,  fowls,  and  fruit. 
From  one  of  the  canoes  we  got  a goofe,  which 
was  not  larger  than  a Mufcovy  duck.  The  co- 
lour of  its  plumage  was  dark  grey,  and  the  bill 
and  legs  were  black. 

After  purchafing  what  the  natives  had  brought 
off,  we  made  fail,  and  ftretched  to  the  north. 
At  midnight,  we  tacked  and  flood  to  the  fouth- 
eafl.  Imagining  the  Difcovery  would  fee  us 
tack,  we  omitted  the  fignal ; but  it  afterwards 
appeared  that  fire  did  not  fee  us,  and  continued 
Handing  to  the  north ; for,  the  next  morning,  at 
day-light,  fhe  was  not  to  be  feen.  But,  as  the 
weather  was  now  hazy,  we  could  not  fee  far ; it 
was  therefore  poffible  that  the  Difcovery  might 
be  following  us.  At  noon,  we  were  in  the  lati- 
tude of  190  55',  and  in  the  longitude  of  205°3/; 
and  we  were  two  leagues  from  the  neareft  part  of 
the  ifland.  In  the  evening,  at  fix,  the  fouthern- 
moft  part  of  the  ifland  bore  fouth-wefl,  the  near- 
eft  fliore  about  feven  miles  diftant.  We  had, 
therefore,  now  fucceeded  in  our  endeavours,  in 
getting  to  the  v/indward  pf  the  ifland. 
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The  Difcovery  was  not  yet  within  fight,  but 
as  the  wind  was  favourable  for  her  to  follow  us, 
we  expedted  fhe  would  fhortly  join  us.  We  kept 
cruifing  oft  this  point  of  the  ifland,  till  Captain 
Clerke  was  no  longer  expedled  here.  It  was,  at 
length,  conjedlured,  that  he  was  gone  to  leeward, 
in  order  to  meet  us  that  way,  not  having  been 
able  to  weather  the  north-eaft  part  of  the  ifland. 

Keeping  generally  from,,  five  to  ten  leagues 
from  the  land,  only  one  canoe  came  off  to  us  till 
the  28th ; at  which  time  we  were  attended  by 
about  a dozen,  bringing,  as  ufual,  the  produce 
of  the  ifland.  We  were  concerned  that  the  peo- 
ple had  been  at  the  trouble  of  coming,  as  we 
could  not  poffibly  trade  with  them,  not  having 
yet  confirmed  our  former  ftock  ; and  experience 
had  convinced  us,  that  the  hogs  could  not  be 
kept  alive,  nor  the  roots  be  many  days  preferred 
from  putrefadlion.  We  meant,  however,  not  to 
leave  this  part  of  the  ifland  till  we  had  got  a fup- 
ply,  as  we  could  not  eafily  return  to  it,  if  it 
fhould  hereafter  be  found  neceffary.  On  the  30th, 
we  began  to  be  in  want,  but  a calm  prevented  us 
from  approaching  the  fhore.  A breeze,  however, 
fprungup  at  midnight,  which  enabled  us  to  fland 
in  for  the  land  at  day-break.  At  ten  o’clock  the 
iflanders  vifited  us,  bringing  with  them  a quan- 
tity of  fruit  and  roots,  but  only  three  fmall  pigs. 
This  fcanty  fupply  was,  perhaps,  occaiioned  by 

Qur 


PACIFIC  OCEAN.  139 

our  not  having  purchafed  thofe  which  had  lately- 
been  brought  off. 

For  the  purpofes  of  traffic  we  brought  to,  but 
we  were  ffiortly  interrupted  with  an  exceffivc 
rain;  and,  indeed,  we  were  too  far  from  the  fhore; 
nor  could  we  venture  to  go  nearer,  as  we  could 
not,  for  a moment,  depend  upon  the  wind’s  con- 
tinuing where  it  was.  The  fwell,  too,  was  ex- 
tremely high,  and  fet  obliquely  upon  the  fhore, 
where  it  broke  in  a moft  frightful  furf.  We  had 
fine  weather  in  the  evening,  and  paffed  the  night 
in  making  boards.  Before  day- break,  on  the 
iff  of  January,  1779,  the  atmofphere  was  laden 
with  heavy  clouds ; and  the  new  year  was  uffier- 
ed  in  with  a heavy  rain.  We  had  a light  breeze 
foutherly,  with  fome  calms.  At  ten,  the  rain 
ceafed,  the  fky  became  clear,  and  the  wind  freffi- 
ened. 

Being  now  about  four  of  five  miles  from  the 
fhore,  fome  canoes  arrived  with  hogs,  fruit,  and 
roots.  We  traded  with  the  people  in  the  canoes, 
till  three  in  the  afternoon  ; when,  being  pretty 
well  fupplied,  we  made  fail,  in  order  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  lee  fide  of  the  ifland,  in  fearch  of  the 
Difcovery.  We  ftretched  to  the  eaftward,  till 
midnight,  when  the  wind  favoured  us,  and  we 
-yvent  upon  the  other  tack. 

The  2d,  3d,  and  4th,  were  paffed  in  running 
down  the  fouth-eaft  fide  of  the  ifiand,  Handing 
off  and  on  during  the  nights,  and  employing  part 
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of  each  day  in  lying  to,  to  give  the  natives  a* 
opportunity  of  trading  with  us.  They  frequently 
came  off  to  us,  at  the  diftance  of  five  leagues 
from  the  fhore,  but  never  brought  much  with 
them,  at  thofe  times,  either  from  a fear  of  lofing 
their  articles  in  the  fea,  or  from  the  uncertainty 
of  a market.  We  procured  a quantity  of  fait, 
of  a moft  excellent  quality. 

In  the  morning  of  the  5th,  we  paffed  the  fouth 
point  of  the  ifland,  in  the  latitude  of  180  54', 
beyond  which  the  coaft  trends  north  6o°  weft.  A 
large  village  is  fituated  on  this  point,  many  of 
whofe  inhabitants  thronged  off  to  the  fhip  with 
hogs  and  women.  The  latter  could  not  poffibly 
be  prevented  from  coming  on  board  ; and  they 
were  lefs  rpferved  than  any  women  we  had  ever 
feen.  They  feemed,  indeed,  to  have  vifited  us 
with  no  other  view  than  to  tender  us  their  per- 
fons. 

Haying  now  got  a quantity  of  fait,  we  pur- 
chafed  only  fuch  hogs  as  were  large  enough  for 
faking;  refufing  all  thofe  that  were  under  ft ze. 
But  we  could  feldom  procure  any  that  exceeded 
the  weight  of  fixty  pounds.  Happily  for  us,  we 
had  ftill  fome  vegetables  remaining,  as  we  were 
now  fupplied  with  but  few  of  thofe  produffions. 
Indeed,  from  the  appearance  of  this  part  of  the 
country,  it  feemed  incapable  of  affording  them. 
Evident  marks  prefented  themfelves  of  its  having 
been  laid  w.afte  by  the  expjofion  of  a volcano ; 
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and  though  we  had  not  then  Teen  any  thing  or 
the  kind,  the  devaluation  it  had  made  in  the 
neighbourhood  was  but  too  vifible. 

Though  the  coaft  is  flickered  from  the  reign- 
ing  winds,  it  had  no  anchorage ; a line  of  an 
hundred  and  fixty  fathoms  not  reaching  the  bot- 
tom, within  half  a mile  of  the  fhore.  The  na- 
tives having  now  left  us,  we  ran  a few  miles 
down  the  coaft  in  the  evening,  and  paired  the 
night  in  ftanding  off  and  on. 

We  were  again  vifited  by  the  natives  the  next 
morning.  They  came  laden  with  the  fame  arti- 
cles of  commerce  as  before.  Being  not  far  from 
the  fhore,  Captain  Cook  fent  Mr.  Bligh,  in  a 
boat,  in  order  to  found  the  coaft,  and  alfo  to  go 
alhore  in  fearch  of  frefh  water.  He  reported, 
on  his  return,  that,  within  two  cables  lengths 
of  the  fhore,  he  found  no  foundings  with  a line 
of  one  hundred  and  fixty  fathoms ; that,  on  the 
land,  he  could  difeover  no  ftream  or  fpring ; that 
there  was  feme  rain  water  in  holes,  upon  the 
rocks,  which  the  fpray  of  the  lea  had  rendered 
brackifh;  that  the  whole  furface  of  the  country 
was  compofed  of  flags  and  allies,  interfperfed 
with  a few  plants. 

To  our  great  fatisfaftion,  the  Difcovery  made 
its  appearance  between  ten  and  eleven,  coming 
round  the  fouth  point  of  the  ifland,  and  fhe  join- 
ed us  about  one.  Captain  Clerke  then  came  on 
board  the  Refolution,  and  acquainted  us,  that, 
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having  cruifed  four  or  five  days  where  we  were 
feparated,  he  plied  round  the  eaft  fide  of  the 
ifland;  where,  meeting  with  unfavourable  winds, 
he  had  been  driven  to  fome  diltance  from  the 
coaft.  One -of  the  iflanders  continued  on  board 
the  whole  time,  at  his  own  requeft,  having  re- 
fufed  to  leave  the  fhip,  though  opportunities  had 
prefented  themfelves.  The  night  was  fpent  in 
Handing  oft  and  on.  In  the  morning,  we  ftood 
in  again,  and  were  vifited  by  many  of  the  na- 
tives. At  noon,  the  latitude  was  190  1',  and  the 
longitude  20  f 26'  ; the  neareft  part  of  the  ifland 
two  leagues  diftant.  On  the  8th,  at  day-break, 
we  perceived,  that  whilft  we  were  plying  in  the 
night,  the  currents  had  carried  us  back  confide- 
rably  to  windward  ; and  that  we  were  now  off  the 
fouth-weft  point  of  the  ifland,  where  we  brought 
to,  in  order  to  enable  the  inhabitants  to  trade 
with  us. 

The  night  was  fpent  in  (landing  off  and  on. 
Four  men  and  ten  women,  who  came  on  board 
the  preceding  day,  were  with  us  (till.  The 
Commodore  not  liking  the  company  of  the  lat- 
ter, we  ftood  in  Ihore,  on  the  9th,  about  noon, 
folely  with  a view  of  getting  rid  of  our  guefts; 
when,  fome  canoes  coming  off,  we  embraced 
that  opportunity  of  fending  them  away. 

On  the  10th,  in  the  morning,  we  had  light 
airs  from  north-weft,  and  calms ; at  eleven,  the 
wind  freftiened  at  north-north-weft,  which  fo 
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greatly  retarded  us,  that,  in  the  evening,  at  eight, 
the  fouth  fnovvy  hill  bore  north,  U°  eaft. 

At  four  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  nth, 
the  wind  being  at  weft,  we  approached  the  land, 
in  expectation  of  getting  fome  refreftiments.  The 
natives,  feeing  us  fo  near  them,  began  to  come 
off,  and  we  continued  trading  with  them  the 
whole  day  j though  we  procured  but  a very  fcanty 
fupply,  many  of  thofe  who  came  oft  in  their  ca- 
noes, not  having  a fmgle  thing  to  barter.  From 
this  circumftance,  it  appeared,  that  this  part  of 
the  ifland  was  extremely  poor,  and  had  already 
furnifhed  us  with  every  thing  they  could  fpare. 

The  1 2th  was  employed  in  plying  off  and  on, 
with  a frefh  gale  at  weft.  A mile  from  the  fhore 
v.'e  found  ground,  at  the  depth  of  fifty-five  fa- 
thoms. At  five,  we  flood  to  the  fouth  ward,  and 
at  midnight  we  had  a calm.  The  next  morning, 
at  eight,  we  had  a fmall  breeze  at  fouth-fouth- 
eafl,  and  fleered  for  the  land. 

A few  canoes  came  off  to  us  with  fome  hogs  j 
but  they  brought  no  vegetables,  which  were  now 
much  wanted.  In  the  evening,  we  had  got  the 
length  of  the  fouth-weft  point  of  the  ifland,  but, 
by  the  veering  of  the  wind,  we  loft  in  the  night 
all  that  we  had  gained  in  the  day.  Being  in  the 
fame  fituation  the  next  morning,  fome  more  ca- 
noes attended  us ; but  they  brought  nothing 
which  we  flood  in  need  of.  We  were  now  defti- 
tute  of  roots  and  fruit,  and  therefore  obliged  to 
* have 
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have  recourfe  to  our  Tea  provifions.  Some  ca- 
noes, however,  arrived  from  the  northward,  which 
iupplied  us  with  fome  hogs  and  roots. 

On  the  15th,  we  had  variable  light  airs  till  five 
in  the  afternoon,  when  a breeze  at  eaft-north-eaft 
Iprung  up,  and  enabled  us  to  fleer  along  fhore  to 
the  northward.  The  weather  was  this  day  re- 
markably fine,  and  we  had  plenty  of  company ; 
many  of  whom  continued  with  us  on  board  all 
night,  and  their  canoes  were  towed  aflern.  On 
the  1 6th,  at  day-break,  feeing  the  appearance  of 
a bay,  the  Commodore  lent  Mr.  Bligh,  with  a 
boat  from  each  fhip,  to  furvey  it,  being  now 
about  three  leagues  off. 

Canoes  arrived  from  all  quarters  ; infomuch 
that,  by  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning,  there  were  at 
leaft  a thoufand  about  the  two  fhips,  crouded 
with  people,  and  laden  with  hogs  and  other  pro- 
vifions. We  were  perfectly  convinced  of  their 
having  no  hoftile  intentions;  not  a fingle  perfon 
having  a weapon  with  him  of  any  fort.  Trade 
and  curiofity  were  their  only  inducements  to  vifit 
us.  Such  numbers  as  we  had  frequently  on  board, 
it  might  be  expedted  that . fome  of  them  fhould 
betray  a thievifh  difpofition.  One  of  them  took 
a boat’s  rudder  from  the  fhip,  and  was  not  de- 
tedled  till  it  was  too  late  to  recover  it.  Captain 
Cook  imagined  this  to  be  a proper  opportunity 
to  fliew  thefe  illanders  the  ufe  of  fire-arms ; two 
or  three  mufquets,  and  as  many  four  pounders, 
6 were. 
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were,  by  his  orders,  fired  over  the  canoe  which 
went  away  with  the  rudder.  But,  as  the  fhot  was 
not  intended  to  take  effect,  the  furrounding  mul- 
titude were  more  furprized  than  frightened. 

Mr.  Bligh,  when  he  returned  in  the  evening, 
reported,  that  he  had  found  a bay  with  good  an- 
chorage, and  frefh  water,  in  a definable  fituation. 
Into  this  bay,  the  Commodore  determined  to  take 
his  Ihips,  in  order  to  refit,  and  lupply  ourfelves 
with  refrefhments.  At  the  approach  of  night, 
the  moft  confiderable  part  of  our  vifiters  retired 
to  the  ffiore  ; but  many,  at  their  own  earned:  re- 
queft,  were  permitted  to  deep  on  board.  Curio- 
fity,  at  leaft  with  fome  of  them,  was  not  the  only 
motive ; for  feveral  articles  were  miffing  the  next 
morning ; in  confequence  of  which,  the  Com- 
modore came  to  arefolution  not  to  admit  fo  many 
on  any  future  night. 

On  the  17th,  at  eleven  in  the  forenoon,  we 
anchored  in  the  bay,  called  by  the  natives  Karaka - 
kooa , within  a quarter  of  a mile  of  the  north-eaft 
fiiore.  The  fouth  point  of  the  bay  bearing  fouth 
by  weft,  and  the  north  point  weft  half  north. 
After  we  were  moored,  the  fhips  continued  much 
crouded  with  the  natives,  and  furrounded  by  a. 
vaft  multitude  of  canoes.  In  the  courfe  of  our 
voyages,  we  had  no  where  feen  fuch  vaft  numbers 
of  people  affiembled  at  one  place.  Befides  thofe 
who  vifited  us  in  canoes,  all  the  fhore  was  cover- 
ed with  fpe&ators,  and  hundreds  were  fwimming 
Vol.  III. — Ngi£,  L about 


J46  A VOYAGE,  &C. 

about  the  {hips,  like  fhoals  of  AAi.  We  were 
ijruck  with  the  Angularity  of  this  fcene  j and  few 
of  us  lamented  that  we  had  not  fucceeded  in  our 
late  endeavours,  to  And  a northern  paftage  home- 
ward. To  this  difappointment,  we  were  indebt- 
ed for  revifiting  the  Sandwich  IJlands , and  for 
enriching  our  voyage  with  a difcovery,  in  many 
refpedts,  the  moft  important  that  has  been  made 
by  Europeans  in  the  Pacinc  Ocean. 
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JOURNAL  OF  THE  TRANSACTIONS  ON  RETURN- 
ING TO  THE  SANDWICH  ISLANDS, 


CHAP.  I, 

Karakakooa  Bay  defcribed — Multitudes  of  the  Na- 
tives Jurround  the  Ships — Defpotic  Authority  of 
the  Chiefs  over  the  inferior  People — A Vifit  re- 
ceived from  Koah — Defcription  of  the  Morai  at 
Kakooa— Offering  made  to  Captain  Cook  at  the 
Morai— Mr.  King  ere  his  Obferv  at  cries — The  Spot , 
on  which  they  are  fituated , tabooed  - Method  of 
curing  Meat  in  Tropical  Climates— Society  of 
Priefts  accidentally  difcovered — Their  Munifi- 
cence-Ceremony at  the  Reception  of  Captain 
Cook — Mean  Artifice  of  Koah — Arrival  of  Ter- 

reeoboo — The  Bay  tabooed  upon  that  Occafion 

Bring  the  Inhabitants  to  Obedience , by  firing  a 
Mufquet  — Remarkable  Ceremony  — Vifit  from 
Terreeoboo — Captain  Cook  returns  it. 

TH  E Bay  of  Karakakooa  is  fituated  in  the 
diftri£t  of  Akona,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the 
iftand  of  Owhyhee.  It  extends  about  a mile  in 
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depth,  and  is  bounded  by  two  points  of  land, 
bearing  fouth-eaft  and  north-weft  from  each  other, 
at  the  diftance  of  half  a league.  The  north  point 
is  flat  and  barren,  on  which  is  fituated  the  village 
of  Kowrowa.  A more  conflderable  village,  called 
Kakooa,  ftands  in  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  near  a 
grove  of  ftately  cocoa-trees.  A high  rocky  cliff, 
inacceflible  from  the  fea-fhore,  runs  between 
them.  Near  the  coaft,  on  the  louth  fide,  the 
land  has  a rugged  appearance  ; beyond  which  the 
country  gradually  rifes,  and  abounds  with  culti- 
vated inclofures,  and  groves  of  cocoa-trees.  The 
habitations  of  the  people  are  fcattered  about  in 
great  plenty.  Round  the  bay  the  fhore  is  cover- 
ed with  a black  coral  rock,  except  at  Kakooa, 
where  there  is  an  excellent  fandy  beach,  with  a 
Moral  at  one  extremity,  and  a fpring  of  frefli 
water  at  the  other.  We  moored  at  the  north  fide 
of  this  bay,  and  within  a quarter  of  a mile  from 
the  fhore. 

The  inhabitants,  perceiving  our  intention  to 
anchor  in  the  bay,  came  off  in  aftonifhing  num- 
bers, exprefling  their  joy  by  flinging,  fhouting, 
and  the  moft  extravagant  geftures.  The  decks, 
Tides,  and  riggings  of  our  ihips  were  covered  with 
them.  Women  and  boys,  who  were  unable  to 
procure  canoes,  came  fwimming  round  us  in 
great  multitudes;  fome  of  whom,  not  finding 
room  to  get  on  board,  amufed  themfelves  the 
whole  day  by  playing  in  the  water. 
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One  of  the  chiefs,  who  vifited  the  Refolution, 
was  named  Pareea.  Though  a youqg  man,  we 
foon  difcovered  him  to  be  a perfon  of  great 
authority.  He  told  Captain  Cook  that  he  was 
Jakanee  * to  the  fovereign  of  the  ifland,  who  was 
then  on  a military  expedition  at  Mowee;  whence 
he  was  expected  to  return  in  a few  days.  Some 
prefents  from  the  Commodore  attached  him  to 
our  interefts,  and  we  found  him  exceedingly  ufe- 
ful  to  us.  Before  we  had  been  long  at  anchor, 
the  Difcovery  had  fo  many  people  hanging  on 
one  fide,  that  fhe  was  obferved  to  heel  confider- 
ably;  and  our  people  found  it  impoffible  to  pre- 
vent the  crowds  from  prefTing  into  her.  Captain 
Cook,  apprehenfive  that  Ihe  might  receive  fome 
injury,  communicated  his  fears  to  Pareea,  who 
inftantly  cleared  the  ftiip  of  its  incumbrances, 
anddifperfed  the  canoes  that  furrounded  her. 

From  this  circumftance,  it  appears  that  the 
chiefs  have  a moft  dcfpotic  authority  over  the  in- 
ferior people.  An  inftance,  fimilar  to  this,  hap- 
pened on  board  the  Refolution  ; where  the  crowd 
fo  far  impeded  the  ordinaiy  bufmefs  of  the  fhip, 
that  we  found  it  necefiary  to  apply  to  Kaneena, 
another  chief,  who  had  alfo  attached  himfelf-par- 
ticularly  to  Captain  Cook.  The  inconvenience 
we  fuffered  was  no  fooner  mentioned,  than  he 
ordered  the  natives  immediately  to  quit  the  vef- 

* Wc  could  not  learn  with  certainty  whether  this  was  a 
name  of  office,  or  expreflive  of  fome  degree  of  affinity. 
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fel ; when,  without  a moment’s  hefitation,  we  favv 
them  all  jump  over-board ; except  one  perfon, 
who  loitered  behind,  and,  by  his  manner,  ex- 
preffed  lome  degree  of  UnWillingnefs  to  obey. 
Kaneena  obferving  this  contempt  of  his  authority, 
took  hold  of  him  immediately,  and  threw  him 
into  the  fea. 

Thefe  two  chiefs  were  exceedingly  well  propor- 
tioned, and  had  countenances  remarkably  pleaf- 
ing.  Kaneena,  whofe  portrait  was  drawn  by  Mr. 
Webber,  was  as  fine  a figure  as  can  be  feen.  His 
height  was  about  fix  feet,  his  features  were  regu- 
lar  and  expredive,  his  deportment  was  eafy,  firm, 
and  graceful,  and  he  had  dark  lively  eyes. 

Mention  has  already  been  made,  that,  while 
we  were  cruizing  off  this  ifiand,  the  inhabitants 
had  atded  fairly  and  honedly,  without  manifefting 
the  lead  propenfity  to  theft  > which  was  the  more 
remarkable,  becaufe  thofe  with  whom  we  had 
hitherto  had  any  dealings,  were  people  of  the  low- 
ed rank,  fuch  as  filhefmen  or  fervants.  The  cafe 
was  now  exceedingly  altered.  The  multitude  of 
ifianders,  who  blocked  up  every  part  of  the  fhips, 
afforded  opportunities  of  pilfering  without  danger 
of  difeovery,  and  even  if  detected,  mud  have 
efcaped  with  impunity  from  our  inferiority  in 
number.  To  the  encouragement  of  their  chiefs, 
this  alteration  might  alfo  be  attributed ; for,  as 
we  frequently  traced  the  booty  into  the  poffedion 
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of  Tome  great  men,  there  is  little  doubt  but  thefe 
depredations  were  made  at  their  inftigation. 

The  Refolution  having  got  into  her  ftation,  the 
two  chiefs,  Pareea  and  Kaneena,  brought  a third 
on  board,  whofe  name  was  Koah.  He  was  re- 
prefented  to  us  as  a prieft,  and  one  who,  in  his 
early  days,  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  as  a warrior. 
He  was  a little  old  emaciated  figure,  having  fore 
red  eyes,  and  his  body  covered  with  a leprous 
fcurf,  occafioned  by  the  immoderate  ufe  of  the 
ava-.  Being  conduced  to  the  cabin,  he  ap- 
proached the  Commodore  with  the  greateft  de- 
ference, threw  a piece  of  red  cloth  over  his 
fhoulders,  and,  retreating  a few  paces,  made  an 
offering  of  a fmall  pig,  at  the  fame  time  pro- 
nouncing a difcourfe  of  a confiderable  length. 

During  our  continuance  at  Owhyhee,  this 
ceremony  was  repeated  often,  and,  from  a variety 
of  circumftances,  appeared  to  us  to  be  a kind  of 
religious  adoration.  Red  cloth  is  an  article  with 
which  their  idols  are  arrayed,  and  a pig  is  their 
common  offering  to  the  Eatooas.  Their  fpeeches 
were  delivered  with  a volubility  that  indicated 
them  to  be  conformable  to  fome  ritual. 

At  the  conclufionof  this  ceremony,  Koah  dined 
with  the  Commodore,  and  eat  plentifully  of  the 
viands  before  him  ; but,  like  moft  of  the  iflanders 
in  thefe  feas,  he  could  hardly  be  induced  to  tafte 
our  wine  or  fpirits  a fecond  time.  In  the  even- 
ing, the  Commodore,  Mr.  King,  and  Mr.  Baily, 
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accompanied  him  on  fhore.  As  foon  as  we  land- 
ed on  the  beach,  we  were  preceded  by  four  men, 
bearing  each  a wand  tipt  with  dog’s  hair,  and 
pronouncing,  with  a loud  voice,  a Hiort  fen- 
tence,  in  which  the  word  Orono  * was  very  dif- 
tinguifhable.  The  crowd,  which  had  afifembled 
on  the  fhore,  retired  at  our  approach;  and  not  an 
individual  was  to  be  feen,  except  a few  who  had 
p rollrated  themfelves  on  the  ground,  near  the 
habitations  of  the  adjacent  village. 

Before  we  relate  an  account  of  the  peculiar 
ceremonies  refpecling  the  adoration  paid  to  Cap- 
tain Cook,  it  may  not  be  unneceffary  to  defcribe 
the  Moral , already  mentioned,  lituated  on  the 
beach  at  Kakooa.  It  confided  of  a fquare  folid 
pile  of  Hones,  of  the  length  of  forty  yards,  the 
breadth  of  twenty,  and  the  height  of  fourteen. 
The  top  of  it  was  fiat,  and  a wooden  rail  fur- 
rounded  it,  on  w'hich  were  difplayed  the  fkulls 
of  thole  natives,  who  had  been  facrificed  on  the 
death  of  their  chiefs.  A ruinous  wooden  build- 
ing was  fituated  in  the  centre  of  the  area,  con- 
nected with  the  rail  by  a (tone  wall,  dividing  the 
whole  fpace  into  two  parts.  Five  poles,  of  about 
twenty  feet  in  height,  iupported  an  irregular  kind 
of  fcaffold,  on  the  fide  next  the  country;  and, 

* This  was  Captain  Cook’s  general  appellation  among 
the  natives  of  Owhyhec.  Sometimes  it  was  applied  by  them 
to  an  invilible  being  inhabiting  heaven.  It  was  alfo  a title  of 
great  rank  in  the  ifland. 
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on  the  fide  towards  the  Tea,  were  two  fmall 
houfes,  with  a covered  communication. 

Koah  conducted  us  to  the  top  of  this  pile.  At 
our  entrance  we  beheld  two  large  wooden  images, 
with  moft  diflorted  features,  having  a long  piece 
of  wood,  proceeding  from  the  top  of  their  heads, 
of  a conical  form  inverted ; the  other  parts  were 
covered  with  red  cloth.  Here  Captain  Cook  was 
received  by  a tall  young  man,  having  a long 
beard,  who  prefented  him  to  the  images,  and 
chanted  a kind  of  hymn,  in  which  he  was  affifted 
by  Koah.  We  were  then  led  to  that  fide  of  the 
Morai  where  the  poles  were  eredted ; at  the  foot 
of  which  twelve  images  were  ranged  in  the  form 
of  a femicircle;  the  middle  figure  having  a high 
table  before  it  like  the  Whatta  of  Otaheite,  on 
which  we  faw  a putrid  hog,  and  under  it  fome 
cocoa-nuts,  plantains,  potatoes,  bread-fruit,  and 
pieces  of  fugar-cane.  The  Commodore  was  con- 
duced under  this  ftand  by  Koah ; who,  taking 
down  the  hog,  held  it  towards  him ; when,  hav- 
ing again  addreffed  him  in  a long  and  vehement 
fpeech,  he  buffered  it  to  fall  upon  the  ground, 
and  afcended  the  fcaffolding  with  him,  though  at 
the  peril  of  their  falling. 

We  now  beheld,  advancing  in  folemn  procef- 
fion,  and  entering  the  top  of  the  Morai , ten  men 
bearing  a live  hog,  and  a piece  of  large  red  cloth  of 
confiderable  dimenfions.  Advancing  a few  paces, 
they  flopped,  and  proftrated  themfelvesj  and 
1 Kaireekeea, 
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Kaireekeea,  the  tall  young  man  already  mention- 
ed, approaching  them,  received  the  cloth,  and 
carried  it  to  Koah,  who  wrapped  it  round  the 
Commodore,  and  made  him  an  offering  of  the 
hog. 

Captain  Cook  was  now  aloft,  in  a fituation 
truly  whimfical,  fwathed  in  red  cloth,  and  hard- 
ly able  to  keep  his  hold  in  the  rotten  fcaffolding. 
In  this  fituation  he  was  entertained  with  the 
chanting  of  Koah  and  Kaireekeea,  fometimes  in 
concert,  and  fometimes  alternately.  After  this 
office  was  performed,  which  was  of  confiderable 
duration,  Koah  let  the  hog  drop,  and  he  and  the 
Commodore  immediately  defcended.  He  then 
conduced  him  to  the  images  juft  mentioned,  to 
each  of  which  he  expreffed  himfelf  in  a fneering 
tone,  flapping  his  fingers  at  them  as  he  paffed. 
He  then  prefented  him  to  that  in  the  centre; 
which,  from  its  being  habited  in  red  cloth,  ap- 
peared to  be  in  the  higheft  eftimation.  He  fell 
proftrate  before  this  figure,  and  killed  it,  re- 
queuing Captain  Cook  would  do  the  lame;  which 
he  readily  fubmitted  to,  being  determined  to  fol- 
low Koah’s  directions  throughout  the  whole  of 
this  ceremony. 

We  were  now  conveyed  into  the  other  divifion 
of  the  Morai,  where  a fpace,  of  about  twelve  feet 
Iquare,  was  funk  three  feet  below  the  level  of  the 
area.  We  defcended  into  this,  and  the  Com- 
modore was  immediately  feated  between  two  idols; 
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one  of  his  arms  being  fupported  by  Koah,  and 
Mr.  King  was  requefted  to  fupport  the  other.  A 
fecond  proceffion  of  natives,  at  this  time,  arrived 
with  a baked  hog,  a pudding,  lome  cocoa-nuts, 
bread-fruit,  and  other  vegetables.  As  they  drew 
near,  Kaireekeea  placed  himfelf  before  them,  and 
prefented  the  hog  to  the  Commodore,  in  the  ufual 
manner  ; chanting  as  before,  and  his  companions 
making  regular  refponies.  Xheir  fpeeches  and 
refponfes,  we  obferved,  grew  gradually  fhorter  and 
ihorter,  and,  towards  the  conclufion,  Kaireekeea’s 
did  not  exceed  three  or  four  words,  which  was 
anfwered  by  the  word  orono . 

At  the  conclufion  of  this  offering,  the  natives 
feated  thernfelves  fronting  us,  and  began  to  cut 
up  the  baked  hog,  to  break  the  cocoa-nuts,  and 
to  peel  the  vegetables.  Others  were  employed 
in  brewing  the  ava>  by  chewing  it  in  the  fame 
manner  as  at  the  Friendly  I (lands.  Kaireekeea 
then  chewed  part  of  the  kernel  of  a cocoa-nut, 
and  wrapped  it  in  a piece  of  cloth,  with  which 
he  rubbed  the  Captain’s  head,  face,  hands,  arms, 
and  fhoulders.  The  ava  was  afterwards  handed 
round,  and  when  we  had  all  tailed  it,  Koah  and 
Pareea  pulled  the  flefh  of  the  hog  in  pieces,  and 
proceeded  to  put  fome  of  it  into  our  mouths. 
Mr.  King  had  no  particular  objection  to  being 
fed  by  Pareea,  who  was  remarkably  cleanly  in  his 
pdrfon ; but  Captain  Cook,  to  whom  a piece  was 
prefented  by  Koah,  could  not  fwallow  a morfel, 
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the  putrid  hog  being  flrong  in  his  recolledion; 
iind  as  the  old  man,  from  motives  of  civility,  had 
chewed  it  for  him,  his  reludance  was  much 
increafed. 

This  ceremony  being  concluded,  we  quitted 
the  Moral , after  diftributing  among  the  populace 
fome  pieces  of  iron,  and  other  articles,  with  which 
they  were  much  delighted.  We  were  then  con- 
cluded, in  proceflion,  to  the  boats ; the  men, 
with  wands,  attending,  and  pronouncing  fen- 
tences  as  before.  Moft  of  the  natives  again  re- 
tired, and  the  remaining  few  proftrated  themfelves 
as  we  palled  along  the  fhore. 

We  went  immediately  on  board,  full  of  the 
idea  of  what  we  had  feen,  and  perfectly  fatisfied 
with  the  honeft  difpofitions  of  our  new  friends. 
Of  the  Angularity  and  novelty  of  the  various 
ceremonies  performed  upon  this  occafion,  we  can 
only  form  conjectures;  but  they  were  certainly 
highly  expreffive  of  relped  on  the  part  of  the 
inhabitants ; and,  as  far  as  related  to  the  Com- 
modore, they  approached  to  adoration. 

Mr.  King  went  on  fhore,  the  next  morning, 
with  a guard  of  eight  marines;  having  received 
orders  to  ered  the  obfervatory  in  a proper  fitua- 
tion ; by  which  means  the  waterers,  and  other 
working  parties,  on  Ihore,  might  be  fuperintend- 
ed  and  proteded.  Obferving  a convenient  fpot 
for  this  purpofe,  almofb  in  the  center  of  the  vil- 
lage, Pareca  immediately  offered  to  exercife  his 
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power  in  our  behalf,  and  propofed  that  feme 
houles  fhould  be  taken  down,  that  our  obferva- 
tions  might  not  be  obftruCted.  This  generous 
offer,  however,  was  declined,  and  we  made  choice 
of  a potatoe  field,  adjoining  to  the  Moral , which, 
was  granted  us  moft  readily  3 and,  to  prevent  the 
intrufion  of  the  natives,  the  place  was  confecrated 
by  the  priefts,  by  placing  their  wands  round  the 
wall  which  inclofed  it. 

This  interdiction  the  natives  call  taboo , a term 
frequently  repeated  by  thefe  iflanders,  and  feemed 
to  be  a word  of  extenfive  operation.  In  this  in- 
ftance,  it  procured  us  more  privacy  than,  we  could 
have  wiflied.  No  canoes  attempted  to  land  near 
us 3 the  natives  only  fat  on  the  wall,  not  daring 
to  come  within  the  tabooed  fpace  without  obtain- 
ing our  permiflion.  The  men,  indeed,  at  our  re- 
queft,  would  bring  provifions  into  the  field;  but 
our  utmoft  endeavours  were  ineffectual  to  induce 
the  women  to  approach  us.  Prefents  were  tried, 
but  without  fuccefs.  Attempts  were  made  to 
prevail  on  Pareea  and  Koah  to  bring  them,  but 
to  no  purpofe : the  Eat 00a  and  Terreeoboo,  they 
faid,  would  kill  them  if  they  did. 

This  circumftance  afforded  great  amufement 
to  our  friends  on  board,  whither  multitudes  of 
people  (particularly  women)  continually  flocked; 
infomuch  that  they  were  frequently  obliged  to 
clear  the  veffel,  in  order  to  have  room  to  per- 
form their  neceffary  duties.  Two  or  three  hun- 
dred 
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di  ed  women  were  fometimes  obliged  to  jump,  at 
once,  into  the  water;  where  they  continued  to 
fwim  and  play  till  they  could  be  re-admitted. 

Pareea  and  Koah  left  us  on  the  19th  of  Janu- 
ary, in  order  to  attend  Terreeoboo,  who  had 
landed  on  a diflant  part  of  the  ifiand;  and  no- 
thing material  happened  on  board  till  the  24th. 
The  caulkers  were  employed  on  the  Tides  of  the 
fhips,  and  the  rigging  was  repaired.  The  faking 
of  hogs  was  alfo  a principal  object  of  the  Com- 
modore’s attention ; and  as  we  had  improved  in 
this  operation  fmce  the  former  voyages,  a detail 
of  the  procefs  of  it  may  not  be  thought  improper. 

To  cure  the  flefh  of  animals,  in  tropical 
climates,  by  faking,  has  long  been  thought  im- 
practicable ; putrefaction  making  fo  rapid  a pro- 
g-refs as  not  to  allow  the  fait  to  take  effect  before 
the  meat  gets  tainted.  Captain  Cook  appears  to 
be  . the  firft  navigator  who  has  attempted  to  make 
experiments  relative  to  this  bufinefs.  His  firft 
attempts  in  1774,  in  his  fecond  voyage  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  fo  far  fucceeded,  as  to  convince 
him  of  the  error  of  the  general  opinion.  As  his 
prefent  voyage  was  likely  to  be  protracted  a year 
beyond  the  time  that  provifions  had  been  lup- 
plie'd  for  the  fhips,  he  was  obliged  to  contrive 
fome  method  of  procuring  fubfiftence  for  the 
crews,  or  rclinquifh  the  profecution  of  his  dii- 
coveries.  I~Ie,  therefore,  renewed  his  attempts, 

and 
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and  his  moft  fanguine  expeditions  were  com- 
pletely anlvvered. 

The  hogs  we  cured  were  of  various  fizes,  from 
four  to  ten  or  twelve  ftone,  fourteen  pound  to  the 
ftone.  They  were  always  flaughtered  in  the  after- 
noon ; and,  after  fcalding  off  the  hair,  and  re- 
moving the  entrails,  the  hog  was  cut  into  pieces, 
from  four  to  eight  pounds  each,  and  the  bones 
taken  out  of  the  legs  and  chine  ; in  the  larger 
fort,  the  ribs  were  alfo  taken  out.  The  pieces 
were  then  carefully  examined  and  wiped,  and  the 
coagulated  blood  taken  from  the  veins.  After 
this  they  were  given  to  the  falters  whilft  they  con- 
tinued warm,  and,  when  they  were  well  rubbed 
with  fait,  placed  in  a heap  on  a ftage  in  the  open 
air,  covered  with  planks,  and  prefied  with  very 
heavy  weights.  The  next  evening  they  were  a- 
gain  well  wiped  and  examined,  when  the  fufpici- 
ous  parts  were  taken  away.  This  done,  they 
were  put  into  a tub  of  ftrong  pickle,  after  which 
they  were  examined  once  or  twice  a day;  and,  if 
it  happened  that  any  piece  had  not  taken  the  fait, 
which  might  be  difcovered  by  the  fmell  of  the 
pickle,  they  were  inftantly  taken  out  and  exa- 
mined again,  the  found  pieces  being  put  into 
frelh  pickle.  This,  howe'ver,  did  not  often  hap- 
pen. At  the  end  of  fix  days,  they  were  examined 
for  the  laft  time ; and,  after  being  fiightly  pref- 
fed,  they  were  put  into  barrels,  having  a thin 
layer  of  fait  between  them.  Mr.  King  brouo-ht 
k — home 
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home  Tome  barrels  of  this  pork,  that  had  been 
pickled  at  Owhyhee,  in  January  1779,  which  was 
tailed  here,  by  feveral  perfons,  about  Chriftmas 
1780,  who  declared  it  to  be  perfedlly  found  and 
wholefome. 

But  to  return  from  this  digreflion.  We  had 
not  been  long  fettled  at  the  obfervatory,  before 
we  difcovered  the  habitations  of  a fociety  of 
priefts,  who  had  excited  our  curiofity  by  their  re- 
gular attendance  at  the  moral.  Their  huts  were 
eredted  round  a pond,  inclofed  within  a grove  of 
cocoa-trees,  by  which  they  were  feparated  from 
the  beach  and  the  village,  and  gave  the  fituation 
an  air  of  religious  retirement.  Captain  Cook 
being  made  acquainted  with  thefe  circumftances, 
he  was  determined  to  vifit  them  3 and,  expediing 
the  manner  of  his  reception  would  be  lingular, 
he  took  Mr.  Webber  with  him,  to  enable  him  to 
reprefent  the  ceremony  in  a drawing. 

When  he  arrived  at  the  beach,  he  was  con- 
dueled  to  Harre-no-OronOy  or  the  houfc  of  Orono. 
On  his  approaching  this  facred  place,  he  was 
feated  at  the  foot  of  a wooden  idol,  refembling 
thofe  which  we  had  feen  at  the  moral.  Here  Mr. 
King  again  fupported  one  of  his  arms.  He  was 
then  arrayed  in  red  cloth,  and  Kaireekeea,  aflifl- 
cd  by  twelve  priefts,  prefented  a pig  with  the 
ufual  folemnitics.  After  this  ceremony,  the  pig 
was  ftrangled,  and  thrown  into  the  embers  ot  a 
fere,  prepared  for  that  purpole.  \\  hen  the  hair 

was 
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\vas  Tinged  off,  a Tecond  offering  was  made,  and 
the  chanting  repeated  as  before ; after  which, 
the  dead  pig  was  held,  for  fome  time,  under 
Captain  Cook’s  nofe ; and  then  laid,  with  a co- 
coa-nut, at  his  feet.  This  part  of  the  ceremony- 
being concluded,  the  performers  fat  down ; and 
the  ava  was  brewed  and  handed  about ; a baked 
hog  was  brought  in,  and  we  were  fed,  as  in  the 
former  ceremony. 

While  we  continued  on  the  bay,  whenever  the 
Commodore  came  on  Ihore,  he  was  preceded  by 
one  of  thefe  priefts,  who  proclaimed  the  landing 
of  the  Orono,  and  ordered  the  inhabitants  to  prof- 
trate  themfelves.  He  was  conftantly  attended  by 
the  fame  perfon,  on  the  water,  where  he  was  fta- 
tioned  in  the  bow  of  the  boat,  having  a wand  in 
his  hand,  to  give  notice  of  his  approach  to  the 
natives,  who  were  in  canoes;  on  which  they  in- 
ftantly  ceafed  paddling,  and  fell  on  their  faces 
till  he  had  paffed.  Whenever  he  vifited  the  ob- 
iervatory,  Kaireekeea  and  his  affiftants  prefented 
themfelves  before  him,  making  an  offering  of 
hogs,  bread-fruit,  cocoa-nuts,  &c.  with  the  ac- 
cuftomed  folemnities.  Upon  thefe  occafions, 

fome  of  the  inferior  chiefs  entreated  permiflion 
to  make  an  offering  to  the  Orono.  If  their  re- 
quell: was  complied  with,  they  prefented  the  hog 
themfelves ; in  the  performance  of  which,  their 
countenances  difplayed  that  they  were  greatly 
inipreffed  with  awe  and  terror.  Kaireekeea,  and 
Yol.  III. — n°  15.  M the 


I 62  a voyage  to  the 

the  priefts  alTifted,  and  accompanied  the  ceremo- 
ny with  their  accuftomed  hymns. 

But  their  civilities  extended  beyond  parade 
and  ceremony  ; our  party,  on  fhore,  were  daily 
fupplied  by  them  with  hogs  and  vegetables,  fuf- 
ficient  for  our  fubfiftence,  and  to  fpare  ; and  ca- 
noes, laden  with  provificns,  were  as  regularly  fent 
off  to  the  flhips.  Nothing  was  demanded  in  re- 
turn, nor  was  the  moft  diftant  hint  ever  given 
that  any  compenfation  was  expected.  Their  man- 
ner of  conferring  favours,  appeared  more  like 
the  difcharge  of  a religious  duty,  than  to  refult 
from  mere  liberality.  On  afking  to  whom  we 
were  indebted  for  all  this  munificence,  we  were 
informed,  that  it  was  at  the  expence  ofKaoo,  the 
chief  prieft,  and  grandfather  to  Kaireekeea,  who 
was  then  in  the  fuit  of  the  fovereign  of  the  ifland. 

We  had,  indeeed,  lei's  reafcn  to  be  fatisfied 
with  the  behaviour  of  the  warrior  chiefs,  than  with 
that  of  the  priefts.  In  our  intercourfe  with  the 
former,  they  were  always  fufficiently  attentive  to 
their  own  interefts  ; and,  befides  their  propenfity 
to  Healing,  which  may  admit  of  palliation  from 
its  univerfality  in  tliei'e  leas,  they  had  other  ar- 
tifices equally  dilhonourable.  The  following  is  , 
one  inftance,  in  which  we  difcovered,  with  re- 
gret, that  our  good  friend  Koah  was  a party 
principally  concerned. 

The  chiefs,  who  made  us  prefents  of  hogs, 
were  always  generoufiy  rewarded  ; in  confcquencc 
i of 
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of  which,  we  were  fupplied  with  more  than  we 
could  confume.  On  thefe  occafions,  Koah,  who 
conftantly  attended  us,  ufually  petitioned  for 
thofe  that  we  did  not  abfolutely  want,  and' they 
were  given  to  him  of  courfe.  A pig  was,  one 
day,  prefented  to  us  by  a man  whom  Koah  intro- 
duced as  a chief ; which  we  knew  to  be  the  pig 
that  had,  a Ihort  time  before,  been  given  to 
Koah.  Sufpecting  we  had  been  impofed  upon, 
we  found,  on  further  enquiry,  that  the  pretended 
chief  was  one  of  the  common  people ; and,  from 
other  concurrent  circumftances,  we  were  per- 
fectly convinced  that,  in  many  inftances,  we  had 
been  the  dupes  of  fimilar  impofition. 

On  Sunday  the  24th,  we  were  not  a little  fur- 
prized  to  find,  that  no  canoes  were  permitted  to 
put  off,  and  that  the  natives  confined  themfelves 
to  their  houfes.  At  length,  however,  ave  were 
informed,  that  the  bay  was  tabooed , and  that  all 
intercourfe  with  us  was  interdicted,  on  account 
of  the  arrival  of  Terreeoboo  their  king.  Not  ap- 
prehending an  accident  of  this  kind,  the  fhips 
were  deprived  of  their  ufual  fupply  of  vegetables. 

On  Monday  the  25th,  in  the  morning,  we  en- 
deavoured, by  threats  and  promifes,  to  induce 
the  inhabitants  to  approach  us.  At  length,  fome 
of  them  were  venturing  to  put  off,  and  a chief 
was  obferved  to  be  very  aCtive  in  driving  them 
away.  In  order  to  make  him  defift,  a mufquet 
was  inftantly  fired  over  his  head,  which  operated 
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as  it  was  intended,  and  refrefhments  were  fooa 
after  to  be  had  as  ufual.  In  the  afternoon,  the 
fhips  were  privately  vifited  by  Terreeoboo,  at- 
tended only  by  one  canoe,  which  had  his  wife 
and  family  on  board.  After  Haying  till  almoft 
ten  o’clock,  he  returned  to  the  village  of  Kow- 
rowa. 

About  noon  the  next  day,  the  king,  in  a large 
canoe,  with  fome  attendants  in  two  others,  pad- 
died  from  the  village,  in  great  Hate,  towards 
the  fhips.  Their  appearance  was  noble  and  mag- 
nificent. Terreeoboo,  and  his  chiefs,  were  in 
the  firft  canoe,  arrayed  in  feathered  cloaks  and 
helmets,  and  armed  with  fpears  and  daggers.  In 
the  fecond,  came  Kaoo,  the  chief  prieft,  together 
with  his  brethren,  having  their  idols  difplayed 
on  red  cloth.  Thefe  idols  were  figures  of  an 
enormous  fize,  made  of  wicker-work,,  and  curi- 
oufiy  ornamented  with  fmall  feathers  of  a variety 
of  colours.  Their  eyes  were  large  pearl  oyfters, 
with  a black  nut  placed  in  the  centre  ; a double 
row  of  the  fangs  of  dogs  was  fixed  in  each  of 
their  mouths,  which,  as  well  as  the  red  of  their 
features,  appeared  ftrangely  diftorted.  The  third 
canoe  was  laden  with  hogs  and  vegetables.  As 
they  advanced,  the  priefts,  in  the  fecond  canoe, 
chanted  their  hymns  with  great  folemnity.  Af- 
ter paddling  round  the  veflels,  they  did  not  come 
on  board,  as  we  expected,  but  made  immedi- 
ately 
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xtefy  towards  the  fliore,  at  the  beach  where  we 
were  ftationed. 

When  Mr.  King  beheld  them  approaching,  he 
ordered  our  little  guard  to  receive  the  king  ; and 
Captain  Cook,  feeing  that  he  intended  to  go  on 
ihore,  went  thither  alfo,  and  landed  almod  at 
the  fame  inftant.  We  ufhered  them  into  the 
tent,  and  the  king  had  hardly  been  feated,  when 
he  rofe  up,  and  gracefully  threw  over  the  Cap- 
tain’s dioulders,  the  rich  feathered  cloak  that  he 
himfelf  wore,  placed  a helmet  on  his  head,  and 
prefented  him  with  a curious  fan.  Five  or  fix 
other  cloaks,  of  great  beauty  and  value,  were 
fpread  at  the  Commodore’s  feet. 

Four  hogs  were  then  brought  forward,  by  the 
king’s  attendants,  together  with  bread-fruit,  co~  ' 
coa-nuts,  and  fugar-canes.  Then  followed  the 
ceremony  of  Terreeoboo’s  changing  names  with 
Captain  Cook ; the  dronged  pledge  of  friend- 
ship among  all  the  iflanders  of  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

A folemn  procefiion  now  advanced,  confiding  of 
priefts,  preceded  by  a venerable  old  perfonage, 
followed  by  a train  of  people  leading  large  hogs  ; 
o tliers  being  laden  with  potatoes,  plantains,  &c. 
We  could  inflantly  perceive,  by  the  countenance 
and  gedures  of  Kaireekeea,  that  the  old  man  who 
headed  the  proceffion,  was  the  chief  pried,  on 
whofe  bounty  we  were  told  we  had  fo  long  fub- 
fided.  Fie  wrapped  a piece  of  red  cloth  round 
the  Ihoulders  of  Captain  Cook,  and,  in  the  ulual 

M 3 form. 


1 66 


A VOYAGE  TO  THE 


, form,  preferred  him  with  a pig.  He  was  then 
feated  next  the  king,  and  Kaireekeea,  and  his  at- 
tendants began  their  vocal  ceremonies,  Kaoo 
and  the  chiefs  alb  ding  in  the  refponfes. 

In  the  perfon  of  this  king,  we  were  furprized 
to  recognize  the  lame  emaciated  old  man,  who 
came  on  board  the  Refolution,  from  the  north- 
ead  fide  of  the  ifland  of  Mowee ; and  we  perceiv- 
ed, that  feveral  of  his  attendants  were  the  fame 
perfons  who,  at  that  time,  continued  with  us 
the  whole  night.  Among  thefe  were  the  king’s 
two  younged  fons,  the  elded  about  the  age  of 
fixteen;  and  Maiha-Maiha,  his  nephew,  whom 
we  could  not  immediately  recolledt,  having  had 
his  hair  pladered  over  with  a dirty  pade  and 
powder,  which  was  no  bad  improvement  to  the 
mod  favage  countenance  we  had  ever  feen. 

The  formalities  of  the  meeting  being  ended. 
Captain  Cook  conducted  Terreeoboo,  and  feveral 
of  his  chiefs,  on  board  the  Refolution.  They 
were  received  with  every  poffible  attention  and 
refpedt ; and  the  Commodore,  as  a compenfation 
for  the  feathered  cloak,  put  a linen  Ihirt  upon 
the  fovereign,  and  girt  his  own  hanger  round 
him.  Kaoo,  and  about  half  a dozen  other  an- 
cient chiefs,  remained  on  iliore. 

All  this  time,  not  a canoe  was  permitted  to 
appear  in  the  bay,  and  thofe  natives  who  did  not 
confine  themfelves  to  their  huts,  lay  proftrate  on 
the  ground.  Before  the  king  quitted  the  Refo- 
lution,, 
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lution,  he  granted  leave  for  the  natives  to  trade 
with  the  fhips,  as  ufual ; but  the  women  (we 
know  not  on  what  account)  were  dill  interdi&ed 
bv  the  taboo  that  is,  to  remain  at  home,  and 
not  have  any  kind  01  intercourfe  with  us. 


CHAP.  II. 

‘The  Civility  and  Hofpitality  cf  the  Natives — Much 
addiCed  to  thieving  — Their  Alacrity  in  conduc- 
ing a Tarty  of  us  up  the  Country — A Boxing- 
Match  defcribed— Death  of  William  Wat  man,  a 
Seaman  —Attention  of  the  Briefs  at  his  Funeral 
— Ceremony  of  the  Natives  at  his  Funeral — A 
Grave-Stone  erefted — The  Rail  and  Images  on  the 
Moral  pur  chafed  — The  Natives  very  inquifitive 
about  our  Departure— What  they  fuppofed  to  be 
the  Object  of  our  Voyage— Entertained  by  the 
Buffoonery  of  one  of  the  Natives — Magnificent 
Prefents  from  Terreeobco—The  Natives  regret 
our  Departure — Wifh  to  prevail  on  Mr.  King  to 
remain  amongfi  them — The  Veffels  quit  the  Ifiand 
— The  Refolution  damaged  in  a Gale  of  Wind, 
and  obliged  to  return. 

THE  behaviour  of  the  inhabitants  was  fo 
civil  and  inoffenfive,  that  all  apprehenfions 
of  danger  were  totally  vanifhed.  W e trufted  our- 

M 4 felves 


i6S 


A VOYAGE  TO  THE 


felves  amongft  them  at  all  times,  and  upon  all 
occafions,  without  the  leaft  hefitation.  The  of- 
ficers ventured  frequently  up  the  country,  either 
fingly,  or  in  fmall  parties,  and  fometimes  con- 
tinued out  the  whole  night.  To  relate  all  the 
inftances  of  generofity  and  civility,  which  we  ex- 
perienced upon  thefe  occafions,  would  require 
volumes.  In  all  places,  the  people  flocked  about 
us,  anxious  to  afford  every  affiftance  in  their 
power,  and  appeared  highly  gratified  if  we  con- 
descended to  accept  of  their  fervices.  Variety  of 
innocent  arts  were  pradtifed  to  attradl  our  notice, 
or  to  delay  our  departure.  The  boys  and  girls 
ran  through  their  villages  before  us,  flopping  us 
at  every  opening,  where  there  was  a commodious 
place  to  form  a group  for  dancing.  We  were,  at 
one  time,  folicited  to  take  a draught  of  the  milk 
of  cocoa-nuts,  or  accept  of  fuch  other  refrefhment 
as  their  huts  afforded  j at  another  we  were  en- 
circled by  a company  of  young  women,  who  ex- 
erted their  fkill  and  agility  in  amufing  us  with 
fongs  and  dances. 

But  though  their  gentlenefs  and  hofpitality 
were  pfeafing  to  us,  they  were  add  idled  to  Heal- 
ing, like  all  the  other  iflanders  of  thefe  feas.  This 
was  a diflreffing  circumftar.ce,  and  fometimes 
obliged  us  to  exercife  feverity,  which  we  fhould 
have  been  py  to  have  avoided,  if  it  had  not 
been  effentially  neceffary.  Some  expert  fwim- 
jmers  were  one  day  detedled  under  the  fhips,  draw- 
ing 


PACIFIC  OCEAN. 


169 


ing  out  the  filling  nails  from  the  fheathing,  which 
they  ingenioufly  performed  with  a flint  ftone, 
fattened  to  the  end  of  a Ihort  flick.  This  practice 
was  fo  injurious  to  our  veflels,  that  we  fired  fmall 
fhot  at  the  offenders ; but  that  they  eafily  evad- 
ed, by  diving  under  the  fhip’s  bottom.  It  there- 
fore became  highly  neceffary  to  make  an  example 
of  one  of  them,  by  flogging  him  on  board  the 
Difcovery. 

A large  party  of  gentlemen,  from  both  fhips, 
fet  out,  about  this  time,  on  an  excurfion  into  the 
country,  in  order  to  examine  its  natural  pro- 
ductions ; an  account  of  which  will  be  hereafter 
given.  At  prefent,  however,  we  fliall  obferve, 
that  it  afforded  Kaoo  a frefh  opportunity  of  ex- 
ercifing  his  civility  and  generofity.  No  fooner 
was  he  informed  of  their  departure,  than  he  fent 
after  them  a large  quantity  of  provifions,  with  or- 
ders, that  every  attention  and  afliftance  fhould  be 
granted  them  by  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  diftricls 
through  which  they  were  to  pafs.  His  conduct, 
on  this  occafion,  was  fo  delicate  and  difinterefted, 
that  even  the  people  he  employed  were  not  per- 
mitted to  accept  of  the  fmalleft  prefent.  At  the 
end  of  fix  days,  the  gentlemen  returned,  without 
having  penetrated  more  than  twenty  miles  into 
the  ifland;  owing  partly  to  improper  guides,  and 
partly  to  the  impracticability  of  the  country. 

On  the  27th,  the  Refolution’s  rudder  was  un- 
hung, and  fent  on  Ihore,  in  order  to  undergo  a 
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thorough  repair.  The  carpenters,  at  the  fame 
time,  were  fent  into  the  country,  under  the 
guidance  of  fome  of  Kaoo’s  people,  to  get  planks 
for  the  head  rail  work,  which  was  become  rotten 
and  decayed. 

Captain  Clerke,  who  was  generally  confined  on 
board  by  ill  health,  paid  Terreeoboo  his  firft  vifit 
on  the  28th,  at  his  habitation  on  Ihore.  The 
ceremonies  obferved  with  Captain  Cook,  were 
performed  in  honour  of  Captain  Clerke  j and,  on 
his  return,  he  received  a prefent  of  thirty  large 
hogs,  and  fuch  a quantity  of  vegetables  as  could 
not  be  confumed,  by  his  crew,  in  lefs  than  a 
week.  This  was  the  more  extraordinary,  as  it 
was  quite  an  unexpected  vifit. 

Not  having  feen  any  of  their  fports  or  exercifes, 
the  natives,  at  our  particular  requeft,  entertained 
us  in  the  evening  with  a boxing  match.  Though 
thefe  games  were  inferior,  in  every  refpeft,  to 
thofe  we  had  feen  exhibited  at  the  Friendly  Iflands; 
yet,  as  they  were  fomewhat  different,  a Ihort  ac- 
count of  them  may  not  be  thought  improper. 

A vaft  concourfe  of  people  affembled  on  an 
even  fpot  of  ground,  not  far  diftant  from  our  tents. 
A long  vacant  fpace  was  left  in  the  centre  of 
them,  at  the  upper  end  of  which  thejudges  pre-  , 
fided,  under  three  ftandards.  Slips  of  cloth,  of 
various  colours,  were  pendant  from  thefe  ftand- 
ards;  as  were  the  fkins  of  two  wild  geefe,  fome 
Tmall  birds,  and  a few  bunches  of  feathers. 

The 
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The  fports  being  ready  to  begin,  the  judges 
crave  the  fio-nal,  and  two  combatants  appeared  in 
view.  They  advanced  flowly,  drawing  up  their 
feet  very  high  behind,  and  rubbing  their  hands 
upon  the  foies.  As  they  came  forward,  they 
frequently  furveyed  each  other  from  head  to  foot, 
with  an  air  of  contempt,  looking  archly  at  the 
fpe&ators,  diftorting  their  features,  and  practifing 
a variety  of  unnatural  geftures.  When  they  were 
advanced  within  the  reach  of  each  other,  they 
held  both  arms  ftraight  out  before  their  faces,  at 
which  part  they  always  aimed  their  blows.  They 
ftruck  with  a full  fwing  of  the  arm,  which  to  us 
had  a very  awkward  appearance.  They  did  not 
attempt  to  parry;  but  endeavoured  to  elude  their 
adverfary’s  attack,  by  (looping,  or  retreating. 
The  battle  was  expeditioufly  decided  ; for  if  either 
of  them  fell,  whether  by  accident,  or  from  a 
blow,  he  was  deemed  vanquifhed  ; and  the  viftor 
exprefled  his  triumph  by  a variety  of  ftrange 
geftures,  which  ufually  excited  a loud  laugh  a- 
mong  the  fpedlators,  for  which  purpofe  it  feemed 
to  be  calculated.'  The  fuccefsful  combatant 
waited  for  a fecond  antagonift ; and,  if  again 
victorious,  for  a third ; and  fo  on,  till  he  was  at 
laft  defeated. 

It  was  very  fingular,  in  thefe  combats,  that, 
when  any  two  are  preparing  to  attack  each  other, 
a third  may  advance,  and  make  choice  of  either 
of  them  for  his  antagonift,  when  the  othde  is  un- 
der 
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der  the  neceflity  of  withdrawing.  If  the  combat 
proved  long  and  tedious,  or  appeared  unequal, 
a chief  generally  interfered,  and  concluded  it  by 
putting  a flick  between  the  combatants.  As  this 
exhibition  was  at  our  defire,  it  was  univerfally 
expefted  that  fome  of  us  would  have  engaged 
with  the  natives  but,  though  our  people  re- 
ceived preffing  invitations  to  bear  a part,  they 
did  not  hearken  to  the  challenges,  not  having 
forgot  the  blows  they  received  at  the  Friendly 
Iflands. 

William  Watman,  a feaman  of  the  gunner’s 
crew,  died  this  day  : this  event  is  the  more  par- 
ticularly mentioned,  as  death  had  hitherto  been 
uncommon  amongfl  us.  He  was  a man  in  years, 
and  much  refpecbed  for  his  attachment  to  Cap- 
tain Cook.  He  had  ferved  twenty- one  years  as 
a marine,  and  then  entered  as  a feaman  in  1772, 
on  board  the  Refolution,  and  ferved  with  the 
Commodore  in  his  voyage  towards  the  fouth  pole. 
On  their  return,  he  got  admittance  into  Green- 
wich Hofpital,  through  the  interefl  of  Captain 
Cook,  at  the  fame  time  with  himfelf ; and,  anxi- 
ous to  follow  the  fortunes  of  his  benefadtor,  he 
alfo  quitted  it  with  him,  on  his  appointment  to 
the  command  of  the  prefent  expedition.  He  had 
been  often  fubjedl  to  flight  fevers,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  voyage,  and  was  infirm  when  we  arrived 
in  the  bay ; where,  having  been  fent  for  a few 
days  on  fhore,  he  thought  himfelf  perfe&ly  re- 
6 floredj 
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ftored,  and  requeued  to  return  on  board.  His 
requeft  was  complied  with  ; but  the  day  follow- 
ing he  had  a ltroke  of  the  pally,  which,  in  two 
days  afterwards,  put  a period  to  his  life. 

At  the  requeft  of  Terreeoboo,  the  remains  of 
this  honeft  feaman  were  buried  on  the  moral ; the 
ceremony  being  performed  with  great  folemnity. 
Kaoo  and  his  brethren  were  prefent  at  the  fune- 
ral, who  behaved  with  great  decorum,  and  paid 
due  attention  while  the  lervice  was  performing. 
On  our  beginning  to  fill  up  the  grave,  they  ap- 
proached it  with  great  awe,  and  threw  in  a dead 
pig,  together  with  fome  cocoa-nuts  and  plan- 
tains. For  three  fuccefiive  nights  they  furround- 
ed  it,  facrificing  hogs,  and  reciting  hymns  and 
prayers  till  morning. 

We  eredled  a poll  at  the  head  of  the  grave, 
and  nailed  thereon  a piece  of  board  ; on  which 
was  infer ibed  the  name  and  age  of  the  deceafed, 
and  the  day  of  his  departure  from  this  life.  Thefe 
they  allured  us  they  would  not  remove,  and  they 
will  probably  be  permitted  to  remain,  fo  long  as 
fuch  frail  materials  can  endure. 

Our  Ihips  were  much  in  want  of  fuel,  there- 
fore Captain  Cook  defired  Mr.  King  to  treat  with 
the  priefts,  for  the  purchafe  of  the  rail  on  the 
morai . Mr.  King  had  his  doubts  about  the  de- 
cency of  this  overture,  and  apprehended  that  the 
bare  mention  of  it  might  be  deemed  impious ; 
but  in  this  he  was  exceedingly  miftaken.  They 
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expreffed  no  kind  of  furprize  at  the  application, 
and  the  wood  was  delivered  without  the  lead  fti- 
pulation,  Whilft  our  people  were  taking  it  away, 
he  faw  one  of  them  with  a carved  image;  and, 
upon  enquiry,  was  informed,  that  the  whole  fe- 
micircle  (as  mentioned  in  the  defcription  of  the 
moral ) had  been  carried  to  the  boats. 

Though  the  natives  were  fpeclators  of  this  bu- 
finefs,  they  did  not  feem  to  refent  it ; but,  on 
the  contrary,  had  even  affifted  in  the  removal. 
Mr.  King  thought  proper  to  mention  the  parti- 
culars to  Kaoo ; who  feemed  exceedingly  indif- 
ferent about  the  matter,  begging  him  only  to  re- 
ftore  the  center  image ; which  was  immediately 
done,  and  it  was  conveyed  to  one  of  the  prieft’s 
houfes. 

The  king,  and  his  chiefs,  had,  for  fome  time, 
been  very  importunate  to  know  the  time  of  our 
departure.  Mr.  King’s  curiofity  was  excited, 
from  this  circumftance,  to  know  the  opinion  thefe 
people  had  entertained  of  us,  and  what  they  fup- 
pofed  to  be  the  objects  of  our  voyage.  He  took 
confiderable  pains  to  fatisfy  himfelf  on  thefe 
points ; but  the  only  information  he  could  get 
was,  that  they  fuppofed  we  had  left  our  native 
country  on  account  of  the  fcantinefs  of  provifi- 
ons,  and  that  we  had  vifited  them  for  the  foie 
purpofe  of  filling  our  bellies.  This  conclufion 
was  natural  enough,  confidering  the  meagre  ap- 
pearance of  fomc  of  our  crew,  the  voracity  with 
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which  we  devoured  their  frefh  provifions,  and 
our  anxiety  to  purchafe  as  much  of  it  as  we  were 
able.  One  circumftance  may  be  added  to  thefe, 
which  puzzled  them  exceedingly ; that  of  our 
having-  no  women  with  us. 

O 

It  was  matter  of  entertainment  to  fee  the  na- 
tives patting  the  bellies  of  the  failors  (who  were 
much  improved  in  fleeknefs  fince  their  arrival  at 
the  bay)  and  telling  them,  in  the  bell  manner 
they  could,  that  it  was  time  for  them  to  depart; 
bur,  if  they  would  return  the  next  bread-fruit 
feafon,  they  fhould  be  better  able  to  fupply  them. 
We  had  now  continued  fixteen  days  in  the  bay, 
during  which  time  our  confumption  of  hogs  and 
vegetables  had  been  fo  enormous,  that  we  need 
not  be  furprized  at  their  wilhing  to  fee  us  take 
our  leave.  But  Terreeoboo  had,  perhaps,  no 
other  view,  in  his  enquiries,  than  a defire  of  hav- 
ing fufficient  notice,  to  prepare  fuitahle  prefents 
for  us  at  our  departure ; for,  when  we  informed 
him  of  our  intention  to  quit  the  ifland  in  two 
days,  a kind  of  proclamation  was  immediately 
made,  requiring  the  natives  to  bring  in  their 
hogs  and  vegetables,  for  Terreeoboo  to  prefent 
to  the  Oreno . 

At  the  beach,  we  were  this  day  much  enter- 
tained, with  the  buffooneries  of  one  of  the  natives. 
In  his  hand  he  held  an  inftrument  of  mufic,  fuch. 
as  we  have  already  defcribed;  bits  of  fea-weed 
were  fattened  round  his  neck;  and,  round  each 
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leg,  fome  ftrong  netting;  on  which  were  fixed  fome 
rows  of  dogs  teeth,  hanging  loofe.  His  dancing 
was  accompanied  with  ftrange  grimaces,  and  un- 
natural diflortions  of  the  features ; which,  though 
fometimes  highly  ridiculous,  was,  upon  the  whole, 
without  meaning  or  expreffion.  Mr.  Webber 
made  a drawing  of  this  perfon ; the  manner  in 
which  the  maro  is  tied ; the  figure  of  the  inftru- 
ment,  and  of  the  ornaments  round  the  legs. 

Wreltling  and  boxing  matches  afforded  us 
diverfion  for  the  evening ; and  we,  in  return,  ex- 
hibited the  few  fireworks  we  had  remaining.  No- 
thing could  more  effectually  excite  the  admiration 
of  thefe  ifianders,  or  ftrike  them  with  more  ex- 
alted ideas  of  our  fuperiority,  than  fuch  a re- 
prefentation.  Though  this  was,  in  every  refpect, 
much  inferior  to  that  at  Hapaee,  yet  the  aftonilh- 
menf  of  the  people  was  equally  great. 

The  carpenters  which  had  been  fent  up  the 
country,  to  cut  planks  for  the  head  rail-work  of 
the  Refolution,  had  now  been  gone  three  days ; 
and,  not  having  heard  from  them,  we  began  to 
be  alarmed  for  their  fafety.  We  expreffed  our 
apprehenfions  to  old  Kaoo,  who  appeared  equally 
concerned  with  ourfelves ; but  while  we  were 
planning  meafures  with  him,  for  lending  proper 
perlons  after  them,  they  all  fafely  arrived.  They 
went  farther  into  the  country  than  they  expeded, 
before  they  found  any  trees  iuitable  for  their  pur* 
pofe.  This  circumftance,  together  with  the  bad* 
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nefs  of  the  roads,  and  the  difficulty  of  conveying 
the  timber  to  the  Ihips,  had  fo  long  detained 
them.  They  bellowed  high  commendations  on 
their  guides,  who  not  only  fupplied  them  with 
provilions,  but  faithfully  protedled  their  tools. 

The  4th  of  February  being  fixed  for  our  de- 
parture, Terreeoboo  invited  Captain  Cook  and 
Mr.  King,  to  attend  him,  on  the  3d,  to  Kaoo’s 
refidence.  On  our  arrival  there,  we  faw  large 
quantities  of  clothjie  fcattered  on  the  ground ; 
abundance  of  red  and  yellow  feathers,  fattened 
to  the  fibres  of  cocoa-nut  hulks ; and  plenty  of 
hatchets  and  iron  ware,  which  had  been  received 
from  us  in  barter.  Not  far  from  thefe  was  de- 
polited  an  immenfe  quantity  of  various  kinds  of 
vegetables  ; and,  at  a little  dillance,  a large  herd 
of  hogs.  We  fuppofed,  at  firlt,  that  the  whole 
was  intended  as  a prefent  for  ys;  but  we  were 
informed,  by  Kaireekeea,  that  it  was  a tribute 
to  the  king,  from  the  inhabitants  of  that  diftrich 
And,  we  were  no  fooner  feated,  than  the  bundles 
were  brought,  and  laid  feverally  at  Terreeoboo’s 
feet  i and  the  cloth,  feathers,  and  iron,  were 
difplayed  before  him. 

The  king  was  perfedtly  fatisfied  with  this  mark 
of  duty  from  his  people  ; and  fele&ed  about  a 
third  of  the  iron  utenfils,  a third  of  the  feathers, 
and  fome  pieces  of  cloth  j he  ordered  thefe  to  be  fee 
afide  by  themfelves  ; and  the  remainder  of  the 
cloth,  hogs,  vegetables,  &c.  were  afterwards  pre- 
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fentcd  to  Captain  Cook  and  Mr.  King.  The 
value  and  magnitude  of  this  prefent,  far  exceed- 
ed any  thing  that  we  had  met  with.  The  whole 
tvas  immediately  conveyed  on  board.  The  large 
hogs  were  feletted,  in  order  to  be  falted  for  fba 
ftore;  but  the  fmaller  pigs,  and  the  vegetables, 
were  divided  between  the  crews. 

We  left  the  moral , and  got  our  obfervatories 
on  board.  The  taboo  was  removed,  and,  witji 
it,  its  magical  effefts.  As  foon  as  we  had  quit- 
ted the  place,  the  people  rufhed  in,  and  vigilantly 
fearched ; hoping  to  find  fome  valuable  articles 
left  behind.  Mr.  King  being  the  laft  on-  fiiore, 
and  waiting  for  the  return  of  the  boat,  the  inha- 
bitants crowded  about  him,  and  having  prevailed 
on  him  to  fit  down  among  them,  exprefled  their 
regret  at  our  feparation.  It  was  even  with  dif- 
ficulty that  they  would  fuffer  him  to  depart.  He 
was,  indeed,  highly  efteemed  among  them,  as 
will  appear  from  the  following  relation. 

Having  had,  while  we  were  in.  the  bay,  the 
command  ot  the  party  on  fhore,  he  became  more 
acquainted  with  the  natives,  and  they  with  him, 
than  thole  who  were  required  to  be  on  board. 
He  experienced  great  kindnefs  and  civility  from 
the  inhabitants  in  general,  but  the  friendlhip 
ihewn  by  the  priells  was  confiant  and  unbounded. 

He  was  anxious  to  conciliate  their  efteem ; in 
winch  he  fo  happily  fucceeded,  that,  when  they 
weie  acquainted  with  the  time  ol  our  departure, 

he 
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he  was  urged  to  remain  behind,  and  received 
overtures  of  the  moft  flattering  kind.  When  he 
endeavoured  to  excufe  himfelf,  by  alledging,  that 
Captain  Cook  would  not  permit  it,  they  propofed 
to  condudt  him  to  the  mountains,  and  there  con- 
ceal him  till  the  departure  of  the  fhips.  On  Mr. 
King’s  alluring  them,  that  the  Captain  would 
not  fail  without  him,  the  king  and  Kaoo  repair- 
ed to  Captain  Cook,  (whom  they  fuppofed  to 
be  his  father)  formally  requefting  that  he  might 
be  fuffered  to  remain  behind.  The  Commodore, 
unwilling  to  give  a pofitive  refufal,  to  a propofal 
fo  generoufly  intended,  allured  them,  that  he 
could  not  then  part  with  him ; but  he  Ihould  re- 
turn thither  the  next  year,  when  he  would  en- 
deavour to  oblige  them. 

. OnThurfday  the  4th  of  February,  early  in  the 
morning,  we  unmoored,  and  the  Refolution  and 
Difcovery  failed  out  of  the  bay;  attended  by  a 
vaft  number  of  canoes.  It  was  Captain  Cook’s 
intention  to  finifli  the  furvey  of  Owhyhee,  before 
he  went  to  the  other  iflands,  hoping  to  meet  with 
a road  more  Iheltered  than  Karalcakooa  Bay  ; 
and,  if  he  Ihould  not  fucceed  here,  he  meant  to 
examine  the  fouth-eaft  part  of  Mowee,  where 
he  had  been  informed,  there  was  a molt  excellent 
harbour. 

On  the  5th,  and  the  following  day,  we  had 
calm  weather,  and  confequently  our  progrefs  was 
but  flow.  A great  number  of  the  natives  fol- 
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lowed  us  in  their  canoes ; and  Terreeoboo  gave 
an  additional  proof  of  his  efteem  for  the  Commo- 
doie,  by  fending  after  him  a large  prelent  of 
hogs  and  vegetables. 

Having  a light  breeze,  in  the  night  of  the  5th 
of  February,  we  madefome  progrefs  to  the  north- 
ward ; and,  on  the  6th,  in  the  morning,  we  were 
abreaft  of  a deep  bay,  which  the  natives  call 
Toe-yah-yah.  We  flattered  ourfelves  with  hopes 
of  finding  a commodious  harbour  irr  this  bay, 
as  we  faw  fome  fine  ftreams  of  water  to  the  north- 
eaft ; and  the  whole  appeared  to  be  well  flicker- 
ed. Thefe  obfervations  feeming  to  tally  with  the 
accounts  given  us  by  Koah,  who  now  accompa- 
nied Captain  Cook,  the  Maker  was  fent  in  the 
pinnace,  with  Koah  as  his  guide,  to  obferve  and 
examine  the  bay ; Koah  having  firfl:  altered  his 
name;  out  of  compliment  to  us,  to  that  of  Bri- 
tannee. 

The  weather  became  gloomy  in  the  afternoon, 
and  fuch  violent  gufts  of  wind  blew  off  the  land, 
that  we  were  obliged  to  take  in  all  the  fails,  and 
bring  to,  under  the  mizen-ftay-fail.  The  canoes 
all  left  us  as  foon  as  the  gale  began;  and  Mr. 
Bligh,  on  his  return,  preferved  an  old  woman 
and  two  men  from  drowning,  whofe  canoe  had 
been  overfet  in  the  Itorm.  We  had  feveral  wo- 
men remaining  on  board,  whom  the  natives,  in 
their  hurry  to  depart,  had  left  to  fliife  for  them- 
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Mr.  Bligh  reported,  that  he  had  landed  at  a 
village  on  the  north  fide  of  the  bay,  where  he 
was  fliewn  fome  wells  of  water,  that  would  not, 
by  any  means,  anfwer  our  purpofej  that  he  pro- 
ceeded further  into  the  bay  j where,  inftead  of 
meeting  with  good  anchorage,  he  found  the  ftiores 
were  low,  and  a flat  bed  of  coral  rocks  extended 
along  the  coaft,  and  upwards  of  a mile  from  the 
land  j the  depth  of  water,  on  the  outfide,  being 
twenty  fathoms.  During  this  furvey,  Britannee 
had  contrived  to  flip  away,  being,  perhaps,  afraid 
of  returning,  as  his  information  had  proved 
erroneous. 

The  weather  became  more  moderate  in  the 
evening,  and  we  again  made  fail ; but  it  blew  fo 
violently  about  midnight,  as  to  fplit  the  fore  and 
main-top-fails.  We  bent  frefh  fails  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  7th,  and  had  a light  breeze,  and  fair 
weather.  Being  now  about  four  or  five  leagues 
from  the  fliore,  and  the  weather  very  unfettled, 
the  canoes  would  not  venture  off,  fo  that  our 
guefts  were  under  the  neceflity  of  remaining  with 
us,  though  much  againft  their  inclination  3 for 
they  were  all  exceedingly  fea-fick,  and  many  of 
them  had  left  their  infants  on  Ihore. 

Though  the  weather  continued  fqually,  we 
flood  in  for  the  land  in  the  afternoon  3 and,  being 
within  three  leagues  of  it,  we  faw  two  men  in  a 
canoe,  paddling  towards  us.  We  naturally  con- 
jectured that  they  had  been  driven  off  the  fliore, 
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by  the  late  violent  gale ; and  flopped  the  flip’s 
way,  in  order  to  take  them  in.  They  were  fo  ex- 
haufled  with  fatigue,  that  had  not  one  of  the  natives 
on  board  jumped  into  the  canoe  to  their  affill- 
ance,  they  would  hardly  have  been  able  to  fix 
it  to  the  rope  thrown  out  for  that  purpofe.  With 
difficulty,  however,  we  got  them  up  the  fhip’s 
fide,  together  with  a child  about  four  years  of 
age,  which  had  been  lalhed  under  the  thwarts  of 
the  canoe,  with  only  its  head  above  the  water. 
They  informed  us,  that  they  had  quitted  the  land 
the?  morning  before,  fince  which  time  they  had 
not  had  food  or  water.  Provifion  was  given 
them  with  the  ufual  precautions,  and  the  child 
entrufled  to  the  care  of  one  of  the  women  and, 
the  next  morning,  they  were  all  perfectly  reco- 
vered, 

A gale  of  wind  coming  on  at  midnight,  we 
were  obliged  to  double  reef  the  top-fails.  At 
day-break,  on  the  8th,  we  found  that  the  fore- 
man had  again  given  way ; the  fillies  being  fprung, 
and  the  parts  fo  very  defective,  as  to  make  it  abfo- 
iutely  necefiary  to  unftep  the  mall.  Captain 
' Cook,  for  fome  time,  hefitated,  whether  he 
Ihould  return  to  Karakakooa,  or  take  the  chance 
of  finding  a harbour  in  the  illands  to  leeward. 
The  bay  was  not  fo  commodious,  but  that  abet- 
ter might  probably  be  met  with,  either  for  re- 
pairing the  malls,  or  procuring  refrelhments  j 
the  latter  of  which,  it  was  imagined,  the  neigh- 
bourhood 
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‘bourhood  of  Karakakooa  had  lately  been  pretty 
well  drained  of.  It  was,  on  the  other  hand, 
xonfidered  as  an  imprudent  ftep,  to  leave  a to- 
lerable good  harbour,  which,  once  loft,  could 
not  be  regained,  for  the  mere  poflibility  of  meet- 
ing with  a better ; efpecially  as  the  failure  of 
fuch  a contingency,  might  have  deprived  us  of 
any  refource. 

We  flood  on  towards  the  land,  to  give  the 
natives  on  fliore  an  opportunity  of  releafing  their 
friends  on  board ; and,  about  noon,  when  we 
were  within  a mile  of  the  fliore,  feveral  canoes 
came  off  to  us,  but  fo  loaded  with  people,  that 
no  room  could  be  found  for  any  of  our  guefts ; 
the  pinnace  was  therefore  hoified  out  to  land 
them and  the  Mafter  who  commanded  it,  was 
inftrudled  to  examine  the  fouth  coafts  of  the  bay 
for  water,  but  returned  without  fuccefs. 

Variable  winds,  and  a ftrong  current  to  the 
northward,  retarded  our  progrefs  in  our  return ; 
and,  in  the  evening  of  the  9th,  about  eight 
o’clock,  it  blew  very  hard  from  the  fouth-eaft, 
which  occafioned  us  to  clofe  reef  the  top-fails. 
Early  in  the  morning  of  the  10th,  in  a heavy 
fquall,  we  found  ourfelves  clofe  in  with  the 
breakers,  to  the  northward  of  the  weft  point  of 
Owhyhee.  We  had  juft  room  to  avoid  them,  and 
fired  feveral  guns  to  alarm  the  Difcovery,  and 
apprize  her  of  the  danger. 
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The  weather,  in  the  forenoon,  was  more  mo- 
derate, and  a few  canoes  ventured  to  come  off 
to  us ; wherj  thofe  on  board  them  informed  us, 
that  much  mifchief  had  been  occafioned  by  the 
late  ftorms,  and  that  a great  many  canoes  had 
been  loft.  We  kept  beating  to  windward  the 
remainder  of  the  day  ; and,  in  the  evening,  were 
within  a mile  of  the  bay  ; but  we  flood  off  and 
°n  till  day-light  the  next  morning,  when  we  an- 
chored in  our  old  flatipn. 


c n a i\ 


PACIFIC  OCEAN 


I8S 


CHAP.  Ill 


The  Behaviour  of  the  Iflandersy  on  our  Return  to 
Karakakooa  Bay , Jomewhat  myfterious — A Theft 
cotnmitted  on  board  the  Difcovery — The  Thieves 
purfued  up  the  Country  by  Captain  Cook  and  Mr . 
King — Scuffle  between  the  Natives  and  our  Peo- 
ple, in  which  Pareea  receives  a Jevere  Blow — 
The  Pinnace  attacked  and  plundered — Crew 
obliged  to  quit  her — Captain  Cook's  Reflexions  on 
the  Occaflon — Attempt  at  the  Obfervatory — The 
difcovery  s Cutter  flolcn  from  the  Buoy — Steps 
taken  for  its  Recovery — Captain  Cook  goes  on 
Shore  to  invite  the  King  and  his  two  Sons  on 
board — His  kFife  and  the  Chiefs  oppofe  his  going 
— A Conteft  arifes  on  the  Occaflon — Intelligence 
arrives  of  one  of  the  Chiefs  being  killed  by  one  of 
cur  People  —The  Confequences — A Chief  threatens 
Captain  Cook , and  is  Jhot  by  him — A general  At- 
tack enfues— Death  of  Captain  Cook — Account  of 
his  Services , and  a Sketch  of  his  Char  after. 

HE  whole  of  the  nth,  and  part  of  the 


1 2th  of  February,  we  were  engaged  in 
getting  out  the  foremaft,  and  conveying  it  on 
ihore.  Not  only  the  head  of  the  mall  had  fuftain  - 
ed  damage,  but  the  heel  was  become  exceedingly 
rotten,  having  a very  large  hole  in  the  middle  of 
it.  Several  days  being  probably  required  to  make 
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the  neceffary  repairs,  Meffieurs  King  and  Baily 
got  the  obfervatory  on  fhore,  and  pitched  their 
tents  on  the  mdtaiy  guarded  by  a corporal,  and 
fix  marines.  A friendly  intercourfe  was  renewed 
with  the  priefts,  who,  for  our  greater  fecurity, 
tabooed  the  place  with  their  wands  as  before. 
The  fail-makers  alfo  repaired  to  the  fhore  to  re- 
pair the  damages,  in  their  department,  fuftained 
by  the  late  heavy  gales.  They  occupied  an  habi- 
tation, ient  us  by  the  priefts,  adjoining  to  the 
morai. 

Our  reception,  on  coming  to  anchor,  was  fo 
different  from  what  it  had  been  upon  our  firft 
arrival,  that  we  were  all  aftonifhed  : no  lhouts, 
b.uftle,  or  confufion,  but  a folitary  deferted  bay, 
with  hardly  a canoe  ftirring.  Their  curiofity, 
indeed,  might  be  fuppofed  to  be  diminifhed  by 
this  time;  but  the  hofpitable  treatment  we  had 
continually  been  favoured  with,  and  the  friendly 
footing  on  which  we  parted,  induced  us  to  expedt 
that,  on  our  return,  they  would  have  received  us 
with  the  greateft  demonftrations  of  joy. 

Various  were  our  conjectures  on  the  caufe  of  this 
extraordinary  appearance,  when  the  whole  myftery 
was  unravelled  by  the  return  of  a boat,  which  we 
had  fent  on  fhore,  bringing  intelligence  thatTer- 
reeoboo  was  abfent,  and  that  the  bay  was  tabooed. 
This  account  appeared  very  latisfadtory  to  many 
of  us;  but  others  were  of  opinion,  that  there  was, 
at  this  time,  fomething  very  fufpicious  in  the 
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behaviour  of  the  natives;  and  that  the  taboo,  or 
interdiction,  on  pretence  of  Terreeoboo’s  abfence, 
was  artfully  contrived,  to  give  him  time  to  confult 
his  chiefs  in  what  manner  we  fhould  be  treated. 
We  never  could  afcertain  whether  thefe  fufpicions 
were  well  founded,  or  whether  the  natives  had 
given  a true  account.  It  is  probable,  indeed, 
that  our  fudden  return,  for  which  they  could 
affign  no  apparent  caufe,  might  create  alarms  in 
them;  yet  the  conduft  of  Terreeoboo,  who, 
on  his  fuppofed  arrival  the  next  morning,  im- 
mediately waited  on  Captain  Cook ; and  the  na- 
tives, from  that  moment,  renewing  their  friendly 
intercourfe  with  us,  feem  to  evince  that  they 
neither  meant,  nor  apprehended,  a different  kind 
of  conduct. 

An  account  of  another  accident,  fimilar  to  this, 
may  be  mentioned  in  fupport  of  this  opinion, 
which  happened  to  us  on  our  firft  vifit,  the  day 
before  the  king’s  arrival.  A native  having  fold  a 
hog  on  board  the  Refolution,  and  received  the 
price  agreed  on,  Pareea,  who  faw  the  tranfablion, 
advifed  the  feller  not  to  part  with  his  hog,  without 
an  advanced  price.  For  his  interference  in  this 
bufinefs,  he  was  harfhly  fpoken  to,  and  pu  Hied 
away ; and  as  the  taboo  was  foon  laid  on  the  bay, 
we,  at  firft,  fuppofed  it  to  be  in  confequence  of 
the  affront  offered  to  the  chief. 

Thefe  two  circumftances  confidered,  it  is  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  draw  any  certain  conclufion 
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from  the  actions  of  a people,  with  whole  language 
and  cuftoms  we  are  fo  imperfectly  acquainted. 
Some  idea,  however,  may  be  formed  of  the  diffi- 
culties thofe  have  to  encounter,  who,  in  their 
intercourfe  with  thefe  ftrangers,  are  obliged  to 
freer  their  courfe  in  the  midft  of  uncertainty, 
where  the  moft  ferious  confequences  may  be  oc- 
cafioned  by  only  imaginary  offences.  Whether 
thefe  conieCtures  are  erroneous  or  true,  it  is  cer- 
tain that  things  were  conducted  in  their  ufual 
quiet  courfe,  till  the  13th  of  February,  in  the 
afternoon. 

At  the  approach  of  evening  on  that  day,  the 
commander  of  the  Difcovery’s  watering  party, 
came  to  inform  Mr.  King,  that  feveral  chiefs  were 
affembled  near  the  beach,  and  were  driving  away 
the  natives,  who  affifted  the  failors  in  rolling  the 
calks  to  the  ffiore : at  the  fame  time  declaring, 
that  their  behaviour  feemed  exceedingly  fufpici- 
ous,  and  that  he  imagined  they  would  give  him 
fome  farther  difturbance.  He  fent  a marine  with 
him,  agreeably  to  his  requeft,  but  permitted  him 
to  take  only  his  fide- arms.  The  officer,  in  a 
friort  time*  returned,  and  informed  Mr.  King 
that  the  inhabitants  had  armed  themfelves  with 
Hones,  and  were  become  tumultuous.  He  there- 
fore went  himlelf  to  the  fpot,  attended  by  a ma- 
rine, with  his  mufquet.  At  their  approach  the 
i Handers  threw  away  their  Hones,  and,  on  Mr. 
King’s  application  to  fome  of  the  chiefs,  the 
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mob  was  difperfed.  Every  thing  being  now 
quiet,  Mr.  King  went  to  meet  Captain  Cook, 
who  was  then  corning  on  fhore  in  the  pinnace. 
He  related  to  him  what  had  recently  happened, 
and  received  orders  to  fire  a ball  at  the  offenders, 
if  they  again  behaved  infolently,  and  began  to 
throw  ftones.  In  confequence  of  thefe  directions,. 
Mr.  King  gave  orders  to  the  corporal,  that  the 
fentinels  pieces  Ihould  be  loaded  with  ball,  in- 
ftead  of  fhot. 

On  our  return  to  the  tents,  we  heard  a con- 
tinued fire  of  mufquets  from  the  Difcovery ; 
which  we  perceived  to  be  directed  at  a canoe, 
which  was  hastening  towards  the  fhore,  with  one 
of  our  fmall  boats  in  purfuit  of  it.  This  firing, 
we  concluded,  was  the  confequence  of  fome 
theft,  and  Captain  Cook  ordered  Mr.  King  to 
follow  him  with  a marine  armed,  and  to  endeavour 
to  feize  the  people  as  they  landed.  They  accord- 
ingly ran  to  the  place,  where  the  canoe  was  ex- 
pected to  come  afhore,  but  did  not  arrive  in  time; 
the  people  having  quitted  it,  and  fled  into  the 
country  before  their  arrival. 

At  this  time  they  did  not  know  that  the  goods 
had  been  already  reflored ; and  thinking  it  pro- 
bable, from  what  they  had  obferved,  that  they 
might  be  of  importance,  they  did  not  choofe  to 
relinquiffi  their  endeavours  to  recover  them  ; and, 
having  inquired  of  the  natives  what  courfe  the 
people  had  taken,  they  purfued  them  till  it  was 
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almoft  dark,  when  they  fuppofed  themfelves  to 
be  about  three  miles  from  the  tents ; and,  think- 
ing the  iflanders  amufed  them  with  falfe  informa- 
tion in  their  purfuit,  they  gave  up  the  fearch  and 
returned.  , 

A difference  of  a more  ferious  nature  had  hap- 
pened during  their  abfence.  The  officer,  who 
had  been  difpatched  in  the  fmall  boat  after  the 
thieves,  and  who  was  returning  on  board,  with 
the  booty  that  had  been  reflored,  feeing  Captain- 
Cook  and  Mr.  King  engaged  in  the  purfuit  of 
the  offenders,  feized  a canoe,  which  was  drawn 
up  on  the  fhore.  This  canoe  unfortunately  be- 
longed to  Pareea,  who,  at  that  inftant  arriving- 
from  on  board  the  Difcovery,  claimed  his  pro- 
perty, and  protefted  his  innocence.  The  officer 
perfifted  in  detaining  it,  in  which  he  was  en- 
couraged by  the  crew  of  the  pinnace,  then  wait- 
ing for  Captain  Cook;  in  confequence  of  which 
a fcuffle  enfued,  and  Pareea  was  knocked  down 
by  a violent  blow  on  the  head,  with  an  oar. 
Several  of  the  natives,  who  had  hitherto  been 
peaceable  fpe&ators,  began  now  to  attack  our 
people  with  luch  a ffiower  of  ffones,  that  they 
were  forced  to  a precipitate  retreat,  and  Iwam  off 
to  a rock,  at  a confiderable  dilfance  from  the 
fhore.  The  pinnace  was  plundered  immediately 
by  the  natives,  and  would  have  been  entirely 
demolifhed,  if  Pareea  had  not  interpofed ; who 
had  not  only  recovered  from  his  blow,  but  had 
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alto  forgot  it  at  the  fame  inftant,  He  ordered 
the  crowd  to  difperfe,  and  beckoned  to  our  peo- 
ple to  come  and  take  pofleffion  of  the  pinnace  * 
and  afterwards  affined  them  that  he  would  ule  his 
influence  to  get  the  things  reftored  which  had 
been  taken  out  of  it.  After  their  departure,  he 
followed  them  in  his  canoe,  carrying  them  a mid- 
fhipman’s  cap,  and  fome  other  articles 'of  the 
plunder;  and,  exprefling  much  concern  at  what 
had  happened,  begged  to  know  if  the  orono  would 
kill  him,  and  whether  he  might  be  permitted  to 
come  on  board  the  next  day?  He  was  allured 
that  he  would  be  well  received,  and  therefore 
joined  nofes  with  the  officers  (their  ufual  token  of 
friendfhip)  and  paddled  over  to  Kowrowa. 

Captain  Cook,  when  thefe  particulars  were  re- 
prefented  to  him,  was  exceedingly  concerned; 
and,  when  he  and  Mr.  King  were  returning  on 
board,  he  exprefled  his  fears  that  thefe  iflanders 
would  oblige  him  to  purlue  violent  meafures; 
adding,  they  muft  not  be  permitted  to  fuppofe, 
that  they  have  gained  an  advantage  over  us.  It 
was  then,  however,  too  late  to  take  any  Heps 
that  evening;  he  therefore  only  gave  orders  that 
every  iflander  fhould  be  immediately  turned  out 
of  the  lhip.  This  order  being  executed,  Mr. 
King  returned  on  ffiore;  and  the  events  of  the 
day  having  much  abated  our  former  confidence 
in  the  natives,  a double  guard  was  polled  on  the 
vioraij  with  orders  to  let  Mr.  King  know,  if  any 
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men  were  feen  lurking  about  the  beach.  At 
eleven  o’clock,  five  of  the  natives  were  feen  creep- 
ing round  the  bottom  of  the  moral ; they  ap- 
proached with  great  caution,  and,  at  laft,  per- 
ceiving they  were  difcovered,  immediately  re- 
tired out  of  fight.  About  midnight  one  of  them 
ventured  himfelf  near  the  obfervatory,  when  a 
fentinel  fired  over  him  on  which  they  all  fled, 
and  we  had  no  farther  difturbance  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  night. 

At  day-light  the  next  morning  Mr.  King  went 
on  board  the  Refolution,  in  order  to  get  the  time- 
keeper; and  in  his  way  thither  was  hailed  by  the 
Difcovery,  and  received  information  that  their 
cutter,  had  fome  time  in  the  night  been  ftolen, 
from  the  buoy,  where  it  had  been  moored. 

On  Mr.  King’s  arrival  on  board,  he  found  the 
marines  were  arming  themfelves,  and  Captain 
Cook  bufied  in  loading  his  double-barrelled  gun. 
Whilft  he  was  acquainting  him  with  what  had 
happened  in  the  night  at  the  moral , he  eagerly 
interrupted  him,  and  informed  him  of  the  lois  of 
the  Difcovery’s  cutter,  and  of  the  preparations  he 
was  making  to  recover  it.  It  was  his  ulual  practice 
in  all  the  iflands  of  this  ocean,  when  any  thing  of 
confequence  had  been  ftolen  from  him,  by  fome 
ftratagem,  to  get  the  king,  or  fome  of  the  prin- 
cipal Erees,  on  board ; where  he  detained  them 
as  hoftages,  till  the  property  was  reftored.  This 
method  having  hitherto  proved  fuccefsful,  he 

meant 
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meant  to  adopt  on  the  prefent  occafion ; and  gave 
orders  to  flop  every  canoe  that  Ihould  attempt  to 
leave  the  bay;  refolving  to  feize  and  deftroy  therti 
if  the  cutter  could  not  be  recovered  by  peaceable 
means.  In  purfuance  of  which,  the  boats  of  both 
(hips,  properly  manned  and  armed,  were  ftation- 
ed  acrofs  the  bay ; and  before  Mr.  King  quitted 
the  fhip,  fome  great  guns  were  fired  at  two 
canoes,  that  were  attempting  to  efcape. 

Between  feven  and  eight  o'clock  Captain  Cook 
and  Mr.  King  quitted  the  fiiip  together;  the 
former  in  the  pinnace,  with  Mr.  Phillips,  and 
nine  marines;  and  the  latter  in  the  fmall  boat. 
The  laft  orders  Mr.  King  received  from  Captain 
Cook  were,  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people,  on 
our  fide  of  the  bay,  by  the  ftrongeft  afiurances 
that  they  fhould  not  be  injured;  to  keep  his 
people  together,  and  to  be  continually  on  his 
guard.  Captain  Cook  and  Mr.  King  then  fepa- 
rated;  the  Captain  going  towards  Kowrowa,  where 
Terreeoboo  refided  ; and  Mr.  King  proceeded  to 
the  beach:  his  firfb  bufinefs,  when  he  arrived  on 
Ihore,  was  to  iflue:ftri£t  orders  to  the  marines  to 
continue  within  the  tent,  to  charge  their  muf- 
quets  with  ball,  and  not  on  any  confideration,  to 
quit  their  arms.  He  then  attended  old  Kaoo  and 
the  priefts  at  their  refpectivediuts,  and  explained 
to  them,  as  well  as  he  was  able,  the  reafon  of  the 
hoftile  preparations,  which  had  fo  exceedingly  a- 
larmed  them.  He  found  they  were  no  Grangers 
> . Vol,  III, — n°  15.  G to 
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to  the  circumdance  of  the  cutter’s  being  dolen, 
and  adored  them,  that  though  the  Commodore 
was  not  only  refolved  to  recover  it,  but  alfo  to 
punifh,  in  the  mod:  exemplary  manner,  the  au- 
thors of  the  theft ; yet  that  they,  and  all  the  in- 
habitants of  the  village,  on  our  fide,  had  not  the 
lead:  occafion  to  be  alarmed,  or  to  apprehend  the 
lead  danger  from  us.  He  importuned  the  pricds 
to  communicate  this  to  the  people,  and  intreat 
them  not  to  entertain  an  idea  of  fear,  but  to  con- 
tinue peaceable  and  quiet.  Kaoo  interrogated 
Mr.  King,  with  great  emotion,  if  any  harm  was 
to  happen  to  Terreeoboo  ? He  affured  him  there 
was  not  i and  both  he  and  his  brethren  appeared 
much  fatisfied  with  this  affurance. 

Captain  Cook,  having  in  the  mean  time,  called 
od'  the  launch,  from  the  north  point  of  the  bay, 
and  taken  it  with  him,  landed  at  Kowrowa,  with 
the  lieutenant  and  nine  marines.  He  proceeded 
immediately  into  the  village,  where  he  was  re- 
fpe&fully  received  ; the  people,  as  ufual,  pro- 
dating themfelves  before  him,  and  making  their 
accudomed  offerings  of  fmall  hogs.  Perceiving 
that  his  defign  was  not  fuipetded,  his  next  dep 
was,  to  inquire  for  the  king,  and  the  two  boys, 
his  fons,  who  had  been  almod  continually  his 
gueds  on  board  the  Refolution.  The  boys  pre- 
fently  returned  with  the  natives,  who  had  been 
fearching  for  them,  and  immediately  conducted 
Captain  Cook  to  the  habitation  where  Terreeoboo 
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kad  flepf.  The  old  man  had  juft  awoke  ; and 
after  fome  convention  refpe&ing  the  lofs  of  the 
cutter,  from  which  the  Commodore  was  con- 
vinced that  he  was  not  in  any  wife  privy  to  it,  he 
invited  him  to  accompany  him,  and  fpend  the 
day  on  board  the  Refolution.  The  king  accept- 
ed the  invitation,  and  arofe  immediately  to  ac- 
company him. 

Every  thing  had  now  a profperous  appearance; 
the  two  boys  were  already  in  the  pinnace,  and  the 
reft  of  the  party  approaching  the  water  fide,  when 
a woman,  named  Kanee-kabareea,  the  mother  of 
the  boys,  and  one  of  Terreeoboo’s  favourite  wives, 
followed  him,  befeeching  him,  with  tears  and 
entreaties,  not  to  venture  to  go  on  board.  Two 
chiefs,  who  came  with  her,  took  hold  of  him, 
and  infilling  he  Ihould  proceed  no  farther,  obliged 
him  to  fit  down.  The  iflanders,  now  colledting 
in  vaft  numbers  along  the  Ihore,  who  had  probably 
been  alarmed  by  the  dilcharging  of  the  <yreat 
guns,  and  the  hoftile  appearances  in  the  bay, 
gathered  together  round  Captain  Cook  and  Ter- 
reeoboo.  d hus  lituated,  the  lieutenant  of  ma- 
rines, perceiving  that  his  men  were  huddled  to- 
gether in  the  crowd,  and  confequently  unable  t? 
ufe  their  arms,  if  there  Ihould  appear  to  be  a 
necehity  for  it,  propofed  to  Captain  Cook,  to 
draw  them  up  along  the  rocks,  clofe  to  the  edge 
of  the  water.  The  populace  making  way  for 
them  to  pafs,  the  lieutenant  drew  them  up  in  a 
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line;  within  about  thirty  yards  of  the  place  where 
Terreeoboo  was  fitting. 

The  old  king  continued,  all  this  time,  on  the 
ground,  bearing  the  moft  vifible  marks  of  terror 
and  dejedtion  in  his  countenance.  Captain  Cook, 
unwilling  to  abandon  the  object  which  occafioned 
him  to  come  on  Ihore,  urged  him  moft  earneftly 
to  proceed;  whilft,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  king 
exprelfed  any  inclination  to  follow  him,  the  chiefs,, 
who  furrounded  him,  interpofed;  at  firft  they 
had  recourfe  to  prayers  and  entreaties,  but  after- 
ward's  to  force  and  violence,  and  even  infilled  on. 
his  remaining  on  Ihore.  Captain  Cook,  at  length, 
perceiving  that  the  alarm  had  fpread  too  gene- 
rally, and  that  there  was  not  a probability  of 
getting  him  off  without  much  bloodlhed,  gave 
up  the  point ; at  the  fame  time  obferving,  to  Mr, 
Phillips,  that,  to  compel  him  to  go  on  board, 
would  probably  occafion  the  lofs  of  many  of  the 
lives  of  the  inhabitants. 

Notwithftanding  this  enterprize  had  now  fail- 
ed, and  was  abandoned  by  Captain  Cook,  yet  it 
did  not  appear  that  his  perfon  was  in  the  leaft 
degree  of  danger,  till  an  accident  happened, 
which  occafioned  a fatal  turn  to  the  affair.  The 
boats,  ftationed  acrols  the  bay,  having  fired  at 
fome  canoes,  for  attempting  to  get  out,  unfor- 
tunately had  killed  one  of  their  principal  chiefs. 
Intelligence  of  his  death  arrived  at  the  village 
where  Captain  Cook  then  was,  juft  as  he  had 
6 * parted 
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parted  from  the  king,  and  was  pioceeding  with 
«reat  deliberation  towards  the  fhore.  The  fer- 

D 

ment  it  immediately  occafioned,  was  but  too  con- 
ipicuous  ; the  women  and  children  were  inftantly 
fent  away,  and  the  men  were  foon  clad  in  their 
war-mats,  and  armed  with  fpears  and  ftones.  One 
of  the  natives,  having  provided  himfelf  with  a 
done,  and  a long  iron  fpike  (called  by  the  na- 
tives a pahooa)  advanced  towards  the  Captain, 
fiourifhing  his  weapon  in  defiance,  and  threaten- 
ing to  throw  the  done.  The  Captain  requeued 
him  to  defift;  but  the  iflander  repeating  his  me- 
naces, he  was  highly  provoked,  and  fired  a load 
of  fmall  fliot  at  him.  The  man  was  fhielded  in 
his  war-mat,  which  the  ftiot  could  not  penetrate  ; 
his  firing,  therefore,  ferved  only  to  irritate  and 
encourage  them.  Vollies  of  ftones  were  thrown 
at  the  marines ; and  one  of  the  erees  attempted 
the  life  of  Mr.  Phillips  with  his  ■pahooa ; but, 
not  fucceeding  in  the  attempt,  he  received  from 
him  a blow  with  the  butt  end  of  his  piece.  Cap- 
tain Cook  immediately  difcharged  his  fecond  bar- 
rel, loaded  with  ball,  and  killed  one  of  the  moft 
violent  of  the  afiailants.  A general  attack  with 
ftones  fucceeded,  which  was  followed  on  our 
part,  by  a difcharge  of  mufquetry,  not  only  from 
the  marines,  but  alfo  from  the  people  in  the 
boats.  The  natives,  to  our  great  aftonifliment, 
received  our  fire  with  great  firmnefs  ■,  and  with- 
out giving  time  for  the  marines  to  charge  again, 
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they  rufhed  in  upon  them  with  dreadful  fhouts 
and  yells.  What  followed  was  a fcene  of  hor- 
ror and  confufion,  which  can  more  eafilybe  con- 
ceived than  properly  related  *. 

Four  of  the  marines  retreated  among  the 
rocks,  ^nd  fell  a (acrifice  to  the  fury  of  the  ene- 
my; three  others  were  dangeroufiy  wounded; 
and  the  Lieutenant  dabbed  between  the  (houlclers 
■with  a pahooa ; but  having  fortunately  referved 
his  fire,  fiiot  the  man  from  whom  he  had  received 
the  wound,  at  the  inftant  he  was  preparing  to 
repeat  his  blow.  The  lad  time  our  unfortunate 
Commodore  was  didindtly  feen,  he  was  (landing 
at  the  water’s  edge,  and  ordering  the  boats  to 
ceafe  firing,  and  pull  in. 

It  was  imagined  by  fome  of  thofe  who  were 
prefent,  that  the  marines,  and  thofe  who  were  in 
the  boats,  fired  without  Captain  Cook’s  orders, 
and  that  he  was  anxious  to  prevent  the  farther 
effufion  of  blood  ; it  is  therefore  probable,  that, 
on  this  occafion,  his  humanity  proved  fatal  to 
him  : for  it  was  obferved,  that  while  he  faced 
the  natives,  no  violence  had  been  offered  him; 
bur,  when  he  turned  about,  to  give  directions  to 

* Though  a view  of  Karakakooa  Bay,  by  Mr.  Webber, 
his  appeared  in  Captain  Cook’s  Voyages  in  Quarto,  no  en- 
graving has  there  been  given  of  the  death  of  the  much-la- 
mented Commander.  As  (o  interefting  a fubjed  will  tend 
to  gratify  the  curiofity  of  the  reader,  uncommon  diligence 
has  been  exerted  to  procure  a mafterly  repreien tattoo  of  io 
a (Toiling  a catallrophe. 
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the  boats,  he  was  ftabbed  in  the  back,  and  fell 
with  his  face  into  the  water.  A general  Ihout  was 
fet  up  by  the  iflanders  on  feeing  him  fall,  and  his 
body  was  dragged  inhumanly  on  fhore,  where  he 
was  furrounded  by  the  enemy,  who  fnatching  the 
dagger  from  each  other’s  hands,  difplayed  a fa* 
vage  eagernefs  to  join  in  his  deftruction. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  our  mod  excellent  Com- 
mander ! After  a life,  diftinguiffied  by  fuch  fuc- 
cefsful  enterprize,  his  death  can  hardly  be  reck- 
oned premature ; fince  he  lived  to  accomplifli 
the  great  work  for  which  he  feemed  particularly 
defigned ; being  rather  removed  from  the  enjoy- 
ment, than  the  acquifition  of  glory.  Haw  fin- 
cerely  his  lofs  was  lamented,  by  thofe  who  owed 
their  fecurity  to  his  {kill  and  conduct,  and  every 
confolation,  to  his  tendernefs  and  humanity,  it 
is  impoffible  to  defcribe  ; and  the  talk  would  be 
equally  difficult  to  reprefent  the  horror,  dejection, 
and  difmay,  which  followed  fo  dreadful  and  un- 
expected a cataftrophe.  Let  us,  therefore,  turn 
from  fo  calamitous  a fcene,  to  the  pleafing  con- 
templation of  his  character  and  virtues,  and  pay 
our  laft  juft  tribute  to  the  memory  of  this  wor- 
thy man,  in  a lhort  hiftory  of  his  life,  and  public 
fervices. 

Captain  James  Cook  was  born  in  the  year  1727, 
near  Whitby,  in  Yorkfhire;  and,  at  an  early 
age,  commenced  an  apprenticefhip  to  a ffiop- 
Keeper  in  a neighbouring  village.  This  not  be- 
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ing  fuitable  to  his  natural  propenfity,  he  foon 
quitted  the  counter,  and  contra&ed,  for  nine 
years,  with  the  mafter  of  a veflel  in  the  coal 
trade.  In  1755,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  he  entered  into  the  king’s  fervice  on  board 
the  Eagle,  then  commanded  by  Captain  Hamer, 
'and  afterwards  by  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  who  per- 
ceiving his  merit,  advanced  him  to  the  quarter 
deck. 

In  1758,  we  find  him  mafter  of  the  Northum- 
berland, Lord  Colville’s  flag  fhip,  who  then 
commanded  the  fquadron  ftationed  on  the  coaft 
of  America.  Here,  as  he  has  frequently  declared, 
he  firfl:  read  Euclid,  and  clofely  applied  himfelf 
to  the  ftudy  of  the  mathematics,  with  the  aiTjft- 
ance  of  only  a few  books,  and  his  own  induitry. 
While  he  thus  found  means  to  cultivate  his  un- 
derltanding,  and  fupply,  in  fome  degree,  the  de- 
ficiencies of  an  early  education,  he  was  engaged 
in  moft  of  the  active  fcenes  of  war  in  America. 
At  the  fiege  of  Quebec,  he  was  intrufied  by  Sir 
Charles  Saunders  with  the  execution  of  important 
.fervices,  in  the  naval  department.  He  was  the 
pilot  who  conduced  the  boats  to  the  attack  of 
Montmorency ; managed  the  embarkation  to  the 
heights  of  Abraham  ; and  pointed  out,  by  buoys, 
how  the  large  fhips  might  proceed  with  fecurity 
up  the  river.  The  manner  in  which  he  acquitted 
himfelf  in  thefe  important  fervices,  procured  him 
the  efteem  and  friendlhip  of  Sir  Charles  Saunders 
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and  Lord  Colville,  who  continued  his  zealous 
patrons  during  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  At 
the  conclufion  of  the  war,  he  was  appointed, 
through  the  intereft  of  Lord  Colville  and  Sir  ' 
Hugh  Pallifer,  to  make  a furvey  of  the  Gulf  of 
St.  Lawrence,  and  the  coafts  of  Newfoundland. 

He  was  thus  employed  till  the  year  1767,  when 
Sir  Edward  Hawke  appointed  him  to  the  com- 
mand of  an  expedition  to  the  South  Seas ; in  order 
to  make  an  obfervation  of  the  tranlit  of  Venus , 
and  to  profecute  difcoveries  in  that  part  of  the 
globe. 

His  fervices,  fince  this  period,  are  too  gene- 
rally known  to  require  enumeration.  His  repu- 
tation has  proportionably  advanced  beyond  the 
effect  of  panegyric.  He  feems,  indeed,  to  have 
been  peculiarly  qualified  for  this  fpecies  of  enter- 
prize.  His  natural  inclination,  the  nature  of  his 
fervices,  and  indefatigable  application,  all  con- 
fpired  to  compleat  him  for  it ; fo  that  he  acquired 
fuch  a degree  of  profeffional  knowledge,  as  can 
fall  to  the  lot  of  very  few. 

His  frame  and  conftitution  were robuft, and  fuel; 
as  enabled  him  to  undergo  the  fevereft  hardfhips. 
When  neceffity  required  it,  he  could  feed,  with 
fatisfa&ion,  upon  the  coarfeft  and  moft  unorate- 
ful  food  ; and  he  fubmitted  to  every  kind  of  felf- 
denial  with  the  greateit  compofure  and  indiffe- 
rence. Nor  were  the  qualities  of  his  mind  lefs  vi- 
gorous than  thofe  of  his  body.  His  underfland- 
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mg  was  ftrong  and  perfpicacious  : his  judgment, 
efpecially  in  thofe  matters  in  which  he  was  more 
particularly  engaged,  quick  and  fure.  His  de- 
fjgns  and  operations,  were  the  natural  refult  of 
a great  original  genius.  His  valour  was  cool, 
deliberate,  and  determined  ; accompanied  with  a 
moft  aftonifhing  prefence  of  mind  on  the  approach 
ef  danger.  His  manners  were  plain,  eafy,  and 
unaffeded.  His  temper,  it  muff  be  admitted, 
was  too  much  fubjed  to  haftinefs  and  pafiion  ; 
but  this,  fhould  be  forgotten,  when  it  is  confider- 
ed,  that  his  difpofition  was  the  moil  benevolent 

and  humane. 

Thefe  are  a few  traits  or  outlines  of  the  charac- 
ter of  Captain  Cook  ; but  its  diftinguilhing  fea- 
ture was,  the  moft  unremitting  perfeverance  to 
aceomplifli  his  defign,  in  oppobtion  to  dangers, 
difficulties,  and  hardfhips.  During  all  his  long 
and  tedious  voyages,  his  eagernefs  and  adivity 
were  never  in  the  leaft  abated.  No  alluring  in- 
citement could  detain  him  for  a moment ; even 
thofe  intervals  of  recreation,  which  unavoidably 
occurred  in  the  courfe  of  our  fervices,  and  were 
toy  fully  embraced  by  many  of  his  officers,  were 
fubmitted  to  by  him  with  impatience,  it  they 
could  not  be  made  fubfervient  to  the  more  effec- 
tual profecution  of  his  defigns. 

It  would  be  wnneceffary  to  recapitulate  the  in- 

ftanccs  in  which  thefe  qualities  were  difplayed. 

The  refult  of  his  fervices,  however,  wc  ffiall 
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touch  upon,  under  two  principal  heads,  viz.  geo- 
graphy and  navigation,  placing  each  in  a fepa- 
rate  and  diftinft  point  of  view. 

No  fcience,  it  is  prefumed,  has  ever  received 
greater  additions  from  the  labours  of  one  man, 
than  geography  has  done  from  thofe  of  Captain 
Cool$.  In  his  firft  voyage,  he  difcovered  the 
Society  Iflands ; ascertained  the  infularity  of 
New  Zealand ; and  difcovered  the  (traits  which  Se- 
parate the  two  iflands,  and  are  called  after  his 
name.  He  explored  the  eaftern  coafl  of  New 
Holland,  till  then  unknown;  an  extent  of  twenty- 
feven  degrees  of  latitude,  and  upwards  of  two 
thouland  miles. 

He  gave,  in  his  Second  expedition,  a resolu- 
tion to  the  great  problem  of  a Southern  conti- 
nent; having  So  completely  traverSed  that  hemi- 
sphere, as  not  to  leave  a poffibility  of  its  exift- 
ence,  unlefs  it  is  So  near  the  pole,  as  to  be  be- 
yond the  reach  of  navigation,  New  Caledonia, 
the  largeft  ifland  in  the  Southern  Pacific,  except 
New  Zealand,  was  difcovered  in  this  voyage. 
Alfo  the  ifland  of  Georgia;  and  an  unknown 
coafl,  which  the  Captain  named  Sandwich  land ; 
and  having  twice  vifited  the  tropical  Seas,  he  fet- 
tled the  Situations  of  the  old,  and  made  Several 
fiew  discoveries. 

PI  is  third  and  lad  voyage,  however,  is  distin- 
guished above  the  refl,  by  the  extent  and  im- 
portance of  its  discoveries.  Not  to  mention  the 
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feveral  fmaller  iOands  in  the  Southern  Pacific,  he 
difcovered  the  group,  called  the  Sandwich  Iftands; 
which,  on  account  of  their  fituation  and  produc- 
tions, may  perhaps  become  an  object  of  more 
confequence,  than  any  other  difcovery  in  the 
South  Sea.  He  explored  what  had  before  re- 
mained unknown  of  the  weftern  coaft  of  Ame- 
rica, an  extent  of  three  thoufand  feven  hundred 
miles;  afcertained  the  proximity  of  the  tv/o  con- 
tinents of  Afia  and  America;  failed  through  the 
ftraits  between  them,  and  furveyed  the  coafts  on 
each  fide,  fo  far  as  to  be  fatisfied  of  the  impra£ 
ticability  of  a paffage  in  that  hemifphere,  from 
the  Atlantic  into  the  Pacific  Ocean,  by  an  eaft- 
cm  or  a weftern  courfe.  He  has,  in  fhort,  corn- 
pleated  the  hydrography  of  the  habitable  globe, 
if  we  except  the  Japanefe  Archipelago,  and  the 
fea  of  Amur,  which  are  ftill  imperfectly  known 

by  Europeans. 

His  fervices,  as  a navigator,  are  not  lefs  im- 
portant and  meritorious.  The  method  which  he 
invented,  and  fo  fuccefsfully  put  in  pra&ice,  of 
preferving  the  health  (and  confequently  the  lives) 
of  feamen,  will  trani'mit  his  name  to  future  ages, 
as  a friend  and  benefactor  of  mankind. 

It  is  well  known  among  tliofe  who  are  con- 
verfant  in  naval  hiftory,  that  the  advantages 
which  have  been  fought,  through  the  medium 
of  long  fea-voyages,  have  always  been  purchafed 

at  a dear  rate.  That  dreadful  diforder  which  is 

peculiar 


PACIFIC  OCEAN.  205 

peculiar  to  this  fervice,  mu  ft,  without  exercifing 
an  unwarrantable  degree  of  tyranny  over  our 
ieamen,  have  been  an  infuperable  obftacle  to  our 
enterprizes.  It  was  referved  for  Captain  Cook  to 
convince  the  world,  that  voyages  might  be  pro- 
traded  to  three  or  even  four  years,  in  un- 
known regions,  and  under  every  change  of  cli- 
mate, without  affeding  the  health  in  the  fmalleft: 
degree,  and  even  without  diminifhing  the  proba- 
bility of  life.  His  method  has  been  fully  ex- 
plained, in  a paper  which  was  read  before  the 
Royal  Society,  in  1776  *. 

Relpeding  his  profeffional  abilities,  they  mufl 
be  fubmitted  to  the  judgment  of  thofe  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  fervices  in  which  he  was  en- 
gaged. They  cannot  but  acknowledge,  that  to 
have  conceded  three  fuch  dangerous  and  diffi- 
cult expeditions,  of  fo  unufual  a length,  with 
invariable  fuccefs,  muft  not  only  have  required 
an  accurate  knowledge  of  his  bufinefs,  but  alfo  a 
moft  powerful  and  cornprehenfive  genius. 

Having  thus  given  a faithful,  though  a con- 
cile  account  of  the  death  of  our  much  lamented 
Commander,  and  alfo  of  his  charader  and  fer- 
vices, his  memory  muft  now  be  left  to  the  gra- 
titude and  admiration  of  pofterity. 

* Sir  Godfrey  Copley’s  gold  medal  was  awarded  him,  on 
that  occalion. 
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! TranJaPions  at  Owhyhee , Jubfequent  to  the  Death 
of  Captain  Cook — Bravery  of  Mr.  Phillips — 
‘The  Ifanders  forced  to  retire— Situation  of  our 
Party  at  the  Moral — The  Natives  annoy  them 
with  Stones — Attempt  to  form  the  Morai — A 
port  Truce — Our  People  quit  the  Morai— Pacific 
Me af tires  determined  on — Mr.  Kingfentto  obtain 
a Conference  with  fame  of  the  Chiefs — His  Inter- 
view with  Koah — Contemptuous  Behaviour  of  the 
Natives — Precautions  taken  by  us — Two  of  the 
Ifanders , in  a Canoe,  fired  at,  but  not  hurt — - 
A Piece  of  Captain  Cook's  Fiefs  brought  us  by  one 
of  them — Further  Provocations  from  the  Natives 
— Some  great  Guns  fired  at  them — Our  Watering 
Party  harraffed  with  Stones  *—  The  Village  of 
Kakooa  burned  by  our  People — Bravery  of  one  of 
the  Natives— A Proccffion,  headed  by  Kaircekeea , 
who  comes  on  board  the  Refclution — The  Bones  cf 
Captain  Cook  brought  to  us — They  arc  committed 
to  the  Deep — The  Ships  leave  Kara  kakooa  Bay. 

E have  before  obferved  that  four  of  the 


marines,  who  accompanied  Captain  Cook, 
were  killed  by  the  natives  on  the  fpot.  The 
others,  with  their  lieutenant,  Mr.  Phillips,  threw 
themfelves  into  the  fea,  and  made  their  efcape, 
being  protected  by  a fmart  fire  from  the  boats. 


On 
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On  this  occafion,  a ftriking  in  fiance  of  gallant 
behaviour,  and  of  affection  for  his  men,  was  dis- 
played by  Mr.  Phillips ; for  he  had  fcarcely  got 
into  the  boat,  when,  feeing  one  of  the  marines, 
who  was  not  a very  expert  fwimmer,  draggling 
in  the  water,  and  in  danger  of  being  taken  by  the 
iflanders,  he  inftantly  leaped  into  the  fea  to  his 
afliftance,  though  confiderably  wounded  himfelfj 
and  after  receiving  a blow  on  his  head  from  a 
(lone,  which  had  almoft  fent  him  to  the  bottom, 
he  caught  the  marine  by  the  hair,  and  brought 
him  off  in  fafety.  Our  people  for  fome  time  kept 
up  a conftant  fire  from  the  boats  (which,  during 
the  whole  tranfa&ion,  were  at  no  greater  diftance 
from  die  land  than  twenty  yards),  in  order  to  ef- 
ford  their  unfortunate  companions,  if  any  of  them 
fhould  Still  remain  alive,  an  opportunity  of  af- 
fecting their  efcape.  Thefe  continued  efforts, 
feconded  by  a few  guns,  that  were,  at  the  fame 
time,  fired  from  the  Refolution,  having  at  length 
compelled  the  enemy  to  retire,  a fmall  boat, 
manned  by  five  midfhipmen,  pulled  towards  the 
fhore,  where  they  perceived  the  bodies  lying  on 
the  ground,  without  any  figns  of  life.  However, 
they  judged  it  dangerous  to  attempt  to  bring 
them  off  with  fo  inconfiderable  a force  and  their 
ammunition  being  nearly  confumed,  they  re- 
turned to  the  fhips,  leaving  the  bodies  in  pof- 

felfion  of  the  natives,  together  wjth  ten  (lands  of 
arms. 


When 
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When  the  general  confternation,  which  the 
news  of  this  misfortune  had  diffufed  throughout 
the  whole  company  of  both  fhips,  had  in  fome 
degree  fubfided,  their  attention  was  called  to  the 
party  at  the  moral,  where  the  mail  and  fails  were 
on  fhore,  guarded  by  only  fix  marines.  It  is 
difficult  to  deferibe  the  emotions  that  agitated  the 
minds  of  Mr.  King  and  his  attendants,  at  this 
ftation,  during  the  time  in  which  thefe  occur- 
rences had  happened,  at  the  other  fide  of  the  bay. 
Being  at  the  diftance  only  of  a mile  from  the  vil- 
lage of  Kowrowa,  they  could  diftinctly  perceive  a 
vaft  multitude  of  people  colledted  on  the  fpot 
where  Captain  Cook  had  juft  before  landed.  They 
heard  the  firing  of  the  mufquets,  and  obferved 
an  uncommon  buftle  and  agitation  among  the 
crowd.  They  afterwards  faw  the  ifianders  re- 
treating, the  boats  retiring  from  the  ffiore,  and 
paffing  and  repaffing,  with  great  ftillnefs,  be- 
tween the  ffiips.  Mr.  King’s  heart  foon  nfifgave 
him  on  this  occafion.  Where  fo  valuable  a life 
was  concerned,  he  could  not  avoid  being  alarm- 
ed by  fuch  new  and  threatening  appearances. 
Befides  this,  he  knew  that  Captain  Cook,  from  a 
long  feries  of  fuccefs,  in  his  tranfadtions  with  the 
natives  of  'this  ocean,  had  acquired  a degree  of 
confidence,  which  might,  in  fome  ill-fated  mo- 
ment, put  him  too  much  off  his  guard  } and  Mr. 
King  now  faw  all  the  dangers  to  w hich  that  confi- 
dence might  lead,  without  deriving  much  cor»- 
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fo!ation  from  the  confideration  of  the  experience 
which  had  given  rife  to  it.  His  firft  care,  on 
hearing  the  report  of  the  mufquets,  was  to  abjure 
the  i (landers,  confiderable  numbers  of  whom  were 
afiembled  round  the  wall  of  our  confecrated  field, 
and  feemed  at  a lofs  how  to  account  for  what  they 
had  heard  and  feen,  that  they  fhould  meet  with 
no  moleftation  ; and  that,  at  all  events,  he  was  in- 
clined to  continue  on  peaceable  terms  with  them. 

Mr.  King  and  his  attendants  Remained  in  this 
Situation,  till  the  boats  had  returned  on  board, 
when  Captain  Clerke  perceiving,  by  means  of  his 
telefcope,  that  our  party  was  furrounded  by  the 
natives,  who,  he  thought,  defigned  to  attack 
them,  ordered  two  four-pounders  to  be  fired  at 
the  iflanders.  Thefe  guns,  though  well  aimed, 
did  no  mifehiefj  but  they  gave  the  natives  a con- 
vincing proof  of  their  powerful  effefts.  A cocoa- 
nut-tree,  under  which  fome  of  them  were  fitting, 
was  broken  in  the  middle  by  one  of  the  balls ; 
and  the  other  fhivered  a rock,  which  flood  in  an 
exaft  line  with  them.  As  Mr.  King  had,  juft 
before,  given  them  the  ftrongeft  affurances  of 
their  fafety,  he  was  extremely  mortified  at  this 
aft  of  hoftility,  and,  to  prevent  its  being  repeat- 
ed, inftantly  difpatched  a boat  to  inform  Captain 
Clerke,  that  he  was,  at  prefent,  on  the  mod 
amicable  terms  with  the  iflanders,  and  that,  if 
any  future  occafion  fhould  arife  for  changing  his 
conduft  towards  them,  he  would  hoift  a jack,  as 
VoL.III.— 16.  P afignal 
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a fignal  for  Captain  Clerke  to  afford  him  his 
abidance. 

'|fc\  King  waited  the  return  of  the  boat  with 
the  gi'eateft  .impatience;  and  after  remaining  for 
the  fpace  of  a quarter  of  an  hour,  under  the  ut- 
mod  anxiety  and  fufpence;  his  fears  were  at  length 
confirmed,  by  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Bligh,  with  or- 
ders to  drike  the  tents  immediately,  and  to  fend 
on  board  the  fails,  that  were  repairing.  At  the 
fame  indant,  Kaireekeea  having  alfo  received  in- 
formation of  the  death  of  Captain  Cook,  from  a 
native  Who  had  arrived  from  the  other  fide  of  the 
bay,'  approached  Mr.  King,  with  great  dejeftion 
and  forrow  in  his  countenance,  inquiring  whether 
it  was  true. 

The  fituation  of  the  party,  at  this  time,  was 
highly  critical  and  important.  Not  only  their 
own  lives,  but  the  iffbe  of  the  expedition,  and 
the  return  of  at  lead  one  of  the  drips,  were  in- 
volved in  the  fame  common  danger.  They  had 
the  mad  of  the  Refolution,  and  the  greater  part 
of  the  fails,  on  drore,  protefted  by  only  half  a 
dozen  marines.  The  lofs  of  thefe  would  have 
been  irreparable ; and  though  the  idanders  had 
not  as  yet  tedified  the  dualled  dilpofition  to 
moled  the  party,  it  was  difficult  to  anfwer  for  the 
alteration,  which  the  intelligence  of  the  tranf- 
a&ion  at  Kowrowa  might  produce.  Mr.  King 
therefore  thought  proper  to  didemble  his  belief 
of  the  death  of  Captain  Cook,  and  to  defire 
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Kaireekeea  to  difcourage  the  report;  apprehend- 
ing that  either  the  fear  of  our  refentment,  or  the 
fuccefsful  example  of  their  countrymen,  might 
perhaps  lead  them  to  feize  the  favourable  oppor- 
tunity, which  at  this  time  prefented  itfelf,  of  giv- 
ing Os  a fecond  blow.  He,  at  the  fame  time,  ad- 
vifed  him  to  bring  old  Kaoo,  and  the  other  priefts, 
into  a large  houfe  adjoining  to  the  moral , partly 
from  a regard  to  their  fafety,  in  cafe  it  fhould 
have  been  found  neceffary  to  have  recourfe  to 
violent  meafures ; and  partly  from  a defire  of 
having  him  near  our  people,  in  order  to  make  ufe 
of  his  authority  with  the  natives,  if  it  could  be 
inftrumental  in  maintaining  peace. 

Mr.  King  having  ftationed  the  marines  on  the 
top  of  the  moral , which  formed  a ftrong  and 
advantageous  poft,  intrufted  the  command  to  Mr. 
Eligh,  who  received  the  moll  politive  directions 
to  aft  folely  on  the  defenfive,  went  on  board  the- 
Difcovery,  in  order  to  confer  with  Captain 
Olerke  on  the  dangerous  fituation  of  our  affairs. 
He  had  no  fooner  left  the  fpot,  than  the  iflanders 
began  to  annoy  our  people  with  Hones ; and  juft 
after  he  had  reached  the  Ihip,  he  heard  the  firing 
of  the  marines.  He  therefore  haftily  returned  on 
fhore,  where  he  found  affairs  growing  every  mo- 
ment more  alarming.  The  natives  were  provid- 
ing arms,  and  putting  on  their  mats;  and  their 
numbers  augmented  very  faft.  He  alfo  obferved 
feveral  large  bodies  advancing  towards  our  party 
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along  the  cliff,  by  which  the  village  of  Kakooa 
is  feparated  from  the  north  fide  of  the  bay,  where 
Kowrowa  is  fituate. 

1 hey  at  firft  attacked  our  people  with  (tones 
from  behind  the  walls  of  their  inclofures,  and 
meeting  with  no  refiftance,  they  foon  became 
more  daring.  A few  courageous  fellows,  having 
crept  along  the  beach,  under  cover  of  the  rocks, 
fuddenly  prefented  themfelves  at  the  foot  of  the 
moral,  with  an  intention  of  (forming  it  on  the 
fide  next  the  fea,  which  was  its  only  acceffible 
■part;  and  they  were  not  diflodged  before  they  had 
(food  a confiderable  quantity  of  (hot,  and  had 
feen  one  of  their  number  fall. 

The  courage  of  one  of  thefe  affailants  deferves 
to  be  recorded.  Having  returned  with  a view 
of  carrying  off  his  companion,  amidft  the  fire  of 
our  whole  party,  he  received  a wound,  which 
obliged  him  to  quit  the  body,  and  retire;  bur, 
a few  minutes  afterwards,  he  again  made  his  ap- 
pearance, and  receiving  another  wound,  was  un- 
der the  neceflity  of  retreating  a fecond  time.  At 
that  moment  Mr.  King  arrived  at  the  moral,  and 
law  this  man  return  a third  time,  faint  from  the 
lofs  of  blood  and  fatigue.  Being  informed  of 
what  had  happened,  he  forbad  the  foldiers  to  fire; 
and  the  iflander  was  buffered  to  carry  off  his 
friend,  which  he  was  juft  able  to  accompli  fh ; and 
then  fell  down  himfelf,  and  breathed  his  lalt. 

A (irong 
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A ftrong  reinforcement  from  both  fhips  having 
landed,  about  this  time,  the  natives  retreated  be- 
hind their  walls ; which  affording  Mr.  King  ac-> 
cefs  to  the  priefts,  he  fent  one  of  them  to  exert 
his  endeavours  to  bring  his  countrymen  to  fome 
terms,  and  to  propofe  to  them,  that  if  they  would 
defift  from  throwing  ftones,  he  would  not  allow 
our  men  to  fire.  This  truce  was  agreed  to,  and 
our  people  were  fuffered  to  launch  the  matt,  and 
carry  off  the  fails,  aftronomical  inftruments,  &c. 
without  moleftation.  As  foon  as  our  party  had 
quitted  the  moral , the  iflanders  took  poffeffion  of 
it,  and  fome  of  them  threw  a few  ftones,  which, 
however,  did  no  mifchief. 

Between  eleven  and  twelve  o’clock,  Mr.  King 
arrived  on  board  the  Difcovery,  where  he  found 
that  no  decifive  plan  had  been  adopted  for  the 
regulation  of  our  future  proceedings.  The  re- 
covery of  Captain  Cook’s  body,  and  the  reftitu- 
tion  of  the  boat,  were  the  objedts,  which,  on  all 
hands,  we  agreed  to  infift  on  ; and  Mr.  King  de- 
clared it  as  his  opinion,  that  fome  vigorous  me- 
thods fhould  be  put  in  execution,  if  the  demand 
of  them  fhould  not  be  inftantly  complied  with. 

Though  it  may  juflly  be  fuppofed  that  Mr. 
King’s  feelings,  on  the  death  of  a beloved  and 
refpedted  friendj  had  fome  fhare  in  this  opinion, 
yet  there  were  doubtlefs  other  reafons,  and  thofe 
of  the  moft  ferious  nature,  that  had  fome  weight 
with  him.  The  confidence  which  the  fuccefs  or 
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the  natives  in  killing  our  Commander,  and  oblig- 
ing us  to  leave  the  fhore,  muft  naturally  have  in- 
fpired;  and  the  advantage,  however  inconfider- 
able,  which  they  had  gained  over  us  the  preced- 
ing day,  would,  he  had  no  doubt,  excite  them 
» 

to  make  farther  dangerous  attempts  j and  the 
more  particularly,  as  they  had  no  great  reafon, 
from  what  they  had  hitherto  obferved,  to  dread 
the  effedts  of  our  fire-arms.  This  kind  of  weapon, 
indeed,  contrary  to  the  expectations  of  us  all,  had 
produced  in  them  no  figns  of  terror.  On  our 
fide,  fuch  was  the  condition  of  our  vefiels,  and 
the  fiate  of  difcipline  among  us,  that,  had  a 
vigorous  attack  been  made  on  us,  during  the 
night,  the  confequences  might  perhaps  have  been 
highly  difagreeable.  Mr.  King  was  fupported, 
in  thefe  apprehenfions,  by  the  opinion  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  officers  on  board;  and  no- 
thing feemed  to  him  more  likely  to  encourage 
the  iflanders  to  make  the  attempt,  than  the  ap- 
pearance of  our  being  inclined  to  an  accommoda- 
tion, which  they  could  only  impute  to  weaknels, 
or  fear. 

On  the  other  hand  it  was  urged,  in  favour  of 
mere  conciliatory  meafures,  that  the  mifehief  was 
already  done,  and  was  irreparable;  that  the  na- 
tives, by  reafon  of  their  former  friendfhip  and 
kindnefs,  had  a ffirong  claim  to  our  regard;  and 
the  more  particularly,  as  the  late  calamitous  ac- 
cident did  not  appear  to  have  taken  its  rife  from 
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any  premeditated  defign  j that,  on  the  part  o 
Terreeoboo,  his  ignorance  of  the  theft,  his  will- 
ingnefs  to  accompany  Captain  Cook  on  board  the 
Refolution,  and  his  having  aftually  fent  his  two 
fons  into  the  pinnace,  muft  refeue  his  character, 
in  this  refped,  from  the  fmall eft  degree  of  fuf-. 
picion;  that  the  behaviour  of  his  women,  and 
the  chiefs,  might  eafily  be  accounted  for,  from 
the  apprehenfions  occafioned  in  their  minds  by  the 
armed  force,  with  which  Captain  Cook  landed, 
and  the  hoftile  preparations  in  the  bay;  appear- 
ances fo  unfuitable  to  the  confidence  and  fnend- 
fhip,  in  which  both  parties  had  hitherto  lived, 
that  the  arming  of  the  iflanders  was  mamfeftly 
with  a defign  to  refill  the  attempt,  which  they 
had  fome  reafon  to  exped  would  be  made,  to 
carry  off  their  fovereign  by  force,  and  was  natural- 
ly to  be  expedited  from  a people  who  had  a re- 
markable afledion  for  their  chiefs. 

To  thefe  didates  of  humanity,  other  motives 
of  a prudential  kind  were  added ; that  we  were 
in  want  of  a fupply  of  water,  and  other  refrelh- 
ments ; that  the  Refolution’s,  foremaft  would  re- 
quire feven  or  eight  days  work,  before  it  could  be 
ftepped  ; that  the  fpring  was  advancing  very  fall ; 
^nd  that  the  fpeedy  profecution  of  our  next  ex- 
pedition to  the  northward,  ought  now  to  be  our 
foie  objed ; and'.that,  therefore,  to  engage  in  a 
vindictive  conteft  with  the  natives,  might  not 
only  fubjed  us  to  the  imputation  ©f  needlefs 

P 4 cruelty, 


A VOYAGE  TO  THE 


1l6 

cruelty,  but  would  require  great  delay  in  the 
equipment  of  our  fhips. 

Captain  Clerke  concurred  in  this  latter  opinion; 
and  though  Mr.  King  was  convinced,  that  an 
early  and  vigorous  difpiay  of  our  refentment  would 
have  more  effectually  anfwered  every  objedt  both 
of  prudence  and  humanity,  he  was,  upon  the 
whole,  not  forry,  that  the  meafures  he  had  re- 
commended were  rejedted.  For  though  the  con- 
temptuous behaviour  of  the  iflanders,  and  their 
fubfequent  oppofition  to  our  neceffary  occupations 
on  fhore,  arifing,  moft  probably,  from  a mif- 
oonftrudtion  of  our  lenity,  obliged  us  at  laft  to 
have  recourfe  to  violence  in  our  own  defence ; 
yet  he  was  not  certain,  that  the  circumftances  of 
the  cafe  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  generality 
of  people,  havejuftified  the  ufe  of  force,  on  our 
part,  in  the  firft  inftance,  Cautionary  feverity  is 
ever  invidious,  and  the  rigour  of  a preventive 
meafure,  when  it  is  the  moft  fuccefsful,  leaves  its 
expediency  the  leaft  apparent. 

While  we  were  thus  engaged,  in  concerting 
fome  plan  for  our  future  operations,  a very  nume- 
rous concourfe  of  the  natives  ftill  kept  poffeffion 
of  the  fhore ; and  fome  of  them,  coming  off  in 
canoes,  approached  within  piftol-fhot  of  the  flips', 
and  infulted  us  by  various  marks  of  defiance  and 
contempt.  It  was  extremely  difficult  to  reftrain 
the  feamen  from  the  ufe  of  their  arms  on  thefe 
occafions;  but,  as  pacific  meafures  had  been  re- 
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lblved  on,  the  canoes  were  allowed  to  return 
unmolefted. 

Mr.  King  was  now  ordered  to  proceed  towards 
the  lhore,  with  the  boats  of  both  fhips,  well 
manned  and  armed,  with  a view  of  bringing  the 
iflanders  to  a parley,  and  of  obtaining,  if  poffible, 
a conference  with  fome  of  the  Erees.  If  he  fliould 
fucceed  in  this  attempt,  he  was  to  demand  the 
dead  bodies,  and  particularly  that  of  Captain 
Cook  3 to  threaten  them,  in  cafe  of  a refufal,  with 
our  refentment  ; but,  by  no  means  to  fire,  unlefs 
attacked ; and  not  to  go  afhore  on  any  account 
whatever.  Thefe  inftru6tions  were  delivered  to 
Mr.  King  before  the  whole  party,  in  the  mofl: 
pofitive  manner. 

Mr.  King  and  his  detachment  left  the  fhips 
about  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon ; and,  as  they 
approached  the  fliore,  they  perceived  every  in- 
dication of  a hoftile  reception.  The  natives  were 
all  in  motion ; the  women  and  children  retiring; 
the  men  arming  themfelves  with  long  fpears  and 
daggers,  and  putting  on  their  war-mats.  It  alfo 
appeared,  that,  fince  the  morning,  they  had 
thrown  up  breaft-works  of  (tone  along  the  beach, 
where  Captain  Cook  had  landed;  in  expectation, 
perhaps,  of  an  attack  at  that  place. 

As  foon  as  our  party  were  within  reach,  the 
iflanders  began  to  throw  (tones  at  them  with 
flings,  but  without  doing  any  mifehief.  Mr. 
fting  concluded,  from  thefe  appearances,  that  all 
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attempts  to  bring  them  to  a parley  would  be  in- 
effectual, unlefs  he  gave  them  fome  ground  for 

mutual  confidence : he  therefore  ordered  the 

\ 

armed  boats  to  flop,  and  advanced  alone,  in  the 
fmall  boat,  holding  in  his  hand  a white  flag;  the 
meaning  of  which,  from  an  univerfal  fhout  of  joy 
from  the  natives,  he  had  the  fatisfaction  to  find 
was  immediately  underftood.  The  women  in- 
ftantly  returned  from  the  fide  of  the  hill,  whither 
they  had  retired ; the  men  threw  off  their  mats, 
and  all  feated  themfelves  together  by  the  fea-fide, 
extending  their  arms,  and  inviting  Mr.  King  to 
land. 

Though  fuch  behaviour  feerned  exprefiive  of  a 
friendly  difpofition,  he  could  not  avoid  entertain- 
ing fufpicions  of  its  lincerity.  But  when  he  law 
Koah,  with  extraordinary  boldnels  and  afllirance, 
fwimming  off  towards  the  boat,  with  a white  flag 
in  his  hand,  he  thought  proper  to  return  this 
mark  of  confidence,  and  accordingly  received  him 
into  the  boat,  though  he  was  armed ; a circurn- 
itance  which  did  not  contribute  to  leflen  Mr. 
King’s  fufpicions.  He  had,  indeed,  long  har- 
boured an  unfavourable  opinion  of  Koah.  The 
priefts  had  always  reprefented  him  as  a perlon  of 
a malicious  temper,  and  no  friend  tous;  and  the 
repeated  detections  of  his  fraud  and  treachery, 
had  convinced  us  of  the  truth  of  their  affertions. 
Befides,  the  melancholy  tranlaclions  of  the  morn- 
ing, in  which  he  was  feen  performing  a principal 
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part,  infpired  Mr.  King  with  the  utmoft  horror 
at  finding  himfelf  To  near  him  j and  as  he  ap- 
proached him,  with  feigned  tears,  and  embraced 
him,  Mr.  King  was  fo  diftruftful  of  his  intentions, 
that  he  took  hold  of  the  point  of  the  pahooa , 
which  the  chief  held  in  his  hand,  and  turned  it 
from  him.  He  informed  the  illander,  that  he 
had  come  to  demand  the  body  of  Captain  Cook, 
and  to  declare  war  againft  the  natives,  unlefs  it 
was  reftored  without  delay.  Koak  allured  him 
that  this  Ihould  be  done  as  foon  as  poffible,  and 
that  he  would  go  himfelf  for  that  purpofe ; and 
after  requefting  a piece  of  iron  of  Mr.  King, 
with  marks  of  great  alfurance,  he  leaped  into  the 
water,  and  fwam  alhore,  calling  out  to  his 
countrymen,  that  we  were  all  friends  again. 

Our  people  waited  with  great  anxiety,  near  an 
hour,  for  his  return.  During  this  interval,  the 
other  boats  had  approached  fo  near  the  Ihore,  that 
the  men  who  were  in  them  entered  into  converfa- 

r 

tion  with  a party  of  the  iflanders,  at  a little  dis- 
tance j by  whom  they  were  informed,  that  the 
Captain’s  body  had  been  cut  to  pieces,  and  car- 
ried up  the  country ; but  of  this  circumftance,  Mr. 
King  was  not  apprized  till  his  return  to  the  Ihips. 

Mr.  King  now  began  to  exprefs  fome  degree 
of  impatience  at  Koah’s  delay  ; upon  which  the 
chiefs  prefied  him  exceedingly  to  land ; alluring 
Him,  that,  if  he  would  go  in  perfon  to  Terreeo- 
boo,  the  body  would  be  undoubtedly  reftored  to 
a him. 
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him.  When  they  found  they  could  not  prevail 
on  Mr.  King  to  go  afhore,  they  endeavoured, 
on  pretence  of  converfing  with  him  with  greater 
eafe,  to  decoy  his  boat  among  fome  rocks,  where 
they  might  have  had  it  in  their  power  to  feparate 
him  from  the  other  boats.  It  was  eafy  to  fee 
through  thefe  artifices,  and  he  was,  therefore, 
very  defirous  of  breaking  off  all  communication 
with  them,  when  a chief  approached,  who  had 
particularly  attached  himfelf  to  Captain  Clerke, 
and  the  officers  of  the  Difco very,  on  board  which 
fhip  he  had  failed,  when  we  laft  quitted  the  bay, 
intending  to  take  his  pafiage  to  the  ifland  of 
Mowee.  He  faid  he  came  from  Terreeoboo,  to 
acquaint  our  people,  that  the  body  was  carried 
up  the  country,  but  that  it  fhould  be  brought 
, back  the  following  morning.  There  appeared 
much  fincerity  in  his  manner;  and  being  afked, 
if  he. uttered  a falfehood,  he  hooked  together  his 
two  fore  fingers,  which  is  here  underftood  as  the 
figrrof  veracity,  in  the  ufe  of  which  thefe  iflanders 
are  very  fcrupulous. 

Mr.  King  being  now  at  a lofs  how  to  proceed, 
fent  Mr.  Vancouver  to  inform  Captain  Clerke  of 
all  that  had  pafled ; that  it  was  his  opinion,  the 
natives  did  not  intend  to  keep  their  word  with 
us ; and,  far  from  being  grieved  at  what  had  hap-, 
pened,  were,  on  the  contrary,  infpired  with  great 
confidence  on  account  of  their  late  fuccefs,  and 
fought  only  to  gain  time,  till  they  could  plan  fomf 
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fcheme  for  getting  our  people  into  their  power. 
Mr.  Vancouver  came  back  with  orders  for  Mr. 
King  to  return  on  board,  after  giving  the  idanders 
to  underftand,  that,  if  the  body  was  not  reftored 
the  next  morning,  the  town  Ihould  be  deftroyed. 

When  they  perceived  our  party  retiring,  they 
■ endeavoured  to  provoke  them  by  the  moll  con- 
temptuous and  intuiting  geftures.  Several  of  our 
people  laid,  they  could  dillinguilh  fome  of  the 
natives  parading  about  in  the  cloaths  which  had 
. belonged  to  our  unhappy  countrymen,  and  among 
them,  an  Eree  brandifhing  Captain  Cook’s  hanger, 
and  a woman  holding  the  fcabbard. 

In  confequence  of  Mr.  King’s  report  to  Cap- 
. tain  Clerke,  of  what  he  fuppofed  to  be  the  pre- 
lent temper  and  difpofition  of  the  inhabitants, 
the  moll  effectual  methods  were  taken  to  guard 
againll  any  attack  they  might  make  during  the 
night.  The  boats  were  moored  with  top-chains ; 
additional  fentinels  were  llationed  in  each  of  our 
lbips;  and  guard-boats  were  directed  to  row  round 
them,  in  order  to  prevent  the  illanders  from  cut- 
ting the  cables. 

In  the  night,  we  faw  a vail  number  of  lights 
on  the  hills,  which  induced  fome  of  us  to  ima- 
gine, that  they  were  removing  their  effe&s  far- 
ther up  into  the  country,  in  confequence  of  our 
menaces.  But  it  feems  more  probable,  that  they 
were  kindled  at  the  facrilices  that  were  perform- 
ing on  account  of  the  war,  in  which  they  fuppofed 
^ them- 


522 


A VOYAGE  TO  THE 


themfelves  likely  to  be  engaged  3 and,  perhaps, 
the  bodies  of  our  (lain  countrymen  were,  at  that 
time,  burning.  We  afterwards  oblerved  fires  of 
the  fame  kind,  as  we  palled  the  ifland  of  Mo- 
rotoi  j and  which,  according  to  the  information  we 
received  from  feme  of  the  natives  then  on  board, 
were  made  on  account  of  a war  they  had  declared : 
againft  a neighbouring  ifland.  This  agrees  with 
xvhat  we  learned  among  the  Friendly  and  Society 
Ifles,  that,  previous  to  any  hoftile  expedition,, 
the  chiefs  always  endeavoured  to  animate  the  cou- 
rage of  the  people,  by  feafts  and  rejoicings  in  the 
night. 

We  paffed  the  night  without  any  difturbance, . 
except  from  the  howlings  and  lamentations  which 
were  heard  on  fhore.  Early  the  next  morning*, 
(Monday  the  15th)  Koah  came  along-fide  the 
Refolution,  with  a fmall  pig,  and  fome  cloth, 
which  he  defired  permiffion  to  prefent  to  Mr. , 
King.  We  have  already  mentioned,  that  this 
officer  was  fuppofed,  by  the  iflanders,  to  be  the 
fon  of  Captain  Cook;  and  as  the  latter  had  al- 
ways fuffered  them  to  believe  it,  Mr.  King  was 
probably  confidered  as  the  chief  after  his  death. . 
As  foon  as  he  came  on  deck,  he  interrogated 
Koah  with  regard  to  the  body  3 and,  on  his  re- 
turning evafive  anfwers,  refufed  to  accept  hispre- 
fentS3  and  was  on  the  point  of  difmiffing  him 
with  expreffions  of  anger  and  refentment,  had 
not  Captain  Clerke,  with  a view  of  keeping  up 
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the  appearance  of  friendfhip,  judged  it  more  pro- 
per, that  he  fhould  be  treated  with  the  cuftomar? 
relpeft. 

This  chief  came  frequently  to  us,  in  the  courfe 
or  the  morning,  with  fome  trifling  prefent  or 
other ; and  as  we  always  obferved  him  eyeing- 
every  part  of  the  lhip  with  a great  degree  of  at- 
tention, wre  took  care  he  fhould  fee  we  were  well 
prepared  for  our  defence. 

He  was  extremely  urgent  both  with  Captain 
Cleike  and  Mr.  King,  to  go  on  fhore,  imputing 
the  detention  of  the  bodies  to  the  other  chiefs  j 
-and  alluring  thofe  gentlemen,  that  every  thing 
might  be  adjufted  to  their  fatisfadlion,  by  a per- 
fonal  interview  with  the  king.  However,  they 
did  not  think  it  prudent  to  comply  with  Koah's 
requefl ; and,  indeed,  a fact  came  afterwards  to 
their  knowledge,  which  proved  his  want  of  vera- 
city. For,  they  were  informed,  that,  immedi- 
ately after  the  acftion  in  which  Captain  Cook  had 
loft  his  life,  Terreeoboo  had  retired  to  a cave  in 
the  fteep  part  of  the  mountain,  that  hangs  over 
the  bay,  which  was  acceffible  only  by  means  of 
ropes,  and  where  he  continued  for  feveral  days, 
having  his  proviflons  let  down  to  him  by  cords!  * 
After  the  departure  of  Koah  from  the  fhips, 
we  obferved  that  his  countrymen,  who  had  af- 
lembled  by  day- break,  in  vaft  crowds  on  the 
fliore,  flocked  around  him  with  great  eagernefs 
his  landing,  as  if  they  wifhed  to  learn  the  in- 
telligence 
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telligence  he  had  gained,  and  what  fteps  \\ere  to 
be  taken  in  confequence  of  it.  It  is  highly  pro- 
bable, that  they  expedted  we  fhould  attempt  to 
put  our  threats  in  execution  ; and  they  appeared 
fully  determined  to  Hand  their  ground.  During 
the  whole  morning,  we  heard  conchs  blowing  in 
various  parts  of  the  coaft  j large  parties  were  per- 
ceived marching  over  the  hills ; and,  upon  the 
whole,  appearances  were  fo  alarming,  that  we 
carried  out  a ftream  anchor,  for  the  purpofe  of 
hauling  the  fhip  abreaft  of  the  town,  in  cafe  of 
an  attack  ; and  boats  were  flationed  off  the  north- 
ern point  of  the  bay,  in  order  to  prevent  a fur- 
prize  from  the  natives  in  that  quarter. 

The  warlike  pofture  in  which  they  appeared  at 
prefent,  and  the  breach  of  their  engagement  to> 
reftore  the  bodies  of  the  flain,  occafioned  frefh; 
debates  among  us,  concerning  the  meafures  which; 
fhould  now  be  purfued.  It  was  at  length  deter- 
mined, that  nothing  fhould  be  permitted  to  in- 
terfere with  the  repair  of  the  Refolution’s  maft,^ 
and  the  preparations  for  our  departure ; but  that; 
we  fhould,  neverthelefs,  continue  our  negocia- 
tions  for  the  reftoration  of  the  bodies  of  our  coun- 
trymen. 

The  greater  part  of  the  day  was  employed  in 
getting  the  fore-maft  into  a proper  fituation  on 
deck,  that  the  carpenters  might  work  upon  it; 
and  alfo  in  making  the  requifite  alterations  in  the: 

commiffions  of  the  officers.  The  chief  command 
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of  the  expedition  having  devolved  on  Captain 
Clerke,  he  removed  on  board  the  Refolution, 
promoted  Lieutenant  Gore  to  the  rank  of  Captain 
of  the  Difcovery,  appointed  Meflrs.  King  and 
Williamfon  firft  and  lecond  Lieutenants  of  the 
Refolution,  and  nominated  Mr.  Harvey,  a Mid- 
fhipman,  who  had  accompanied  Captain  Cook 
during  his  two  la  ft  voyages,  to  fill  the  vacant 
lieutenancy.  During  the  whole  day,  we  fuftained 
no  interruption  from  the  inlanders ; and,  in  the 
evening,  the  launch  was  moored  with  a top-chain, 
and  guard-boats  Rationed  round  each  of  the  fhips 
as  before. 

About  eight  o’clock,  it  being  exceedingly 
dark,  we  heard  a canoe  paddling  towards  the 
fhip;  and  it  was  no  fooner  perceived,  than  both 
the  fentmels  on  deck  fired  into  it.  There  were 
two  of  the  natives  in  this  canoe,  who  immediately 
roared  out  tc  Tinnee ,”  (which  was  their  method  of 
pronouncingMr.  King’s  name),  and  faid  they  were 
friends,  and  had  fomething  with  them  which  be- 
longed to  Captain  Cook.  When  they  came  on 
board,  they  threw  themfclves  at  the  feet  of  our 
officers,  and  feemed  to  be  extremely  terrified.  It 
fortunately  happened,  that  neither  of  them  was 
hurt,  notwithftanding  the  balls  of  both  pieces  had 
gone  through  the  canoe. 


One  of  them  was  the  perfon,  who  has  been  al- 
ready mentioned,  under  the  appellation  of  the 
taboo  man,  who  conftantly  attended  Captain  Cook 
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with  the  particular  ceremonies  we  have  before  de- 
fcribedj  and  who,  though  a man  of  diftindtion 
in  the  ifland,  could  fcarcely  be  prevented  from 
pei  forming  for  him  the  moll  humiliating  offices 
of  a menial  fervant.  After  bewailing,  with  many 
tears,  the  lofs  of  the  Orono , he  informed  us,  that 
he  had  brought  a part  of  his  body.  He  then 
gave  us  a fmall  bundle  which  he  brought  ui^der 
his  arm  ; and  it  is  impoffible  co  defcribe  the  hor- 
ror with  which  we  were  feized,  upon  finding  in 
it,  a piece  of  human  fieffi,  of  the  weight  of  about 
nine  or  ten  pounds.  This,  he  faid,  was  all  that 
now  remained  of  the  body  ; that  the  reft  had  been 
cut  in  pieces,  and  burnt;  but  that  the  head,  and 
all  the  bones,  except  thofe  which  belonged  to 
the  trunk,  were  in  the  pofteffion  of  Terreeoboo 
and  the  other  chiefs  ; that  what  we  faw  had  been 
allotted  to  Kaoo,  the  chief  of  the  priefts,  for  the  ' 
purpofe  of  being  ufed  in  fome  religious  ceremo- 
ny ; and  that  he  had  fent  it  as  a teftimony  of  his 
innocence,  and  of  his  attachment  to  us. 

We  had  now  an  opportunity  of  learning  whe- 
ther they  were  cannibals  j and  we  did  not  neglecft 
to  avail  ourfelves  of  it.  We  firft  endeavoured, 
by  feveral  indireft  queftions,  put  to  each  of  them 
apart,  to  gain  information  refpe&ing  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  other  bodies  had  been  treated 
and  difpofed  of ; and,  finding  them  very  conftant 
in  one  account,  that,  after  the  fieffi  had  been  cut 
off,  the  whole  of  it  was  burnt ; we  at  laft  put  the 
' 2 dirett 
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tlired  queftion,  whether  they  had  not  fed  on 
iome  of  it?  they  immediately  teflified  as  much 
horror  at  iuch  an  idea,  as  any  European  would 
have  done;  and  afked,  whether  that  was  the  prac- 
tice among  us.  They  afterwards  afked  us,  with 
great  earneflnefs,  and  with  an  appearance  of  ap- 
prehenfion,  when  the  Orono  would  come  again  ? 
and  how  he  would  treat  them  on  his  return"?  the 
fame  inquiry  was  often  made  in  the  fcquel  by 
others ; and  this  idea  is  confiftent  with  the  gene- 
ral tenour  of  their  conduct  towards  him,  which 
indicated,  that  they  confidered  him  as  a being 
of  a fuperior  lpecies. 


Though  we  preffed  our  two  friendly  vifitants 
to  continue  on  board  till  the  next  morning,  we 
could  not  prevail  upon  them.  They  informed 
us,  that,  if  this  tranfadion  fhould  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  king,  or  any  of  the  other  Erees, 
it  might  be  attended  with  the  mofl  fatal  confe- 
quences  to  their  whole  fociety ; to  prevent  which, 
they  had  been  under  the  neceflity  of  coming  to 
us  in  the  dark;  and  the  fame  precaution,  they 
fi.d,  would  be  requifite  in  returning  on  lhore. 
They  further  told  us,  that  the  chiefs  were  ea»er 
to  take  revenge  on  us  for  the  death  of  their  coun- 
trymen ; and  particularly  cautioned  us  aoainit 
truftmg  Koah,  who,  they  affured  us,  wat  our 
implacable  enemy;  and  ardently  longed 'for  an 

opportunity  of  fighting  us,  to  which  the  blowing 

of 
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of  the  conchs,  that  we  had  heard  in  the  morn- 
ing, was  intended  as  a challenge. 

It  alfo  appeared  from  the  information  of  thefc 
men,  that  feventeen  of  their  countrymen  were 
fiain,  in  the  fir  ft  action,  at  the  village  of  Kowro- 
wa,  five  of  whom  were  chiefs ; and  that  Kaneena 
and  his  brother,  our  particular  friends,  were  of 
that  number.  Eight,  they  faid,  had  loft  their 
lives  at  the  obfervatory ; three  of  whom  likewife 
were  perfons  of  the  firft  diftindtion. 

The  two  natives  left  us  about  eleven  o’clock, 
and  took  the  precaution  to  defire,  that  one  of 
our  guard-boats  might  attend  them,  till  they  had 
pafted  the  Difcovery,  left  they  fhould  again  be 
fired  upon,  which,  by  alarming  their  countrymen 
on  Ihore,  might  expofe  them  to  the  danger  of 
detection.  This  requeft  was  readily  complied 
with,  and  we  had  the  fatisfadtion  to  find,  that 
they  reached  the  land  lafe  and  undifeovered. 

We  heard,  during  the  remainder  of  this  night, 
the  fame  loud  lamentations,  as  in  the  preceding 
one.  Early  the  following  morning,  we  received' 
a vifit  from  Koah.  Mr.  King  was  piqued  at  find- 
ing, that,  notwithftanding  the  molt  glaring  marks 
of  treachery  in  his  conduct,  and  the  pofitive  de- 
claration of  our  friends  the  priefts,  he  ihould  ftilli 
be  fuffered  to  carry  on  the  fame  farce,  and  to 
make  us  at  leaft  appear  the  dupes  of  his  hypo* 
crify.  Our  fituation  was,  indeed,  become  ex-1 

tremely  aukward  and  unpromifing ; none  of  the 

purpofes.* 
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purpofes  for  which  this  pacific  plan*of  proceed- 
ings had  been  adopted,  having  hitherto  been,  in 
any  refpeit,  promoted  by  it.  No  fatisfaitory  an- 
swer had  been  given  to  our  demands;  vve  did  not 
feem  to  have  made  any  progrefs  towards  a recon- 
ciliation with  the  natives ; they  (till  remained  on 
the  fhore  in  hoftile  poltures,  as  if  determined 
to  oppofe  any  endeavours  we  might  make  to  go 
afhore ; and  yet  it  was  become  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  to  attempt  landing,  as  the  completing  our 
ftock  of  water  would  not  admit  of  any  longer 
delay. 

We  muft  remark,  however,  in  juftice  to  the 
conduit  of  Captain  Clerke,  that  it  was  highly 
probable,  from  the  great  numbers  of  the  iflanders, 
and  from  the  refolution  with  which  they  feemed 
to  expeit  our  approach,  that  an  attack  could  not 
have  been  made  without  danger;  and  that  the 
lofs  of  even  a very  few  men,  might  have  been 
feverely  felt  by  us,  during  the  remainder  of  our 
voyage  ; whereas  the  delaying  to  put  our  menaces 
into  execution,  though,  on  the  one  hand,  it  di- 
minifhed  their  opinion  of  our  valour,  had  the  ef- 
fect of  occafioning  them  to  difperfe  on  the  other. 
For  this  day,  about  twelve  o’clock,  upon  finding 
that  we  perfifted  in  our  inactivity,  great  bodies 
of  them,  after  blowing  their  conchs,  and  ufing 
every  method  of  defiance,  marched  off,  over  the 
hills,  and  never  made  their  appearance  afterwards. 
Thole,  however,  who  remained,  were  not  the 
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leis  daring  and  prefumptuous.  One  of  them  had 
the  iniolence  to  come  within  mufquet-fhot,  a-head 
of  the  Refolution,  and,  after  throwing  feve- 
ral  ftones  at  us,  waved  over  his  head  the  hat 
which  had  belonged  to  Captain  Cook,  while  his 
countrymen  a-lhore  were  exulting  and  encourag- 
ing his  audacity. 

Our  people  were  highly  enraged  at  this  infulr, 
• and  coming  in  a body  on  the  quarter  deck,  begged 
they  might  no  longer  be  obliged  to  put  up  with 
fuch  reiterated  provocations,  and  re,quefted  Mr. 
King  to  endeavour  to  obtain  permifiion  for  them, 
from  Captain  Clerke,  to  take  advantage  of  the 
firft  fair  occafion  of  avenging  the  death  of  their 
much-lamented  Commander.  On  Mr.  King’s 
acquainting  tne  Captain  with  what  was  palling, 
he  ordered  fome  great  guns  to  be  fired  at  the 
illanders  on  Ihore ; and  promifed  the  crew,  that, 
if  they  fhould  be  molefted  at  the  watering-place, 

the  next  day,  they  fhould  then  be  permitted  to 
■ chaftife  them. 

Before  we  could  bring  our  guns  to  bear,  the 
natives  had  fufpefted  our  intentions,  from  the 
buttle  and  agitation  they  obferved  in  the  ttfip; 
and  had  retired  behind  their  houfes  and  walls. 
We  were  confequently  obliged  to  fire,  in  fome 
degree,  at  random  ■,  notwithftanding  which,  our 
fhot  produced  all  the  effedts  we  could  defire. 
For,  in  a fhort  time  afterwards,  we  perceived 
Koah  paddling  towards  us,  with  thegreateft  hafte; 

and 
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and  when  he  arrived,  we  learned,  that  fome  peo- 
ple had  loft  their  lives,  and  among  the  reft  Ma  ~ 
iha-maiha,  a principal  Er.ee  *,  nearly  related  to 
Terreeoboo. 

Not  long  after  Koah’s  arrival,  two  boys  fwam 
off  from  the  moral  towards  our  velfels,  each  armed 
with  a long  ipear  ; and  after  they  had  approach- 
ed pretty  near,  they  began,  in  a very  folemn 
manner,  to  chant  a fong;  the  fubjeft  of  which, 
from  their  frequently  mentioning  the  word  Orono , 
and  pointing  to  the  village  where  Captain  Cook 
had  been  flain,  we  concluded  to  be  the  late  ca- 
lamitous occurrence.  Having  fung  for  near  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  in  a plaintive  ftrain,  during 
all  which  time  they  continued  in  the  water,  they 
repaired  on  board  the  Difcovery,  and  delivered 
up  their  fpears  ■,  and,  after  remaining  there  a 
fhort  time,  returned  on  fhore.  We  could  never 
learn  who  fent  them,  or  what  was  the  obj.ed  of 
this  ceremony. 

During  the  night,  we  took  the  ufual  precautions 
for  the  fecurity  of  the  Chips  and,  as  foon  as  it 
was  dark,  the  two  natives,  who  had  vilited  us 
the  preceding  evening,  came  off  to  us  again. 
They  allured  us,  that  though  the  effe&s  of  our 

v 

* In  the  language  of  thefe  iflands,  the  word  matte  is  ge- 
nerally ufed  either  to  exprefs  killing  or  wounding ; and  we 
were  afterwards  informed,  that  this  chief  had  only  received 

a trifling  blow  on  the  face,  from  a done  which  had  been 
ilruck  by  one  of  our  balls. 

0.4  great 


A voyage  to  the 


132 

great  guns,  this  afternoon,  had  greatly  alarmed 
the  chiefs,  they  had  by  no  means  relinquifhed 
their  hoftile  intentions,  and  they  advifed  us  to  be 
on  pur  guard. 

The  following  morning,  which  was  the  17th, 
the  boats  of  both  fhips  were  difpatched  afhore  to 
procure  water;  and  the  Difcovery  was  warped 
clofe  to  the  beach,  in  order  to  protect  the  perfons 
employed  in  that  fervice.  We  foon  found  that 
the  intelligence  which  had  been  fent  us  by  the 
priefts,  was  not  deftitute  of  foundation,  and  that 
the  iflanders  were  determined  to  negledt  no  op- 
portunity of  annoying  us,  when  it  could  be  done 
without  much  hazard. 

The  villages,  throughout  this  whole  clufler  of 
iflands,  are,  for  the  mod:  part,  fituated  near  the 
fea;  and  the  adjacent  ground  is  enclofed  with 
ftone  walls,  of  the  height  of  about  three  feet. 
Thefe,  we  at  fir  ft  fuppofed,  were  defigned  for  the 
divifion  of  property  ; but  we  now  difcovered  that 
they  ferved  for  a defence  againft  invafion,  for 
which  purpofe  they  were,  perhaps,  chiefly  in- 
tended. They  confifl  of  loofe  (tones,  and  the  na- 
tives are  very  dexterous  in  fhifting  them,  with 
great  quicknefs,  to  fuch  particular  fituations,  as 
the  direction  of  the  attack  may  occafionally  re- 
quire. In  the  Tides  of  the  mountain,  that  ftiands 
near  the  bay,  they  have  likewife  holes,  or  caves* 
pf  confiderable  depth,  whofe  entrance  is  lecured 
by  a fence  of  a fimilar  kind.  From  behind  both 
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thefe  ftations,  the  iflanders  perpetually  harraiTed 
our  watering  party  with  ftones ; nor  could  the  in- 
confiderahle  force  we  had  on  fhore,  with  the  ad~ 
vantage  of  mufquets,  compel  them  to  retreat. 
Thus  oppofed,  our  people  were  fo  occupied  in 
attending  to  their  own  fafety,  that,  during  the 
whole  forenoon,  they  filled  only  one  ton  of  wa- 
ter. It  being  therefore  impoflible  for  them  to 
perform  this  fervice,  till  their  afiailants  were 
driven  to  a greater  diftance,  the  Difcovery  was 
ordered  to  difiodge  the  enemy  with  her  great  guns  j 
which  being  acco.mp.lifhed  by  means  of  a fewdif- 
charges,  the  men  landed  without  moleftation. 

The  natives,  however,  made  their  appearance 
again,  foon  afterwards,  ;in  their  ufual  method  of 
attack  ; and  it  was  now  deemed  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  to.  burn  down  fome  draggling  huts,  near  the 
wall  behind  which  they  had  flickered  themfelves. 
In  executing  the  orders  that  were  given  for  that 
purpofe,  our  people  were  hurried  into  a<5ts  of  un- 
neceflary  devaftation  and  cruelty.  Some  allow- 
ance ought  certainly  to  be  made  for  their  refent- 
ment  of  the  repeated  infults,  and  contemptuous 
behaviour  of  the  iflanders,  and  for  their  natural 
dcflre  of  revenging  the  death  of  their  beloved  and 
Tefpedled  Commander.  But,  at  the  fame  time, 
their  conduct  ftrongly  evinced,  that  the  grcatefl: 
precaution  is  requifite  in  trufting,  even  for  a mo- 
ment, the  difcretionary  ufe  of  arms,  in  the  hands 
of  private  foldiers,  or  fcamen,  on  fuch  occafions. 

The 
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The  driCtnefs  of  difcipline,  and  the  habits  of 
obedience,  by  which  their  force  is  kept  directed 
to  fuitable  objeCts,  lead  them  to  conceive,  that 
whenever  they  have  the  power,  they  have  like- 
wife  a right  to  perform.  ACtual  difobedience 
being  almoft  the  only  crime  for  which  they  expert 
to  receive  punifhment,  they  are  apt  to  confider 
it  as  the  foie  meafure  of  right  and  wrong;  and 
hence  they  are  too  ready  to  conclude,  that  what 
they  can  do  with  impunity,  they  may  alfo  do  con- 
fidently with  honour  and  judice;  fo  that  the 
feelings  of  humanity,  and  that  generofity  towards 
an  unrefiding  enemy,  which,  at  other  times,  is 
a ftriking  didinCtion  of  brave  men,  become  but 
feeble  reftraints  to  the  exercife  of  violence,  when 
fet  in  oppofition  to  the  defire  they  naturally  have 
of  fhewing  their  own  power  and  independence. 

It  has  been  before  obferved,  that  directions  had 
been  given  to  burn  only  a few  draggling  houfes, 
which  afforded  fhelter  to  the  idanders.  We  were 
therefore  greatly  furprifed  on  perceiving  the  whole 
village  in  dames ; and  before  a boat,  that  was 
fent  to  dop  the  progrefs  of  the  mifchief,  could 
reach  the  land,  the  habitations  of  our  old  and 
condant  friends,  the  prieds,  were  all  on  fire.  Mr. 
King  had,  therefore,  great  rea/on  to  lament  the 
illnefs  that  confined  him  on  board  this  day.  The 
prieds  had  always  been  under  his  protection  ; and, 
unfortunately,  the  officers  then  on  duty  having 
feldom  been  on  fliore  at  the  rnoraij  were  but  lit- 
tle 
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tie  acquainted  with  the  circumftances  of  the  place. 
Had  he  been  prefent  himfelf,  he  might,  in  all 
probability,  have  been  the  means  of  preferving 
their  little  fociety  from  deftru&ion. 

In  efcaping  from  the  flames,  feveral  of  the 
inhabitants  were  fhot ; and  our  people  cut  off  the 
heads  of  two  of  them,  and  brought  them  on  board. 
The  fate  of  one  unhappy  native  was  much  la- 
mented by  all  of  us.  As  he  was  repairing  to  the 
well  for  water,  he  was  fhot  at  by  one  of  the 
marines.  The  ball  happened  to  ftrike  his  cali- 
bafh,  which  he  inffantly  threw  from  him,  and 
ran  off.  He  was  purfued  into  one  of  the  caves 
above-mentioned,  and  no  lion  could  have  defend- 
ed his  den  with  greater  bravery  and  fiercenefs; 
till  at  length,  after  he  had  found  means  to  keep 
two  of  our  people  at  bay  for  a confiderable  time, 
he  expired,  covered  with  wounds.  This  accident 
flrft  brought  us  acquainted  with  the  ufe  to  which 
thefe  caverns  are  applied. 

About  this  time  a man,  advanced  in  years,  was 
taken  prilbner,  bound,  and  conveyed  on  board 
the  Refolution,  in  the  fame  boat,  with  the  heads 
of  his  two  countrymen.  We  never  obferved 
horror  To  ftrongly  portrayed,  as  in  the  face  of 
this  perfon,  nor  fo  violent  a tranfition  to  im- 
moderate joy,  as  when  he  was  untied,  and  given 
to  underhand,  that  he  might  depart  in  fafety.  He 
frewed  us  that  he  was  not  deficient  in  gratitude. 
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as  he  not  only  often  returned  afterwards  with  pre- 
fents  of  provifions,  but  alio  did  us  other  fervices. 

In  a fhort  time  after  the  deftruftion  of  the  vil- 
lage, we  faw,  coming  down  the  hill,  a man,  ac- 
companied by  fifteen  or  twenty  boys,  who  held 
in  their  hands  pieces  of  white  cloth,  plantains, 
green  boughs,  &c.  It  happened  that  this  pacific 
embafly,  as  loon  as  they  were  within  reach,  re- 
ceived the  fire  of  a party  of  our  men.  This, 
however,  did  not  deter  them  from  continuing 
their  proceffion,  and  the  officer  on  duty  came  up, 
in  time,  to  prevent  a fecond  difeharge.  As  they 
made  a nearer  approach,  the  principal  perfon 
proved  to  be  our  friend  Kaireekeea,  who  had  fled 
when  our  people  firft  fet  fire  to  the  village,  and 
had  now  returned,  and  exprefled  his  defire  of  be- 
ing fent  on  board  the  Refolution. 

On  his  arrival  we  found  him  extremely  thought- 
ful and  grave.  We  endeavoured  to  convince  him 
of  the  neceffity  there  was  of  fetting  fire  to  the- 
village,  by  which  his  houfe,  and  thoie  of  his 
brethren  were  unintentionally  deftroyed.  He  ex- 
poftulated  with  us  on  our  ingratitude  and  want  of 
friendffiip;  and,  indeed,  it  was  not  till  the  pre- 
fent  moment,  that  we  knew  the  whole  extent  of 
the  injury  that  had  been  done  them.  He  inj 
formed  us,  that,  confiding  in  the  promifes  Mr. 
King  had  made  them,  and  as  well  as  in  the  al- 
'furances  they  had  received  from  the  men,  who> 
had  brought  us  fome  of  Captain  Cook’s  remains,, 
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they  had  not  removed  their  efieCts  back  into  the 
country,  as  the  other  inhabitants  had  done,  but 
had  put  every  valuable  article  of  their  own,  as 
well  as  what  they  had  collected  from  us,  into  a 
houfe  adjoining  to  the  moral,  where  they  had  the 
mortification  to  iee  it  all  fet  on  fire  by  our  people. 
He  had,  on  coming  on  board,  perceived  the 
heads  of  his  two  countrymen  lying  on  deck,  at 
which  he  was  greatly  fhocked,  and  earneftly 
defired  that  they  might  be  thrown  over-board. 
This  requeft,  by  the  directions  of  Captain  Cleike, 
was  immediately  complied  with. 

Our  watering  party  returned  on  board  in  the 
evening,  having  fuftained  no  farther  interruption. 
We  paifed  a difagreeable  night  i the  cries  and 
lamentations  we  heard  from  the  fhore  being  far 
more  dreadful  than  ever.  Our  only  conlolation, 
on  this  occafioji,  arofe  from  the  hopes  that  a re- 
petition of  fuch  feverities  might  not  be  requifite  . 
in  future. 

It  is  remarkable,  that,  amidft  all  thefe  dilturb- 
ances,  the  female  natives,  who  were  on  board,  did 
not  offer  to  leave  us,  or  difeover  any  apprehen* 
fions  either  for  themfelves  or  their  friends  on 
fhore.  They  appeared,  indeed,  fo  perfectly  un- 
concerned, that  fome  of  them,  who  were  on  deck, 
when  the  village  was  in  flames,  feemed  to  admire 
the  fpeCtacle,  and  frequently  exclaimed,  that  it 
was  maitai , or  very  fine. 

The 
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The  next  morning  the  treacherous  Koah  came 
off  to  the  fhips,  as  ufual.  There  being  no  longer 
any  neceffity  for  keeping  terms  with  him,  Mr. 
King  was  allowed  to  treat  him  as  he  thought  pro- 
per. When  he  approached  the  fide  of  the  Re- 
folution,  finging  a fong,  and  offering  a hog,  and 
fome  plantains,  to  Mr.  King,  the  latter  ordered 
him  to  keep  off,  and  cautioned  him  never  to  make 
his  appearance  again  without  the  bones  of  Captain 
Cook,  left  his  life  Ihould  pay  the  forfeit  of  his 
repeated  breach  of  faith.  He  did  not  appear 
much  mortified  with  this  unwelcome  reception, 
but  immediately  returned  on  fhore,  and  joined  a 
party  of  his  countrymen,  who  were  throwing 
ftones  at  our  waterers.  The  body  of  the  young 
man,  who  had  been  killed  the  preceding  day,  was 
found  this  morning  lying  at  the  entrance  of  the 
cave  and  a mat  was  thrown  over  him  by  fome 
of  our  people ; foon  after  which  they  faw  feveral 
of  the  natives  carrying  him  off  on  their  fhoulders, 
and  could  hear  them  chanting,  as  they  marched, 
a mournful  fong. 

The  iflanders  being  at  length  convinced  that  it 
was  not  the  want  of  ability  to  chaftize  them, 
which  had  induced  us  at  firft  to  tolerate  their 
provocations,  defifted  from  molefting  our  people ; 
and,  towards  the  evening,  a chief,  named  Eap- 
po,  who  had  feldom  vi  filed  us,  but  whom  we 
knew  to  be  a man  of  the  firft  diftintftion,  came 
with  prelen ts  from  Terreeoboo  to  lue  for  peace. 

Thele 


pacific  ocean. 


239 


Thefe  prcfents  were  accepted,  and  the  chief  was 
difmiffed  with  the  following  anfwer : That  no 
peace  would  be  granted,  till  the  remains  of 
Captain  Cook  ffiould  be  reftored. 

We  were  informed  by  Eappo,  that  the  flefn  of 
all  the  bones  of  our  people  who  had  been  flain,  as 
well  as  the  bones  of  the  trunks,  had  been  burnt; 
that  the  limb-bones  of  the  marines  had  been  dif- 
tributed  among  the  inferior  chiefs;  and  that  the 
remains  of  Captain  Cook  had  been  difpofed  of  as 
follows : the  head  to  a great  Eree,  called  Kahoo- 
opeou  ; the  hair  to  Maiha-maiha ; and  the  arms, 
legs,  and  thighs,  to  Terreeoboo.  After  it  was 
dark,  many  of  the  natives  came  off  with  various 
forts  of  vegetables ; and  we  alfo  received  from 
Kaireekeea  two  large  prefents  of  the  fame  articles. 

The  next  day  was  principally  employed  in  . 
fending  and  receiving  the  mdTages  that  palled 
between  Captain  Clerke  and  the  old  king.  Eappo 
was  very  urgent,  that  one  of  our  officers  ffiouid 
go  on  ffiore;  and  offered  to  remain  on  board,  in 
the  mean  time,  as  an  hoftage.  This  requeff, 
however,  was  not  complied  with ; and  he  left  us 
with  a promife  of  bringing  the  bones  the  follow- 
ing day.  Our  watering  party,  at  the  beach,  did 
not  meet  with  the  lead  oppofition  from  the 
iflanders;  who,  notwithstanding  our  cautious  be- 
haviour, again  ventured  themfelves  amongft  us 
Without  any  marks  of  diffidence  or  apprehenfion. 

On 
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On  Saturday  the  20th,  early  in  the  morning, 
we  had  the  fatisfa&ion  of  getting  the  fore-malt 
Hepped.  This  operation  was  attended  with  con- 
fiderable  difficulty,  and  fome  danger,  our  ropes 
being  fo  extremely  rotten,  that  the  purchafe  feveral 
times  gave  way. 

This  morning,  between  the  hours  of  ten  and  ; 
eleven,  we  faw  a numerous  body  of  the  natives 
defccnding  the  hill,  which  is  over  the  beach,  in  a 
fort  of  proceffion,  each  man  carrying  on  his 
ffioulders  two  or  three  fugar-canes,  and  fome 
bread-fruit,  plantains,  and  taro,  in  his  hand. 
They  were  preceded  by  two  drummers,  who, 
when  they  reached  the  water- fide,  feated  them- 
felves  by  a white  flag,  and  began  beating  their 
drums,  while  thofe  who  had  followed  them,  ad- 
vanced, one  by  one,  and  depofited  the  prefents 
they  had  brought  with  them  ; after  which  they 
retired  in  the  fame  order.  Soon  afterwards  Eappo 
appeared  in  his  long  feathered  cloak,  bearing 
fomething  with  great  folemnity  in  his  hands;  and 
having  llationed  himfelf  on  a rock,  he  made 
figns  that  a boat  ffiould  be  lent  him. 

Captain  Clerke,  fuppofing  that  the  chief  had 
brought  the  bones  of  Captain  Cook  (which,  in- 
deed, proved  to  be  the  cafe),  went  himfelf  in  the 
pinnace  to  receive  them,  and  ordered  Mr.  King  , 
to  attend  him  in  the  cutter.  When  they  arrived 
at  the  beach,  Eappo,  entering  the  pinnace,  de- 
livered the  bones  to  Captain  Clerke,  wrapped  up 
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In  a great  quantity  of  fine  new  cloth,  and  covered 
with  a fpotted  cloak  of  black  and  white  feathers. 
He  afterwards  attended  our  gentlemen  to  the 
Refolution,  but  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  ac- 
company them  on  board;  being,  perhaps,  from 
a lenfe  of  decency,  unwilling  to  be  prefent  at  the 
opening  of  the  parcel. 

We  found,  in  this  bundle,  both  the  hands  of 
Captain  Cook  entire,  which  were  well  known  to 
us  from  a fear  on  one  of  them,  that  divided  the 
fore  finger  from  the  thumb,  the  whole  length  of 
the  metacarpal  bone ; the  Ikull,  but  with  the 
fcalp  feparated  from  it,  and  the  bones  of  the  face 
wanting;  the  fcalp,  with  the  ears  adhering  to  it, 
and  the  hair  upon  it  cut  fhort ; the  bones  of  both 
the  arms,  with  the  fkin  of  the  fore-arms  hanging 
to  them  ; the  bones  of  the  thighs  and  legs  joined 
together,  but  without  the  feet.  The  ligaments 
of  the  joints  were  obferved  to  be  entire ; and  the 
whole  fhewed  fufficient  marks  of  having  been  in 
the  fire,  except  the  hands,  which  had  the  flefh 
remaining  upon  them,  and  were  cut  in  feveral 
places,  and  crammed  with  fait,  moft  probably 
with  a view  of  preferving  them.  The  fkull  was 
free  from  any  frafture,  but  the  fcalp  had  a cut  in 
the  back  part  of  it.  The  lower  jaw  and  feet,  which 
were  wanting,  had  been  feized,  as  Eappo  in- 
formed us,  by  different  Erees ; and  he  alfo  told 
us,  that  Terreeoboo  was  ufing  every  means  to 
recover  them. 
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Eappo,  and  the  king’s  fon,  came  on  board  the 
next  morning,  and  brought  with  them  not  only 
the  remaining  bones  of  Captain  Cook,  but  like- 
wife  the  barrels  of  his  gun,  his  fhoes,  and  fome 
■other  trifles  which  had  belonged  to  him.  Eappo 
allured  us,  that  Terreeoboo,  Maiha-maiha,  and 
himfelf  were  extremely  defirous  of  peace;  that 
they  had  given  us  the  mod  convincing  proofs  of 
it;  and  that  they  had  been  prevented  from  giving 
it  fooner  by  the  other  chiefs,  many  of  whom 
were  Hill  difaffected  to  us.  He  lamented,  with 
the  moft  lively  lorrow,  the  death  of  fix  chiefs, 
who  had  been  killed  by  our  people;  fome  of  whom, 
he  faid,  were  among  our  bell  friends.  He  in- 
formed us,  that  the  cutter  had  been  taken  away 
by  Pareea’s  people,  probably  in  revenge  for  the 
blow  that  he  had  received ; and  that  it  had  been 
broken  up  the  following  day.  The  arms  of  the 
marines,  which  we  had  alfo  demanded,  had  been 
carried  off,  he  faid,  by  the  populace,  and  were 
irrecoverable. 

Nothing  now  remained,  but  to  perform  the  laft 
folemn  offices  to  our  excellent  Commander. 
Eappo  was  difmifled  with  orders  to  taboo  all.  the 
bay;  and,  in  the  afternoon,  the  bones  iiaving 
been  depofited  in  a coffin,  the  funeral  fervice  was 
read  over  them,  and  they  were  committed  to  the 
deep  with  the  ufual  military  honours.  Our  feel- 
ings, on  this  mournful  occafion.  are  more  eafy 
to  be  conceived  than  exprelfed. 

During 
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During  the  morning  of  the  22d,  not  a canoe 
Was  feen  in  the  bay.  The  taboo , which  Eappo, 
at  our  defire,  had  laid  on  it  the  preceding  day, 
not  being  yet  taken  off.  At  length  that  chief 
came  off  to  us*  We  affured  him,  that  we  were 
now  perfectly  Tatisfied  j and  that,  as  the  Orono 
was  buried,  all  remembrance  of  the  late  unhappy 
tranfa&ions  was  buried  with  him.  We  after- 
wards reqefted  -him  to  take  off  the  taboo , and  to 
make  it  known,  that  the  illanders  might  bring 
provifions  to  us  as  ufual.  The  fhips  were  foon 
furrounded  with  canoes,  and  many  of  the  Erces 
came  on  board,  exprefling  their  grief  at  what  had 
happened,  and  their  fatisfaCtion  at  our  reconci- 
liation. Several  of  our  friends,  who  did  not  fa- 
vour us  with  a viflt,  fent  prefents  of  large  hogs, 
and  other  provifions.  Among  the  reft,  the  old 
treacherous  Koah  came  off  to  us,  but  we  refufed 
him  admittance. 

As  we  were  now  prepared  for  putting  to  lea,* 
Captain Clerke  imagining,  that,  if  the  intelligence 
of  our  proceedings  fhould  reach  the  iftands  to 
leeward  before  us,  it  might  have  a bad  effeCt, 
gave  orders,  that  the  fliips  Ihould  be  unmoored. 
About  eight  in  the  evening,  we  difmiffed  all  the 
natives ; and  Eappo,  and  the  friendly  Kaireekeea, 
took  their  leave  of  us  in  a very  affectionate  man- 
ner. We  immediately  weighed  anchor,  and  ftood 
out  of  Karakakooa  bay.  I he  illanders  were  af- 
fembled  in  great  numbers  on  the  fliore ; and,  as 
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we  patted  along,  received  our  laft  farewels,  with 
every  mark  of  good-will  and  affedtion. 


f 


CHAP.  y. 

Leave  Karakakooa  Bay — In  queft  of  an  Harbour 
on  the  South-Eafi  Side  of  Mowee — Driven  to 
Leezvard  by  the  Current , and  Jlrong  eaflerly 
Winds — Pafs  Pohoorowa — South-weft  Side  of 
Mowee  defcribed — Proceed  to  Woahoo — Phe  north - 
eaft  Coaft  of  Woahoo  defcribed — Difappointed  in 
attempting  to  water — Proceed  to  Atooi — Anchor 
in  Wymoa  Bay — Phe  Natives  not  fo  friendly  as 
before — Phe  watering  Party  guarded  by  Marines 
— Infolence  of  the  Natives , who  demanded  a 
Hatchet  for  every  Cafk  of  Water — Phe  IJlanders 
treat  our  People  with  Contempt — Phey  fteal  Mr. 
King  s Hanger  out  of  his  Hand — Pheir  Infolence 
at  the  Water-fide ■ — Are  fired  at  by  two  Marines 
— -One  of  them  wounded — Vifit  from  the  contend- 
ing Chiefs — Anchor  off  Oneeheow — Departure. 

HAVING  cleared  the  land  about  ten,  we 
flood  to  the  northward,  with  a view  of 
fearching  for  an  harbour,  which  the  natives  had 
often  mentioned,  on  the  fouth-eaft  fide  of  Mo- 
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wee.  We  found  ourfelves,  the  next  morning, 
driven  to  leeward,  by  a fwell  from  the  north- 
eaflj  and  a frefh  gale,  from  the  fame  quarter, 
drove  us  Hill  farther  to  the  weftward.  At  mid- 
night we  tacked,  and  flood  four  hours  to  the 
iouth,  to  keep  clear  of  the  land  ; and,  at  day- 
break, on  the  24th,  we  were  Handing  towards  a 
fmall  barren  ifland,  named  Tahoorowa,  about 
feven  miles  fouth-wefl  of  IVIowee. 

Giving  up  all  profpedl  of  making  a clofer  ex- 
amination of  the  fouth-eafl  parts  of  Mowee,  we 
bore  away,  and  kept  along  the  fouth-eafl  fide  of 
Tahoorowa.  Steering  clofe  round  its  weflern 
extremity,  in  order  to  fetch  the  weft  fide  of  Mo- 
wee, we  fuddenly  fhoaled  our  water,  and  faw  the 
fea  breaking  on  fome  rocks,  almoft  right  a-head. 
We  then  kept  away  about  a league  and  a half, 
and  again  fleered  to  the  northward;  when  we 
flood  fora  paffage  between  Mowee,  and  an  ifland 
named  Ranai.  In  the  afternoon,  the  weather 
was  calm,  with  light  airs  from  the  weft.  We 
flood  to  the  north-north-weft;  but,  obfervino-  a 
fhoal  about  funfet,  and  the  weather  being  unfet- 
tled, we  flood  towards  the  fouth. 

We  had  now  paired  the  fouth-wefl  fide  of  this 
ifland,  without  being  able  to  approach  the  fliore. 
Tins  fide  of  the  ifland  forms  the  fame  diftant 
view  as  the  north-eaft,  as  feen  when  we  returned 
rom  the  north,  in  November,  1778 ; the  hilly 
parts,  connected  by  a W flat  ifthmus,  having, 
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at  the  firft  view,  the  appearance  of  two  feparate 
iflands.  This  deceptive  appearance  continued, 
till  we  were  within  about  ten  leagues  of  the  coaft, 
which,  bending  a great  way  inward,  formed  a 
capacious  bay.  The  wefternmoft  point,  off  which 
the  fhoal  runs  that  we  have  juft  now  mentioned, 
is  rendered  remarkable  by  a fmall  hillock  ; fouth 
of  which  is  a fine  fandy  bay  ; and,  on  the  fhore, 
are  feveral  huts,  with  plenty  of  cocoa-trees  about 
them. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  day,  feveral  of  the  na- 
tives vifited  us,  and  brought  provilions  with  them. 
We  prefently  difcovered,  that  they  had  heard  of 
our  unfortunate  difafters  at  Owhyhee.  1 hey 
were  extremely  anxious  to  be  informed  of  the 
particulars,  from  a woman  who  had  hid  herfelf 
in  the  Refolution,  in  order  to  obtain  a pafiage  to 
Atooi  j making  particular  enquiries  about  Pa- 
reea,  and  fome  other  chiefs  ; and  feeming  much 
agitated  at  the  death  of  Kaneena,  and  his  bro? 
ther.  But,  in  whatever  light  this  bufinefs  might 
have  been  reprefented  by  the  woman,  it  pro- 
duced no  bad  effeft  in  their  behaviour,  which 
was  civil  and  obliging  to  an  extreme. 

During  rhe  night,  the  weather  varied  continu- 

& _ >|j 

ally,  but  on  the  25th,  in  the  morning,  the  wind 
being  at  eaft,  we  fleered  along  the  fouth  fide  of 
Ranai,  till  almoft  noon,  when  we  had  baffling 
winds  and  calms  till  the  evening;  after  which, 
y,c  had  a light  eafterly  breeze,  and  fleered  for  the 
*3  weft 
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weft  of  Morotoi.  The  current,  which  had  fet 
from  the  north-eaft,  ever  fince  we  left  Karaka- 
kooa  bay,  changed  its  direction,  in  the  courfe  of 
this  day,  to  the  fouth-eaft. 

The  wind  was  again  variable  during  the  night ; 
but,  early  in  the  morning  of  the  26th,  it  fettled 
at  eaft;  blowing  fo  frefh,  as  to  oblige  us  to  dou- 
ble-reef the  top-fails.  At  feven,  we  opened  a 
fmall  bay,  diftant  about  two  leagues,  having  a 
fine  Tandy  beach  ; but  not  perceiving  any  appear- 
ance of  frefh  water,  we  endeavoured  to  £ret  to 
the  windward  of  Woahoo,  an  ifland  which  we 
had  feen  in  January,  1778.  We  faw  the  land 
about  two  in  the  afternoon,  bearing  weft  by  north, 
at  the  diftance  of  about  eight  leagues.  We  tack- 
ed, as  foon  as  it  was  dark,  and  again  bore  away 
at  day-light  on  the  27th.  Between  ten  and  ele- 
ven, we  were  about  a league  off  the  fhore,  and 
near  the  middle  of  the  north-eaft  fide  of  the 
ifland. 

To  the  northward,  the  coaftconfifts  of  detach- 
ed hills,  afcending  perpendicularly  from  the  fea; 
the  fides  being  covered  with  wood,  and  the  val- 
ues, between  them,  appearing  to  be  fertile,  and 
well  cultivated.  An  extenfive  bay,  was  obferv- 
abie  to  thefouthward,  bounded,  to  the  fouth-eaft 
by  a low  point  of  land,  covered  with  cocoa-nut 
trees;  ofr  which,  an  infulated  rock  appeared,  at 
the  diftance  of  a mile  from  the  ftiore. 
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The  wind  continuing  to  blow  frefti,  we  were 
unwilling  to  entangle  ourfelves  with  a lee-lhore. 
Inftead  of  attempting,  therefore,  to  examine  the 
bay,  we  hauled  up  and  fteered  in  the  direction  of 
the  coaft.  At  noon,  we  were  about  two  leagues 
from  the  ifland,  and  a-breaft  of  the  north  point 
of  it.  It  is  low  and  flat,  having  a reef  ftretch- 
ing  off  almoft  a mile  and  an  half.  Between  the 
north  point,  and  a head-land  to  the  fouth-weft, 
the  land  bends  inward,  and  feemed  to  promife  a 
good  road.  We  therefore  fteered  along  the  fhore, 
at  about  a mile  diftance.  At  two,  we  were  in- 
duced, by  the  fight  of  a fine  river,  to  anchor  in 
thirteen  fathoms  water.  In  the  afternoon,  Mr, 
King  attended  the  two  Captains  on  fliore,  where 
few  of  the  natives  were  to  be  feen,  and  thofe 
principally  women.  The  men,  we  were  inform- 
ed, were  gone  to  Morotoi,  to  fight  Tahyterree; 
but  their  chief,  Perreeoranee,  remained  behind, 
and  would  certainly  attend  us,  as  foon  as  he  was 
informed  of  our  arrival. 

The  water,  to  our  great  difappointment,  had 
a brackilh  tafte^  for  about  two  hundred  yards  up 
the  river  j beyond  which,  however,  it  was  per- 
fectly frefti,  and  was  a delightful  ftream.  Far- 
ther up,  we  came  to  the  conflux  of  two  fmall  ri- 
vulets, branching  off'  to  the  right  and  left  of  a 
{teep  romantic  mountain.  The  banks  qf  the 
river,  and  qll  that  we  faw  of  Woahoo,  are  jn  fine 
cultivation,  and  full  of  villages  j the  face  of  the 
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country  being  alio  remarkably  beautiful  and  pic- 
turefque. 

As  it  would  have  been  a laborious  bufinefs  to 
have  watered  at  this  place,  Mr.  King  was  dif- 
patched  to  fearch  about  the  coaft  to  leeward ; but, 
being  unable  to  land,  on  account  of  a reef  of 
coral,  which  extended  along  the  fhore,  Captain 
Clerke  refolved  to  proceed  immediately  to  Atooi. 
In  the  morning,  about  eight,  we  weighed,  and 
Hood  to  the  northward ; and,  on  the  28th,  at 
day-light,  we  bore  away  for  that  ifland,  and  were 
in  fight  of  it  by  noon.  We  were  off  its  eaftern 
extremity,  which  is  a green  flat  point,  about 
fun-fet. 

It  being  dark,  we  did  not  venture  to  run  for 
the  road  on  the  fouth-weft  fide,  but  lpent  the 
night  in  plying  on  and  off',  and  anchored,  at 
nine  the  next  morning,  in  twenty-five  fathoms 
water.  In  running  down,  from  the  fouth-eaft 
point  of  the  ifland,  we  faw,  in  many  places,  the 
appearance  of  fhoal  water,  at  fome  diftance  from 
the  land. 

Being  anchored  in  our  old  ftation,  feveral  ca- 
noes came  to  vifit  us;  but  it  was  very  obfervable, 
that  there  was  not  that  appearance  of  cordiality 
in  their  manner,  and  complacency  in  their  coun- 
tenances, as  when  we  faw  them  before.  They 
had  no  fooner  got  on  board,  but  one  of  them  in- 
formed us,  that  we  had  communicated  a diforder 
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both  fexes.  He,  at  that  time,  was  afflifted  with 
the  venereal  difeafe,  and  minutely  defcribed  the 
various  fymptoms  which  had  attended  it.  As 
no  appearance  of  that  diforder  had  been  obferved 
amongft  them,  on  our  firft  arrival,  we  were,  it 
is  to  be  feared,  the  authors  of  this  irreparable 
mifchief. 

The  principal  objedl  in  view,  at  this  place, 
was  to  water  the  fhips  with  as  much  expedition 
as  poffible  and  Mr.  King  was  fent  on  fhore  in 
the  afternoon,  with  the  launch  and  pinnace,  laden 
with  cafks.  He  was  accompanied  by  the  gun- 
ner of  the  Refqlution,  who  was  inftrucled  to 
trade  for  fome  provifions ; and  they  were  attend- 
ed by  a guard  of  five  marines.  Multitudes  of 
people  were  collected  upon  the  beach,  by  whom, 
at  firft,  we  were  kindly  received ; but,  after  we 
had  landed  the  cafks,  they  began  to  be  exceed- 
ingly trou  blefome. 

Knowing,  from  experience,  how  difficult  a 
tafk  it  was  to  reprefs  this  difpofition,  without  the 
interpofition  of  their  chiefs,  we  were  forry  to  be 
informed,  that  they  were  all  at  a diftant  part  of 
the  ifland.  . Indeed,  we  both  felt  and  lamented 
the  want  of  their  affiftance;  for  we  could  hardly 
form  a circle,  as  our  prafrice  ufually  was,  for 
the  fafety  and  convenience  of  the  trading  party. 
No  fooner  had  we  taken  this  ftep,  and  polled 
marines  to  keep  off  the  populace,  than  a man 
took  hold  of  the  bayonet  belonging  to  one  of  the 
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foldier’s  mufquets,  and  endeavoured  to  wrench 
it  forcibly  from  his  hand.  Mr.  King  immedi- 
ately advanced  towards  them,  when  the  native 
quitted  his  hold,  and  retired;  but  immediately 
returned,  having  a fpear  in  one  hand,  and  a dag- 
ger in  the  other;  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that 
his  countrymen  could  reitrain  him  from  engag- 
ing with  the  foldier.  This  affray  was  occafioned 
by  the  native’s  having  received,  from  the  foldier, 
a flight  prick  with  his  bayonet,  to  induce  him 
to  keep  without  the  line. 

Our  fituation,  at  this  time,  required  great 
management  and  circumfpedtion ; Mr.  King  ac- 
cordingly enjoined,  that  no  one  fhould  prefume 
to  fire,  or  proceed  to  any  other  a6t  of  violence, 
without  pofitive  commands.  Having  given  thefe 
inftrudtions,  he  was  fummoned  to  the  afliftance 
of  the  watering  party,  where  he  found  the  natives 
in  the  fame  mifehievous  difpofltion.  They  had 
peremptorily  demanded,  for  every  calk  of  water, 
a large  hatchet ; which  not  being  complied  with, 
they  would  not  permit  the  failors  to  roll  them  to 
the  boats. 

As  foon  as  Mr.  King  had  joined  them,  one 
of  the  natives  approached  him,  with  great  infq- 
lence,  and  made  the  fame  demand.  Mr.  King 
told  him,  that,  as  a friend,  he  was  welcome  to  a 
hatchet,  but  he  certainly  would  carry  off  the  wa- 
ter, without  paying  for  it ; and  inflantly  order- 
ed the  pinnace  men  to  proceed  ; at  the  fame 

time 
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time  calling  for  three  marines,  from  the  trading 
party,  to  protecl  them. 

This  becoming  fpirit  fo  far  fucceeded,  as  to 
prevent  any  daring  attempt  to  interrupt  us,  but 
they  flill  perfevered  in  the  mod  teafing  and  in- 
citing behaviour.  Some  of  them,  under  pre- 
tence of  aflifting  the  failors,  in  rolling  the  calks 
towards  the  Ihore,  gave  them  a different  direc- 
tion} others  ftole  the  hats  from  off  our  people’s 
heads,  pulled  them  backward  by  the  fkirts  of  their 
clothes,  and  tripped  up  their  heels ; the  popu- 
lace, during  all  this  time,  fhoutinsr  and  lauo-h- 
ing,  with  a mixture  of  mockery  and  malice. 
They  afterwards  took  an  opportunity  of  ftealing 
the  cooper’s  bucket,  and  forcibly  took  away  his 
bag.  Their  principal  aim,  however,  was  to  pof- 
fefs  themfelves  of  the  mufquets  of  the  marines, 
who  were  continually  complaining  of  their  at- 
tempts to  force  them  from  their  hands.  Though 
they,  in  general,  preferved  a kind  of  deference 
and  refpeft  for  Mr.  King,  yet  they  obliged  him 
to  contribute  his  lhare  towards  their  flock  of 
plunder.  One  of  them  approached  him,  in  a 
familiar  manner,  and  diverted  his  attention, 
whilft  another  feized  his  hanger,  which  he  held 
carelefsly  in  his  hand,  and  ran  away  with  it. 

Such  infolence  was  not  to  be  repelled  by  force. 
Prudence  dictated  that  we  muff  patiently  fubmit 
to  it;  at  the  fame  time,  guarding  againll  its  ef- 
fects as  well  as  we  were  able,  Mr.  King  was, 

how* 
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however,  fomewhat  alarmed,  on  being  foon  after 
informed  by  the  ferjeant  of  marines,  that,  turn- 
ing luddenly  round,  he  faw  a man  behind  him, 
armed  with  a dagger,  in  the  pofition  of  ftriking. 
Though  he  might,  perhaps,  be  miftaken,  in  this 
particular,  our  fituation  was  truly  critical  and 
alarming;  and  the  fmalleft  error,  or  miftake,  on 
our  part,  might  have  been  of  fatal  confequences. 

Our  people  being  feparated  into  three  final! 
parties ; one  filling  cafks  at  the  lake ; another 
rolling  them  to  the  fhore ; and  a third  purchafing 
provifions;  Mr.  King  had  fome  intentions  of 
collefting  them  together,  in  order  to  proteft  the 
performance  of  one  duty  at  a time.  But,  on  due 
reflection,  he  thought  it  more  advifeable  to  let 
them  proceed  as  they  had  begun.  If  a real  at. 
tack  had  been  made,  even  our  whole  force  could 
have  made  but  a poor  refinance.  He  thought, 
on  the  other  hand,  that  fuch  a flep  might  operate 
to  our  difadvantage,  as  being  an  evident  token 
of  our  fears.  Befldes,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  the 
crowd  was  kept  divided,  and  many  of  them  wholly 
occupied  in  bartering. 

The  principal  caufe  of  their  not  attacking  us 
was,  perhaps,  their  dread  of  the  effefts  of°our 
arms  ; and,  as  we  appeared  to  place  fo  much 
confidence  in  this  advantage,  as  to  oppofe  only 
five  marines  to  fuch  a multitude  of  people,  their 
ideas  of  our  fuperiority  mufl  have  been  greatly 
exalted.  It  was  our  bufinefs  to  cherifh  this  opi- 
nion ; 
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nion  ; and,  it  mull:  ever  be  acknowledged,  to  the 
honour  of  the  whole  party,  that  it  was  impof- 
lible  for  any  men  to  behave  better,  in  order  to 
ftrengthen  thefe  impreffions.  Whatever  could 
be  confidered  as  a jeft,  they  received  with  pati- 
ence and  good-nature';  but,  if  they  were  inter- 
rupted by  any  ferious  attempt,  they  oppofed  it 
with  refolute  looks  and  menaces.  At  length,  we 
fo  far  fucceeded,  as  to  get  all  our  calks  to  the 
fea-fide,  without  any  accident  of  confequence. 

While  our  people  were  getting  the  calks  into 
the  launch,  the  inhabitants,  thinking  they  fhould 
have  no  farther  opportunity  of  plundering,  grew 
more  daring  and  infolent.  The  ferjeant  of  ma- 
rines luckily  fuggelted  to  Mr.  King,  the  ad%ran- 
tage  of  fending  off  his  party  firft  into  the  boats, 
by  which  means  the  mufqucts  would  be  taken 
out  of  their  reach;  which,  as  above  related,  were 
the  grand  objeCts  the  inlanders  had  in  view  : and, 
if  they  fhould  happen  to  attack  us,  the  marines 
could  more  effectually  defend  us,  than  if  they 
were  on  fhore. 

Every  thing  was  now  in  the  boats,  and  only 
Mr.  King,  Mr.  Anderfon,  the  gunner,  and  a 
feaman  of  the  boat’s  crew,  remained  on  Ihore. 
The  pinnace  laying  beyond  the  lurf,  which  we 
were  under  a neceflity  of  fwimming  through,  Mr. 
King  ordered  the  other  two  to  make  the  belt  of 
their  way  to  it,  and  told  them  he  would  follow 
them. 
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They  both  refufed  to  comply  with  this  order, 
and  it  became  a matter  of  conteft,  who  fhould 
be  the  la  It  on  Ihore.  Some  hafty  expreflion,  it 
lee  ms,  Mr.  King  had  juft  before  made  ufe  of  to 
the  iailor,  which  he  confidered  as  a reflection  on 
his  courage,  and  excited  his  refentment ; and  the 


old  gunner,  as  a point  of  honour  was  now  ftart- 
ed,  conceived  it  to  be  his  duty  to  take  a part  in 
it.  In  this  whimfical  fttuation,  they,  perhaps, 
might  have  long  remained,  had  not  the  difpute 
been  fettled  by  the  ftones,  which  began  to  fly 
plentifully  about  us,  and  by  the  exclamations  of 


the  people  from  the  boats,  begging  us  to  be  expe- 
dhious,  as  the  natives  were  armed  with  clubs  and 
fpears,  and  purfuing  us  into  the  w'ater.  Mr. 
King  arrived  firft  at  the  pinnace,  and,  perceiv- 
ing Mr.  Anderfon  was  fo  far  behind,  as  not  to  be 
entirely  out  of  danger,  he  ordered  one  mufquet 
to  be  fired;  but,  in  the  hurry  of  executing  his 
orders,  the  marines  fired  two.  The  native!  im- 
mediately ran  away,  leaving  only  one  man  and 
woman  on  the  beach.  The  man  attempted  to 
nfe  feveral  times,  but  was  not  able,  having  been 
wounded  in  the  groin.  The  iflanders,  in  a fliort 
time,  returned ; and,  furrounding  the  wounded 
man,  brandifhed  their  fpears  at  us,  with  an  air  of 
^ehance;  but,  by  the  time  we  reached  the  ffiips, 
feme  perfons  arrived  which  we  fuppofed  to  be 

he  chiefs,  by  whom  they  were  all  driven  from 
the  ihore. 
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Captain  Clerke,  during  our  abfence,  had  been 
under  terrible  apprehenfions  for  our  fafety  ; which 
had  been  confiderably  increafed  by  his  mifunder- 
ftanding  fome  of  the  natives,  with  whom  he  had 
had  fome  converfation  on  board.  The  name  of 
Captain  Cook  being  frequently  mentioned,  ac- 
companied with  circumftantial  defcriptions  of 
death  and  deftru&ion,  he  concluded  that  they 
had  received  intelligence  of  the  unfortunate  events 
at  Owhyhee,  to  which  they  alluded.  But  they 
were  only  endeavouring  to  make  him  underftand, 
what  wars  had  arifen  on  account  of  the  goats, 
which  Captain  Cook  had  left  at  Oneeheow,  and 
that  the  poor  goats  had  been  flaughtered,  during 
the  conteft  for  the  property  of  them.  Captain 
Clerke,  applying  thele  fhocking  reprefentations 
to  our  misfortunes  at  Owhyhee,  and  to  an  indi- 
cation of  revenge,  fixed  his  telefcope  upon  us  the 
whole  time  ; and,  as  foon  as  he  faw  the  fmoke  of 
the  mufquets,  ordered  the  boats  to  be  put  off  to 
our  affiftance. 

On  the  ad  of  March,  being  the  next  day,  Mr.  i 
King  was  again  ordered  on  fhore,  with  the  wa-  ; 
tering  party.  As  we  had  fo  narrowly  efcaped  the 
preceding  day,  Captain  Clerke  augmented  our 
force  from  both  fhips,  and  we  had  a guard  of 
forty  men  under  arms.  This  precaution,  how- 
ever, was  found  to  be  unneceflary;  for  the  beach 
was  left  entirely  to  ourfelves,  and  the  ground, 

extending  from  the  landing-place  to  the  lake,  fa- 
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booed*  Hence  vve  concluded,  that  Tome  of  the 
chiefs  had  vifited  this  quarter;  who,  being  un- 
able to  flay,  had  confiderately  taken  this  flep, 
that  we  might  be  accommodated  with  fafety.  Se- 
veral men  appeared  with  fpears  and  daggers,  on 
the  other  fjde  of  the  river,  but  never  attempted 
to  moled  us.  Their  women  came  over,  and  fear- 
ed themfelves  clofe  by  us,  on  the  banks;  and, 
about  the  middle  of  the  day,  fome  of  the  men 
were  prevailed  on  to  bring  us  hogs  and  roots, 
and  alfo  to  drefs  them  for  us.  When  we  had  left 
the  beach,  they  came  down  to  the  fea-fide,  and 
one  o f them  had  the  audacity  to  throw  a done  at 
us ; but,  as  his  condud  was  highly  cenfured  by 
the  red,  we  did  not  exprefs  any  kind  of  refent- 
ment. 

On  the  3d,  we  completed  our  watering,  with- 
out much  difficulty;  and,  on  returning  to  the 
fhips,  we  were  informed,  that  feveral  chiefs  had 
been  on  board,  and  had  apologized  for  the  con- 
dud of  their  countrymen,  attributing  their  riot- 
ous behaviour  to  the  quarrels  then  fubfiding 
among  the  principal  people  of  the  ifland,  and 
which  had  dedroyed  all  order  and  fubordination. 

The  government  of  Atooi  was  difputed  be- 
tween Toneoneo,  who  had  the  fupreme  power 
when  we  were  there  the  preceding  year,  and  a 
youth  named  Teavee.  By  different  fathers,  they 
are  both  the  grandfons  of  Perreeorannee,  kina  0f 
Woahoo ; who  gave  Atooi  to  the  former,  and 
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Oneeheow  to  the  latter.  The  quarrel  originated 
about  the  goats  which  we  had  left  at  Oneeheow 
the  year  before , they  being  claimed  by  Toneo- 
neo,  as  that  ifland  was  a dependency  of  his.  The 
adherents  of  Teavee  infilling  on  the  right  of  pof- 
feflion,  both  parties  prepared  to  fupport  their 
pretenfions,  and  a battle  enfued  juft  before  our 
arrival,  wherein  Toneoneo  had  been  defeated. 
Toneoneo  was  likely  to  become  more  afFedled  by 
the  confequence  of  this  vidtory,  than  by  the  lofs 
of  the  objedls  in  difpute  ; for  the  mother  of  Tea- 
vee having  married  a fecond  hulband,  who  was  not 
only  a chief  at  Atooi,  but  alfo  at  the  head  of  a 
powerful  fadlion  there,  he  thought  of  embracing 
the  prelent  opportunity  of  driving  Toneoneo  out 
of  the  illand,  that  his  fon-in-law  might  fucceed 
to  the  government.  The  goats,  which  had  in- 
creafed  to  fix,  and  would  probably  have  flocked 
thefe  iflands  in  a few  years,  were  deftroyed  in 
this  conteft. 

On  the  4th  we  were  vifited,  on  board  the  Re- 
folution,  by  the  father-in-law,  the  mother,  and 
the  filler  of  the  young  prince,  who  made  feveral 
furious  prefents  to  Captain  Clerke.  Among  the 
reft,  were  fome  filh- hooks,  which  were  made 
from  the  bones  of  Terreeoboo’s  father,  who  had 
been  killed  in  an  unluccefsful  defcent  upon  Woa- 
hoo.  Alfo  a fly-flap,  from  the  hands  of  the 
prince's  filler,  which  had  a human  bone  for  its 
handle,  and  had  been  given  to  her  by  her  father- 
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in-law,  as  a trophy.  They  were  not  accompani- 
ed by  young  Teavee,  he  being  then  engaged  in 
the  performance  of  fome  religious  rites,  on  ac- 
count of  the  victory  he  had  obtained. 

I h is  day,  and  the  5th  and  6th,  were  employed 
in  completing  the  Difcovery’s  water.  The  car- 
penters were  engaged  in  caulking  the  fhips,’  and 
preparing  for  our  next  cruile.  We  no  longer  re- 
ceived any  moleftation  from  the  natives,&  who 
iupphed  us  plentifully  with  pork  and  vegetables. 

We  were  now  vifited  by  an  Indian,  who  brought 
a piece  of  iron  on  board,  to  be  formed  into  the 
lape  of  a pahooa.  It  was  the  bolt  of  fome  lar»e 
■p  timbers,  but  neither  the  officers  nor  men  coutd 
dilcover  to  what  nation  it  belonged , though, 
from  the  ffiape  of  the  bolt,  and  the  palenefs  oi 
he  iron  they  were  convinced  it  was  not  Eng. 

! fl’-  The>'  ent!uir^  ftriflly  of  the  native  how 
he  came  poffeffed  of  it,  when  he  informed  them 

wh^h  hTd  btakCH  °Ut  °f  3 p!eCC  °f 

w e here  ? “ UP°"  'heir  iDand'  fi»ce 

were  there  in  January,  1778 

We  received  a vifit,  on  the  7th,  from  Tone 
oneo,  at  which  we  were  furprized.  Heal, 
(owager  princefs  was  on  board,  he  could  hardW 
prevailed  on  to  enter  the  ffiip.  When  fh  J 

Mher'  Vlr  ,0'Vering  l0°k  at  «ch 

SedHW^Snfantiapp^-ch 

degree  „f  r k d’  however,  with  fome 

urprize,  that  the  women  proftrated 
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themfelves  before  him,  both  at  his  coming  and 
going  away ; and  all  the  natives  on  board,  treat- 
ed him  with  that  refpecft  which  is  ufually  paid  to 
perfons  of  his  rank.  It  was  fomewhat  remark- 
able, that  a man,  who  was  then  in  a ftate  of  ac- 
tual hoftility  with  Teavee’s  party,  Ihould  venture 
alone  within  the  power  of  his  enemies.  Indeed, 
the  civil  diffenfions,  which  are  frequent  in  all 
the  fouth  fea  iflands,  feem  to  be  conduced  with- 
out much  acrimony ; the  depofed  Governor  ftill 
enjoying  the  rank  of  an  Eree , and  may  put  in 
practice  fuch  means  as  may  arife,  to  regain  the 
confequence  which  he  has  loft. 

At  nine,  in  the  morning  of  the  8th,  we  weigh- 
ed, and  proceeded  towards  Oneeheow,  and  came 
to  anchor  in  twenty  fathoms  water,  at  about  three 
in  the  afternoon,  nearly  on  the  fpot  where  we  an- 
chored in  1778.  With  the  other  anchor,  we 
moored  in  twenty-fix  fathoms 'water.  We  had 
a ftrong  gale  from  the  eaftward  in  the  night,  and, 
the  next  morning,  the  fhip  had  driven  a whole 
cable’s  length,  both  anchors  being  almoft  brought 
a-head  j in  which  fituation  we  were  obliged  to 
continue,  this  and  the  two  following  days. 

The  weather  being  more  moderate  on  the  12th, 
the  Mafter  was  difpatched  to  the  north-weft  fide 
of  the  ifland,  in  fearch  of  a more  commodious 
place  for  anchoring.  In  the  evening,  he  return- 
ed, having  found  a line  bay,  with  good  anchor- 
age, in  eighteen  fathoms  water.  The  points  of 
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the  bay  were  in  the  dire&ion  of  north  by  eaft, 
and  fouth  by  weft.  A fmall  village  was  fituated 
on  the  north  fide  of  the  bay,  to  the  eaftward  of 
which  were  four  wells  of  good  water.  Mr.  Bligh 
went  far  enough  to  the  north  to  convince  hiin- 
felf  that  Oreehoua,  and  Oneeheow,  were  two  fe- 
parate  iftands. 


CHAP.  VI. 

The  Number , Names , and  Situation , of  the  Sand- 
wich IJlands — Extent  of  Qwhyhee , which  is  the 
largeft  of  the  whole  Group — Account  of  its  Dif- 
tridis — Its  Coafts , and  the  adjacent  Country , de- 
fcribed — Snowy  Mountains — Volcanic  Appear- 
ances— Account  of  a Journey  into  the  interior 
Parts  of  Owhyhee — Plantations — Account  of  a 
Hermit — The  Country  cultivated  to  the  greatefi 
Advantage — A remarkable  Cave — Defer  ip  t ion  of 
Mowee — Ranch — Morotoi  — Tahoorowa  — IVoa- 
hoo — At  oof — Oneeheow  — Oreehoua  — T ahoora — 
Climate  of  the  Sandwich  IJles — Winds  Currents 
— Tides — Quadrupeds — Amazing  Supply  of  Pork 
procured  by  us — Birds — Vegetables. 

BEING  now  on  the  point  of  talcing  our  final 
leave  of  the  Sandwich  Ifiands,  we  lhall 
Jiere  give  a general  account  of  their  lituation  and 
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natural  hiftory,  as  well  as  of  the  cuftoms  and 
manners  of  the  natives.  This  will  ferve  as  a 
kind  of  fupplement  to  the  former  defcription, 
which  y/as  the  refult  of  our  firft  vifit  to  thefe 
iflands. 

This  group  is  compofed  of  eleven  iflands,  ex- 
tending in  longitude  from  1990  36',  to  205°  6', 
eaft,  and  in  latitude  from  180  54',  to  220  15' 
north.  Their  names,  according  to  the  natives, 
are,  1.  Owhyhee.  2.  Atooi,  Atowi,  or  Towi; 
which  is  alio  fometimes  called  Kowi.  3.  Woa- 
hoo,  or  Oahoo.  4.  Mowee.  5.  Morotoi,  or 
Morokoi.  6.  Oreehoua,  or  Reehoua.  7.  Mo- 
rotinnee,  or  Morokinnee.  8.  Tahoora.  9.  Ra- 
nai,  or  Oranai.  10.  Oneeheow,  or  Neeheehow. 
11.  Kahowrowee,  or  Tahoorowa.  Thefe  are  all 
inhabited,  except  Tahoora  and  Morotinnee.  Be- 
sides thofe  we  have  enumerated,  we  heard  of 
another  ifland  named  Modoo-papapa,  or  Komo- 
doo-papapa,  fituated  to  the  weft- fouth- welt  of 
Tahoora  i it  is  low  and  fandy,  and  is  vifited 
folely  for  the  purpofe  of  catching  turtle  and  wa- 
ter-fowl. As  we  could  never  learn  that  the  na- 
tives had  knowledge  of  any  other  iflands,  it  is 
mod  probable  that  no  others  exjft  in  their  neigh- 
bourhood. 

Captain  Cook  had  diftinguifhed  this  duller  of 
iflands  by  the  name  of  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  in 
honour  of  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  then  firft  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty,  under  whole  adminiftration  he 
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Had  enriched  Geography  with  fo  many  valuable 
difcoveries;  a tribute  juftly  due  to  that  noble- 
man, for  the  encouragement  and  fupport  which 
thefe  voyages  derived  from  his  power,  and  for 
the  zealous  eagernefs  with  which  he  feconded  the 
views  of  our  illuftrious  navigator. 

Owhyhee,  the  moft  eafterly  of  thefe  iflands, 
and  by  far  the  largeft  of  them  all,  is  of  a trian- 
gular figure,  and  nearly  equilateral.  The  an- 
gular points  conftitute  the  northern,  fouthern, 
and  eaftern  extremities.  The  latitude  of  the 
northern  extreme  is  20°  17'  north,  and  its  longi- 
tude 204°  2'  eafl:  the  fouthern  end  Hands  in  the 
longitude  of  204°  15'  eaft,  and  in  the  latitude  of 
1 8°  54/  north;  and  the  eaftern  extremity  is  in 
the  latitude  of  190  34'  north,  and  in  the  lon- 
gitude of  205°  6'  ealt.  The  circumference  of 
the  whole  ifland  is  about  255  geographical  miles, 
or  293  Englifh  ones.  Its  breadth  is  twenty-four 
leagues  ; and  its  greateft  length,  which  lies  near- 
ly in  a north  and  fouth  direction,  is  twenty-eight 
leagues  and  a half.  It  is  divided  into  fix  ex- 
tenfive  diftridls,  namely,  Akona  and  Koaarra, 
which  are  on  the  weft  fide  j Kaoo  and  Opoona, 
pn  the  fouth-eafti  and  Aheedoo  and  Amakooa, 
on  the  north-eaft. 

A mountain  named  Mouna  Kaab , (or  the  moun- 
tain Kaah)  which  rifes  in  three  peaks,  continu- 
ally coveied  with  fnow,  and  may  be  difcerned  at 
the  diftance  of  forty  leagues,  fcparates  the  dif- 
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tnct  of  Amakooa  from  that  of  Aheedoo.  The 
coaft,  to  the  northward  of  this  mountain,  is 
compofed  of  high  and  abrupt  cliffs,  down  which 
fall  many  beautiful  cafcades  of  water.  We  once 
flatteied  ourfelves  with  the  hopes  of  finding  a 
harbour  round  a bluff  head,  on  a part  of  this 
coaft,  in  the  latitude  of  20°  \o'  north,  and  the 
longitude  of  2040  26'  eaft;  but  after  we  had 
doubled  the  point,  and  were  ftand.ing  clofe  in, 
ve  found  that  it  was  connected,  by  a low  valley, 
with  another  elevated  head  to  the  north  weft  ward. 
-FLe  country  riles  inland  with  a gradual  afeent, 
and  is  intei  looted  by  narrow  deep  glens,  or  rather 
chafms  : it  feemed  to  be  well  cultivated,  and  to 
have  many  villages  fcattered  about  it.  The 
inowy  mountain  above-mentioned  is  very  fteep, 
and  its  lowcft  part  abounds  with  wood. 

i he  coaft  of  Aheedoo  is  of  a moderate  eleva- 
tion ; and  tne  interior  parts  have  the  appearance 
of  being  more  even  than  the  country  towards  the 
north-weft.  We  cruifed  off  thefe  two  diftritts 
lor  near  a month;  and,  whenever  our  diftance 
from  the  ftiore  would  permit,  were  furrounded 
by  canoes  laden  with  refrefliments  of  every  kind. 
On  this  fide  of  the  ifland  we  often  met  with  a 
very  heavy  fea,  and  a great  fwell ; and,  as  there 
was  much  foul  ground  off  the  Ihore,  we  feldom 
made  a nearer  approach  to  the  land  than  two  or 
three  leagues, 
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The  coaft  towards  the  north-eaft  of  Apoona, 
which  conftitutes  the  eaftern  extreme  of  the  ifland, 
is  rather  low  and  flat.  In  the  inland  parts  the 
acclivity  is  very  gradual ; and  the  country  abounds 
with  bread-fruit  and  cocoa-nut  trees.  This  ap- 
peared to  us  to  be  the  fineft  part  of  the  whole 
ifland ; and  we  were  afterwards  informed,  that 
the  king  occafionally  refided  here.  The  hills,  at 
the  fouth-weflern  extremity,  rife  with  fome  abrupt- 
nefs  from  the  fea-fide,  leaving  only  a narrow 
border  of  low  land  towards  the  beach.  The  fides 
of  thefe  hills  were  covered  with  verdure;  but  the 
adjacent  country  feemed  thinly  inhabited. 

When  our  fhips  doubled  the  eafl:  point  of  the 
ifland,  we  had  fight  of  another  fnowy  mountain, 
called  by  the  natives  Mouna  Roa  (or  the  extenfive 
mountain)  which,  during  the  whole  time  we 
were  failing  along  the  fouth-eaflern  fide,  conti- 
nued to  be  a very  confpicuous  objefr.  It  was  flat 
at  the  fummit,  which  was  perpetually  involved 
in  fnow ; and  we  once  obferved  its  fides  alfo 
fiighdy  covered  with  it  for  a confiderable  way 
down.  According  to  the  tropical  line  of  fnow, 
as  determined  by  Monfieur  Condamine,  from  ob- 
fervations  made  on  the  Cordilleras  in  America, 
the  height  of  this  mountain  muft  be,  at  leaft, 
16,020  feet.  It  therefore  exceeds  the  height  of 
the  Pico  de  Teydc,  or  Peak  of  Teneriffe,  by^dSo 
feet,  according  to  the  computation  of  the  Che- 
valier de  Borda,  or  724,  according  to  that  of 
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Dr.  Heberdcn.  The  peaks  of  Mouna  Kaah 
feemed  to  be  of  the  height  of  about  half  a mile; 
and,  as  they  are  wholly  covered  with  fnow,  the 
altitude  of  their  fummits  mult  at  leaft  be  18,400 
feet. 

The  coaft  of  Kaoo  exhibits  a molt  horrid  and 
difmal  profpedt;  the  whole  country  having,  to 
appearance,  undergone  art  entire  change  from 
the  confequences  of  fome  dreadful  convulfion. 
The  ground  is,  in  all  parts,  covered  with  cinders; 
and,  in  many  places,  interfered  with  blackifh 
llreaks,  which  feem  to  mark  the  progrefs  of  a 
lava  that  has  flowed,  not  many  centuries  ago, 
from  Mouna  Roa  to  the  fhore.  The  fouth  pro- 
montory appears  like  the  mere  dregs  of  a volcano. 
The  head-land  confifts  of  broken  and  craggy 
rocks,  terminating  in  acute  points,  and  irregu- 
larly piled  on  each  other.  Notwithftanding  the 
dreary  afpe£t  of  this  part  of  the  ifland,  it  con- 
tains many  villages,  and  is  far  more  populous 
than  the  verdant  mountains  of  Apoona.  Nor  is 
it  difficult  to  account  for  this  circumftance.  Thefe 
iflanders  not  being  pofiefled  of  any  cattle,  have 
no  occafion  for  pafturage ; and  are  therefore  in- 
clined to  prefer  fuch  ground,  as  is  either  more 
conveniently  fituated  for  fiffiing,  or  belt  adapted 
to  the" cultivation  of  plantains  and  yams.  Now 
amidft  thele  ruins,  there  are  many  i'pots  of  rich 
foil,  which  are,  with  great  care,  laid  out  in  plan- 
tations; 
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tations;  and  the  neighbouring  Tea  abounds  with 
excellent  fifti  of  various  kinds. 

Off  this  part  of  the  coaft,  at  lefs  than  a cable’s 
length  from  the  fhore,  we  did  not  ftrike  ground, 
with  one  hundred  and  fixty  fathoms  of  line,  ex- 
cept in  a fmall  bight  to  the  eaft  of  the  fouthern 
point,  where  we  found  from  fifty  to  fifty-eight 
fathoms  of  water,  over  a fandy  bottom.  It  may 
be  proper  to  obferve,  before  we  proceed  to  give 
an  account  of  theweftern  diftri&s,  that  the  whole 
coaft  we  have  defcribed,  from  the  northern  to  the 
fouthern  extreme,  affords  not  a fingle  harbour, 
por  the  leaft  flielter  for  flipping. 

The  fouth-weftern  parts  of  Akona  are  in  a 
condition  fimilar  to  that  of  the  adjoining  diftritft 
of  Kaoo ; but  the  country,  further  towards  the 
north,  has  been  carefully  cultivated,  and  is  ex- 
ceedingly populous.  In  this  divifion  of  the  ifland, 
lies  Karakakooa  Bay,  of  which  we  have  already 
given  a defcription.  Scarce  any  thing  is  feen 
along  the  coaft,  but  the  fragments  of  black  fcorch- 
ed  rocks  3 behind  which,  the  ground,  for  the 
fpace  of  about  two  miles  and  a half,  rifes  gra- 
dually, and  feems  to  have  been  once  covered  with 
loofe  burnt  ftones.  Thefe  have  been  cleared 
away  by  the  inhabitants,  frequently  to  the  depth 
of  three  feet  and  upwards ; and  the  fertility  of 
the  foil  has  amply  repaid  their  labour.  Here 
they  cultivate  in  a rich  afhy  mould,  the  cloth- 
plant  and  fweet  potatoes;  Groves  of  cocoa-nut- 
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trees  are  lcattered  among  the  fields,  which  are 
inclofed  with  done  fences.  On  the  rifing  ground 
beyond  thefe,  they  plant  bread-fruit  trees,  which 
flourifh  with  furprifing  luxuriance. 

The  diftridt  of  Koaarra  extends  from  the  molt 
wefterly  point  to  the  northern  extreme  of  the 
ifland.  The  whole  coaft  between  them  forms  a 
fpacious  bay,  which  is  called  by  the  natives  Toe- 
yah-yah,  and  is  bounded  to  the  northward  by  two 
confpicuous  hills.  Towards  the  bottom  of  this 
bay  there  is  foul,  corally  ground,  that  extends  to 
the  diftance  of  upwards  of  a mile  from  the  fhore, 
without  which  there  is  good  anchorage.  The 
country,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  difcern,  appeared 
to  be  fruitful  and  populous ; but  no  frefh  water 
was  to  be  found.  The  foil  feemed  to  be  of  the 
fame  kind  with  that  of  the  diflridt  of  Kaoo. 

Having  thus  given  an  account  of  the  coafts  of 
the  ifland  of  Owhyhee,  and  the  adjacent  country, 
we  fhall  now  relate  fome  particulars  reipedting 
the  interior  parts,  from  the  information  we  ob- 
tained from  a party,  who  fet  out  on  the  26th  of 
January,  on  an  expedition  up  the  country,  prin- 
cipally with  an  intention  of  reaching  the  fnowy 
mountains.  Having  previously  procured  two  of 
the  iflanders  to  ferve  them  as  guides,  they  quit- 
• ted  the  village  about  four  o’clock  in  the  after- 
noon. Their  courfe  was  eaflerly,  inclining  a lit- 
tle to  the  fouth.  Within  three  or  four  miles  from 
the  bay,  they  found  the  country  as  already  de- 
scribed * 
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icribed  ; but  the  hills  afterwards  rofe  with  a lefs 
gradual  afcent,  which  brought  them  to  fome  ex- 
tenfive  plantations,  confiding  of  the  taro  or  eddy 
r root,  and  fweet  potatoes,  with  plants  of  the  cloth- 
tree.  Both  the  taro  and  the  fweet  potatoes  are 
■here  planted  at  the  diftance  of  four  feet  from  each 
. other.  The  potatoes  are  earthed  up  almoft  to  the 
:top  of  the  {talk,  with  a proper  quantity  of  light 
i mould.  The  taro  is  left  bare  to  the  root,  and 
■ the  mould  round  it  is  put  in  the  form  of  a bafon, 
for  the  purpofe  of  holding  the  rain-water;  this 
root  requiring  a certain  degree  of  moifture.  At 
the  Friendly  and  Society  Ides,  the  taro  was  con- 
ftantly  planted  in  low  and  moift  fituations,  and 
generally  in  thofe  places, where  there  was  the  con- 
veniency  of  a rivulet  to  flood  it.  This  mode  of 
culture  was  confldered  as  abfolutely  neceflary; 
but  we  now  found  that  this  root,  with  the  pre- 
caution before-mentioned,  fucceeds  equally  well 
in  a more  dry  fituation.  It  was,  indeed,  re- 
marked by  all  of  us,  that  the  taro  of  the  Sandwich 
Iflands  was  the  beft  we  had  ever  tailed. 

The  walls,  by  which  thefe  plantations  are 
fcparated  from  each  other,  are  compofed  of  the 
loofe  burnt  ftones,  which  are  met  with  in  clear- 
ing the  ground  ; and,  being  totally  concealed  by 
l"ug<  canes,  that  are  planted  clofe  on  each  fide, 
form  the  moll  beautiful  fences  that  can  be 
imagined. 
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°ur  PSrtV  topped  for  the  night  at  the  fecond 
hut  they  obferved  among  the  plantations,  where 
they  fuppofed  themfelves  to  be  fix  or  feven  miles 
diftant  from  our  Ihips.  The  profped  from  this 
fpot  was  defcribed  by  them  as  very  delightful ; 
they  had  a view  of  our  veffels  in  the  bay  before 
them;  to  the  left  they  faw  a continued  range  of 
villages,  interfperfed  with  groves  of  cocoa-nut- 
trees,  fpreading  along  the  fhore ; a thick  wood 
extending  itfelf  behind  them ; and,  to  the  right, 
a very  confiderable  extent  of  ground,  laid  out 
with  great  regularity  in  well- cultivated  planta- 
tions, difplayed  itfelf  to  their  view.  Near  this 
fpot  the  natives  pointed  out  to  them,  at  a diftance 
from  every  other  dwelling,  the  refidence  of  a 
hermit,  who,  they  faid,  had,  in  the  former  part 
of  his  life,  been  a great  chief  and  warrior,  but 
had  long  ago  retired  from  the  fea-coafl  of  the 
ifland,  and  now  never  quitted  the  environs  of  his 
cottage.  As  they  approached  him,  they  pro- 
fited themfelves,  and  afterwards  prefented  him 
with  fome  provifions.  His  behaviour  was  eafy, 
frank,  and  cheerful.  He  teftified  little  aftonifh- 
ment  at  the  fight  of  our  people,  and  though 
prefled  to  accept  of  fome  European  curiofities,  he 
thought  proper  to  decline  the  offer,  and  foon 
withdrew  to  his  cottage.  Our  party  reprefented 
him  as  by  far  the  mod  aged  perfon  they  had  ever 
feen,  judging  him  to  be,  at  a moderate  computa- 
tion, upwards  of  a hundred  years  of  a°-e. 
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As  our  people  had  fuppofed  that  the  mountain 
was  not  more  than  ten  or  a dozen  miles  diftant 
from  the  bay,  and  confequently  expected  to  reach 
it  with  eafe  early  the  following  morning,  they 
were  now  greatly  furprifed  to  find  the  diftance 
fcarce  perceivably  diminilhed.  This  circum- 
ftance,  with  the  uninhabited  ftate  of  the  country, 
which  they  were  on  the  point  of  entering,  render- 
ing it  necefiary  to  provide  a fupply  of  provifions, 
they  difpatched  one  of  their  conductors  back  to 
the  village  for  that  purpofe.  Whilft  they  waited 
-his  return,  they  were  joined  by  feveral  of  Kaoo’s 
Servants,  whom  that  generous  old  man  had  fent 
after  them,  loaded  with  refreshments,  and  fully 
authorized,  as  their  route  lay  through  his  grounds, 
to  demand,  and  take  away  with  them  whatever 
they  might  want. 

Great  was  the  furprife  of  our  travellers,  on 
finding  the  cold  here  fo  intenfe.  But,  as  they 
had  no  thermometer  With  them,  they  could  only 
form  their  judgment  of  it  from  their  feelings; 
which,  from  the  warm  atmofphere  they  had  quit- 
ted, mull  have  been  a very  fallacious  method  of 
judging.  They  found  it,  however,  fo  cold,  that 
they  could  fcarce  get  any  fleep,  and  the  iflanders 
could  not  Deep  at  all ; both  parties  being  dis- 
turbed, during  the  whole  night,  by  continual 
coughing.  As  they,  at  this  time,  could  not  be 
at  any  very  great  height,  their  diftance  from  the 
fea  being  no  more  than  fix  or  feven  miles,  and 
* part 
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part  of  the  road  on  a very  moderate  afcent,  this 
uncommon  degree  of  cold  mull  be  attributed  to 
the  eafterly  wind  blowing  frefh  over  the  fnowy 
mountains. 

They  proceeded  on  their  journey  early  the  next 
morning,  and  filled  their  calibafhes  at  a well  of 
excellent  watei,  fituate  about  half  a mile  from 
theii  hut.  After  they  had  palled  the  plantations, 
they  ariived  at  a thick  wood,  which  they  entered 
by  a path  that  had  been  made  for  the  convenience 
01  the  iflanders,  who  frequently  repair  thither  for 
the  purpofe  of  patching  birds,  as  well  as  procur- 
ing the  wild  or  horfe-plantain.  Their  progrels 
now  became  extremely  flow,  and  was  attended 
with  great  labour  ; for  the  ground  was  either 
fwampy,  or  covered  with  large  Hones;  the  path, 
narrow,  and  often  interrupted  by  trees  lying  a- 
crols  it,  which  they  were  obliged  to  climb  over, 
as  the  thicknefs  of  the  underwood,  on  each  fide, 
rendered  it  impracticable  to  pafs  round  them. 
They  faw,  in  thefe  woods,  pieces  of  white  cloth 
fixed  on  poles,  at  fmall  dillances,  which  they 
imagined  were  land-marks  for  the  divifion  of  pro 
perty,  as  they  only  obferved  them  where  the  wild 
plantains  grew.  The  trees  were  of  the  fame  kind 
with  the  fpice-tree  of  New  Holland;  they  were 
ftraight  and  lofty,  and  their  circumference  was 
from  two  to  four  feet. 

Our  party  having  advanced  nine  or  ten  miles 
in  the  wood,  had  the  mortification  of  finding 
6 ■ them- 
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themfelves,  fuddenly,  within  fight  of  the  fea, 
and  not  very  far  from  it;  the  path  having  turned 
off  imperceptibly  to  the  fouth,  and  carried  them 
to  the  right  of  the  mountain,  which  it  was  their 
intention  to  reach.  Their  difappointment  was 
confiderably  heightened  by  the  uncertainty  under 
which  they  now  were  with  refpeil  to  its  true  bear- 
ings, as  they  could  not,  at  prefent,  gain  a view 
of  it  from  the  top  of  the  higheft  trees.  They, 
therefore,  thought  proper  to  walk  back  fix  or 
fevcn  miles  to  an  unoccupied  hut,  where  they 
had  left  two  of  their  own  people,  and  three  of  the 
natives,  with  the  fmall  remnant  of  their  provi- 
fions.  Here  they  paffed  the  fecond  night,  during 
which  the  air  was  fo  extremely  fharp,  that,  by 
the  morning,  their  guides  were  all  gone  off,  ex- 
cept one. 


Being  now  in  want  of  provifions,  which  laid 
them  under  a neceffity  of  returning  to  fome  of 
the  cultivated  parts  of  the  ifland,  they  left  the 
wood  by  the  fame  path  by  which  they  had  enter- 
ed it.  When  they  arrived  at  the  plantations, 
they  were  furrounded  by  the  iflanders,  from  whom 
they  purchafed  a frefh  fupply  of  neceffaries ; and 
prevailed  upon  two  of  them  to  accompany  them 
as  guides,  in  the  room  of  thole  who  had  gone  a- 
way.  Having  procured  the  bell  information  they 
could  poffibly  obtain,  with  regard  to  the  direction 
of  their  road,  the  party,  who  were  now  nine  in 
number,  marched  for  about  half  a dozen  miles 
Vol,  III,  n 17.  1 along 
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along  the  Herts  of  the  wood,  and  then  entered  iu 
again  by  a path  leading  towards  the  call.  They 
paffed,  for  the  find  three  miles,  through  a foreft 
of  lofty  fpice-trees,  which  grew  on  a rich  loam. 

At  the  back  of  thefe  trees  they  met  with  an  equal 
extent  of  low  fhrubby  trees,  together  with  a con- 
iiderable  quantity  of  thick  under-wood,  upon  a 
bottom  of  loofe  burnt  ftones.  This  led  them  to 
another  foreft  of  fpice-trees,  and  the  fame  rich 
browftiih  foil,  which  was  again  fucceeded  .by  a 
barren  ridge  of  a ftmilar  kind  with  the  former. 
Thefe  ridges,  as  far  as  they  could  be  feen,  ap- 
peared to  run  parallel  with  the  fea-ftiore,  and  to 
have  Mouna  Roa  for  their  centre. 

As  they  pafled  through  the  woods  they  found 
many  unfinifhed  canoes,  and  huts  in  feveral  C 
places ; but  they  faw  none  of  the  inhabitants. 
After  they  had  penetrated  almoft  three  miles  into 
the  lecond  wood,  they  arrived  at  two  huts,  where 
they  flopped,  being  greatly  fatigued  with  the 
day’s  journey,  in  the  courfe  of  which  they  had  ’ 
walked,  according  to  their  own-  computation,  at 
lead  twenty  miles.  Having  found  no  fprings  i 
from  the  time  they  quitted  the  plantations,  they  3 
had  greatly  buffered  from  the  violence  of  their 
third  j in  confequence  of  which  they  were  obliged,  ' 
before  the  evening  came  on,  to  feparate  into 
fmall  parties,  and  go  in  queft  of  water.  They,  " 
at  laft,  met  with  fome  that  had  been  left  by  rain 
in  the  bottom  of  a half-finiflied  canoe;  which, 

though- 
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though  of  a reddifh  colour,  was  by  no  rticans  un- 
welcome to  them. 

During  the  night,  the  cold  was  more  intenfe 
than  before ; and  though  they  had  taken  care  to 
wrap  themfelves  up  in  mats  and  clothes  of  the 
country,  and  to  keep  a large  fire  between  the  two 
huts,  they  could  get  but  very  little  fieep,  and 
were  under  the  neceflity  of  walking  about  for  the 
greateft  part  of  the  night.  Their  elevation  was 
now,  in  all  probability,  pretty  confiderable,  as 
the  ground,  over  which  their  journey  lay*  had 
been  generally  on  the  afcent. 

The  next  morning,  which  was  the  29th,  they 
fet  out  early,  with  an  intention  of  making  their 
laid  and  greateft  effort  to  reach  the  fnowy  moun- 
tain ; but  their  fpirits  were  cortfiderably  depref- 
fed,  on  finding  that  the  miferable  pittance  of  wa- 
ter, which  they  had  difcovered  the  preceding 
night,  was  expended.  The  path,  which  reached 
no  farther  than  where  canoes  had  been  built,  be- 
ing now  terminated,  they  were  obliged  to  make 
their  wray  as  well  as  they  could  5 frequently  climb- 
ing up  into  the  molt  lofty  trees,  to  explore  the 
furrounding  country.  They  arrived,  about  ele- 
ven o’clock,  at  a ridge  of  burnt  ftones,  from  the 
top  of  which  they  had  a profpedt  of  the  Mouna 
Roa,  which  then  appeared  to  be  at  the  diftance 
of  between  twelve  and  fourteen  miles  from  them. 

They  now  entered  into  a confutation,  whe- 
ther they  iliould  proceed  any  further,  or  reft 
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contented  with  the  view  they  now  had  of  the 
fnowy  mountain.  Since  the  path  had  ceafed, 
their  road  had  become  highly  fatiguing,  and  was 
growing  fbill  more  fo,  every  ftep  they  advanced, 
d he  ground  was  almoft  every  where  broken  into 
deep  fi  flu  res,  which,  being  (lightly  covered  with 
mofs,  made  them  ftumble  almoft  continually  ; 
and  the  intervening  fpace  confided  of  a furface 
of  loofe  burnt  (tones,  which  broke  under  their 
feet.  Into  fome  of  thefe  fifiures  they  threw 
(tones,  which  feemed,  from  the  noife  thev  made, 
to  fall  to  a confiderable  depth ; and  the  ground 
founded  hollow  as  they  walked  upon  it.  Befides 
thefe  circumftances,  which  difcouraged  them  from 
proceeding,  they  found  their  conductors  fo  averfe 
to  going  on,  that  they  had  reafon  to  think  they 
would  not  be  prevailed  on  to  remain  out  another 
night.  They,  therefore,  at  length  came  to  a 
determination  of  returning  to  the  (hips,  after 
taking  a furvey  of  the  country  from  the  higheft 
trees  they  could  find.  From  this  elevation,  they 
perceived  themfelves  furrounded  with  wood  to- 
wards the  fea;  they  were  unable  to  diftinguifti, 
in  the  horizon,  the  (Icy  from  the  water ; and  be- 
twixt them  and  the  fnowy  mountain,  was  a val- 
ley of  about  eight  miles  in  breadth. 

The  travellers  pafled  this  night  at  a hut  in  the 
fecond  foreft;  and  the  following  day,  before  noon, 
they  had  pafled  the  firft  wood,  and  found  them- 
felves  nine  or  ten  miles  to  the  north-eaft  of  the 
6 (hips. 
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ihips,  towards  which,  they  marched  through  the 
plantations.  As  they  walked  along,  they  did 
not  oblerve  a ipot  of  ground,  than  was  fufcep- 
tible  of  improvement,  left  unplanted;  and,  in- 
deed, the  country,  from  their  account,  could 
fcarcely  be  cultivated  to  greater  advantage  for 
the  purpofes  of  the  natives. 

They  were  furprifed  at  feeing  feveral  fields  of 
hay;  and,  upon  their  enquiry,  to  what  particu- 
lar ule  it  was  applied,  they  were  informed,  that 
it  was  intended  to  cover  the  grounds  where  the 
young  taro  grew,  in  order  to  preferve  them  from 
being  fcorched  by  the  rays  of  the  fun.  They  ob- 
ierved,  among  the  plantations,  a few  huts  fcat- 
tered  about,  which  afforded  occafional  fhelter  to 
the  labourers  : but  they  did  not  fee  any  villages 
at  a greater  diftance  from  the  fea  than  four  or 
five  miles.  Near  one  of  them,  which  was  fitu- 
ated  about  four  miles  from  the  bay,  they  difco- 
vered  a cave,  forty  fathoms  in  length,  three  in 
breadth,  and  of  the  fame  height.  It  was  open 
at  each  end;  its  fides  were  fiuted,  as  if  wrought 
■with  a chifiel  and  the  furface  was  glazed  over, 
perhaps  by  the  aftion  of  fire. 

Having  thus  related  the  principal  circumftances 
that  occurred  in  the  expedition  to  the  fnowy 
■ mountain  at  Owhyhee,  we  fhall  now  proceed  to 
i defcribe  the  other  ifiands  of  this  groupe. 

That  which  is  next  in  fize,  and  neareft  in  fitu- 
3 arion  to  Owhyhee,  is  Mowee.  It  Hands  at  the 
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diftance  of  eight  leagues  north-north-weft  from 
Owhyhee,  and  is  one  hundred  and  forty  geogra- 
phical miles  in  circuit.  It  is  divided  by  a low 
ifthmus  into  two  circular  peninfulas,  of  which 
that  to  the  eaftward  is  named  Whamadooa,  and 
is  twice  as  large  as  that  to  the  weft,  called  O- 
whyrookoo.  The  mountains  in  both  rife  to  a 
very  great  height,  as  we  were  able  to  fee  them 
at  the  diftance  of  above  thirty  leagues.  The 
northern  Ihores,  like  thofe  of  the  ifle  of  Owhy- 
hee, afford  no  foundings  ; and  the  country  bears 
the  fame  afpeft  of  fertility  and  verdure.  The 
eaft  point  of  Mowee  is  in  the  latitude  of  5 0*8 
north,  and  in  the  longitude  of  204"  4/  eaft. 

To  the  fouthward,  between  Mowee  and  the 
adjacent  illands,  we  found  regular  depths  with 
one  hundred  and  fifty  fathoms,  over  a bottom  of 
fand.  From  the  weffern  point,  which  is  rather 
low,  runs  a fhoal,  extending  towards  the  ifland 
of  Ranai,  to  a confiderable  diftance ; and  to  the 
fouth  of  this,  is  an  extenfive  bay,  with  a fandy 
beach,  fhad'ed  with  cocoa-trees.  It  is  not  impro- 
bable, that  good  anchorage  might  be  met  with 
here,  with  fir  el  ter  from  the  prevailing  winds; 
and  that  the  beach  affords  a commodious  land- 
ing-place. The  country  further  back  is  very  ro- 
mantic in  its  appearance.  The  hills  rife  almoft  j 
perpendicularly,  exhibiting  a variety  of  peaked 
forms;  and  their  fteep  fides,  as  well  as  five  deep 
ghaftps  between  them,  are  covered  with  trees, 
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among  which  .thole  of  the  bread-fruit  principally 
abound.  The  fummits  of  thefe  hills  are  perfe&ly 
bare,  and  of  a reddilh  brown  hue.  The  natives 
informed  us,  that  there  was  a harbour  to  the  fouth 
of  the  eaftern  point,  which  they  aflerted  was  fu- 
perior  to  that  of  Karakakooa ; and  we  alfo  heard 
that  there  was  another  harbour,  named  Keepoo- 
keepoo,  on  the  north-weftern  fide. 

Ranai  is  about  nine  miles  diftant  from  Mowee 
and  Morotoi,  and  is  fituate  to  the  fouth-weft  of 
the  palfage  between  thofe  two  hies.  The  coun- 
try, towards  the  fouth,  is  elevated  and  craggy  j 
but  the  other  parts  of  the  ifland  had  a better  ap- 
pearance, and  feemed  to  be  well  inhabited.  It 
abounds  in  roots,  fuch  as  fweet  potatoes,  taroy 
and  yams  j but  produces  very  few  plantains,  and 
bread-fruit-trees.  The  fouth  point  of  Ranai  is 
in  the  latitude  of  io°  46'  north,  and  in  the  longi- 
tude of  203°  8'  eaft. 

Morotoi  lies  at  the  diftance  of  two  leagues  and 
a half  to  the  weft-north-wefl:  of  Mowee.  Its 
fouth-weftern  coaft,  which  was  the  only  part  of 
itwc  approached,  is  very  low ; but  the  land  be- 
hind rifes  to  a confiderable  elevation ; and,  at 
the  diftance  from  which  we  had  a view  of  it,  ap- 
peared to  be  deflitute  of  wood.  Yams  are  its 
principal  produce  ; and  it  may  probably  contain 
frelh  water.  The  coad,  on  the  fouthern  and 
weftern  fides  of  the  ifland,  forms  feveral  bays, 
that  promife  a tolerable  fhelter  from  the  trade 
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winds.  The  weft  point  of  Morotoi  is  in  the  lon- 
gitude of  202°  46'  eaft,  and  in  the  latitude  of  21* 
l o'  north. 

Tahoorowa  is  a fmall  ifland  fituated  off  the 
fouth-weftern  part  of  Mowee,  from  which  it  is 
nine  miles  diftant.  It  is  deftitute  of  wood,  and 
its  foil  feems  to  be  Tandy  and  unfertile.  Its  lati- 
tude is  200  38'  north,  and  its  longitude  203°  27' 
eaft.  Between  it  and  Mowee  Hands  the  little 
ifland  of  Morrotinnee,  which  has  no  inhabitants. 

Woahoo  lies  about  feven  leagues  to  the  north* 
weft  of  Morotoi,  As  far  as  we  were  enabled  to 
judge,  from  the  appearance  of  the  north-weftern 
and  north-eaftern  parts  (for  we  had  not  an  oppor- 
tunity of  feeing  the  fouthern  fide)  it  is  by  far  the 
fineft  of  all  the  Sandwich  Iflands.  The  verdure 
of  the  hills,  the  variety  of  wood  and  lawn,  and 
fertile  v'ell-cultivated  vallies,  which  the  whole 
face  of  the  country  prefented  to  view,  could  not 
be  exceeded.  Having  already  defcribed  the  bay 
in  which  we  anchored,  formed  by  the  northern 
and  weftern  extremes,  it  remains  for  us  to  obferve, 
that,  in  the  bight  of  the  bay,  to  the  fouthward 
of  our  anchoring-place,  we  met  with  foul  rocky 
ground,  about  two  miles  from  the  ihore.  If  the 
ground  tackling  of  a flip  Ihould  happen  to  be 
weak,  and  the  wind  blow  with  violence  from  the 
north,  to  which  quarter  the  road  is  entirely  open, 
this  circumftance  might  be  attended  with  fome 
degree  ol  danger ; bur,  .provided  the  cables  were 
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good,  there  would  be  no  great  hazard,  as  the 
ground  from  the  anchoring-place,  which  is  op- 
polite  the  valley  through  which  the  rivei  runs, 
to  the  northern  point,  confifts  of  a fine  fand.  The 
latitude  of  our  anchoring-place  is  2i°43'  north, 
and  the  longitude  202°  9'  eaft. 

Atooi  is  about  twenty-five  leagues  to  the  north- 
weft  of  Woahoo.  Towards  the  north-eaft  and 
north-weft,  the  face  of  the  country  is  ragged  and 
broken  ; but,  to  the  fouthward,  it  is  more  even  ; 
the  hills  rife  from  the  fea-fide  with  a gentle  ac- 
clivity, and,  at  a little  diftance  back,  are  cover- 
ed with  wood.  Its  produce  is  the  lame  with  that 
of  the  other  iflands  of  this  clufter;  but  its  inha- 
bitants greatly  excel  the  people  of  all  the  neigh- 
bouring iflands  in  the  management  of  their  plan- 
tations. In  the  low  grounds,  contiguous  to  the 
bay  wherein  we  anchored,  thefe  plantations  were 
regularly  divided  by  deep  ditches  j the  fences 
were  formed  with  a neatnefs  approaching  to  ele- 
gance, and  the  roads  through  them  were  finifhed 
in  fuch  a manner,  as  would  have  reflected  credit 
even  on  an  European  engineer.  The  longitude 
of  Wymoa  Bay,  in  this  iftand,  is  200°  201  eaft, 
and  its  latitude  210  57'  north. 

Oneeheow  is  five  or  fix  leagues  to  the  weftward 
of  Atooi.  Its  eaftern  coaft  is  high,  and  rifes  with 
abruptnefs  from  the  fea  ■,  but  the  other  parts  of 
the  ifland  confill  of  low  ground,  except  a round 
Jftuft'  head  on  tl*e  lbuth-eaftern  point.  It  pro, 
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duces  plenty  of  yams,  and  of  the  fweet  root  called 
tee.  1 he  anchoring-place  at  this  iQand  lies  in  the 
latitude  of  210  50'  north,  and  in  the  longitude 
of  1 990  45y  eaft. 

Oreehoua  and  Tahoora  are  two  little  ifiands, 
fituate  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Oneeheow.  The 
former  is  an  elevated  hummock,  connected  with 
the  northern  extreme  of  Oneeheow,  by  a reef  of 
coral  rocks.  Its  latitude  is  220  2'  north,  and  its 
longitude  199°  52'  call:.  The  latter  ftands  to  the 
fouth-eaft,  and  is  uninhabited:  its  longitude  is 
£99°  36'  eaft,  and  its  latitude  210  43'  north. 

The  climate  of  the  Sandwich  I lies  is,  perhaps, 
rather  more  temperate  than  that  of  the  Weft  India 
ifiands,  which  are  in  the  fame  latitude ; but  the 
difference  is  very  inconfiderable.  The  thermo- 

ft  J 

meter,  on  flaore  near  Karakakooa  Bay,  never  rofe 
to  a greater  height  than  88°,  and  that  but  one 
day  : its  mean  height,  at  twelve  o’clock,  was  83°. 
Its  mean  height  at  noon,  in  Wymoa  Bay,  was 
76°,  and,  when  out  at  fea,  750.  In  the  ifland  of 
Jamaica,  the  mean  height  of  the  thermometer,  at 
twelve  o'clock,  is  about  86°;  at  fea,  8o°. 

Whether  thefe  ifiands  are  fubjeft  to  tire  fame 
violent  winds  and  hurricanes  with  the  Weft  Indies, 
we  could  not  afcertain,  as  we  were  not  here  during 
any  of  the  tempeftuous  months.  However,  as  no 
veftiges  of  their  effects  were  any  where  to  be  feen, 
and  as  the  Handers  gave  us  no  pofitive  teftimony 
of  the.  fad,  it  is  probable,  that,  in  this  particu- 
lar, 
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lar,  they  refemble  the  Friendly  and  Society  Ifles, 
which  are,  in  a great  degree,  free  from  fuch  tre- 
mendous vifitations. 

There  was  a greater  quantity  of  rain,  particu- 
larly in  the  interior  parts,  during  the  four  winter 
months  that  we  continued  among  thefe  iflanders, 
than  commonly  falls  in  the  Weft  Indies  in  the 
dry  feafon.  WTe  generally  obferved  clouds  col- 
lecting round  the  fummits  of  the  hills,  and  pro- 
ducing rain  to  leeward  j but,  after  the  wind  has 
feparated  them  from  the  land,  they  difperfe,  and 
are  loft,  and  others  fupply  their  place.  This  oc- 
curred daily  at  Owhyhee;  the  mountainous  parts 
being  ufually  enveloped  in  a cloud  ; fhowers  fuc- 
cefilvely  falling  in  the  inland  country  5 with  a 
clear  fky,  and  fine  weather,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  fhore. 

The  winds  were,  for  the  moft  part,  from  eaft- 
fouth-eaft  to  north-eaft.  In  the  harbour  of  Kara- 
kakooa  we  had  every  day  and  night  a fea  and  land 
breeze.  The  currents  fometimes  fet  to  windward, 
and  at  other  times  to  leeward,  without  the  lead 
regularity.  They  did  not  feem  to  be  directed  by 
the  winds,  nor.  by  any  other  caufe  that  we  can 
afiign  : they  often  fet  to  windward  againft  a frefh 
breeze. 

The  tides  are  exceedingly  regular,  ebbing  and 
flowing  fix  hours  each.  The  flood-tide  comes 
from  the  eaft,  and,  at  the  full  and  change  of  the 
mcon,  it  is  high-water  at  three  quarters  of  an 
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hour  after  three  o’clock.  Their  greateft  rife  is 
two  feet  feven  inches. 

With  refped  to  the  quadrupeds  of  thefe  iflands, 
they  are  confined  to  three  forts,  namely,  hogs, 
dogs,  and  rats.  The  dogs  are  of  the  fame  fpecies 
with  thofe  we  faw  at  Otaheite,  having  pricked 
ears,  long  backs,  and  fhort  crooked  legs.  We 
did  not  obferve  any  variety  in  them,  except  in 
their  fleins;  fome  being  perfectly  fmooth,  and 
others  having  long  rough  hair.  They  are  about 
as  large  as  a common  turnfpit,  and  feem  to  be 
extremely  fluggifh  in  their  nature ; though  this 
may,  probably,  be  more  owing  to  the  manner  in 
which  they  are  treated,  than  to  their  natural  dif- 
pofition.  They  are  generally  fed  with  the  hogs, 
and  left  to  herd  with  thofe  animals  and  we  do 
not  recoil e£t  a fingle  inftance  of  a dog  being  made 
a companion  here,  as  is  the  cuftom  in  Europe. 
Indeed,  the  praftice  of  eating  them  feems  to  be 
an  infuperable  bar  to  their  being  admitted  into 
fociety  and  as  there  are  no  beads  of  prey,  nor 
objects  of  chace,  in  thefe  iflands,  the  focial  quali- 
ties of  the  dog,  its  attachment,  fidelity,  and 
fagacity,  will,  in  all  probability,  remain  un- 
known to  the  natives. 

It  did  not  appear  that  the  dogs  in  the  Sand- 
wich Iflands  were  near  fo  numerous,  in  propor- 
* tion,  as  at  Otaheite.  Bur,  on  the  other  hand, 
they  have  a much  greater  plenty  of  hogs,  and  the 
breed  is  of.  a larger  kind.  We  procured  from 
x then* 
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them  an  amazing  fupply  of  provifions  of  this  fort. 

! We  were  upwards  of  three  months,  either  cruif- 
ing  off  the  coaft,  or  in  harbour  at  Owhyhee ; 

1 during  all  which  time  the  crews  of  both  fhips  had 
iconftantly  a large  allowance  of  frefh  pork,  info- 
much  that  our  confumption  of  that  article  was 
computed  at  about  fixty  puncheons  of  five  hun- 
dred weight  each.  Befides  this  quantity,  and  the 
extraordinary  wafte,  which,  amidft  fuch  abun-^ 
dance,  could  not  be  entirely  prevented,  fixty 
more  puncheons  were  falted  for  fea  ftore.  The 
greater  part  of  this  fupply  was  drawn  from  the 
ifle  of  Owhyhee  alone ; and  yet  we  did  not  per- 
ceive that  it  was  at  all  exhaufted,  or  even  that  the 
plenty  had  decreafed. 

The  birds  of  thefe  iflands  are  numerous,  though 
the  variety  is  not  great.  Some  of  them  may  vie 
with  thofe  of  any  country  in  point  of  beauty. 
There  are  four  fpecies  that  feem  to  belong  to  the 
trochili , or  honey-fuckers  of  Linnseus.  One  of 
them  is  fomewhat  larger  than  a bullfinch;  its 
colour  is  aglofly  black,  and  the  thighs  and  rump- 
vent  are  of  a deep  yellow.  The  natives  call  it 
hoohoo.  Another  is  of  a very  bright  fcarlet ; its 
wings  are  black,  with  a white  edge,  and  its  tail 
is  black.  It  is  named  eeecve  by  the  inhabitants. 
The  third  is  variegated  with  brown,  yellow,  and 
red,  and  feems  to  be  either  a young  bird,  or  a 
variety  of  the  preceding.  The  fourth  is  entirely 
green,  with  a yellow  tinge,  and  is  called  ckakarcocu 
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There  is  alfo  a finall  bird  of  the  fly-catcher  kind ; 
a ipecies  of  thrufh,  with  a grey i fh  breafl;  and  a 
rail,  with  very  fhort  wings,  and  no  tail.  Ravens 
are  met  with  here,  but  they  are  extremely  fcarcej 
they  are  of  a dark  brown  colour,  inclining  to 
black,  and  their  note  is  different  from  that  of  the 
European  raven. 

We  found  here  two  fmall  birds,  that  were  very 
common,  and  both  of  which  were  of  one  genus. 
One  of  thefe  was  red,  and  was  ufually  obierved 
about  die  cocoa-trees,  from  whence  it  feemed  to 
derive  a conflderable  part  of  its  fubfiftence.  i he 
other  was  of  a green  colour.  Both  had  long 
tongues,  which  were  ciliated,  or  fringed  at  the 
tip.  A bird  with  a yellow  head  was  likewise 
very  common  here : from  the  ftrufture  of  its 
beak,  our  people  called  it  a parroquet : it,  how- 


ever, does  not  belong  to  that  tribe,  but  bears  a 
great  refemblance  to  the  lexici  Jlavicans,  or  yellow7 - 
ifh  crols-bill  of  Linnaeus.  Here  are  alfo  owls, 
curlews,  petrels,  and  gannets;  plovers  of  two 
fpecies,  one  nearly  the  fame  as  our  whiffling 
plover ; a large  white. pigeon;  the  common  water- 
hen  ; and  a long-tailed  bird,  which  is  of  a black 
colour,  and  the  vent  and  feathers  under  the  wings 
yellow. 

The  vegetable  produce  of  the  Sandwich  Ifles 
is  not  very  different  from  that  of  the  other  iflands 
of  the  Pacific  Ocean.  We  have  already  obferved, 
that  the  taro  root,  as  here  cultivated,  was  fuperior 
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to  any  we  had  before  tailed.  The  bread-fruit- 
trees  thrive  here,  not  indeed  in  fuch  abundance 
as  at  Otaheite,  but  they  produce  twice  as  much 
fruit  as  they  do  on  the  rich  plains  of  that  ifland. 
The  trees  are  nearly  of  the  fame  height  j but  the 
branches  fhoot  out  from  the  trunk  confiderably 
lower,  and  with  greater  luxuriance  of  vegetation. 
1 he  fugar-canes  of  thefe  i Hands  grow  to  an  ex- 
traordinary fize.  One  of  them  was  brought  to 
us  at  Atooi,  whofe  circumference  was  eleven 
inches  and  a quarter;  and  it  had  fourteen  feet 
eatable.  At  Oneeheow  we  favv  fome  large  brown 
roots,  from  fix  to  ten  pounds  in  weight,  re- 
fembling  a yam  in  lhape.  The  juice,  of  which 
they  yield  a great  quantity,  is  very  fweet,  and  is 
an  excellent  Juccedanetm  for  fugar.  The  natives 
are  exceedingly  fond  of  it,  and  make  ufe  of  it  as 
an  article  ot  their  common  diet;  and  our  people 
Iikewife  found  it  very  palatable  and  wholefome. 
Not  being  able  to  procure  the  leaves  of  this 
vegetable,  we  CQuld  not  afcertain  to  what  fpecies- 
of  plant  it  belonged ; but  we  fuppofed  it  to  be 
the  root  of  fome  kind  of  fern. 
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C H A P.  VII. 

General  Account  of  the  Sandwich  IJles  continued — 
Origin  of  the  Natives — Their  Perfons  defcrihed — 
Inftances  of  Deformity — Pernicious  Confequences 
arifing  from  the  immoderate  Ufe  of  the  Ava — Po- 
pulation of  thefe  Iflands — Difpofition  and  Manners 
of  the  Inhabitants — Rejlraints  impojed  on  their 
Women  — Their  Ingenuity  and  Docility  — Mr. 
King's  Reafons  for  Juppofing  that  they  are  not 
Cannibals  at  prejent — Methods  of  wearing  their 
Hair — Various  Ornaments — Drefs  of  the  Men — 
Feathered  Cloaks  and  Helmets — Drefs  of  the  Wo- 
men— A beautiful  Kind  of  Ruff  deferibed — Other 
Ornaments — Villages — Houfes — Food  — Occupa- 
tions— Diverfions — Their  Fondnefs  for  Gaming— 
Aflonijhing  Dexterity  in  Swimming — Canoes — 
Arts  and  Manufactures — Mode  of  painting  Cloth 
— Beauty  of  their  Mats — Their  Fifhing-Hooks — 
Cordage — Various  Ufes  of  Gourd-Shells — Salt- 
Pans — Weapons. 

TH  E natives  of  the  Sandwich  Ifles  are  doubt- 
lefs  of  the  fame  extraction  with  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Friendly  and  Society  Iflands,  ofNew- 
Zealand,  the  Marquefas,  and  Eafter  Ifland;  a 
race  which  pojrdTes  all  the  known  lands  between 
the  longitudes  of  167°  and  260°  call,  and  between 

the  latitudes  of  470  foutb,  and  22°  north.  This 
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faff,  extraordinary  as  it  is,  is  not  only  evinced  by 
the  general  reiemblance  of  their  perfons,  and  the 
great  fmiilarity  of  their- manners  andcuftoms,  but 
leems  to  be  eftablifhed,  beyond  all  controverfy, 
by  the  identity  of  their  language.  It  may  not, 
perhaps,  be  very  difficult  to  conjecture,  from 
what  continent  they  originally  emigrated,  and  by 
what  Heps  they  have  diffufed  themfelves  over  fo 
immenfe  a fpace.  They  bear  ftrong  marks  of 
affinity  to  fome  of  the  Indian  tribes,  which  inha- 
bit the  Ladrones  and  Caroline  Ifles  -y  and  the 
fame  affinity  and  refemblance,  may  alfo  be  traced 
among  the  Malays  and  the  Battas.  At  what  par- 
ticular time  thefe  migrations  happened  is  lefs  eafy 
to  afeertain  the  period,  in  all  probability,  was 
not  very  late,  as  they  are  very  populous,  and  have 
no  tradition  refpe&ing  their  own  origin,  but  what 
is  wholly  fabulous ; though,  on  the  other  handj 
the  fimplicity  which  is  Hill  prevalent  in  their 
manners  and  habits  of  life,  and  the  unadulterated 
ftate  of  their  general  language,  feem  to  demon* 
Urate,  that  it  could  not  have  been  at  any  very 
remote  period. 

The  Sandwich  Iflanders,  in  general,  exceed  the 
middle  lize,  and  are  well  made.  They  walk  in 
a very  graceful  manner,  run  with  confiderable 
agility,  and  are  capable  of  enduring  a great  de- 
gree of  fatigue : but,  upon  the  whole,  the  men 
are  inferior,  with  refpedt  to  activity  and  ftrength, 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Friendly  Iflands,  and 
Vol.  III.— N°  17.  U the 
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the  women  are  lefs  delicate  in  the  formation  of 
their  limbs  than  the  Otaheitean  females.  Their 
complexion  is  fomewhat  darker  than  that  of  the 
Otaheiteans  j and  they  are  not  altogether  fo  hand- 
fome  in  their  perfons  as  the  natives  of  the  Society 
Ifles.  Many  of  both  fexes,  however,  had  fine 
open  countenances  * j and  the  women,  in  parti- 
cular, had  white  well-fet  teeth,  good  eyes,  and 
an  engaging  fweetnefs  and  fenfibility  of  look. 

The  hair  of  thefe  people  is  of  a brownilh  black, 
neither  uniformly  curling-,  like  that  of  the  Afri- 
can negroes,  nor  uniformly  ftraight,  as  among 
the  Indians  of  America ; but  varying,  in  this  re- 
fpedt,  like  the  hair  of  Europeans.  There  is  one 
linking  peculiarity  in  the  features  of  every  part 
of  this  great  nation  ; which  is,  that,  even  in  the 
moil  handfome  faces,  there  is  always  obfervable, 
a fulnefs  of  the  noftril,  without  any  flatnefs  or 
fpreading  of  the  nofe,  that- drftinguilhes  them 
From  the  inhabitants  of  Europe.  It  is  not  wholly 
improbable,  that  this  may  be  the  effed  of  their 
cuftomary  method  of  falutation,  which  is  per- 
formed by  preffing  together  the  extremities  of 

their  nofes. 

The  fame  fuperiority  that  we  generally  obferv- 
ed  at  other  ifiands  in  the  perfons  of  the  Ertes , is 
likewife  found  here.  Thofe  that  were  feen  by  us 
were  perfectly  well  formed  ; whereas  the  lower 

* The  annexed  reprefen tation  of  a man  of  the  Sandwich 
Ifles,  Was  taken  from  a portrait  of  our  friend  Kaneeiin. 
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dais  of  people,  befides  their  general  inferiority, 
are  fubjed  to  all  the  variety  of  figure  and  make, 
that  is  met  with  in  the  populace  of  other  parts 
of  the  world. 

There  are  more  frequent  inftances  of  deformity 
nere,  than  in  any  of  the  other  iflands  we  vifitedi 
While  we  were  cruifing  off  Owhyhee,  two  dwarfs 
came  on  board  one  of  whom  was  an  old  man, 
of  the  height  of  four  feet  two  inches,  but  very 
well  proportioned  ; and  the  other  was  a woman* 
nearly  of  the  fame  flature.  W e afterwards  faw, 
among  the  natives,  three  who  were  hump-back- 
ed, and  a young  man  who  had  been  defritute  of 
hands  and  feet,  from  the  very  moment  of  his 
birth.  Squinting  is  alio  common  among  them.; 
and  a man,  who,  they  told  us,  had  been  born 
blind,  was  brought  to  us  for  the  purpofe  of  be^ 
ing  cured.  Befides  thefe  particular  defeds,  they 
are,  in  general,  extremely  fubjed  to  boils  and 
ulcers,  which  fome  of  us  afcribed  to  the  great 
quantity  of  fait  they  ufually  eat  with  their  fi£h  and 
flefh.  Though  the  Frees  are  free  from  thefe 
complaints,  many  of  them  experience  Bill  more 
dreadful  effeds  from  the  too  frequent  ufe  of  the 
cva.  Thofe  who  Were  the  mod  affeded  by  it, 
had  their  eyes  red  and  inflamed,  their  limbs  ema- 
ciated, their  bodies  covered  with  a whitHh  fcurf, 
and  their  whole  frame  trembling  and  paralytic, 
attended  with  a disability  of  raifing  their  heads. 
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1 hough  it  does  not  appear  that  this  drug  uni- 
verfally  fhortens  life,  (for  Terreeoboo,  Kaoo, 
and  feveral  other  chiefs,  were  far  advanced  in 
years)  yet  it  invariably  brings  on  a premature  and 
decrepid  old  age.  It  is  a fortunate  circumftance 
for  the  people,  that  the  ufe  of  it  is  made  a pecu- 
liar privilege  of  the  chiefs.  The  young  fon  of 
Terreeoboo,  who  did  not  exceed  twelve  or  thir- 
teen years  of  age,  frequently  boafted  of  his  be- 
ing admitted  to  drink  ava  and  fhewed  us,  with 
marks  of  exultation,  a fmall  fpot  in  his  fide  that 
was  beginning  to  grow  fcaly. 

When  Captain  Cook  firft  vifited  the  Society 
Ifles,  this  pernicious  drug  was  very  little  known 
among  them.  In  his  fecond  voyage,  he  found 
it  greatly  in  vogue  atUlietea;  but  it  had  dill 
gained  little  ground  at  Otaheite.  During  the  laft 
time  we  were  there,  the  havock  it  had  made  was 
almofl:  incredible,  infomuch  that  Captain  Cook 
fcarce  recognized  many  of  his  former  acquain- 
tances. It  is  alfo  conftantly  drank  by  the  chiefs 
of  the  Friendly  Ides,  but  fo  much  diluted  with 
water,  that  it  fcarcely  produces  any  bad  confe- 
quences.  At  A.tooi,  likewife,  it  is  ufed  with 
great  moderation ; and  the  chiefs  of  that  idand 
are,  on  this  account,  a much  finer  fet  of  men, 
than  thofe  of  the  neighbouring  idands.  It  was 
remarked  by  us,  that,  upon  difcontinuing  the 
ufe  of  this  root,  its  noxious  effe&s  quickly  wore 
off.  We  prevailed  upon  our  friends  Kaoo  and 
i Kairee- 
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Kaireekeea,  to  abftain  from  it ; and  they  reco- 
vered furprifmgly  during  the  ffiort  time  we  after- 
wards remained  among  them. 

To  form  any  probable  conjectures  with  regard 
to  the  population  of  iflands,  with  many  parts  of 
which  we  have  but  an  imperfeCt  acquaintance, 
may  be  thought  highly  difficult.  There  are  two 
circumftances,  however,  which  remove  much  of 
this  obje<5tion.  One  is,  that  the  interior  parts  of 
the  country  are  almofl  entirely  uninhabited  : if, 
therefore,  the  number  of  thofe  who  inhabit  the 
parts  adjoining  to  the  coaft,  be  afeertained,  the 
whole  will  be  determined  with  fome  degree  of  ac- 
curacy. The  other  circumftance  is,  that  there 
are  no  towns  of  any  confiderable  extent,  the 
houfes  of  the  ifianders  being  pretty  equally  fcat- 
tered  in  fmall  villages  round  all  their  coafts.  On 
thefe  grounds  we  ffiall  venture  at  a rough  calcu- 
lation of  the  number  of  perfons  in  this  duller  of 
illands. 

Karakakooa  bay,  in  Owhyhee,  is  about  three 
miles  in  extent,  and  comprehends  four  villages 
of  about  eighty  houfes  each,  upon  an  average, 
in  all  three  hundred  and  twenty  5 belides  many 
haggling  habitations,  which  may  make  the 
whole  amount  to  three  hundred  and  fifty.  If  we 
allow  fix  people  to  each  houfe,  the  country  about 
the  bay  will  then  contain  two  thoufand  one  hun- 
dred perfons.  To  thefe  we  may  add  fifty  fami- 
lies, or  three  hundred  fouls,  which  we  imagine 
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to  be  nearly  the  number  employed  among  the 
plantations  in  the  interior  parts  of  the  ifland} 
making,  in  all,  two  thoufand  four  hundred.  If 
this  number  be  applied  to  the  whole  coaft  round 
•the  ifland,  a quarter  being  dedufted  for  the  un- 
inhabited parts,  it  will  be  found  to  contain  a hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufand  perfons.  The  other  Sand- 
wich Inland's,  by  the  fame  method  of  calculation, 
will  appear  to  contain  the  following  number  of 
■inhabitants : Mowee,  fixty-five  thoufand  four 
hundred j Atooi,  fifty-four  thoufand}  Morotoi, 
thirty-fix  thoufand  } Woahoo,  fixty  thoufand  two 
hundred}  Ranai,  twenty  thoufand  four  hundred  ; 
Oneeheow,  ten  thoufand } and  Oreehoua,  four 
thoufand-  Thefe  numbers,  including  the  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufand  in  Owhyhee,  will  amount 
to  four  hundred  thoufand.  In  this  computation 
•we  have  by  no  means  exceeded  the  truth  in  the 
total  amount. 

It  muff  be  acknowledged,  notwithftanding  the 
great  lofs  we  fuftained  from  the  fuddeq  refen  t- 
ment  and  violence  of  thefe  iflanders,  that  they 
are  of  a very  mild  and  affectionate  difpofition, 
equally  remote  from  the  diftant  gravity  and  re- 
ferve  of  the  natives  of  the  Friendly  Ifies,  and  the 
extreme  volatility  of  the  Otaheiteans.  They  feem 
to  live  in  the  greatefl:  friendihip  and  harmony 
with  pach  other.  Thofe  women  who  had  chil- 
dren, {hewed  4 remarkable  affeCtion  for  them, 
and  paid  them  a particular  and  conftant  attention ; 
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*nd  the  men,  with  a willingnefs  that  did  honour 
to  their  feelings,  frequently  afforded  their  aflift- 
ance  in  thofe  domeftic  employments.  We  mull, 
however,  remark,  that  they  are  greatly  inferior 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  -iflands,  in  that  bed: 
criterion  of  civilized  manners,  the  refpedt  paid 
to  the  female  fex.  Here  the  women  are  not  only 
deprived  of  the  privilege  of  eating  with  the  men, 
but  are  forbidden  to  feed  on  the  bed:  forts  of 
provifions.  Turtle,  pork,  feveral  kinds  of  fifh, 
and  fome  fpecies  of  plantains,  are  denied  them ; 
and  we  were  informed,  that  a girl  received  a vio- 
lent beating,  for  having  eaten,  while  die  was  on 
board  one  of  our  fhips,  a prohibited  article  of 
food.  With  regard  to  their  domedic  life,  they 
feem  to  live  almod  wholly  by  themfelves,  and 
meet  with  little  attention  from  the  men,  though 
no  indances  of  perfonal  ill-treatment  were  ob- 
ferved  by  us. 

We  have  already  had  occafion  to  mention  the 
great  kindnefs  and  hofpitality,  with  which  they 
treated  us.  Whenever  we  went  adiore,  there  was 
a continual  druggie  who  Ihould  be  mod  forward 
in  offering  little  prefents  for  our  acceptance, 
bringing  provifions  and  refrediments,  or  tedify- 
jng  fome  other  mark  of  refpedt.  The  aged  per- 
fons  condantly  received  us  with  tears  of  joy,  ap- 
. peared  to  be  highly  gratified  with  being  permit- 
ted to  touch  us,  and  were  frequently  drawing 
companions  between  us  ,and  themfelves,  with 
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marks  of  extreme  humility.  The  young  women, 
likewife,  were  exceedingly  kind  and  engaging, 
and  attached  themfelves  to  us,  without  referve, 
till  they  perceived,  notwithftanding  all  our  en- 
deavours to  prevent  it,  that  they  had  caufe  to  re- 
pent of  our  acquaintance.  It  mult,  however,  be 
obferved,  that  thefe  females  were,  in  all  proba- 
bility, of  the  inferior,  clafs ; for  we  faw  very  few 
women  of  rank  during  our  continuance  here. 

Thefe  people,  in  point  of  natural  capacity,  are, 
by  no  means,  below  the  common  ftandard  of  the 
human  race.  The  excellence  of  their  manufac- 
tures, and  their  improvements  in  agriculture,  are 
doubtlefs  adequate  to  their  fituation  and  natural 
advantages.  The  eagernefs  of  curiofity,  with 
which  they  ufed  to  attend  the  armourer’s  forge, 
and  the  various  expedients  which  they  had  in- 
vented, even  before  our  departure  from  thele 
iflands,  for  working  the  iron  obtained  from  us, 
into  fuch  forms  as  were  beft  calculated  for  their 
purpoies,  were  ftrong  indications  of  docility  and 
ingenuity.  Our  unhappy  friend,  Kaneena,  was 
endowed  with  a remarkable  quicknefs  of  concep- 
tion, and  a great  degree  of  judicious  curiofity. 
He  was  extremely  inquifitive  with  refpect  to  our 
manners  and  cuftcms.  He  enquired  after  our 
fovereign  ; the  form  of  our  government ; the 
mode  of  conftructing  our  fhips ; the  produdtions 
of  our  country;  our  numbers;  our  method  of 
building  houles ; whether  we  waged  any  wars  ; 
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with  whom,  on  what  occafions,  and  in  what  par- 
ticular manner  they  were  carried  on  ; who  was 
our  deity  ; befides  many  other  queftions  of  a fimi- 
lar  import,  which  feemed  to  indicate  a compre- 
henfive  underftanding.  We  obferved  two  in- 
ftances  of  perfons  difordered  in  their  fenfes  ; the 
one  a woman  at  Oneeheow,  the  other  a man  at 
Owhybee.  From  the  extraordinary  refpeft  and 
attention  paid  to  them,  it  appeared,  that  the 
opinion  of  their  being  divinely  infpired,  which 
prevails  among  moll  of  the  oriental  nations,  is 
alfo  countenanced  here. 

It  is  highly  probable,  that  the  pradlice  of  feed- 
ing on  the  bodies  of  enemie-s,  was  originally  pre- 
valent in  all  the  iflands  of  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
though  it  is  not  known,  by  pofitive  and  decifive 
evidence,  to  exift  in  any  of  them,  except  New- 
Zealand.  The  offering  up  human  victims,  which 
is  manifeftly  a relique  of  this  barbarous  cuftom, 
(till  univerfally  obtains  among  thefe  inlanders; 
and  it  is  not  difficult  to  conceive  why  the  inha- 
bitants of  New-^ealand  fhould  retain  the  repaft, 
which  was,  perhaps,  the  cohcluding  part  of  thefe 
horrid  rites,  for  a longer  period  than  the  reft  of 
their  tribe,  who  were  fituated  in  more  fertile  re- 
gions. As  the  Sandwich  iflanders,  both  in  their 
perfons  and  difpofition,  bear  a nearer  refemblance 
to  the  New-Zealanders,  than  to  any  other  people 
of  this  very  extenfive  race,  Mr.  Anderfon  was 
ftrongly  inclined  to  fufpeft,  that,  like  them,  they 

ate 
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are  ftill  cannibals.  The  evidence,  which  induced 
'Hina  to  entertain  this  ©pinion,  has  been  already 
laid  down  in  the  tenth  chapter  of  the  third 
book  i but,  as  Mr.  King  had  great  doubts  of  the 
juftnefs  of  his  conclufions,  we  (hall  mention  the 
grounds  on  which  he  ventured  to  differ  from  him. 
With  regard  to  the  intelligence  received  on  this 
head  from  the  natives  themfelves,  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  obferve,  that  molt  of  the  officers  on 
board  took  great  pains  to  inquire  into  fo  curious 
a circumftance ; and  that,  except  in  the  inftances 
above  referred  to,  the  iflanders  invariably  denied 
that  any  fuch  praftice  exifled  among  them. 

Though  Mr.  Anderfon’s  fuperior  knowledge 
of  the  language  of  thofe  people  ought  certainly 
to  give  confiderable  weight  to  his  judgment,  yet 
when  he  examined  the  man  who  had  the  little 
parcel  containing  a piece  of  lalted  flefh,  Mr. 
King,  who  was  prefent  on  that  occafion,  was 
ffrongly  of  opinion,  that  the  figns  made  ufe  of 
by  the  iflander  intimated  nothing  more,  than  that 
it  was  defigned  to  be  eaten,  and  that  it  was  very 
ap-reeable  or  wholefome  to  the  ftomach.  In  this 
fentiment  Mr.  King  was  confirmed,  by  a circum- 
ftance  of  which  he  was  informed,  after  the  de- 
ceafe  of  his  ingenious  friend  Mr.  Anderfon, 
namely,  that  moll  of  the  inhabitants  of  thele 
iflands  carried  about  with  them  a finall  piece  of 
raw  pork,  well  faked,  either  put  in  a calibalh, 
pr  wrapped  up  in  Come  cloth,  and  faftened  round 
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the  waift : this  they  efteemed  a great  delicacy, 
and  would  frequently  tafte  it.  With  regard  to 
the  confunon  the  lad  was  in,  (for  his  age  did  not 
exceed  fixteen  or  eighteen  years)  no  perfon  could 
have  been  furpriled  at  it,  who  had  been  witnefs 
of  the  earned:  and  eager  manner  in  which  Mr. 
Anderfon  interrogated  him, 

Mr.  King  found  it  lefs  eafy  to  controvert  the 
argument  deduced  from  the  ufe  of  the  inftrument 
made  with  fhark’s  teeth,  which  is  of  a fimilar 
form  with  that  ufed  by  the  New-Zealanders  for 
cutting  up  the  bodies  of  their  enemies.  Though 
he  believed  it  to  be  an  undoubted  facl,  that  they 
never  make  ufe  of  this  inftrument  in  cutting  the 
flefh  of  other  animals,  yet,  as  the  pradice  of  fa~ 
crificing  human  vidims,  and  of  burning  the  bo-^ 
dies  of  the  flain,  (till  prevails  here,  he  confidered 
it  as  not  altogether  improbable,  that  the  ufe  of 
this  knife  (if  it  may  be  fo  denominated)  is  retain- 
ed in  thofe  ceremonies.  He  was,  upon  the  whole, 
inclined  to  imagine,  and  particularly  from  the 
laft-mentioned  circumftance,  that  the  horrible 
cuftom  of  devouring  human  flefh  has  but  lately 
ccafed  in  thcfe  and  other  iflands  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  Omai  acknowledged,  that  his  country- 
men, inftigated  by  the  fury  of  revenge,  would 
fometimes  tear  with  their  teeth  the  flefh  of  their 
flain  enemies  ; but  he  peremptorily  denied  that 
they  ever  eat  it.  The  denial  is  a ftrong  indica- 
tion that  the  pradice  fras  ceafed  for  in  New- 
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Zealand,  where  it  is  ilii]  prevalent,  the  natives 
never  fcrupled  to  confds  it. 

ihe  Sandwich  Iflanders,  almoft  univerfally, 
permit  their  beards  to  grow.  There  were,  how- 
ever, a few  who  cut  off  their  beard  entirely, 
among  whom  was  the  aged  king ; and  others  wore 
it  only  on  their  upper  lip.  The  fame  variety  that 
is  found  among  the  other  iflanders  of  this  ocean, 
with  refpeft  to  the  mode  of  wearing  the  hair,  is 
likewife  obfervable  here.  They  have,  befides, 
a falhion  which  feems  to  be  peculiar  to  them- 
felves : they  cut  it  clofe  on  each  fide  of  their 
heads,  down  to  their  ears,  and  leave  a ridge,  of 
the  breadth  of  a fmall  hand,  extending  from  the 
forehead  to  the  neck ; which,  when  the  hair  is 
pretty  thick  and  curling,  refembles,  in  point  of 
form,  the  crefi:  of  the  helmet  of  an  ancient,  war- 
rior. Some  of  them  wear  great  quantities  of 
falfe  hair,  flowing  in  long  ringlets  down  their 
backs ; while  others  tie  it  into  one  round  bunch 
On  the  upper  part  of  their  heads,  nearly  as  large 
as  the  head  itfelf*  and  fome  into  fix  or  feven  fe- 
parate  bunches.  They  ufe,  for  the  purpofe  of 
daubing  or  fmearing  their  hair,  a greyifh  clay, 
mixed  with  fhells  reduced  to  powder,  which  they 
keep  in  balls,  and  chew  into  a fort  of  palte, 
whenever  they  inrend  to  make  ufe  of  it.  This 
compolition  preferves  the  fmoothnefs  of  the  hair, 
and  changes  it,  in  proccfs  of  rime,  to  a pale 
yellow. 
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Necklaces,  confifting  of  firings  of  fmall  varie- 
o-atea  fhells,  are  worn  by  both  men  and  women. 
They  alio  wear  an  ornament,  about  two  inches  in 
length,  and  half  an  inch  in  breadth,  fhaped  like  the 
handle  of  a cup,  and  made  of  Hone,  wood,  or 
ivory,  extremely  well  polilhed : this  is  hung 
round  the  neck  by  fine  threads  of  twilled  hair, 
which  are  fometimes  doubled  an  hundred  fold. 
Some  of  them,  inllead  of  this  ornament,  wear  a 
fmall  human  figure  on  their  breall,  formed  of 
bone,  and  fufpended  in  a fimilar  manner. 

Both  fexes  make  ufe  of  the  fan,  or  fly-flap,  by 
way  of  ufe  and  ornament.  The  moll  common 
fort  is  compofed  of  cocoa-nut  fibres,  tied  loofely 
in  bunches,  to  the  top  of  a polilhed  handle. 
The  tail-feathers  of  the  cock,  and  thofe  of  the 
tropic-bird,  are  ufed  for  the  fame  purpofe.  Thofe 
that  are  moll  in  efleem,  are  fuch  as  have  the 
handle  formed  of  the  leg  or  arm  bones  of  an 
enemy  killed  in  battle : thefe  are  preferved  with 
extraordinary  care,  and  are  handed  down,  from 
father  to  fon,  as  trophies  of  the  higheft  value. 

The  pradlice  of  tatooing , or  puncturing  the 
body,  prevails  among  thefe  people  and,  of  all 
the  iflands  in  this  ocean,  it  is  only  at  New-Zea- 
land,  and  the  Sandwich  Ifles,  that  the  face  is 
tatooed.  There  is  this  difference  between  thefe 
two  nations,  that  the  New-Zealanders  perform 
this  operation  in  elegant  fpiral  volutes,  and  the 
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Sandwich  iHanders  in  draight  lines,  that  interfeCt 
each  other  at  right  angles. 

Some  of  the  natives  have  half  their  body,  from 
head  to  foot,  tatooed,  which  gives  them  a mod 
ftriking  appearance.  It  is  generally  done  with 
great  neatnefs  and  regularity.  Several  of  them 
have  only  an  arm  thus  marked ; others,  a le®  * 
fome,  again,  tatoo  both  an  arm  and  a leg ; and 
others  only  the  hand.  The  hands  and  arms  of 
the  women  are  punftured  in  a very  neat  manner; 
and  they  have  a remarkable  cuftom  of  tatooing  the 
tip  of  the  tongues  of  fome  of  the  females.  We  had 
fome  reafon  to  imagine,  that  the  practice  of 
puncturing  is  often  intended  as  a fign  of  mourn- 
ing, on  the  deceafe  of  a chief,  or  any  other  ca- 
lamitous occurrence  : for  we  were  frequently  in- 
formed, that  fuch  a mark  was  in  memory  of  fuch 
a chief;  and  fo  of  the  others.  The  people  of 
the  lowed  order  are  tatooed  with  a particular 
mark,  which  didinguilhes  them  as  the  property 
of  the  chiefs  to  whom  they  are  reflectively  fubjeCt 
The  common  drefs  of  the  men  of  all  ranks 
confids,  in  general,  of  a piece  of  thick  cloth 
called  the  maro,  about  a foot  in  breadth,  which 
paffes  between  the  legs,  and  is  fadened  round  the 
waift.  Their  mats,  which  are  of  various  fizes, 
but,  for  the  mod  part,  about  five  feet  in  length, 
and  four  in  breadth,  are  thrown  over  their 
fhoulders,  and  brought  forward  before.  Thefe, 
however,  are  rarely  made  ufe  of,  excent  in  time 
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of  war,  for  which  purpofe  they  appear  to  be  better 
calculated  than  for  common  ufe,  fince  they  are 
of  a thick  heavy  texture,  and  capable  of  break- 
ing the  blow  of  a (lone,  or  of  any  blunt  weapom 
They  generally  go  bare-footed,  except  when  they 
travel  over  burnt  Hones,  on  which  occafion  they 
fecure  their  feet  with  a kind  of  fandal,  which  is 
made  of  cords,  twilled  from  cocoa-nut  fibres. 

Befides  their  ordinary  drefs,  there  is  another, 
which  is  appropriated  to  their  chiefs,  and  worn 
only  on  extraordinary  occafions.  It  confifts  of  a 
feathered  cloak  and  cap,  or  helmet,  of  uncom- 
mon beauty  and  magnificence.  This  drefs  having 
been  minutely  defcribed,  in  a former  part  of  our 
work,  we  have  only  to  add,  that  thefe  cloaks  are 
of  different  lengths,  in  proportion  to  the  rank  of 
the  perfon  who  wears  them  ; fome  trailing  on  the 
ground,  and  others  no  lower  than  the  middle. 
The  chiefs  of  inferior  rank  have  likewife  a Ihort 
cloak,  which  refembles  the  former,  and  is  made 
of  the  long  tail-feathers  of  the  cock,  the  man-of- 
war  bird,  and  the  tropic-bird,  having  a broad 
border  of  fmall  yellow  and  red  feathers,  and  alfo 
a collar  of  the  fame.  Others  are  compofed  of 
white  feathers,  with  variegated  borders.  The  cap 
or  helmet,  has  a flrong  lining  of  wicker-work, 
fufficient  to  break  the  blow  of  any  warlike  weapon? 
for  which  purpofe  it  appears  to  be  intended. 
Thefe  feathered  dreHes  feemed  to  be  very  fcarce, 
and  to  be  worn  only  by  the  male  lex.  During 
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our  whole  continuance  in  Karakakooa  Bay,  wc 
never  obferved  them  ufed,  except  on  three  occa- 
iions ; firflr,  in  the  remarkable  ceremony  of  Ter- 
reeoboo’s  firft  vifit  to  our  (hips ; fecondly,  by 
fome  chiefs,  who  appeared  among  the  crowd  on 
ihore,  when  our  unfortunate  commander  was 
killed;  and,  thirdly,  when  his  bones  were  brought 
to  us  by  Eappo. 

The  ftriking  refemblance  of  this  habit  to  the 
cloak  and  helmet  which  the  Spaniards  formerly 
wore,  excited  our  curiofity  to  inquire,  whether 
there  might  not  be  fome  reafonable  grounds  for 
imagining  that  it  had  been  borrowed  from  them. 
After  all  our  endeavours  to  gain  information  on 
this  head,  we  found,  that  the  natives  had  no 
immediate  acquaintance  with  any  other  people 
whatever;  and  that  no  tradition  exifted  among 
them  of  thefe  iflands  having  ever  before  received 
a vifit  from  fuch  veflels  as  our’s.  However,  not- 
withftanding  the  refult  of  our  inquiries  on  this 
fubjedt,  the  form  of  this  habit  feems  to  be  a fuf- 
ficient  indication  of  its  European  origin  ; parti- 
cularly when  we  reflect  on  another  circumftance, 
viz.  that  it  is  a remarkable  deviation  from  the 
general  agreement  of  drefs,  which  is  prevalent 
among  the  feveral  branches  of  this  great  tribe, 
difperled  over  the  Pacific  Ocean.  From  this 
conclufion,  we  were  induced  to  fuppofe,  that 
fome  Buccaneer,  or  Spanifh  (hip,  might  have 
been  wrecked  in  the  neighbourhood  of  thefe 
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illands.  When  it  is  confidered,  that  the  courfe 
of  the  Spanifh  trading  veflfels  from  Acapulco  to 
Manilla,  is  not  many  degrees  to  the  fouth  of  the 
Sandwich  Ifles,  in  their  paffage  out,  and  to  the 
north,  on  their  return,  this  fuppofition  will  not, 
we  think,  be  deemed  improbable. 

There  is  very  little  difference  between  the 
common  drefs  of  the  men  and  that  of  the  women. 
The  latter  wear  a piece  of  cloth  wrapped  round 
the  waift,  which  defeends  half  way  down  their 
thighs  j and  fometimes,  during  the  cool  of  the 
evening,  they  throw  loofe  pieces  of  fine  cloth 
over  their  lhoulders,  like  the  Otaheitean  females. 
The  pan  is  another  drefs,  which  the  younger  part 
of  the  fex  often  wear : it  confifts  of  the  thinned 
and  fined  cloth,  wrapped  feveral  times  about  the 

i 

middle,  and  reaching  down  to  the  leg  ; fo  that  it 
has  the  appearance  of  a full  fhort  petticoat.  They 
cut  their  hair  fhort  behind,  and  turn  it  up  be- 
fore, as  is  the  cuftom  among  the  New- Zealanders 
and  Otaheiteans.  One  woman,  indeed,  whom 
we  faw  in  Karakakooa  Bay,  had  her  hair  arranged 
in  a very  fingular  mode  ; fhe  had  turned  it  up 
behind,  and  having  brought  it  over  her  forehead, 
had  doubled  it  back,  fo  that  it  formed  a fort  of 
fhade  to  her  face,  and  fomewhat  refembled  a 
fmall  bonnet. 

Befides  their  necklaces,  which  are  compofed 
of  fhells,  or  of  a fhining,  hard,  red  berry,  they 
wear  dried  flowers  of  the  Indian  mallow,  formed 
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into  wieaths ; and  likewife  another  elegant  orna- 
ment, termed  eraie , which  is  fometimes  fattened 
round  the  hair,  in  the  manner  of  a garland,  but 
is  ufually  put  round  the  neck;  though  it  is  occa- 
ttonally  worn  in  both  thefe  ways  at  once,  as  may 
be  feen  in  the  annexed  reprefentation  of  the 
woman  of  the  Sandwich  Iflands.  It  is  a kind  of 
ruff,  about  as  thick  as  a finger,  formed  with 
great  ingenuity,  of  very  fmall  feathers,  woven 
together  fo  clofely,  that  the  lurface  may  be  faid  to 
equal  the  richeft  velvet  in  fmoothnefs.  The 
ground  is,  in  general,  red,  with  alternate  circles 
of  black,  yellow,  and  green. 

* 0 i 

We  have  already  defcribed  their  bracelets,  of 
which  they  have  a great  variety.  Some  of  the 
women  of  Atooi  wear  fmall  figures  of  the  turtle, 
made  very  neatly  of  ivory  or  wood,  fattened  on 
their  fingers  in  the  fame  manner  that  rings  are 
worn  by  us.  There  is  likewife  an  ornament  con- 
fitting  of  fhells,  tied  in  rows  on  a ground  of  ftrong 
net-work,  fo  as  to  ftrike  againft  each  other, 
while  in  motion  ; which  both  fexes,  when  they 
dance,  fatten  either  round  the  ancles,  or  juft  be- 
low the  knee,  or  round  the  arm.  They  fome- 
times, inflread  of  fhells,-  life  for  this  purpofe,  the 
teeth  of  dogs,  and  a hard  red  berry.  _ 

Another  ornament,  if  indeed  it  deferves  that 
appellation,  remains  to  be  defcribed.  It  is  a fort 
of  mafk,  compoled  of  a large  gourd,  having  holes 
cut  in  it  for  the  nofe  and  eyes.  The  top  of  it  is 
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ftuck  full  of  little  green  twigs,  which  appear,  at 
fome  diftance,  like  a waving  plume  ; and  the 
lower  part  has  narrow  (tripes  of  cloth  hanging 
from  it,  fomewhat  refembling  a beard.  Thefe 
mafks  we  never  faw  worn  but  on  two  occafions, 
and  both  times  by  a number  of  perfons  afiembled 
in  a canoe,  who  approached  the  fide  of  the  fhip, 
laughing  and  making  droll  gefticulations.  We 
could  never  learn  whether  they  were  not  alfo 
made  ufe  of  as  a defence  for  the  head  againft 
(tones,  or  in  fome  of  their  public  fpoits  and 
games,  or  were  difguifed  merely  for  the  purposes 
of  mummery. 

They  dwell  together  in  fmall  towns  or  villages, 
which  contain  from  about  one  hundred  to  two 
hundred  houfes,  built  pretty  clofe  to  each  other, 
without  order  or  regularity,  and  have  a winding 
path  that  leads  through  them.  They  are  fre- 
quently flanked,  towards  the  fea-fidc,  wfith  loole 
detached  walls,  which  are,  in  all  probability,  in- 
tended for  fhelter  and  defence.  The  form  of 
their  habitations  we  have  before  defcribed.  They 
are  of  various  dimenfions,  from  forty-five  feet  by 
twenty-four,  to  eighteen  by  twelve.  Some  are 
of  a larger  fize,  being  fifty  feet  in  length,  and 
thirty  in  breadth,  and  entirely  open  at  one  end. 
Thefe,  we  were  informed,  were  defigned  for  the 
accommodation  of  ftrangers  or  travellers,  whofe 
flay  was  likely  to  be  fhort, 
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Their  furniture  having  been  already  mention- 
ed, we  have  only  to  add,  that,  at  one  end  of  their 
houfes,  are  mats,  on  which  they  repofe,  with 
wooden  pillows,  or  fleeping-flools,  perfeftly  re- 
fembling  thofe  of  the  Chinefe.  Some  of  the  bell; 
houfes  have  a court-yard  before  them,  railed  in 
very  neatly,  with  fmaller  habitations  for  fervants 
eredted  round  it  in  this  area  the  family  ufually 
eat  and  fit  in  the  day-time.  In  the  fides  of  the 
hills,  and  amongft  the  fleep  rocks,  we  faw  feveral 
holes  or  caves,  which  feemed  to  be  inhabited ; 
but,  the  entrance  being  defended  by  wicker-work,  * 
and,  in  the  only  one  that  wre  vifited,  a (tone  fence 
being  obferved  running  acrofs  it  within,  we  fup- 
pofed  that  they  were  chiefly  intended  as  places  of 
retreat,  in  cafe  of  an  attack  from  enemies. 

The  people  of  an  inferior  clafs  feed  principally 
on  fifli,  and  vegetables,  fuch  as  plantains,  bread- 
fruit, fweet  potatoes,  fugar-canes,  yams,  and  taro. 

To  thefe,  perfons  of  fuperior  rank  add  the  flefli 
of  dogs  and  hogs,  drefled  after  the  fame  method 
that  is  pradtifed  at  the  Society  Ifles.  They  like- 
wife  eat  fowls  of  a domeftic  kind,  which,  how- 
ever, are  neither  plentiful,  nor  in  any  great  degree 
of  eftimation. 

Though,  on  our  firft  arrival  M thefe  iflands, 
yams  and  bread-fruit  feemed  fcarce,  we  did  not 
find  this  to  be  the  cafe  on  our  fecond  vifit : it  is 
therefore  probable,  that,  as  thefe  vegetable  articles 
were  commonly  planted  in  the  interior  parts  of 
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che  country,  the  iflanders  had  not  had  fufficient 
time  for  bringing  them  down  to  us,  during  our 
fhort  continuance  in  Wymoa  Bay,  on  our  firfl 
vifit. 

They  fait  their  fi(h,  and  preferve  them  in 
gourd-fhells ; not,  indeed,  with  a view  of  pro- 
viding againft  an  occafional  fcarcity,  but  from 
the  inclination  they  have  for  falted  provifions  j 
for  we  alfo  found,  that  the  chiefs  frequently  had 
pieces  of  pork  pickled  in  the  fame  manner,  which 
they  confidered  as  a great  delicacy.  Their  cookery 
is  much  the  fame  as  at  the  Friendly  and  Society 
I (lands  j and  though  fome  of  our  people  didiked 
their  taro  puddings,  on  account  of  their  fournefs, 
others  were  of  a different  opinion.  It  is  remark- 
able, that  they  had  not  acquired  the  art  of  pre.- 
ferving  the  bread-fruit,  and  making  of  it  the  four 
pafte  named  maibee , as  is  the  practice  at  the  So- 
ciety Ides  i and  it  afforded  us  great  fatisfadion, 
that  we  had  it  in  our  power  to  communicate  to 
them  this  ufeful  fecret,  in  return  for  the  generous 
and  hoipitable  treatment  we  received  from  them. 

They  are  very  cleanly  at  their  meals  j and  their 
method  of  dreffing  both  their  vegetable  and 
animal  food,  was  univerfally  acknowledged  to  be 
fu  peri  or  to  our’s.  The  Erees  conftantly  bemn 
their  meals  with  a dofe  of  the  extracl  of  pepper- 
root,  or  ava,  prepared  in  the  ufual  mode.  The 
women  eat  apart  from  the  other  fex,  and  are  pro- 
hibited, as  before  obferved,  from  feeding  on  pork, 
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turtle,  and  fome  particular  fpecies  of  plantains. 
Notwithkanding  this  interdiction,  they  would  pri- 
vately eat  pork  with  us  ; but  we  could  never  pre- 
vail on  them  to  take  the  two  latter  articles  of 
food. 

They  generally  rife  with  the  fun  ; and,  after 
having  enjoyed  the  cool  of  the  evening,  retire  to 
their  repofe  a few  hours  after  fun-iet.  The  ILi  css 
are  occupied  in  making  canoes  and  mats;  the 
T owtows  are  chiefly  employed  in  the  plantations, 
and  alfo  in  filhing ; and  the  women  are  engaged  * 
in  the  manufacture  of  cloth,  1 ney  amufe  therri- 
felves,  in  their  leifure  hours,  with  various  diver- 
lions.  Their  young  perfons,  of  both  fexes,  are 
fond  of  dancing ; and,  on  more  folemn  occa- 
fions,  they  entertain  themfelves  with  wreftling 
and  boxing  matches,  performed  after  the  manner 
of  the  natives  of  the  Friendly  Iflands;  to  whom, 
however,  they  are  greatly  inferior  in  all  thefe 

refpeCts. 

Their  dances,  which  bear  a greater  refemblance 
to  thofe  of  the  New-Zealanders,  than  of  the 
Friendly  or  Society  Iflanders,  are  introduced  with 
a folemn  kind  of  fong,  in  which  the  whole  number 
join,  at  the  fame  time  flowly  moving  their  legs, 
and  gently  ftriking  their  breaks ; their  attitudes 
and  manner  being  very  eafy  and  graceful.  So  far 
they  refemble  the  dances  of  the  Society  I Acs. 
After  this  has  continued  for  the  fpace  of  about 
ten  minutes,  they  gradually  quicken  both  the 
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tune  and  the  motions,  and  do  not  defid  till  they 
are  opprefled  with  fatigue.  This  part  of  the  per- 
formance is  the  counter-part  of  that  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  New-Zealand ; and,  as  among  thofe 
people,  the  perfon  whofe  action  is  the  mod  vio- 
lent, and  who  continues  this  exercife  the  longed, 
is  applauded  by  the  fpeddators  as  the  bed  dancer. 
It  mud  be  remarked,  that,  in  this  dance,  the 
females  only  engage  ■,  and  that  the  dances  of  the 
men  referable  what  we  faw  of  the  fmall  parties  at 
the  Friendly  Ifles ; and  which  may,  perhaps, 
more  properly,  be  termed  the  accompanyment  of 
fongs,  with  correfpondent  motions  of  the  whole 
body.  But,  as  we  faw  lome  boxing  exhibitions, 
of  the  fame  kind  with  thofe  we  had  feen  at  the 
Friendly  Ifles,  it  is  not  improbable  that  they  had 
likewife  here  their  grand  ceremonious  dances, 
wherein  numbers  both  of  men  and  women  were 
performers. 

The  mufic  of  thefe  people  is  of  a rude  kind  ; 
for  the  only  mufical  indruments  that  we  obferved 
among  them,  were  drums  of  various  fizes.  Their 
fongs,  however,  which  they  are  faid  to  fing  in 
parts  *,  and  which  they  accompany  with  a gentle 

* The  circumltance  of  their  Tinging  in  parts,  has  been 
doubted  by  feveral  perfons  of  great  fkill  in  mufic.  Captain 
Burney,  however,  and  Captain  Phillips  of  the  marines,  both 
of  whom  have  fome  knowledge  of  mufic,  are  ftrongly  of  opi- 
nion, that  they  did  fing  in  parts ; that  is,  they  fung  together 
in  different  notes. 
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motion  of  their  arms,  like  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Friendly  Iflands,  have  a very  pleafing  cffed. 

They  are  greatly  addi&ed  to  gambling.  One 
of  their  games  refembles  our  game  of  draughts ; 
but,  from  the  number  of  fquares,  it  feems  to  be 
much  more  intricate.  The  board  is  of  the  length 
of  about  two  feet,  and  is  divided  into  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eight  fquares,  fourteen  in  a row. 

In  this  game  they  ufe  black  and  white  pebbles, 
which  they  move  from  one  fquare  to  another. 
Another  of  their  games  confifts  in  concealing  a 
ftone  under  fome  cloth,  which  is  fpread  out  by 
one  of  the  parties,  and  rumpled  in  fuch  a man-  * 
ner,  that  it  is  difficult  to  diftinguifh  where  the 
ftone  lies.  The  antagonift  then  ftrikes,  with  a 
flick,  that  part  of  the  cloth  where  he  fuppofes  the 
ftone  to  be;  and  the  chances  being,  upon  the 
whole,  againft  his  hitting  it,  odds  of  all  degrees, 
varying  with  the  opinion  of  the  dexterity  of  the 
parties,  are  laid  on  the  occafion.  Their  manner 
of  playing  at  bowls  nearly  refembles  our’s  : the 
bowls  have  been  before  defcribed. 

They  often  entertain  themfelves  with  races  be- 
tween boys  and  girls  ; on  which  occafions  they  lay  ■ 
wagers  with  great  fpirit.  We  law  a man  beating  \ 
hisbreaft,  and  tearing  his  hair,  in  the  violence  ol 
rage,  for  having  loft  three  hatchets  at  one  of  ; 
thefe  races,  which  he  had  purchafed  from  us  with  i 
near  half  his  property  a very  little  time  before.  ■ 

Both; 
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Both  fexes  are  furprifmgly  expert  in  fwimming, 
which,  among  thefe  people,  is  not  only  deemed 
a neceffary  art,  but  is  alfo  a favourite  diverfion. 
One  particular  method,  in  which  we  fometimes 
faw  them  amuie  themfelves  with  this  exercife,  in 
Karakakooa  bay,  deferves  .to  be  related.  The 
furf,  that  breaks  on  the  coaft  round  this  bay,  ex- 
tends about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  from  the 
fhore ; and,  within  that  fpace,  the  furges  of  the 
lea  are  dallied  againft  the  beach  with  extreme 
violence.  Whenever  the  lmpetuofity  of  the  furf 
is  augmented  to  its  greateft  height,  they  make 
choice  of  that  time  for  this  amufement,  which 
they  perform  in  the  following  manner.  About 
twenty  or  thirty  of  the  iflanders  take  each  a long 
narrow  board,  rounded  at  both  ends,  and  fet  out 
from  the  fhore  in  company  with  each  other.  They 
plunge  under  the  firft  wave  they  meet,  and,  after 
they  have  fuffered  it  to  roll  over  them,  rife  again 
beyond  it,  and  fwim  further  out  into  the  fea. 
They  encounter  the  fecond  wave  in  the  fame 
manner  with  the  firft.  The  principal  difficulty 
confifts  in  feizing  a favourable  opportunity  of 
diving  under  it ; for,  if  a perfon  mifles  the  pro- 
per moment,  he  is  caught  by  the  furf,  and  forced 
back  with  great  violence  ; and  his  utmoft  dexte- 
rity is  then  required,  to  prevent  his  being  dafhed 
againft  the  rocks.  When,  in  confequence  of 
thefe  repeated  efforts,  they  have  gained  the  fmooth 
water  beyond  the  furf,  they  recline  themfelves  at 
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length  upon  their  board,  and  prepare  for  their 
return  to  fhore.  As  the  furf  is  compofed  of  a 
number  of  waves,  of  which  every  third  is  ob- 
ferved  to  be  confiderably  larger  than  the  reft,  and 
to  flow  higher  upon  the  fnore,  while  the  others 
break  in  the  intermediate  fpace  j their  firft  object 
is  to  place  ihemfelves  on  the  top  of  the  largeit 
furge,  which  drives  them  along  with  aflonifbing 
rapidity  towards  the  land.  If  they  fhould  place 
themfelves,  by  miftake,  on  one  of  the  fmaller 
waves,  which  breaks  before  they  gain  the  fhore, 
or  fhould  find  themfelves  unable  to  keep  their 
board  in  a proper  direction  on  the  upper  part  of 
the  fwell,  they  remain  expofed  to  the  fury  of  the 
next;  to  avoid  which,  they  are  under  the  necef- 
fity  of  diving  again,  and  regaining  the  place 
whence  they  fet  out.  Thofe  perfons  who  fuc- 
ceed  in  their  obje<5t  of  reaching  the  fhore,  are 
Itill  in  a very  hazardous  fituation.  As  the  coaft 
is  defended  by  a chain  of  rocks,  with  a fmali 
opening  between  them  in  feveral  places,  they  are 
obliged  to  fteer  their  plank  through  one  of  thefe 
openings ; or,  in  cafe  of  ill  fuccefs  in  that  re- 
fpe£t,  to  quit  it  before  they  reach  the  rocks,  and, 
diving  under  the  wave,  make  their  way  back 
again  as  well  as  they  are  able.  This  is'  confi- 
dered  as  highly  difgraceful,  and  is  attended  with 
the  lofs  of  the  plank,  which  we  have  feen  dafhed 
to  pieces,  at  the  very  inftant  the  native  quitted 
it.  The  amazing  courage  and  addrefs,  with 
a which 
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which  they  perform  thefe  dangerous  manoeuvres, 
are  almoft  incredible. 

The  following  accident  fhews  at  how  early  a 
period  they  are  fo  far  accuftomed  to  the  water,  as 
to  lofe  all  apprehenfions  of  it,  and  fet  its  perils 
at  defiance.  A canoe,  in  which  was  a woman 
with  her  children,  happening  to  be  overfet,  one 
of  the  children,  an  infant  of  about  four  years  of 
age,  appeared  to  be  greatly  delighted  with  what 
had  happened,  fwimming  about  at  its  eafe,  and 
playing  a number  of  tricks,  till  the  canoe  was 
brought  to  its  former  pofition. 

Among  the  amufements  of  the  children,  we 
obferved  one  that  was  frequently  played  at,  and 
which  fhewed  a confiderable  fhare  of  dexterity. 
They  take  a fhort  flick,  through  one  extremity 
of  which  runs  a peg  fharpcned  at  both  ends,  ex- 
tending about  an  inch  on  each  fide  : then  throw- 
ing up  a ball  formed  of  green  leaves  moulded  to- 
gether, and  fattened  with  twine,  they  catch  it  on 
one  of  the  points  of  the  peg ; immediately  after 
which,  they  throw  it  up  again  from  the  peg, 
then  turn  the  flick  round,  and  catch  the  ball  on 
the  other  point  of  the  peg.  Thus,  for  fome 
time,  they  continue  catching  it  on  each  point  of 
the  peg  alternately,  without  miffing  it.  They  are 
equally  expert  at  another  diverfion  of  a fimilar 
nature,  throwing  up  in  the  air,  and  catching,  in 
their  turns,  many  of  thefe  balls  j and  we  have 
often  feen  little  children  thus  keep  five  balls  in 

motion 
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motion  at  once.  This  latter  game  is  alfo  prac- 
ticed by  the  young  people  at  the  Friendly  Ifles. 

The  figure  and  dimenfions  of  the  canoes  feen 
by  us  at  Atooi,  have  been  already  defcribed. 
'1  hofe  of  the  other  Sandwich  Ifiands  v/ere  made 
exactly  in  the  fame  manner ; and  the  largeft  we 
faw  was  a double  canoe  that  belonged  to  Ter- 
reeoboo,  meafuring  feventy  feet  in  length,  twelve 
in  breadth,  and  between  three  and  four  in  depth  ; 
and  each  was  hollowed  out  of  one  tree. 

Their  method  of  agriculture,  as  well  as  navi- 
gation, refembles  that  of  the  other  ifiands  of 
the  Pacific.  They  have  made  confiderable  pro- 
ficiency in  fculpture,  and  their  (kill  in  painting 
or  ftaining  cloth,  and  in  the  manufacture  of 
mats,  is  very  great.  The  moft  curious  fpecimens 
of  their  fculpture,  that  we  had  an  opportunity 
or  obferving,  v/ere  the  wooden  bowls,  in  which 
the  Erees  drink  ava.  Thefe  are,  in  general, 
eight  or  ten  inches  in  diameter,  perfectly  round, 
and,  extremely  well  polifhed.  They  are  fupport- 
ed  by  three  or  four  fmall  human  figures,  repre- 
fented  in  different  attitudes.  Some  of  them  reft: 
on  the  fhoulders  of  their  lupporters ; others  on 
the  hands,  extended  over  the  head ; and  fome  on 
the  head  and  hands.  The  figures  are  very  neatly 
finifhed,  and  accurately  proportioned  ; and  even 
the  anatomy  of  the  mufcles  is  well  expreffed. 

They  manufacture  their  cloth  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, and  of  the  fame  materials,  as  at  the  Society 

and 
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and  Friendly  Ifles.  That  which  they  intend  to 
paint,  is  of  a ftrong  and  thick  texture,  feveral 
folds  being  beaten  and  incorporated  together; 
after  which  they  cut  it  in  breadths,  two  or  three 
feet  wide,  and  then  paint  it  in  a great  variety  of 
patterns,  with  fuch  regularity  and  comprehenfive- 
nefs  of  defign,  as  fhew  an  extraordinary  portion 
of  tafle  and  fancy.  The  exactness  with  which 
even  the  mod:  intricate  patterns  are  continued, 
is  really  aftonifhing,  as  they  have  no  ftamps,  and 
as  the  whole  is  performed  by  the  eye,  with  a 
piece  of  bamboo  cane  dipped  in  paint;  the  hand 
being  fupported  by  another  piece  of  the  fame 
fort  of  cane.  They  extra&  their  colours  from 
the  fame  berries,  and  other  vegetable  articles, 
which  are  made  ufe  of  at  Otaheite  for  this  pur- 
pofe. 

The  operation  of  flaming  or  painting  their 
cloth,  is  confined  to  the  females,  and  is  deno- 
minated kipparee.  It  is  remarkable,  that  they 
always  called  our  writing  by  this  name.  The 
young  women  would  frequently  take  the  pen 
from  our  hands,  and  fhew  us,  that  they  were  as 
well  acquainted  with  the  ufe  of  it  as  we  ourfelves 
were  ; telling  us,  at  the  fame  time,  that  our  pens 
were  inferior  to  theirs.  They  confidered  a ma- 
nufeript  fheet  of  paper,  as  a piece  of  cloth  flri- 
ped  after  the  mode  of  our  country ; and  it  was 
with  the  greatefl  difficulty  that  we  could  make 

-them 
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them  underhand,  that  our  figures  contained  a 
meaning  in  them  which  theirs  were  deftitute  of. 

They  make  their  mats  of  the  leaves  of  th ep#»- 
dnnus ; and  thefe,  as  well  as  their  cloths,  are 
beautifully  worked  in  various  patterns,  and  ftain- 
ed  with  divers  colours.  Some  of  them  have  a 
ground  of  a ftraw  colour,  embellifhed  with  green 
fpots ; others  are  of  a pale  green,  fpotted  with 
fquares,  or  rhomboids,  of  red ; and  fome  are 
ornamented  with  elegant  (tripes,  either  in  ftraight 
or  waving  lines  of  brown  and  red.  In  this  branch 
of  manufafture,  whether  we  regard  the  finenefs, 
beauty,  or  ftrength,  thefe  ifianders  may  be  faid  ( 
to  excel  the  w-hole  world. 

Their  fifhing-hooks  are  of  various  fizes  and 
figures  ; but  thofe  which  are  principally  made  ufe 
of,  are  about  two  or  three  inches  in  length,  and  are 
formed  in  the  fhape  of  a fmall  fifh,  ferving  as  a • 
bait,  with  a bunch  of  feathers  fattened  to  the 
head  or  tail.  They  make  their  hooks  of  bone, 
mother-of-p>earl,  or  wood,  pointed' and  barbed 
with  little  bones  or  tortoife-lhell.  Thole  with  ■ 
which  they  fifli  for  (harks,  are  very  large,  being, 
in  general,  of  the  length  of  fix  or  eight  inches. 
Confidering  the  materials  of  which  thefe  hooks  j 
are  compofed,  their  neatnefs  and  ftrength  are 
amazing  j and,  indeed,  upon  trial,  we  found 
them  fuperior  to  our  own. 

Of  the  bark  of  the  touta , or  cloth-tree,  neatly 

twitted,  they  form  the  line  which  they  ufe  for 

filhing. 
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fifhingi  for  making  nets,  and  for  fome  other  pur- 
poles.  It  is  of  different  degrees  of  finenefs,  and 
may  be  continued  to  any  length.  They  have 
all'o  a finer  fort,  which  they  make  of  the  bark  of 
a fhrub  named  areemah ; and  the  fineft  is  com- 
pofed  of  human  hair  : this  laft,  however,  is  chiefly 
made  ufe  of  for  matters  of  ornament. 

They  likewife  make  cordage  of  a ftronger 
kind,  from  cocoa-nut  fibres,  for  the  rigging  of 
their  canoes.  Some  of  this,  which  was  purchafed 
by  us  for  our  own  ufe,  was  found  to  be  well  cal- 
culated for  the  fin  all  er  kinds  of  running  rigging. 
They  alfo  manufacture  another  fort  of  cordage, 
which  is  flat,  and  extremely  ftrong,  and  is  prin- 
cipally uled  for  the  purpofe  of  lathing  the  roofs 
of  their  houfes.  This  laft  is  not  twilled  after 
the  manner  of  the  former  forts,  but  is  formed  of 
the  fibrous  firings  of  the  coat  of  the  cocoa-nut, 
plaited  with  the  fingers,  in  the  fame  mode  which 
is  pradtifed  by  our  feamen  in  making  their  points 
for  the  reefing  of  fails. 

They  apply  their  gourds  to  various  domeftic 
purpofes.  Thefe  grow  to  fuch  an  enormous  mag- 
nitude, that  fome  of  them  will  contain  from 
ten  to  a dozen  gallons.  In  order  to  adapt  them 
the  better  to  their  refpeCtive  ufes,  they  take  care 
to  give  them  different  fhapes,  by  fattening  ban- 
dages round  them  during  their  growth.  Thus, 
fome  of  them  are  in  the  form  of  a difh,  ferving 
to  hc^ld  their  puddings,  vegetables,  faked  pro- 

vifions. 
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vifions,  fait,  &c.  Others  are  of  a long  cylin- 
drical form,  and  ferve  to  contain  their  filhing- 
tackle;  which  two  forts  are  furnilhed  with  neat 
dole  covers,  made  alfo  of  the  gourd.  Others 
are  in  the  lhape  of  a long-necked  bottle  5 and, 
in  thefe,  water  is  kept.  They  frequently  fcore 
them  with  a heated  inftrument,  fo  as  to  commu- 
nicate to  them  the  appearance  of  being  painted, 
in  a great  variety  of  elegant  defigns. 

Their  pans,  in  which  they  make  fait,  are  made 
of  earth,  lined  with  clay ; and  are,  in  general, 
fix  or  eight  feet  fquare,  and  about  two-thirds  of 
a foot  in  depth.  They  are  elevated  on  a bank 
of  Hones  near  the  high-water  mark,  whence  the 
fait  water  is  conducted  to  the  bottom  of  them, 
in  trenches,  out  of  which  they  are  filled ; and, 
in  a fhort  time,  the  fun  performs  the  procefs  of 
evaporation.  The  fait  we  met  with  at  Oneeheow 
and  Atooi,  during  our  firft  vifit,  was  brownifh 
and  rather  dirty ; but  that  which  we  afterwards 
procured  in  Karakakooa  Bay,  was  white,  and  of 
an  excellent  quality  ; and  we  obtained  an  ample 
fupply  of  it,  infomuch  that,  befides  the  quantity 
ufed  by  us  in  faking  pork,  we  filled  all  our 
empty  calks  with  it. 

The  warlike  weapons  of  thefe  people  arc  dag- 
gers, which  they  call  by  the  name  pahooa  ; fpears, 
flings,  and  clubs.  The  pahooa  is  made  of  a black 
heavy  wood,  that  refembles  ebony.  It  is  com- 
monly from  one  to  two  feet  in  length ; and  has 

a firing 


I*  A C I £ I C OCEAN. 


511 

a firing  palling  through  the  handle,  by  whichj  it 
is  fufpended  to  the  arm.  The  blade  is  fomewhat 
rounded  in  the  middle  j the  Aides  are  fharp,  and 
terminate  in  a point.  This  inftrument  is  intend- 
ed for  cl ofe  engagements;  and,  in  the  hands  of 
the  natives,  is  a very  deftrudtive  one. 

Their  fpears  are  of  two  kinds,  and  are  formed 
of  a hard  wood,  which,  in  its  appearance,  is  not 
unlike  mahogany.  One  fort  is  from  fix  to  eight 
feet  in  length,  well  polilhed,  and  increafing  gra- 
dually in  thicknefs  from  the  extremity  till  within 
the  diftance  of  fix  or  feven  inches  from  the  point, 
which  tapers  fuddenly,  and  has  five  or  fix  rows 
of  barbs.  It  is  probable,  that  thefe  are  ufed  in 
the  way  of  javelins.  The  other  fort,  with  which 
the  warriors  we  faw  at  AtOoi  and  Owhyhee  were 
chiefly  armed,  are  from  twelve  to  fifteen  feet  in 
length ; and,  inftead  of  being  barbed,  terminate 
towards  the  point  in  the  manner  of  their  daggers. 

Their  flings  are  the  fame  with  our  common 
flings,  except  in  this  refpeft,  that  the  ftone  is 
lodged  on  matting  inftead  of  leather.  Their 
clubs  are  formed  indifferently  of  feveral  kinds 
of  wood  : they  are  of  various  fizes  and  fhapes^ 
and  of  rude  workmanfhip. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

Continuation  of  the  Account  of  the  Sandwich  JJlands 
■ Divifion  of  the  People  into  three  Clajes— Superior 
I owe / of  the  Ere'e-taboo  — Genealogical  Account  of 
the  Kings  of  Owyhee  and Mo  wee— . Authority  of  the 
Erees—' Tyranny  of  Pareea , exercifed  on  an  in- 
ferior Chief— Punijhment  of  Offences— Account  of 
their  Religion— Society  of  Priefts— The  Orono— 
Idols— Eatooas  of  deceafed  Chiefs— Religious 
Ceremonies , Chantings , &c.  previous  to  the  dr ink- 
' ’’S  cj  Ava  Human  Sacrifices  very  frequent 
among  them — Religious  Cuftom  of  knocking  out  the 
Fore-'Teeth — Their  Ideas  of  a future  State — Par- 
ticular Explanation  of  the  Word  Taboo— Mar- 
riages—Remarkable  Infiance  of  Jealcufy— Fune- 
ral Ceremonies  at.  the  Death  of  an  old  Chief,  &c.. 

Ii»  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  the  inhabitants  arc 
divided  into  three  claftes.  1 he  Erees,  or  chiefs 
of  each  diftricft,  are  the  firft  j and  one  of  diefe  is 
fuperior  to  the  reft,  who  is  called,  at  Owhyhee* 
Free- taboo,  and  Free  Moee ; the  firft  name  ex- 
prefting  his  authority,  and  the  latter  fignifying 
that,  in  his  prefence,  all  mull:  proftrate  them- 
ftivcs.  ft  hole  of  tne  lecond  clals  appear  to  enjoy 
a right  of  property,  but  have  r,o  authority. 
.Thole  who  compoie  the  third  clals,  are  called 
1 • towtowsM 
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towtows,  or  fervants,  and  have  not  either  rank  or 
property. 

The  fuperior  power  and  diftinftion  of  Terreeo- 
boo,  the  Eree-taboo  of  Owhyhee,  was  fufficiently 
evident  from  his  reception  at  Karakakooa,  on  his 
firft  arrival.  The  inhabitants  all  proftrated  them- 
felves  at  the  entrance  of  their  houfes ; and  the 
canoes  were  tabooed } till  he  difcharged  the  inter- 
dift.  He  was  then  juft  returned  from  Mo  wee, 
an  Hand  he  was  contending  for,  in  behalf  of 
his  fon  Teewarro,  whofe  wife  was  the  only  child 
of  the  king  of  that  place,  againft  Taheeterree,  his 
furviving  brother.  In  this  expedition,  he  was 
attended  by  many  of  his  warriors;  but  we  could 
never  learn  whether  they  ferved  him  as  volun- 
teers, or  whether  they  held  their  rank  and  property 
by  that  tenure. 

That  the  fubordinate  chiefs  are  tributary  to 
him,  is  evidently  proved  in  the  infcance  ofKaoo, 
which  has  been  already  related.  It  has  alfo  been 
obferved,  that  the  two  molt  powerful  chiefs  of 
the  Sandwich  Iflands,  are  Terreeoboo,  and  Per- 
reeorannee;  the  former  being  chief  of  Owhyhee, 
and  the  latter  of  Woahoo;  all  the  fmaller  ifles 
being  governed  by  one  of  thefe  fovereigns ; 
Mo  wee  was,  at  this  time,  claimed  by  Terreeo- 
boo, for  his  fon  and  intended  fucceftor;  Atooi 
and  Oneeheow  being  in  the  pofiefilon  of  the 
grand  Cons  of  Perreeorannee, 
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Without  entering  into  the  genealogy  of  the 
^."gs  of  Owhyhee  and  Mowee,  it  m,y  l „ecef! 

Mowk  ‘"ent,on>  that>  »hen  we  were  firft  off 
> erieeoboo  and  his  warriors  were  there 
o fopport  the  claims  made  by  his  wife,  his  fon, 
and  h,s  daughter  m law;  a„d  a battle  had  then 
been  fought  w.th  the  oppofite  party,  in  which 
Terreeoboo  had  been  viftorious.  Matters,  how- 
ver,  were  afterwards  compromifed  ; Taheeterree 
was  to  have  poffeffion  of  the  three  neighbouring 
Hands,  during  his  life;  Teewarro  to  be  acknow! 
e ge  the  Chief  of  Mowee,  and  to  fucceed  to 
O whyhee  on  the  death  of  Terreeoboo ; together 
wit  i t le  three  lflands  contiguous  to  Mowee,  after 
the  deceafe  of  Taheeterree.  If  Teewarro,  who 
has  lately  married  his  half  filler,  (hould  die 
and  leave  no  iffue  behind  him,  thofe  ifianda 
t tfcend  to  Maiha-maiha,  whom  we  have  fre 
quently  mentioned,  he  being  the  fon  of  Terreeo- 
boo s deceafed  brother  : and  lhould  he  die  with- 
out iffue,  it  is  doubtful  who  would  be  the  fuc- 
ceffor,  for  Terreeoboo’s  two  youngeft  fons,  bein-r 
born  of  a mother  who  had  no  rank,  would  be 
debarred  all  right  of  fuccefiion.  We  did  not  fee 
Queen  Rora-rora,  whom  Terreeoboo  had  left  at 
Mowee  i but  we  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing 
Kanee  Kaberaia,  the  mother  of  the  two  youths  of 
whom  he  was  fo  extremely  fond. 

From  what  has  been  already  mentioned,  it 
appears  pretty  clearly  that  their  government  is 
^ -hereditary  j 
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hereditary;  whence  it  appears  probable,  that  the 
inferior  titles  as  well  as  property,  defcend  in  the 
fame  courfe.  Refpeding  Perreeorannee,  we  only 
difcovered  that  he  is  an  Eree-taboo  ; that  he  was, 
on  fome  pretence,  invading  the  polfeflion  of  Ta- 
heeterree,  and  that  the  iflands  to  leeward  were 
governed  by  his  grandfons. 

The  Erees  appear  to  have  unlimited  power  over 
the  inferior  clafies  of  people ; many  inftances  of 
which  occurred  daily  whilft  we  continued  among 
them.  On  the  other  hand,  the  people  are  im- 
plicitly obedient.  It  is  remarkable,  however,  that 
we  never  faw  the  chiefs  exercife  any  ads  of  cruelty, 
injuftice,  or  infolence  towards  them ; though  they 
put  in  pradice  their  power  over  each  other,  in  a 
mod  tyrannical  degree : which  is  fully  proved  by 
the  two  following  inftances. 

One  of  the  lower  order  of  chiefs,  having  (hewn 
great  civility  to  the  mafter  of  the  fbip,  on  his 
examination  of  Karakakooa  Bay;  Mr.  King,  fome 
time  afterwards,  took  him  on  board  the  Refolu- 
tion,  and  introduced  him  to  Captain  Cook,  who 
engaged  him  to  dine  with  us.  While  we  remain- 
ed at  table,  Pareea  entered,  whofe  countenance 
manifefted  the  higheft  indignation  at  feeing  our 
gueft  fo  honourably  entertained.  Pie  feized  him 
by  the  hair  of  the  head,  and  would  have  dragged 
him  out  of  the  cabin,  if  the  Captain  had  not 
interfered.  After  much  altercation,  we  could 
obtain  no  other  indulgence  (without  quarrelling 
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with  Pareea)  than  that  our  gueft  fhould  be  per- 
mitted to  remain  in  the  cabin,  on  condition  that 
he  feat.ed  himfelf  on  the  floor,  while  Pareea  occu- 
pied his  place  at  the  table.  An  inftance,  fome- 
what-  fimilar,  happened  when  Terreeoboo  came 
fir.ft  on  board  the  Refolution  ; when  Maiha-maiha, 
who  attended  him,  feeing  Pareea  upon  deck, 
turned  him  mod  ignominioufly  out  of  the  flaip ; 
even  though  we  knew  Pareea  to  be  a man  of  the 
firft  confequence. 

Whether  the  lower  clafs  have  their  property 
fecured,  from  the  rapacity  of  the  great  chiefs,  we 
cannot  certainly  fay,  but  it  appears  to  be  well 
prote-dted  againft  theft  and  depredation.  All  their 
plantations,  their  houfes,  their  hogs,  and  their 
cloth,  are  left  unguarded,  without  fear  or  appre- 
henfion.  In  the  plain  country,  they  feparate  their 
pofleffions  by  walls  ■,  and,  in  the  woods  where 
horfe-plantains  grow,  they  ufe  white  flags  to 
diferiminate  property,  in  the  fame  manner  as  they 
do  bunches  of  leaves  at  Otaheite.  Thefe  cir- 
cumftances  ftrongly  indicate,  that,  where  pro- 
perty is  concerned,  the  power  of  the  chiefs  is  not 
arbitrary  ; but  fo  far  limited,  as  to  afford  encou- 
ragement to  the  inferior  orders  to  cultivate  the 
foil,  which  they  occupy  diftinct  from  each  other. 

The  information  we  could  obtain,  refpedting 
their  adminiftration  of  juftjee,  is  exceedingly  im- 
perfect* If  a quarrel  arofe  among  the  lower 
clafs  of  people,  the  matter  was  referred  to  the 
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decifion  of  Tome  chief.  If  an  inferior  chief  had 
offended  one  of  fuperior  rank,  his  puniffiment 
was  dictated  by  the  feelings  of  the  fuperior  at 
that  moment.  If  he  fhould  fortunately  efcape 
rhe  fir  ft  tranfports  of  his  rage,  he,  perhaps,  found 
means,  through  the  mediation  of  others,  to  com- 
pound for  his  offence,  by  all,  or  a part  of  his 
effedts. 

Their  religion  refembles  that  of  the  Society 
and  Friendly  Iflands.  In  common  with  each 
other,  they  have  all  their  Morals , their  What  t as  y 
their  facred  fongs,  and  their  facrifices.  Thefe 
are  convincing  proofs  that  their  religious  opinions 
are  derived  from  the  fame  fource.  The  ceremo- 
nies here  are,  indeed,  longer,  and  more  numerous 
than  in  the  iflands  above-mentioned.  And  though, 
in  all  thefe  places,  the  care  and  performance  of 
their  religious  rites,  is  committed  to  a particular 
clafs  of  people  ; yet  we  had  never  found  a regular 
fociety  of  priefts,  till  we  arrived  at  Kakooa,  in 
Karakakooa  Bay.  Orono  was  the  title  given  to  the 
principal  of  this  order ; a title  which  feemed  to 
imply  fomething  highly  facred,  and  which  almoft 
received  adoration  in  the  perfon  of  Omeeah.  The 
privilege  of  holding  the  principal  offices  in  this 
order,  is  doubtlefs  limited  to  certain  families. 
Omeeah,  the  Orono , was  Kaoo’s  fon,  and  Kairee- 
keea’s  nephew.  Kaireekeea  prefided  in  all  reli- 
gious ceremonies  at  the  morai,  in  the  abfence  of 
his  grandfather.  It  was  obferved,  likewile,  that 
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the  Ton  of  Omeeah,  an  infant  of  about  the  age 
of  five  years,  had  always  a number  of  attendants, 
and  fuch  other  marks  of  attention  and  efteem 
were  Ihewn  him,  as  we  never  obferved  in  any 
fimilar  inftance.  Hence  we  concluded,  that  his 
life  was  an  objedl  of  much  confequence,  and  that 
he  would  eventually  fucceed  to  the  high  dignity 
of  his  father. 

The  title  of  Orono , we  have  already  obferved, 
was  bellowed  upon  Captain  Cook  5 and  it  is  very 
certain  that  they  confidered  us  as  a race  of  beings 
fuperior  to  themfelves  3 frequently  repeating,  that 
great  JLatooa  lived  in  our  country.  The  favourite 
little  idol  (which  has  been  already  defcribed)  on 
the  moral , in  Karakakooa  Bay,  is  called  Koonoo - 
raekaiee , and  is  faid  to  be  Terreeoboo’s  god,  who 
alfo  refided  amongll  us. 

Infinite  variety  of  thefe  images  were  to  be  feen, 
both  on  the  morals , and  about  their  houles,  on 
which  they  bellow  different  names  3 but  they  cer- 
tainly were  held  in  very  little  ellimation,  from 
their  contemptuous  expreffions  of  them,  and  from 
their  expofing  them  to  fale  for  trifles  3 though 
they  generally  had  one  particular  figure  in  high 
favour,  to  which,  whilft  it  continued  a favourite, 
all  their  adoration  was  addrelfed.  They  arrayed 
it  in  red  cloth,  beat  their  drums,  and  fang  hymns 
before  it  3 placed  bunches  of  red  feathers,  and 
different  vegetables  at  its  feet ; and  frequently 

expofed 


PACIFIC  OCEAN.  329 

expofed  a pig,  or  a dog,  to  rot  on  the  Whatta , 
near  which  it  was  placed. 

A party  of  us  were  conducted  to  a large  houfe, 
in  a bay  to  the  fouthward  of  Karakakooa,  in 
which  we  beheld  the  black  figure  of  a man,  reft- 
ing  on  his  toes  and  fingers,  and  his  hegd  was 
inclined  backward  ; the  limbs  were  well  pro- 
portioned, and  the  whole  was  beautifully  polifhed. 
This  figure  was  called  Maee  round  which  thir- 
teen others  v/ere  placed,  with  fhapes  rude  and 
diftorted.  Thefe,  we  were  told,  were  theEatooas 
of  deceafed  chiefs,  whofe  names  they  repeated. 
Plenty  of  Whattas  were  feen  within  the  place, 
with  the  remains  of  offerings  on  many  of  them. 
They  alfo  admit  into  their  houles,  many  ludicrous 
and  obfcene  idols,  not  unlike  the  Priapus  of  the 
Ancients. 

Former  voyagers  have  remarked,  that  the  So- 
ciety and  Friendly  Ifianders,  pay  adoration  to 
particular  birds  j and  it  feems  to  be  a cuftom  that 
is  prevalent  in  thefe  ifiands.  Ravens  are  perhaps 
the  objects  of  it  here ; for  Mr.  King  faw  two  of 
thefe  birds  perfectly  tame,  at  the  village  of 
Kakooa,  and  was  told  they  were  Eatooas : he 
offered  feveral  articles  for  them,  which  were  all 
refufed ; and  he  was  particularly  cautioned  not  to 
hurt  or  offend  them. 

The  prayers  and  offerings,  made  by  the  prieffs 
before  their  meals,  may  be  clafled  among  their 
religious  ceremonies.  As  they  always  drink  ava 

before 
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before  they  begin  their  repaft,  whilft  that  is 
chewing,  the  fuperior  in  rank  begins  a fort  of 
hymn,  in  which  he  is  i'oon  after  joined  by  one  or 
more  of  the  company  ; the  bodies  of  the  others 
are  put  in  motion,  and  their  hands  are  gently 
clapped  together  in  concert  with  the  fingers. 
The  ava  being  ready,  cups  of  it  are  prefented  to 
thofe  who  do  not  join  in  the  hymn,  which  are 
held  in  their  hands  till  it  is  concluded ; when, 
with  united  voice,  they  make  a loud  refponfe, 
and  drink  their  ava.  The  performers  are  then 
ferved  with  fome  of  it,  which  they  drink,  after 
the  fame  ceremony  has  been  repeated.  And,  if 
any  perfon  of  a very  fuperior  rank  fhould  be  pre- 
fent,  a cup  is  prefented  to  him  laft  of  all.  After 
chanting  for  a fhort  time,  and  hearing  a refponfive 
chant  from  the  others,  he  pours  a fmall  quantity 
on  the  ground,  and  drinks  the  reft.  A piece  or 
the  flefh,  which  has  been  dreffed,  is  then  cut  off, 
and,  together  with  fome  of  the  vegetables,  is 
placed  at  the  foot  of  the  figure  of  the  Eatooa ; 
and,  after  another  hymn  has  been  chanted,  they 
begin  their  meal.  A ceremony,  in  many  re- 
fpedts  refmembling  this,  is  alfo  performed  by  the 
chiefs,  when  they  drink  ava  between  their  regu- 
lar meals. 

According  to  the  accounts  given  by  the  na- 
tives, human  facrifices  are  more  common  here, 
than  in  any  of  the  iflands  we  have  vifited.  They 
have  recourfe  to  t'nefe  horrid  rites  on  the  com- 
mencement 
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mencement  of  a war,  and  previous  to  every  great 
battle,  or  other  fignal  enterprize.  The  death  of 
a chief  demands  a facrifice  of  one  or  more  tow- 
tows,  according  to  the  rank  he  bears ; and  we 
were  informed  that  no  lefs  than  ten  were  doomed 
to  fuffer,  on  the  death  of  Terreeoboo.  This 
practice,  however,  is  the  lefs  horrible,  as  the  un- 
happy vittims  are  totally  unacquainted  with  their 
fate.  Thole  who  are  deftined  to  fall,  are  attack- 
ed with  large  clubs,  wherever  they  may  happen 
to  be  ; and,  after  they  are  dead,  are  conveyed  to 
the  place  where  the  fubfequent  rites  are  to  be  per- 
formed. This  brings  to  our  remembrance  the 
fkulls  of  thofe  who  had  been  facrificed  on  the 
deceafe  of  lome  principal  chief,  and  were  fixed 
to  the  moral  at  Kakooa.  At  the  village  of  Kow- 
rowa,  we  received  further  information  upon  this 
fubject;  where  we  were  fhewn  a fmall  piece  of 
ground,  within  a (tone-fence,  which  we  were 
told  was  an  Here-eere,  or  burying-place  of  a chief. 
The  perl'on  who  gave  us  this  information,  point- 
ing to  one  of  the  comers,  added, — and  there  lie 
the  tangata  and  waheene-taboo , or  the  man  and 
woman  who  became  facrifices  at  his  funeral. 

The  knocking  out  their  fore-teeth  may  be, 
'with  propriety,  clafted  among  their  religious 
cuftoms.  Molt  of  the  common  people,  and 
many  of  the  chiefs,  had  loft  one  or  more  of  them  ; 
and  this,  we  underftood  was  confidered  as  a pro- 
pitiatory facrifice  to  the  Eatooa,  to  avert  his 

anger  j 
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anger ; and  not  like  the  cutting  off  a part  of  the 
finger  at  the  Friendly  I Hands,  to  exprefs  the  vio- 
lence of  their  grief  at  the  deceafe  of  a friend. 

Of  their  opinions,  with  refpeCt  to  a future 
ftate,  we  had  very  defective  information.  On 
enquiring  of  them,  whither  the  dead  were  gone  ? 
We  were  told  that  the  breath,  which  they  feemed 
to  confider  as  the  immortal  part,  was  fled  to  the 
Eatooa.  They  feemed  alfo  to  give  a defeription 
of  fome  place,  which  they  fuppofe  to  be  the  abode 
of  the  dead  ; but  we  could  not  learn  that  they 
had  any  idea  of  rewards  or  punifhments. 

An  explanation  of  the  word  taboo,  may  not, 
in  this  place,  be  improperly  introduced.  On 
alking  the  reafons  of  the  intercourfe  being  inter- 
dicted, between  us  and  the  iflanders,  the  day 
preceding  Terreeoboo’s  arrival,  we  were  inform- 
ed, that  the  bay  was  tabooed.  The  fame  inter- 
diction took  place,  by  our  defire,  when  we  inter- 
red the  remains  of  Captain  Cook.  The  molt 
implicit  obedience,  in  thefe  two  inftances,  was 
rendered  by  the  natives  ; but  whether  on  religious 
principles,  or  in  deference  to  civil  authority,  we 
cannot  pretend  to  determine. 

Th£  ground  on  which  our  obfervatories  were 
fixed,  and  the  place  where  our  malts  were  depo- 
fited,  were  tabooed , and  the  operation  was  equally 
efficacious.  This  confecration  was  performed 
only  by  the  prielts  j and  yet,  at  our  requeff,  the 
rnen  ventured  on  the  fpot  which  was  tabooed ; 
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whence  it  fhould  Teem  they  entertained  no  reli- 
gious apprehenfions,  their  obedience  being  limit- 
ed merely  to  our  rcfufal.  No  inducements  could 
bring  the  women  near  us ; on  account,  it  is  pre- 
fumed, of  the  moral  adjoining;  which  they  are, 
at  all  times,  prohibited  from  approaching;  not 
only  here,  but  in  all  the  iHands  of  thefe  feas. 

Women,  it  has  been  oblerved,  are  always  ta- 
booed>  or  forbidden  to  eat  certain  articles  of  food. 
We  have  feen  many  of  them,  at  their  meals, 
have  their  meat  put  into  their  mouths  by  others  ; 
and,  on  our  requefting  to  know  the  reafon  of  it* 
we  were  informed,  that  they  were  tabooed , and 
not  permitted  to  feed  themfelves.  This  prohi- 
bition was  always  the  confequence  of  affiftina  at 
any  funeral,  touching  a dead  body,  and  many 
other  occafions.  The  word  taboo  is  indifferently 
applied,  either  to  perfons  or  things  ; as,  the  na- 
tives are  tabooed , the  bay  is  tabooed , &c.  This 
word  is  alfo  expreffive  of  any  thing  facred,  de- 
voted, or  eminent.  The  king  of  Owhyhee  was 
called  Eree-taboo,  and  a human  vidim,  ummU 
taboo:  and,  among  the  Friendly  Illanders,  Ton- 
ga, where  the  king  refides,  is  called  Tongataboo. 

Very  little  can  be  laid  receding  their  mar- 
ruges,  except  that  fuch  a compad  feems  to  exift 
among  them.  It  has  already  been  mentioned 
that,  when  Terreeoboo  had  left  his  queen  Kora! 
rora  at  Mowee,  another  woman  cohabited  with 
him,  by  whom  he  had  children,  and  feemed  par- 
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ticularly  attached  to  her;  but,  whether  poly- 
gamy is  allowed,  or  whether  it  is  mixed  with 
concubinage,  either  among  the  principal  or  in- 
ferior orders,  we  faw  too  little  of,  to  warrant  any 
conclufions.  From  what  we  faw  of  the  domeftic 
concerns  of  the  lower  clals  of  people,  one  man 
and  one  woman  feemed  to  have  the  direction  of 
the  houfe,  and  the  children  were  fubordinate  to 
them,  as  in  civilized  countries. 

The  following  is  the  only  inftance  of  any  thing 
like  jealoufy,  which  we  have  leen  among  them  ; 
and  which  fhews,  that,  among  married  women 
of  rank,  not  only  fidelity,  but  even  a degree  of 
referve  is  required. 

At  one  of  their  boxing-matches,  Omeah  rofe 
two  or  three  times  from  his  place,  and  approacn- 
ed  his  wife  with  ftrong  marks  of  difpleafure, 
commanding  her,  as  we  iuppoied,  to  withdraw. 
Whether  he  thought  her  beauty  engaged  too 
much  of  our  attention,  or  whatever  might  be  his 
motives,  there  certainly  exifled  no  real  caufe  of  • 
jealoufy.  She,  however,  continued  in  her  place,' 
and,  at  the  conclufion  of  the  entertainment,  join<jM 
ed  our  party;  and  even  folicited  fome  trifling! 
prefents.  She  was  informed  that  we  had  not  any 
about  us  ; but  that,  if  flic  would  accompany  us 
to  the  tent,  fhe  Ihould  be  welcome  to  make  a 
choice  of  what  ihe  liked.  She  was,  accordingly, 

proceeding  with  us;  which,  being  obferved  by 

Omeah,  he  followed  in  a great  rage,  feized  her 
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by  tl>e  hair,  and,  with  his  fills,  began  to  inflidt 
fevere  corporal  punifhment.  Having  been  the 
innocent  caufe  of  this  extraordinary  treatment, 
we  were  exceedingly  concerned  at  it ; though  we 
underfiood  it  would  be  highly  improper  for  us  to 
interfere,  between  hufband  and  wife  of  fuch  fu- 
perior  rank.  The  natives,  however,  at  length, 
interpofed;  and,  the  next  day,  we  had  the  fatif- 
fai5tion  ot  meeting  them  together,  perfectly  fa- 
tisfied  with  each  other ; and,  what  was  extremely 
lingular,  the  lady  would  not  permit  us  to  rally  the 
hufband  on  his  behaviour;  which  we  had  an  in- 
clination to  do;  plainly  telling  us,  that  he  had, 
adted  very  properly. 

At  Karakakooa  Bay,  we  had  twice  an  oppor- 
tunity of  feeing  a part  of  their  funeral  rites. 
Hearing  of  the  death  of  an  old  chief,  not  far 
from  our  obfervatories,  fome  of  us  repaired  to 
the  place,  where  we  beheld  a number  of  people 
afiembled.  1 hey  were  feated  round  an  area, 
fronting  the  houfe  where  the  deceafed  lay;  and 
a man,  having  on  a red  feathered  cap,  came  to 
the  door,  conftantly  putting  out  his  head,  and 
making  a moil  lamentable  how],  accompanied 
with  horrid  grimaces,  and  violent  diftortions  of 
the  face.  A large  mat  was  afterwards  fpread  upon 
the  area,  and  thirteen  women  and  two  men,  who 
came  out  of  the  houfe,  fat  down  upon  it  in  three 
equal  rows ; three  of  the  women,  and  the  two 
men,  being  in  front.  The  women  had  feathered 
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ruffs  on  their  necks  and  hands  ; and  their  (hould- 
ers  were  decorated  with  broad  green  leaves,  co- 
rioufly  fcolloped.  Near  a fmall  hut,  at  one  cor- 
ner of  this  area,  half  a dozen  boys  were  placed, 
waving  fmall  white  banners,  and  taboo  (ticks, 
who  would  not  fuffer  us  to  approach  them.  Hence 
we  imagined,  that  the  dead  body  was  depofited 
in  the  hut,  but  we  were  afterwards  informed  that 
it  remained  in  the  houfe,  where  the  tricks  were 
playing  at  the  door,  by  the  man  in  the  red  cap. 

I he  company,  feated  on  the  mat,  fung  a melan- 
choly  tune,  accompanied  with  a gentle  motion 
of  the  arms  and  body.  This  having  continued 
fome  time,  they  put  themfelves  in  a pofture 
between  kneeling  and  fitting,  and  their  arms 
and  bodies  into  a moft  rapid  motion,  keeping 
pace  at  the  fame  time  with  the  mufic.  Thefe 
lad  exertions  being  too  violent  to  continue,  at 
intervals  they  had  flower  motions.  An  hour 
having  paffed  in  thefe  ceremonies,  more  mats 
were  fpread  upon  the  area,  when  the  dead  chief's 
widow,  and  three  or  four  other  elderly  women, 
came  out  of  the  houfe  with  flow  and  folemn 
pace ; and  feating  themfelves  before  the  compa- 
ny, began  to  wail  mod;  bitterly,  in  which  they  • 
were  joined  by  the  three  rows  of  women  behind 
them  ; the  two  men  appearing  melancholy  and 
penfive.  They  continued  thus,  with  little  vari- 
tion,  till  late  in  the  evening,  when  we  left  them; 
and,  at  day-light  in  the  morning,  the  people 
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were  difperfed,  and  every  thing  appeared  per- 
fectly quiet.  We  were  then  given  to  underftand, 
that  the  body  was  removed  j but  we  could  not 
learn  how  it  was  difpofed  of.  While  we  were 
directing  our  enquiries  to  this  obje£t,  we  were 
approached  by  three  women  of  rank,  who  figni- 
fied  to  us,  that  our  prefence  interrupted  the  per- 
formance of  fome  necelfary  rites.  Soon  after  we 
had  left  them,  we  heard  their  cries  and  lamenta- 
tions ; and,  when  we  met  them  a few  hours  af- 
terwards, the  lower  part  of  their  faces  were  paint- 
ed perfe<5tly  black. 

We  had  alfo  an  opportunity  of  obferving  the 
ceremonies  on  the  funeral  of  one  of  the  ordinary 
clafs.  Hearing  fome  mournful  cries,  ilfuing 
from  a miferable  hut,  we  entered  it,  and  difeo- 
vered  two  women,  which  we  fuppofed  to  be  mo- 
ther and  daughter,  weeping  over  the  body  of  a 
man  who  had  that  moment  expired.  They  firft 
covered  the  body  with  a cloth  then,  lying  down 
by  it,  they  fpread  the  cloth  over  themlelves,  -be- 
ginning a melancholy  kind  of  fong,  often  repeat- 
ing Aw  eh  medoaah!  Aweh  taneel  Oh  my  father! 
Oh  my  hufband ! In  one  corner  of  the  houfe,  a 
younger  daughter  lay  proftrate  on  the  ground, 
having  fome  black  cloth  fpread  over  her,  and  re- 
peating the  fame  expreffions.  On  our  quitting 
this  melancholy  feene,  we  found  many  of  their 
neighbours,  collected  together  at  the  door,  who 
were  all  perfectly  filent,  and  attentive  to  their 
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lamentations.  Mr.  King  was  willing  to  have 
embiaced  this  opportunity  of  knowing  in  what 
manner  the  body  would  be  difpofed  of ; and 
therefore,  after  being  convinced  that  it  was  not 
removed  when  he  went  to  bed,  he  ordered  the 
fentries  to  walk  before  the  houfe,  and  if  there 
were  any  appearances  of  removing  the  body,  to 
acquaint  him  with  it.  The  fentries,  however, 
were  remifs  in  the  performance  of  their  duty,  for, 
before  the  morning,  the  body  was  taken  away. 
On  afking  how  it  had  been  difpofed  of,  they 
pointed  towards  the  fea,  perhaps  thereby  indi- 
cating, that  it  had  been  depofited  in  the  deep, 
or  that  it  had  been  conveyed  to  fome  burying- 
ground  beyond  the  bay.  The  place  of  interment 
for  the  chiefs,  is  the  moral,  or  heree  erees , and 
thofe  who  are  facrificed  on  the  occafion,  are  bu- 
ried by  the  fide  of  them.  The  moral  in  which 
the  chief  was  interred,  who,  after  making  a fpi- 
rited  refiftance,  was  killed  in  the  cave,  has  a 
hanging  of  red  cloth  round  it. 
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TRANSACTIONS  IN  A SECOND  EXPEDITION  TO  THE 
NORTH,  BY  THE  WAY  OF  KAMTSCHATKA,  AND 
IN  RETURNING  HOME,  BY  THE  WAY  OF  CAN-: 
TON,  AND  THE  CAPE  OF  GOOD  HOPE. 


CHAP.  I. 

• i 

Quit  Oneeheow — Unjuccejsful  Attempt  to  di [cover 
Modoopapappa — Steer  for  Awatfka  Bay — See  vafi 
Quantities  of  Oceanic  Birds — Prepare  for  a cold 
Climate — Seamen  require  directing  like  Children 
— Sudden  Change  of  Climate — The  leaking  of  the 
Refolution  occafions  great  Diftrefs — See  the  Coaft 
of  Kamtfchatka — Continued  Showers  of  Sleety 
and  great  Severity  of  Weather — Lofe  Sight  of  the 
Difcovery — The  Refolution  enters  Awatfka  Bay — 
With  fome  Difficulty  dif cover  the  Town  of  St. 
Peter  and  St.  Paul — Party  fent  afhore  — Avoid- 
ed by  Inhabitants  on  a Sledge — Their  Reception 
by  the  Commander  of  the  Port — Difpatches  to  the 
Commander  at  Bolcheretfk — Arrival  of  the  Dif- 
covery in  the  Bay — Return  of  the  Meffenger 

Curious  Mode  of  Travelling — Vifit  from  a Ruf- 
fian Merchant , and  a German  Servant. 

WE  weighed  anchor  on  the  15  th  of  March, 
at  feven  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and 
flood  to  the  fouth-weft,  in  expectation  of  falling 
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in  with  the  idand  of  Modoopapappa  ; the  natives 
having  afiured  ns  that  it  lay  in  that  diredlion, 
within  five  hours  fail  of  Tahoora.  About  four 
m the  afternoon,  a large  canoe  overtook  us,  in 
which  were  ten  perfons,  who  were  inhabitants  of 
Oneeheow,  and  were  proceeding  to  Tahoora  to 
catch  birds ; particularly  tropic  and  man-of-war 
birds,  which  are  faid  to  be  very  numerous  in  that 
pla.ce.  It  has  already  been  obferved,  that  the 
feathers  of  thefe  birds  are  held  in  great  efteem, 
being  principally  ufed  in  the  ornamental  parts  of 
their  drefs. 

Not  having  feen  the  ifland  at  eight  in  the  even- 
ing, we  hauled  to  the  northward  till  midnight, 
when  we  tacked  and  flood  to  the  fouth-eaft  till 
day-break  the  next  morning;  when  Tahoora 
bore  eaft-north-eaft,  diftant  about  five  or  fix 
leagues.  We  then  fleered  well- fouth- weft,  mak- 
ing a fignal  for  the  Difcovery  to  fpread  four  miles 
upon  our  ftarboard  beam.  We  flood  on  till  five, 
and  then  made  a fignal  for  the  Difcovery  to  come 
under  our  ftern,  having  given  over  all  hopes  of 
feeing  Modoopapappa.  We  fuppoled  it  might 
lie  more  foutherly  from  Tahoora,  than  the  direc- 
tion which  we  had  taken  ; though  it  is  very 
pofiible  that  we  might  have  palled  it  in  the  night, 
it  having  been  defcribed  to  us  as  a very  fmall 
ifland,  and  almoft  even  with  the  fea. 

On  the  17th,  we  fleered  weft;  Captain  Clerke 
meaning  to  keep  nearly  in  the  lame  parallel  of 
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latitude,  till  we  made  the  longitude  of  Awatfka 
Bay;  and  then  to  fleer  north  for  the  harbour  of 
St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  which  was  alfo  fixed  on 
as  our  rendezvous,  if  we  fhould  happen  to  fepa- 
rate.  This  track  was  chofen,  becaufe  we  lup- 
pofed  it  to  be  yet  unexplored,  and  we  might  pro- 
bably meet  with  fome  new  iflands  in  our  paffage. 

From  the  time  of  our  lofing  fight  of  Tahoora, 
till  the  afternoon  of  the  18th,  we  had  hardly  feen 
a bird ; we  then  faw  feveral  boobies,  and  man- 
of-war  birds,  which  induced  us  to  look  out  fharp- 
ly  for  land.  The  wind  leflened  towards  the  even- 
ing; and  the  heavy  fwell,  which  made  the  fhips 
labour  exceedingly  on  the  16th  and  17th,  was 
confiderably  abated.  No  land  appeared  the  next 
day;  and  at  noon  we  fleered  weft  by  fouth,  in 
expectation  of  finding  the  trade  winds  (which  ge- 
nerally blew  from  the  eaft  by  north)  frefher  as  we 
advanced.  It  is  remarkable,  that,  though  no 
birds  appeared  in  the  forenoon,  we  had  a multi- 
tude of  boobies  and  man-of-war  birds  about  us 
in  the  evening.  * Whence  we  fuppofed  that  we 
had  paffed  the  land,--  not  far  diftant  from  where 
the  former  flights  appeared,  and  were  approach- 
ing fome  other  ifland. 

We  had  fine  weather  and  a moderate  wind,  till 
the  23d,  when  it  increafed  to  a ftrong  gale,  and 
continued  about  twelve  hours.  Afterwards  it 
became  more  moderate,  and  remained  fo  till 
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noon  On  the  25th ; at  which  time  we  had  only  a 
very  light  air. 

In  the  morning  of  the  26th,  we  imagined  we 
faw  land  to  the  wcft-fouth-weft  but  we  difco- 
vered  our  miflake,  after  failing  fixteen  leagues 
in  that  direction;  and,  night  approaching,  we 
again  fteeied  weft.  We  purfued  this courfe,  with- 
out much  alteration  in  the  wind,  till  the  29th, 
when  it  lhifted  about,  and  was  in  the  weft  for  a 
few  hours  in  the  night  j the  weather  being  cloudy, 
accompanied  with  a great  deal  of  rain.  For  fome 
days  paft,  we  had  met  with  feveral  turtles,  one  of 
which  was  fo  remarkably  fmall,  as  not  to  exceed 
three  inches  in  length.  We  were  again  vifited 
by  man-of-war  birds,  and  an  uncommon  kind  of 
boobies.  They  were  entirely  white,  except  a 
black  fpot  at  the  tip  of  each  wing,  and  had  a 
ftrong  refemblance  of  gannets,  at  firft  fight. 

The  continuation  of  the  light  winds,  with  the 
very  unfettled  ftate  of  the  weather,  and  the  little 
expectation  we  had  of  any  change  for  the  better, 
induced  Captain  Clerke  to  give  up  his  plan  of 
keeping  within  the  tropical  latitudes.  In  confc- 
quence  of  which,  we  began,  at  fix  o’clock  this 
evening,  to  fteer  north-weft  by  north.  The  light 
winds  almoft  conftantly  prevailed,  after  our  de- 
parture from  the  Sandwich  Iilands  j during  which 
time,  the  air  was  hot  and  fultry ; the  thermome- 
ter being  generally  from  So'J„to  83°.  We  had 
1 alfo 
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alfo  a confiderable  fwell  from  the  north-cad,  in 
which  the  fhips  were  drained  exceedingly. 

On  the  id  of  April,  in  the  morning,  the  wind 
changed  to  the  north-ead  by  ead,  and  continued 
to  blow  a frefh  breeze  till  the  4th,  in  the  morn- 
ing, when  it  altered  two  points.  At  noon  it  blew 
a drong  gale,  which  continued  till  the  5th,  in 
the  afternoon.  It  then  changed  its  diredtion  to 
the  fouth  ead,  and  blew  moderate,  with  much 
rain.  We  kept  deering,  all  this  time,  to  the 
north-wed,  againd  a flow  current  from  that 
quarter.  On  the  4th,  when  our  latitude  was  26° 
17',  and  our  longitude  1730  30',  we  faw  great 
numbers  of  what  are  called  (by  the  failors)  Por- 
tuguefe  men-of-war,  holothuria  phyfalis.  Vaft 
quantities  of  oceanic  birds  likewife  attended  us, 
among  which  we  difeovered  the  flieer-water  and 
albatrofs. 

About  noon  on  the  6th,  we  lod  the  trade  wind. 
We  were  then  in  the  latitude  of  29°  50',  and  the 
longitude  of  170°  i'.  Our  old  running  ropes 
having  been  continually  breaking  in  the  late  gales, 
we  reeved  all  the  new  ones  we  had  left,  and 
made  other  neceffary  preparations  for  the  different 
climate  we  were  ffiortly  to  encounter.  The  fine 
weather,  which  we  experienced  between  the  tro- 
pics, had  not  been  mifemployed.  The  carpenters 
were  diffidently  engaged  in  repairing  the  boats. 
Our  bed  bower  cable  having  received  fo  much 
injury  in  Karakakooah  Bay,  and  off  Oneeheow,  as 
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to  occafion  forty  fathoms  to  be  cut  from  it;  we 
converted  that,  together  with  fome  other  old 
cordage,  into  fpun-yarn,  and  applied  it  to  various 
purpoies.  By  which  means,  many  of  our  people 
were  kept  wholly  employed  by  the  boatfwain. 
Befides,  it  was  now  become  a troublefome,  and 
laborious  part  of  our  duty,  to  air  the  fails,  &c. 
which  were  continually  growing  wet,  from  the 
leakinels  of  the  fides  and  decks  of  the  veflels. 

There  were  other  cares,  which  had  the  prefer- 
vation  of  the  health  of  the  crews  for  their  objeft  ; 
and  thefe  continually  occupied  a great  number  of 
our  hands.  Captain  Cook’s  eftabliffied  orders  of 
airing  the  beds,  having  fires  between  decks, 
fmoking  them  with  gun-powder,  and  wafhing 
them  with  vinegar,  were  invariably  obferved. 
Even  the  mending  of  the  failors  old  jackets,  was 
now  become  a duty  of  importance.  Thofe  who 
are  unacquainted  with  the  habits  and  difpofition 
of  feamen,  require  to  be  informed,  that  they  are 
io  accuftomed  to  be  directed  by  their  officers, 
refpeCting  the  care  of  themfelves,  that  they  con- 
tract the  thoughtleffnefs  of  infants.  It  is  very 
certain,  that  had  our  people  been  fuffered  to  aCt 
according  to  their  own  difcretion,  the  whole  crew 
would  have  been  naked,  before  half  the  comple- 
tion of  the  voyage.  It  might  naturally  be  fup- 
poled,  from  their  having  experienced  a voyage  to 
the  north  the  laft  year,  that  they  would  be  tho- 
roughly fenfible  of  she  neceflity  of  paying  atten- 
tion 
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tion  to  thefe  matters  ; but  thefe  reflections  never 
operated  upon  them  ; for,  as  foon  as  we  returned 
to  the  tropical  climates,  their  fur  jackets,  and 
other  articles  calculated  for  cold  climates,  were 
kicked  about  the  decks  as  ufelefs  and  inlignifi- 
cant ; though  every  one  among  us  knew  we  were 
to  make  another  voyage  towards  the  Pole.  They 
were,  however,  taken  up  and  put  into  calks,  by 
the  officers,  and,  about  this  time,  reftored  to 
their  proper  owners. 

We  perceived  in  the  afternoon,  fome  of  the 
Iheathing  floating  by  the  fhip  : and  difcovered, 
upon  examination,  that  about  fourteen  feet  had 
been  wafhed  off  under  the  lar-board  bow;  where 
the  leak  was  fuppofed  to  have  been,  which  had 
kept  the  people  employed  at  the  pumps,  ever 
fince  our  departure  from  the  Sandwich  Iflands ; 
making  twelve  inches  water  an  hour.  A number 
of  fmall  crabs,  of  a pale  blue  colour,  we  had 
this  day  a fight  of ; and  were  again  accompanied 
by  fheer-waters  and  albatrofies.  In  the  night- 
time, the  thermometer  funk  eleven  degrees  ; and, 
though  it  was  then  as  high  as  590,  we  endured 
much  from  the  cold  ; our  feelings  not  being  yet 
reconciled  to  that  degree  of  temperature. 

We  had  a frelh  wind  from  the  north,  till  Thurf- 
day  the  8th,  in  the  morning;  it  then  became 
more  moderate,  and  was  accompanied  with  fair 
weather.  Afterwards  it  changed  its  direction  to 
the  eaft,  and  then  to  the  fouth. 
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About  noon,  on  the  9th,  we  were  in  the  lati- 
tude of  320  16',  and  in  the  longitude  of  16b0  40'. 
On  the  10th,  we  eroded  the  track  by  which  the 
Spaniffi  galleons  pafs  from  the  Manillas  to  Aca- 
pulco, and  expected  to  have  feen  the  ifland  of 
Rica  de  Plata;  which,  according  to  De  Lille’s 
chart,  which  points  out  the  route  of  thole  ihips, 
ought  to  have  appeared.  Its  latitude  is  there 
mentioned  to  be  33°  30'  north,  and  its  longitude 
166"  eaft.  Though  fo  far  advanced  to  the  north- 
ward, we  this  day  faw  a tropic  bird;  and  feveral 
other  kinds  of  oceanic  birds ; fuch  as  ffieer- 
v/aters,  albatrofles,  puffins,  and  fea-parrots. 

At  noon,  on  the  nth,  our  latitude  was  350  30', 
and  our  longitude  165°  45'.  We  this  day  faw 
plenty  of  lea-birds,  and  feveral  bunches  of  fea- 
weed.  The  Difcovery  alfo  patted  a log  of  wood  ; 
but  no  other  figns  of  land  appeared. 

On  the  1 2th,  the  wind  veered  to  the  eaft,  and 
blew  fo  ftrong  a gale,  as  to  oblige  us  to  ftrike  our 
top-gallant  yards.  We  happened,  unfortunately, 
to  be  upon  the  moft  difadvantageous  tack  for  our 
leak.  But,  having  always  kept  it  under  with 
the  hand-pumps,  it  gave  us  but  little  concern  till 
Tuefday  the  13th,  at  fix  in  the  afternoon,  when 
a fudden  inundation  deluged  the  whole  fpace  be- 
tween decks,  and  alarmed  us  much.  The  water, 
which  had  made  its  way  into  the  coal-hole,  not 
finding  apafiage  into  the  well,  had  forced  up  the 
platforms  over  it,  and  inftantaneoufly  fet  every 

thin® 


PACIFIC  OCEAN. 


347 


thing  afloat.  Our  fituation  was  the  more  dii- 
trefling,  as  we  could  not  immediately  difcover 
any  means  of  relieving  ourfelves.  It  could  be  of 
no  fervice  to  place  a pump  through  the  upper- 
decks  into  the  coal-hole ; and,  it  was  become  im- 
pra&icable  to  bale  the  water  out  with  buckets. 
We  had,  therefore,  no  other  expedient  left,  than, 
to  cut  a hole  through  the  bulk-head,  which  fepa- 
rated  the  coal-hole  from  the  fore-hold,  and  thus 
form  a paflage  for  the  water  into  the  well.  Before 
this  could  be  effected,  however,  the  c^fks  of  dry 
provifions  were  to  be  got  out  of  the  fore-hold, 
which  took  us  the  remainder  of  the  night;  the 
carpenters,  therefore,  could  not  get  at  the  parti- 
tion till  the  next  morning.  The  paflage  being 
made,  the  principal  part  of  the  water  ran  into  the 
well,  when  we  were  enabled  to  get  out  the  reft 
with  buckets.  The  leak  was  now  greatly  in-, 
c leafed,  infomuch  that  half  our  people  were  con- 
ftantly  employed  in  pumping  and  baleing,  till 
the  15th,  at  noon.  Our  men  fubmitted  chear- 
fully  to  this  exceflive  fatigue;  and,  to  add  to 
their  fufferings,  they  had  not  a dry  place  to  fleep 
in  : but,  in  order  to  make  them  fome  amends, 
they  were  permitted  to  have  their  full  allowance 
o.f  grog. 

As  the  weather  grew  more  moderate,  and  the 
fwell  abated,  we  cleared  away  the  reft  of  the  calks 
from  the  fore- hold,  and  made  a proper  paflage 
for  the  water  to  the  pumps.  We  faw  a piece  of 
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driftwood,  of  a greenish  hue,  and  founded,  but 
found  no  bottom  with  a hundred  andfixty  fathoms 
of  line.  At  noon,  this  day,  we  were  in  the  lati- 
tude of  410  52',  and  in  the  longitude  of  1610  15'. 

At  noon,  on  the  1 6th,  our  latitude  was42°  12' 
and  our  longitude  i6o°5'j  and,  being  near  the 
lituation  where  De  Gama  is  faid  to  have  feen  a 
great  extent  of  land,  we  were  glad  of  an  oppor- 
tunity of  contributing  to  remove  the  doubts,  if 
any  yet  remained,  refpedting  this  pretended  dis- 
covery. It  is  fomewhat  remarkable  that  it  can- 
not be  difcovered  who  this  John  de  Gama  was, 
when  he  lived,  or  at  what  time  he  made  this 
difcovery. 

Muller  relates,  that  the  firft  account  of  it  was 
in  a chart  publifhed  by  Texeira,  in  16495  who 
places  it  between  the  latitudes  of  440  and  450, 
and  calls  it  “ land  feen  by  John  de  Gama,  in  a 
voyage  from  China  to  New  Spain.”  Why  the 
French  geographers  have  removed  it  five  degrees 
to  the  eattward,  we  cannot  comprehend  ■,  unlefs 
we  fuppofe  it  to  have  been  to  make  room  for 
another  frelh  difcovery  made  by  the  Dutch,  called 
Company’s  Land. 

The  wind  was  very  unfettled  the  whole  day, 

and  blew  in  frelh  gulls,  which  were  lucceeded  by 

dead  calms.  Though  thefe  were  not  unpromifing 

appearances,  yet,  after  Handing  off  and  on  the 

whole  day,  without  perceiving  land,  wre  (leered 

to  the  northward  j not  chufing  to  lofe  much  time 
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in  fearch  of  an  object,  the  exiftence  of  which 
was  univerfally  difbelieved.  The  whole  of  the 
1 6th,  our  people  were  employed  in  drying  their 
wet  things,  and  in  airing  the  fhips  below. 

The  increafing  inclemency  of  the  northern 
climate  was  now  feverely  felt.  On  the  i8tb,  in 
the  morning,  we  were  in  the  latitude  of  450  40', 
and  the  longitude  of  160°  2.5 h We  had  fnow, 
fleet,  and  ftrong  gales  from  the  fouth-weft.  Con- 
fldering  the  feafon  of  the  year,  and  the  quarter 
from  which  the  wind  came,  this  is  rather  a re- 
markable circumftance.  In  the  day-time  of  the 
19th,  the  thermometer  remained  at  the  freezing 
point,  and  fell  to  290  at  four  in  the  morning. 
On  comparing  the  degree  of  heat,  during  the 
fultry  weather  at  the  beginning  of  this  month, 
with  the  extreme  cold  which  we  now  endured, 
fome  idea  may  be  formed  of  our  fuffe rings  upon 
fo  rapid  a change. 

The  gale  which  we  had  on  the  18th,  had  fplit 
molt  of  the  fails  we  had  bent ; and,  as  thefe  were 
our  fecond  fuit,  we  were  obliged  to  have  recourfe 
to  our  lafb  and  belt  fet.  Captain  Clerk’s  difficul- 
ties were  augmented  by  the  fea  being  generally 
fo  rough,  and  the  fhips  fo  extremely  leaky,  that 
there  was  no  place  to  repair  the  fails  in,  except 
his  apartments,  which  was  aferious  inconvenience 
to  him,  in  his  declining  ftate  of  health. 

At  noon  on  the  20th,  our  latitude  was  490  45' 
north,  and  our  longitude.  161°  15'  eaft,  and  we 
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earneftly  expected  to  fall  in  with  the  coaft  of 
Afia;  when  the  wind  fhifeed  to  the  north,  where 
it  continued  the  day  following.  Though  our  pro- 
grefs  was  thus  retarded,  we  were  confiderably  re- 
freshed by  the  fair  weather  it  produced.  On  the 
2 1 ft,  in  the  forenoon,  we  had  the  fight  of  a whale, 
and  a land-bird  and,  as  the  water  appeared 
muddy,  we  founded  in  the  afternoon,  but  could 
not  find  ground  with  an  hundred  and  forty  fathoms 
of  line.  In  the  courfe  of  the  three  preceding 
days,  we  faw  a large  quantity  of  wild-fowl,  fome- 
what  refembling  ducks.  This  ufually  indicates 
the  vicinity  of  land,  but  no  other  figns  of  it  had 
been  feen  fince  the  16th,  in  which  time  we  had 
failed  an  hundred  and.  fifty  leagues  and  upwards. 

The  wind  fhifted  to  the  north-eaft,  on  the  22d, 
and  was  attended  with  mifty  weather.  The  cold 
was  fo  intenfe  and  the  ropes  frozen  to  fuch  a de- 
gree, that  it  was  a bufinefs  of  great  difficulty  to 
force  them  through  the  blocks.  On  comparing 
our  prefent  pofition  with  the  lbuthern  parts  of 
Kamtfchatka,  as  given  in  the  Ruffian  charts.  Cap- 
tain Clerke  thought  it  might  be  dangerous  to  run 
on  towards  the  land  all  night.  We  therefore 
tacked  at  ten,  founded,  and  had  ground  with 
feventy  fathoms  of  line. 

At  fix  in  the  morning  on  the  2jd,  the  fog  clear- 
ing away,  we  faw  mountains  covered  with  fnow, 
and  a high  conical  rock,  at  the  diftance  of  about 
three  or  four  leagues.  Soon  after  we  had  taken 
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this  imperfect  view,  a thick  fog  again  appeared. 
According  to  our  maps,  we  were  now  but  eight 
leagues  from  the  entrance  of  Awatfka  Bay ; there- 
fore, when  the  weather  cleared  up,  we  flood  in 
to  take  a nearer  furvey  of  the  country  j when  a 
moil  difmal  and  dreary  profped  prefented  itfelf. 
The  coaft  is  ftraight  and  uniform,  without  bays, 
or  inlets ; from  the  fhore,  the  ground  rifes  in 
moderate  hills,  and  behind  them  are  ranges  of 
mountains,  whofe  fummits  penetrate  the  clouds. 
The  whole  was  covered  with  fnow,  except  the 
Tides  of  fome  cliffs,  which  rofe  too  perpendicu- 
larly from  the  Tea,  to  permit  the  fnow  to  lie 
upon  them. 

The  wind  blew  flrong  from  the  north-eafl,  with 
hazy  weather  and  fleet,  from  the  24th  to  the  28th  ^ 
the  thermometer,  during  that  time,  being  never 
higher  than  30^°.  The  fhip  refembled  a com- 
plete mafs  of  ice  -y  the  fhrouds  being  fo  incrufled 
with  it,  as  to  double  their  dimenfions;  and,  in- 
deed, the  oldefl  feaman  among  us  had  never  ex- 
perienced fuch  continued  fhowers  of  fleet,  and 
that  extremity  of  cold,  which  we  had  now  to 
encounter.  The  inclemency  of  the  weather, 
the  difficulty  of  working  our  ffiips,  and  the  in- 
ceffant  duty  required  at  the  pumps,  rendered  the 
fervice  intolerable  to  many  of  our  crew ; fome 
of  whom  were  much  froft-bitten,  and  others  were 
confined  with  colds.  We  continued  Handing  four 
hours  on  each  tack,  having  foundings  of  fixty 
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fathoms,  when  within  three  leagues  of  the  land  ; 
but  no  founding  at  double  that  diftance. 

We  had,  on  the  25th,  an  imperfeCt  glance  of 
the  entrance  of  Awatflca  Bay,  but  could  not  pre- 
fume to  venture  into  it,  in  the  prefent  condition 
of  the  weather.  We  again  flood  off,  when  we 
loft  fight  of  the  Difcovery,  which  gave  us  little 
concern,  being  now  almoft  arrived  at  the  place 
of  rendezvous. 

In  the  morning  of  the  28th,  the  weather  cleared 
up,  with  a light  breeze  continuing  from  the  fame 
quarter.  Having  a fine  warm  day,  we  were  in 
expectation  of  a thaw,  and  therefore  the  men 
were  bufied  in  taking  the  ice  from  the  rigging, 
fails,  &c.  that  it  might  not  fall  upon  our  heads. 
At  noon,  when  our  latitude  was  52°  44',  and  our 
longitude  159°,  the  entrance  of  Awatfka  Bay 
bore  north- weft,  at  the  diftance  of  about  three  or 
four  leagues  ; and,  at  three  in  the  afternoon,  we 
flood  in  with  a fair  wind  from  the  fouthward, 
having  foundings  from  twenty-two  to  feven 
fathoms. 

The  mouth  of  Awatflca  Bay  opens  in  the  di- 
rection of  north  north-weft.  On  the  fouth  fide, 
the  land  is  moderately  high  : it  rifes,  to  the  north- 
ward, into  a bluff-head.  Three  remarkable  rocks 
lie  in  the  channel  between  them,  not  far  from  the 
north-eaft  fide  ; and,  on  the  oppofite  fide,  a Angle 
rock  of  a confiderable  fize.  There  is  a look-out 
ho ufe  on  the  north-head,  which  is  ufed  as  a light- 

houfc. 


PACIFIC  OCEAN. 


3 S3 


houle,  when  any  of  the  Ruffian  ffiips  are  expedit- 
ed upon  the  coaft.  It  had  a flng-ftaff  in  it ; but 
there  did  not  appear  to  be  any  perfon  there. 

Palling  the  mouth  of  the  bay,  which  extends 
about  four  miles  in  length,  a circular  bafon  pre- 
fents  itfelf,  of  about  twenty-five  miles  in  circum- 
ference ; in  which,  at  about  four  o’clock,  we 
anchored  in  fix  fathom  water  ; fearing  to  run  foul 
of  a fhoal  mentioned  by  Muller  to  lie  in  the 
channel.  Great  quantities  of  loofe  ice  drifted 
with  the  tide  in  the  middle  of  the  bay;  but  the 
ffiores  were  wholly  blocked  up  with  it.  Plenty 
of  wild-fowl,  of  various  kinds,  were  feen  ; alfo 
large  flights  of  Greenland  pigeons;  together  with 
ravens  and  eagles.  We  looked  at  every  corner 
of  the  bay,  to  fee  if  we  could  difeern  the  town  of 
St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  which,  from  the  accounts 
we  had  received  at  Oonalafhka,  we  fuppofed  to 
be  a place  of  ftrength  and  confequence.  At  lad 
we  perceived,  to  the  north-cad,  fome  miferable 
log-houfes,  and  a few  conical  huts,  amounting, 
in  the  whole,  to  about  thirty;  which,  from  their 
fituation,  we  concluded  to  be  Petropaulowfka. 
In  juftice,  however,  to  the  hofpitable  treatment 
we  found  here,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  anticipate 
the  reader’s  curiofity,  by  alluring  him  that  our 
difappointment  proved  in  the  end,-  a matter  of 
entertainment  to  us.  In  this  wretched  extremity 
of  the  earth,  beyond  conception  barbarous  and  in- 
hofpitable,  out  of  the  reach  of  civilization,  bound 
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and  barricadoed  with  ice,  and  covered  with  fum- 
mer  fnow,  we  experienced  the  tendereft  feelings 
o(  humanity,  joined  to  a noblenefs  of  mind,  and 
elevation  of  fentiment,  which  would  have  done 
honour  to  any  clime  or  nation. 

In  the  morning  of  the  29th,  at  day-light,  Mr. 
King  was  fent  with  the  boats  to  examine  the  bay, 
and  to  prefent  the  letters  to  the  Ruffian  com- 
mander, which  we  had  brought  from  Oonalafhka. 
We  proceeded  towards  the  village  juft  mentioned, 
and,  having  advanced  as  far  as  we  could  with  the 
boats,  we  got  upon  the  ice,  which  reached  about 
half  a mile  from  the  fhore.  Mr.  King  was  at- 
tended by  Mr.  Webber,  and  two  of  the  feamen, 
wbilft  the  mafter  went  to  finifh  the  furvey ; the 
jolly  boat  being  left  to  carry  us  back. 

Probably  the  inhabitants  had  not,  by  this  time, 
feen  either  the  fhips  or  the  boats ; for,  even  on 
the  ice,  no  appearance  of  a living  creature  could 
be  feen  in  the  town.  When  farther  advanced  on 
the  ice,  a few  men  were  feen  hurrying  back- 
wards and  forwards ; and  afterwards  a fledge  with! 
one  perfon  in  it,  and  drawn  by  dogs,  approach- 
ed us. 

Struck  with  this  unufual  fight,  and  admiring 
the  civility  of  this  ftranger,  who  we  luppofed  was 
corning  to  our  aflrftance,  we  were  aftonifhed  to 
fee  him  turn  fhort  round,  and  direct  his  courfe 
towards  the  ofirog.  We  were  equally  chagrined 
and  difappointed  at  this  abrupt  departure  ; efpe- 
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daily  as  our  journey  over  the  ice  began  to  be 
both  difficult  and  dangerous.  At  every  ftep  we 
took,  we  funk  almoft  knee-deep  in  the  fnow ; 
and,  though  there  was  tolerable  footing  at  the 
bottom,  the  weak  parts  of  the  ice  were  not  dif- 
coverable,  and  we  were  continually  expofed  to 
the  rifle  of  breaking  through  it.  Indeed  this 
accident  actually  happened  to  Mr.  King  j but, 
by  the  affiftance  of  a boat-hook,  he  was  enabled 
to  get  upon  firm  ice  again. 

' The  nearer  we  approached  the  fhore,  we  found 
the  ice  ftill  more  broken.  The  fight  of  another 
fledge  advancing  towards  us,  however,  afforded  us 
fome  comfort.  But,  inftead  of  coming  to  re- 
lieve  us,  the  driver  ftopt  fhort,  and  called  out  to 
us.  Mr.  King  immediately  held  up  Ifmyloff’s 
letters.  In  confequence  of  which,  he  turned 
about,  and  went  full  fpeed  back  again  ; followed 
with  the  execrations  of  fome  of  our  party.  Un- 
able to  draw  any  conclufion  from  this  unaccount- 
able benaviour,  we  ftill  proceeded  towards  the 
oji-rog,  with  the  greateft  circumfpedtion ; and, 
when  at  the  diftance  of  about  a quarter  of  a mile 
from  it,  we  obferved  a body  of  armed  men  ad- 
vancing towards  us.  To  avoid  giving  them  any 
alarm,  and  to  preferve  the  moft  peaceable  appear- 
ance, Mr.  King  and  Mr.  Webber  marched  in 
front,  and  the  men,  who  had  boat-hooks  in  their 
hands,  were  ordered  in  the  rear.  The  armed 
party  confided  of  about  thirty  foldiers,  preceded 
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by  a perfon  with  a cane  in  his  hand.  Within  a 
few  paces  of  us,  he  halted,  and  drew  up  his  men 
in  a martial  order.  Mr.  King  prefented  Ifmy- 
lofFs  letters  to  him,  and  vainly  endeavoured  to 
make  him  underftand  that  we  were  English,  and 
had  brought  thefe  difpatches  from  Oonalaihka. 

Elaving  attentively  examined  us,  he  conducted 
us  towards  the  village  in  folemn  filence,  frequent- 
ly halting  his  men,  and  making  them  pertorm 
different  parts  of  their  manual  exercife  ; in  order 
to  flaew  us,  perhaps,  that,  if  we  fhoukl  prefume 
to  offer  any  violence,  we  lhould  have  to  deal  with 
thofe  who  knew  what  they  were  about. 

During  the  whole  of  this  time,  Mr.  King  was 
in  his  wet  clothes,  fhivering  with  cold  ; yet  he 
could  not  avoid  being  diverted  with  this  mili- 
tary parade,  though  it  was  attended  by  an  unfea- 
fonable  delay.  Arriving,  at, length,  at  the  habi- 
tation of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  party, 
we  were  ufheredin;  and,  after  giving  orders  to 
the  military  without  doors,  our  hod  appeared, 
accompanied  by  the  fecretary  of  the  port.  One 
of  the  letters  from  Ifmyloff  was  now  opened,  and 
the  other  fent  exprefs  to  Bolcheretlk,  a town 
on  the  weft  fide  of  Kamtfchatka,  and  the  place 
of  refidence  of  the  Ruffian  commander  of  this 
province. 

It  appears  extraordinary,  that  the  natives  had 
not  feen  the  Refolution  the  preceding  day,  when 
we  anchored  in  the  bay ; nor  this  morning  tiil  our 
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boats  approached  the  ice.  The  firft  fight  of  the 
• fhip,  we  underftood,  had  ftruck  them  with  a 
confiderable  panic.  The  garriion  was  inftantly 
put  under  arms  ; two  field-pieces  were  placed  be- 
fore the  commander’s  houfe ; and  powder,  fhot, 
and  lighted  matches  were  all  in  readinefs. 

The  officer,  who  had  conducted  us  to  his  houfe, 
was  a ferjeant ; and  alio  the  commander  of  the 
vfirog.  After  he  had  recovered  from  the  alarm 
which  our  arrival  had  produced,  the  kind nefs  and 
hofpitality  of  his  behaviour  was  aftonifhing.  His 
houfe,  indeed,  was  intolerably  hot,  but  remark- 
ably neat  and  clean.  After  Mr.  King  had  chang- 
ed his  clothes,  by  putting  on  a complete  fuit  of 
the  ferjeant’s,  at  his  earned:  requeft ; we  werere- 
quefled  to  partake  of  a dinner,  which  wasdoubt- 
lefs  the  beft  he  could  procure;  and,  confidering 
our  vifit  was  unexpected,  was  ingenioufly  con- 
duced. To  have  prepared  foup  and  bouilli , 
would  have  required  fome  time ; inftead  of  which, 
we  had  fome  cold  beef  lliced,  with  boiling  water 
poured  over  it.  After  that  we  were  regaled  with 
a large  roafted  bird,  the  tafte  of  which  was  mod: 
delicious,  though  we  were  unacquainted  with  its 
fpecies.  Having  eaten  a part  of  this,  it  was  re- 
moved, and  fifh  were  ferved  up,  dreifed  in  two 
different  methods.  Soon  after  which  the  bird  ap- 
peared again  in  favoury  and  fweet  pates.  Our 
liquor  was  fuch  as  the  Ruffians  diftinguifh  by 
the  name  of  j tuifs,  and  was  the  mod  indifferent 
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part  of  our  entertainment.  The  ferjeant’s  wife 
i'erved  up  feveral  of  the  difnes,  and  was  not  per- 
mitted to  fit  down  at  table  with  us. 

Our  jepalt  being  finifhed,  during  which  our 
converlation  was  limited  to  a few  bows,  and 
other  perfonal  tokens  of  mutual  refpedt,  we  ftrove 
to  explain  to  our  holt,  the  occafion  of  our  vifit 
to  this  port.  Probably  Ifmyloff  had  written  to 
them  on  this  fubjeft,  in  the  letters  we  had  deli- 
vered, as  we  made  him  readily  conceive  our 
meaning  j but,  as  there  was  not  a Derfon  in  the 
place,  who  knew  any  other  language  than  Ruffian 
or  Kamtfchadale,  we  found  it  extremely  difficult 
to  comprehend  what  he  endeavoured  to  commu- 
nicate to  us.  After  much  time  fpent  in  our  at- 
tempts to  underftand  each  other,  the  fum  of  the 
intelligence  we  had  received  appeared  to  be, 
that,  though  we  could  not  be  fupplied  with  pro- 
yifions  or  ftores  at  this  place,  yet  thole  articles 
were  to  be  procured,  in  great  plenty,  at  Bolche- 
1 etlk.  That  he  doubted  not,  but  the  comman- 
der would  readily  fupply  us  with  what  we  want- 
ed y but  that,  till  he  had  received  Ins  orders, 
neither  he,  nor  any  of  the  natives,  could  even 
venture  on  board  the  veflel. 

It  being  now  time  for  us  to  depart,  and  as 
Mr.  King’s  clothes  were  .not  yet  dry,  he  again 
frad  recourfe  to  the  ferjeant’s  benevolence  for  his 
leave  to  carry  thole  on  board  which  he  had  bor- 
rowed of  him.  This  requelt  was  chearfully  com- 
plied 
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plied  with  j and  a fledge,  with  five  dogs,  and  a 
driver,  was  inftantly  provided  foi  each  of  oui 
party.  This  mode  of  conveyance  afforded  high 
entertainment  for  the  failors ; and  they  were  de- 
lighted (till  more,  when  they  found  that  the  two 
boat-hooks  had  a fledge  appropriated  iolely  to 
themfelves.  Thefe  fledges  are  fo  light,  and  fo 
admirably  conftrufted  for  the  purpofes  they  are 
intended,  that  they  went  fafely  and  expeditioufly 
over  the  ice,  which  we  fhould  have  found  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  have  paffed  on  foot. 

The  boats,  on  our  return,  were  towing  the 
Refolution  towards  the  village ; and,  at  feven, 
we  moored  clofe  to  the  ice ; the  entrance  of  the 
bay  bearing  fouth  by  eaft,  and  the  ojlrog  north, 
at  the  diftance  of  one  mile  and  a half. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th,  the  cafks  and 
cables  were  taken  to  the  quarter-deck,  to  lighten 
the  Veffel  forward  ; and  the  carpenters  proceeded 
to  flop  the  leak,  which  had  occafloned  us  fo 
much  trouble.  It  appeared  to  have  been  occa- 
fioned  by  fome  fheathing  falling  off  from  the 
larboard- bow,  and  the  oakum  having  been  waffi- 
ed  out  from  between  the  planks.  We  had  fuch 
warm  weather  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  that  the 
ice  began  to  break  away  very  faff,  and  almoff 
choaked  up  the  entrance  of  the  bay.  Several  of 
our  officers  waited  upon  the  ferjeant,  who  receiv- 
ed them  with  great  civility , and  Captain  Clerke 
made  him  a prefent  of  two  bottles  of  rum,  think- 
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ing  be  could  not  fend  him  any  thing  more  ac- 
ceptable. In  return,  he  leceived  twenty  fine 
trouts,  and  fome  excellent  fowls  of  the  groufe 
kind.  Though  the  bay  fwarmed  with  ducks  and 
G^eenland-pigeons,  our  fportfmen  had  no  fuccefs, 
for  they  were  fo  exceedingly  fhy  as  not  to  come 
within  fnot. 

On  the  1 ft  of  May,  in  the  morning,  we  faw 
Difcovery  ftanding  in  the  bay  j a boat  was 
difpatched  to  her  aftiitance,  and  Ihe  was  moored, 
in  the  afternoon,  clofe  by  the  Refolution.  Wq 
were  then  informed,  that,  after  the  weather  be- 
came clear  on  the  28th,  (the  day  Ihe  parted  com- 
pany) they  were  to  leeward  of  the  bay ; and  the 
following  day,  when  they  got  abreaft  of  it,  fee- 
ing the  entrance  choaked  up  with  ice,  they  fired 
guns  and  flood  off,  fuppofing  we  could  not  be 
here ; but  afterwards,  perceiving  it  was  only 
drift  ice,  they  ventured  to  come  in. 

On  Sunday  the  2d,  we  had  heavy  fhowers  of 
fnow,  and  the  weather  was  fo  exceedingly  unfet- 
tled, that  the  carpenters  could  not  proceed  in 
their  bufinefs.  In  the  evening  the  thermometer 
flood  at  28°,  and  the  froft  in  the  night  was  re- 
markably fevere. 

Two  fledges  being  obferved  to  drive  into  the 
village,  on  the  morning  of  the  3d,  Mr.  King 
was  ordered  on  fhorc,  to  learn  whether  any  an- 
fwer  was  arrived  from  the  commander  of  Kamtf- 
chatka,  which  the  ferjeant  informed  us  might  be 
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reafonably  expe&ed  about  this  time.  The  dif- 
tance  from  Bolcheretfk  to  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul’s, 
is  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  Englifh  miles. 
The  dogs  were  fent  off  with  Qur  difpatches,  on 
the  29th  at  noon ; and  returned  with  an  anfwer, 
as  we  were  afterwards  informed,  early  this  morn- 
ing: fo  that  fchey  performed  a journey  of  two 
hundred  and  feventy  miles,  in  a little  more  than, 
three  days  and  a half. 

For  the  prefent,  however,  the  return  of  the 
commander’s  anfwer  was  concealed  from  us ; 
and,  on  Mr.  King’s  arrival  at  the  ferjeant’s,  h#** 
was  informed  that  he  fhould  hear  from  him  the 
next  day.  While  Mr.  King  was  on  fhore,  the 
boat  in  which  he  came,  and  another  belonging 
to  the  Difcovery,  were  bound  Faft  by  the  ice.  In 
this  fituation,  the  Difcovery’s  launch  was  fent  to 
their  affiftance,  which  foon  partook  of  the  fame 
fate ; and,  fhortly  after,  they  were  furrounded 
with  ice  to  a great  extent.  Thus  fituated,  we 
were  obliged  to  continue  on  fhore  till  the  even- 
ing ; when,  giving  over  the  thoughts  of  getting 
the  boats  off  at  that  time,  fome  of  us  were  con- 
veyed in  fledges  to  the  edge  of  the  ice,  where  the 
boats  from  the  flu p took  us  off,  and  the  reft  con- 
tinued all  night  ’on  fhore. 

It  froze  extremely  hard  during  the  night ; but, 
in  the  morning  of  the  4th,  the  floating  ice  was 
drifted  away  by  a change  of  wind  3 and  the  boats 
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were  fet  at  liberty  without  fuftaining  the  fmalleft 
damage. 

At  ten  in  the  forenoon,  feveral  Hedges  arriv- 
ing at  the  edge  of  the  ice,  a boat  was  fent  from 
the  fhip  to  conduct  thofe  who  were  in  them  on 
board.  One  of  them  proved  to  be  a Ruffiarf- 
merchant  from  Bolcheretfk,  whofe  name  was 
Fedofitfch  ; and  the  other  a German,  named  Port, 
with  difpatches  from  Major  Behm,  commander 
of  Kamtfchatka,  to  Captain  Clerke. 

Arriving  at  the  edge  of  the  ice,  and  feeing  dif- 
tinctly  the  magnitude  of  the  fhips,  which  were 
then  within  two  hundred  yards  of  them,  they  were 
exceedingly  alarmed ; and,  before  they  ventured 
to  embark,  ftipulated  that  two  of  our  boat’s  crew 
fhould  remain  on  fhore,  as  hoftages  for  their 
fafety.  It  afterwards  appeared,  that  Ifmyloff,  in 
the  epiftle  he  had  written  to  the  commander,  (for 
reafons  which  we  cannot  comprehend)  had  menr 
tioned  our  vefiels  as  two  l'mall  trading;  boats ; and 
that  the  ferjeant,  having  feen  the  fhips  but  at  a 
diflance,  had  not  rectified  that  miftake. 

After  they  were  come  on  board,  we  perceived, 
by  their  timorous  and  cautious  behaviour,  that 
they  entertained  fome  very  extraordinary  appre-- 
henfions.  They  were  greatly  eiated,  however, 
when  the  German  found  a perfon  among  us,  with 
whom  he  could  enter  into  converfation.  Mr. 
Webber  fpoke  that  language  fluently,  and  con- 
vinced them,  though  not  without  difficulty,  that 

we 
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we  were  Englishmen  and  friends.  Mr.  Port  was 
introduced  to  Captain  Clerke,  to  whom  he  de- 
livered the  commander’s  letter.  It  was  written 

I 

in  the  German  language,  and  merely  compli- 

mental,  giving  him  and  his  officers  an  invitation 
to  Bolcheretfk.  Mr.  Port  alfo  told  Captain 
Clerke,  that  the  Major  had  been  mifinformed, 
refpedting  the  fize  of  the  Chips,  and  the  fervice 
in  which  we  were  engaged ; Ifmyloff  having 
called  our  two  veffels  Engliffi  packet-boats,  and 
warned  him  to  be  cautious  ; intimating,  as  he 
fuppofed,  that  he  fufpedted  we  were  pirates.  This 
letter,  he  faid,  had  given  birth  to  various  con- 
jectures about  us  at  Bolcheretfk  : that  the  Major 
apprehended  we  might  be  on  a trading  plan,  and 
therefore  had  fent  a merchant  to  us ; but  that  the 
officer,  next  in  command,  imagined  we  were 
French,  arrived  with  fome  hoftile  intentions,  and 
that  meafures  ought  to  be  purfued  accordingly. 
He  added,  that  the  Major  had  been  obliged  to 
exert  all  his  authority  to  prevent  the  inhabitants 
from  quitting  the  town;  fo  much  were  they  alarm- 
ed, from  their  apprehenfion  of  our  being  French. 

Thefe  alarms  were  principally  occafioned  by 
fome  circumftances  in  an  infurrection  which  had 
happened  at  Bolcheretfk,  not  many  years  ago,  in 
which  the  commander  was  killed.  We  were 
told,  that  Beniowlki,  an  exiled  Poliffi  officer, 
feeing  the  town  in  great  confufion,  took  that  op- 
portunity of  fcizing  upon  a galliot,  lying  at  the 
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entrance  of  the  Bolfchoireeka,  and  forced  a fuf- 
ficient  number  of  Ruffian  tailors  on  board  to  na- 
vigate her  that  part  of  the  crew  were  put  on 
fhore  at  the  Kourile  Ifiands,  and  Ifmyloff  among 
the  reft ; who,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  puz- 
zled us  exceedingly  with  a narrative  of  this  tranf- 
adtion  at  Oonalafhka;  though  we  then  found  it 
difficult  to  underfland  all  the  circumltances  at- 
tending it:  that  he  had  a view  of  Japan ; made 
Luconin,  where  he  was  inftrudted  how  to 
fleer  to  Canton  that  arriving  there,  he  got  a 
pafiage  to  France  in  one  of  the  French  India  fhips  j 
inoft  of  the  Ruffians  having  alio  returned  to  Eu- 
rope in  French  fhips ; and  afterwards  proceeded 
to  Peterfburgh.  We  gathered  the  ci'rcumftanccs 
of  the  above  ftory,  from  three  of  Beniowfki’s 
crew,  whom  we  met  with  in  the  harbour  of  St. 
Peter  and  St.  Paul. 

We  received  a farther  corroboration  of  thefe 
fadts,  on  our  arrival  at  Canton,  from  the  gentle- 
men belonging  to  the  Englifh  fadtory  there  ; who 
informed  us,  that  a perfon  in  a Ruffian  galliot 
had  arrived  there,  who  told  them  he  came  from 
Kamtfchatka,  and  that  the  French  fadtory  had 
furnifhed  him  with  a pafiage  to  Europe.  . 

We  were  much  diverted  with  the  fears  and  ap- 
prehenfions  of  thefe  people  ■,  and  efpccially  with 
an  account,  given  by  Mr.  Port,  of  the  ferjeant’s 
extreme  caution  the  day  before.  On  feeing  Mr. 
King  and  fome  other  gentlemen  come  on  fhore, 
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he  concealed  him  and  the  Ruffian  merchant  m 
the  kitchen,  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  liften- 
ing  to  our  converfation  with  each  other,  in  order 
to&  dil'cover,  whether  we  were  Engliffimen  or 

not. 

Imagining,  from  the  appearance  of  Mr.  Port, 
that  he  might  probably  be  the  commander  s fe- 
cretary,  he  was  confidered  in  that  light,  and  was 
invited,  with  the  Ruffian  merchant,  to  dine  with 
Captain  Clerke.  Soon,  however,  we  began  to 
fufpebt,  from  the  behaviour  of  the  merchant, 
that  Mr.  Port  was  no  more  than  a common  fer- 
vantj  but,  not  choofing  to  facrifice  our  little 
comforts  to  our  pride,  we  avoided  an  explana- 
tion, by  not  permitting  fuch  a queftion  to  be 
propofed  to  him  ; he  therefore  continued  upon  a 
footing  of  equality  with  us,  and  we,  in  leturn, 
reaped  the  advantage  of  his  abilites  as  a linguifl. 
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i 

Stores  and  P rovifions  extremely  Jcarce  at  St.  Peter 
and  iSt.  Paul — Exorbitant  Demands  of  a Mer- 
chant— A party  difpatched  to  Bolcheretfk  in  pur- 
Juit  of  Stores  and  Provifions — Proceed  up  the 
River  Aw  at  fa  a — Pafs  the  Night  in  a Marquee 
on  the  River-fide — Civility  and  Hofpitaiity  of  the 
'Town  of  Karatchin — Drejfes  of  the  Kamtfcha- 
dales — Profecute  cur  Journey  on  Sledges — Curious 
Account  of  that  Mode  of  travelling — Arrive  at 
Natcheekin — Remarkable  hot  Spring  there — Em- 
bark on  the  Bolchoireka  River — Arrival  at  the 
Capital — Formal  Proceffion  into  that  Town — Ge- 
ts er  of  ty  and  Hofpitaiity  of  Major  Behm,  Com- 
mander of  the  Garrifon — Bolcheretfk  defcribed — 
Prefents  received  from  the  Major — Entertainments 
of  Dancing — Very  ajfediing  Departure  from  Bol- 
cheretfk— Return  to  the  Ships — Remarkable  In- 
Jlance  of  Generofity  in  the  Sailors — Major  Behm 
carries  Difpatches  to  Peterfburgh — His  Depar- 
ture, and  extraordinary  Character. 

BY  the  affillance  of  our  interpreter,  we  were 
now  enabled  to  converfc  with  the  Ruffians, 
with  feme  degree  of  facility  •,  and  the  firft  objects 
of  our  enquiries,  were,  the  means  of  procuring 
freffi  provifions  and  naval  (lores  j particularly  the 
latter,  for  the  want  of  which  we  had  been  long 
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in  great  diftrefs.  It  appeared,  upon  enquiry, 
that  the  whole  country  about  the  bay,  could  fur- 
nifti  no  other  live  cattle  than  two  heifers ; and 
thefe  the  ferjeant  engaged  to  procure  for  us.  Our 
next  applications  were  made  to  the  merchant, 
whofe  terms  for  ferving  us  were  fo  exorbitant, 
that  Captain  Clerke  thought  it  expedient  to  fend 
an  officer  to  the  commander  at  Bolcheretfk,  to 
learn  the  price  of  ftores  at  that  place.  This  de- 
termination being  communicated  to  JVLr.  Port, 
he  fent  an  exprefs  to  the  commander  to  acquaint 
him  with  our  intentions,  and  to  remove  the  fuf- 
picions  that  were  entertained,  refpeding  the  pur- 
pofes  of  our  voyage. 

Captain  Clerke  fixed  upon  Mr.  King  for  this 
fervice,  and  ordered  him  to  prepare  for  fetting 
out  the  next  day,  together  with  Mr.  Webber, 
who  was  to  accompany  him  as  interpreter.  That 
day,  and  the  next,  however,  proved  too  ftormy 
for  beginning  a journey  through  fo  defolate  and 
.wild  a country;  but,  on  the  yth  of  May,  the 
weather  became  more  favourable,  and  we  fet  out 
in  the  ffiip’s  boats,  early  in  the  morning,  in  order 
to  arrive  at  the  entrance  of  the  Awatfka  at  high 
water,  on  account  of  the  ffioals  at  the  mouth  of 
that  river.  The  country  boats  were  to  meet  us 
.here,  to  condudt  us  up  the  ftream.  Captain  Gore 
was  alfo  added  to  our  party  ; and  we  were  ac- 
companied by  Mr.  Port  and  the  Ruffian  mer- 
chant, with  two  coffiacks,  having  been  previoufly 
I furni  ffied 
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furnifhed  with  warm  furred  clothing;  a very  ne- 
eeflary  precaution,  as  it  began  to  fnow  brilkly 
immediately  after  our  fetting  out.  About  eight 
o’clock,  we  were  flopped  by  fhoal  water,  within 
a mile  of  the  mouth  of  the  river;  when  fome 
Kamtfchadales  took  us  and  our  baggage,  in  fome 
fmall  canoes,  and  conveyed  us  over  a bank  of 
land,  which  the  rapidity  of  the  river  had  thrown 
up,  and  which,  we  were  informed,  was  conti- 
nually Drifting.  Having  patTed  this  fhoal,  the 
water  again  deepened,  and  we  were  furnifhed 
with  a commodious  boat,  refembling  a Norway 
yawl,  to  convey  us  up  the  river;  together  with 
canoes  for  the  reception  of  our  baggage. 

The  breadth  of  the  mouth  of  the  Awatfka  is 
about  a quarter  of  a mile,  but  it  gradually  nar- 
rowed as  we  advanced.  Having  proceeded  a few 
miles,  we  paTed  feveral  branches;  many  of  which, 
we  were  told,  emptied  themfelves  into  other  parts 
of  the  bay ; and  that  fome  of  thole,  on  the  left, 
ran  into  the  Paratounca  river.  For  the  firft  ten 
miles,  the  general  dire&ion  of  the  river,  from  the 
bay,  is  to  the  north ; and  afterwards  it  turns  to 
the  weilward.  Except  this  bend,  it  chiefly  pre- 
ferves  a ftraight  courfe;  and  flow's  through  a low 
flat  country,  to  the  diftance  of  thirty  miles  from 
the  lea,  which  is  fubjedt  to  frequent  inundations. 
Six  men  were  employed  in  pufhing  us  on  with 
long  poles,  three  of  them  being  at  each  end  of 
the  boat ; and  proceeded  againfl:  the  Dream,  at 
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the  rate  of  about  three  miles  an  hour.  Otir  con- 
ductors endured  this  fevere  labour  for  ten  hours; 
flopping  only  once,  and  that  for  a fhort  fpace 
of  time,  to  take  a little  refrefhment. 

Being  told;  at  our  firfl  fetting  out,  that  we 
could  eafily  reach  Karatchin  that  night;  we  were 
greatly  difappointed  to  find  ourfelves  fifteen  miles 
from  that  place  at  fun-fet.  This  was  attributed 
to  the  delay  in  palling  the  fhoals,  both  at  the 
entrance  of  the  river;  and  in  many  other  places. 

Our  men  being  exceedingly  fatigued,  and  as 
the  difficulty  of  navigating  the  river  would  have 
increafed  by  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  we  de- 
clined all  thoughts  of  proceeding  on  our  journey 
that  evening : we  therefore  fixed  upon  a place 
that  was  tolerably  wellfheltered,  and,  clearing  it 
of  the  fnow,  ereCled  a fmall  marquee,  which  we 
had  providentially  taken  with  us ; and,  with  the 
affiftance  of  a good  fire,  and  fome  excellent  punch; 
pafied  the  night  agreeably.  Our  principal  incon- 
venience was,  the  being  obliged  to  keep  at  a 
confiderable  dillance  from  the  fire ; for,  as  foon 
as  it  was  lighted,  it  thawed  every  part  round  it 
into  an  abfolute  puddle.  The  Kamtfchadales 
were  extremely  alert  and  expeditious  in  erecting 
our  marquee,  and  cooking  our  provifions  ; but  we 
were  much  furprized  at  finding  they  had  brought 
with  them  their  utenfils  for  making  tea,  confider- 
ing  it  as  a moll  intolerable  hardffiip  if  they  can- 
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nor,  two  or  three  times  a day,  regale  themfelves 
with  drinking  tea. 

As  Toon  as  it  was  light,  in  the  morning,  we  pro- 
ceeded on  our  journey,  and,  before  we  had  made 
much  progrefs,  were  met  by  the  T oiou,  or  chief 
ofKaratchin,  who,  being  apprized  of  our  coming, 
had  provided  canoes  that  were  better  accommo- 
dated for  navigating  the  higher  parts  of  the  river. 
A commodious  veffel,  (made  by  lafhing  two  canoes 
together)  furnifhed  with  fur  cloaks,  and  lined 
with  bear-ikins,  was  alfo  procured  for  us.  We 
now  proceeded  rapidly,  the  Toion's  people  being 
remarkably  expert  in  this  kind  of  bufinefs.  At 
ten  we  arrived  at  the  ojlrog , named  Keratchin, 
and  the  feat  of  his  command ; where  we  were 
received  by  the  Kamtfchadale  men  and  women, 
and  fome  Ruffian  fervants  belonging  to  the  mer- 
chant, Fedofitch.  They  were  all  attired  in  their 
beft  habiliments  j thofe  of  the  women  being  gay 
and  pleafing,  and  confifting  of  a loofe  robe  of 
white  nankeen,  gathered  clofe  round  the  neck, 
and  fattened  with  a filk  collar.  A ffiort  jacket, 
without  fleeves,  was  worn  over  this,  confifting  of 
different  coloured  nankeens  ; and  they  had  petti- 
coats made  of  a (light  Chinefe  filk.  Their  ffiifts, 
which  were  alfo  made  of  filk,  had  fleeves  extends 
ing  to  the  wrifts  and  their  heads  were  bound 
with  coloured  filk  handkerchiefs,  which  entirely 
concealed  the  hair  of  the  married  women  ; but 
the  unmarried  ones  placed  the  handkerchief  under 
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the  hair,  permitting  it  to  flow  loofely  down  the 
Ihoulders. 

Karatchinwas  pleafantly  fituated  on  the  fide  of 
the  river,  and  was  compofed  of  three  log-houfes, 
nineteen^  balagans , or  fummer  habitations,  and 
three  jourts , which  are  houfes  under  ground.  The 
Toion , to  whofe  dwelling  we  were  then  conducted, 
was  a plain  decent  man,  fprung  from  a Ruffian 
mother,  and  a Kamtfchadale  father.  His  houfe, 
like  all  others  in  this  country,  confifted  of  only 
two  apartments.  All  the  furniture  in  the  outer 
room,  was  a long  narrow  table,  with  a bench 
round  it;  and  the  inner  apartment,  which  was 
the  kitchen,  was  alfo  very  fcantily  furnilhed.  But, 
the  hearty  welcome,  and  kind  attention  of  our 
hoft,  amply  compenfated  for  the  poverty  of  his 
habitation. 

The  wife  of  the  Toion  was  an  excellent  cook, 
and  ferved  us  with  various  forts  of  fiffi  and  game, 
and  different  kinds  of  heath- berries,  which  had 
been  preferved  fince  the  laft  year.  Whilft  we 
were  dining  in  this  miferable  hut,  the  guefts  of 
abfolute  ftrangers,  and  at  the  extremity  of  the 
habitable  globe,  a folitary  half-worn  pewter  fpoon 
attracted  our  attention.  Its  form  was  familiar  to 
us,  and  the  word  London  was  flamped  upon  the 
back  of  it.  It  is  impoffible  to  exprefs  the  anxious 
hopes,  and  tender  remembrances,  this  circum- 
ftance  excited  in  us.  Thofe  who  have  been  long 
abfent  from  their  native  country,  will  readily 
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conceive  what  inexpreffible  pleafure  fuch  trifling 
incidents  can  give. 

Having  now  quitted  the  river,  the  next  part 
of  our  journey  was  to  be  performed  on  Hedges; 
but  the  thaw  had  been  fo  great  in  the  day-time, 
as  not  to  permit  us  to  fet  out,  till  the  fnow  was 
become  hard  and  firm  by  the  coldnefs  of  the 
evening.  This  furnifhed  us  with  an  opportunity  of 
walking  about  the  village,  which  was  the  only  place 
in  this  country,  that  we  had  feen  free  from  fnow. 
It  was  fituated  on  a fiat,  of  about  a mile  and  an 
half  in  circuit.  The  leaves  of  the  trees  were  juft 
budding,  and  the  verdure  was  ftrongly  contrafted 
with  the  furrounding  hills,  which  remained  cover- 
ed with  fnow.  The  foil  appearing  to  be  capable 
of  producing  common  vegetables,  we  were  fur- 
prized  to  find  that  not  a fpot  of  it  was  cultivated. 
Neither  were  the  inhabitants  poftefied  of  cattle 
of  any  fort.  In  fhort,  their  fituation,  during  the 
winter  months,  muft  be  wretched  beyond  con- 
ception. They  were  now  removing  from  their 
jourts  to  their  balagans,  which  gave  us  an  oppor- 
tunity of  obferving  both  thele  forts  of  habita- 
tions. The  people  invited  us,  very  civilly,  into 
their  houfes;  chearfulnefs  and  content  were  vifible 
in  every  countenance,  to  which  the  approaching 
change  of  feafon  might  perhaps  contribute. 

On  returning  to  our  hoft’s,  fupper  was  prepared 
for  us,  confifting  of  the  fame,  articles  which  com- 
pofed  our  former  repaft.  When  we  had  finifhed 
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our  meal,  we  entertained  the  Toion  and  his  wife 
with  punch  made  of  fome  of  our  fpirits  ; and 
Captain  Gore,  with  his  wonted  generofity,  made 
them  fome  valuable  prefents  : after  which,  they 
retired  to  the  kitchen,  leaving  us  in  the  other 
room ; on  the  benches  of  which  we  fpread  our 
bear-fkins,  and  fought  a little  repofe;  having 
firft  fettled  with  our  condudtors,  to  proceed  on 
our  journey,  when  the  ground  was  judged  to  be 
in  a fuitable  condition. 

The  melancholy  howlings  of  the  dogs  awaken- 
ed us  about  nine  the  fame  evening.  During  the 
whole  time  our  baggage  was  lafhing  upon  the 
fledges,  their  horrid  noife  continued  ■,  but,  when 
they  were  yoked,  and  prepared  for  travelling, 
a chearful  yelping  fucceeded,  which  ceafed  the 
inttant  they  marched  off. 

The  annexed  engraving  will  lhew  the  figure  of 
the  fledges  : it  was  taken  from  one  brought  over 
by  Mr.  King,  and  now  in  the  poffefiion  of  Sir 
A Alton  Lever.  The  length  of  the  body  is  about 
four  feet  and  an  half,  and  the  breadth  one  foot. 
It  is  made  in  the  form  of  a crefcent,  of  light 
tough  wood,  fattened  together  with  wickerwork; 
and,  among  the  principal  people,  is  elegantly 
ftained  with  red  and  blue  ; the  feat  being  covered 
with  furs  or  bear-fkins.  It  has  four  legs,  about 
two  feet  in  height,  retting  on  two  long  flat  pieces 
of  wood,  of  the  breadth  of  five  or  fix  inches,  ex- 
tending a foot  beyond  the  body  of  the  fledge,  at 
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each  end.  Thefe  turn  up  before,  fomewhat  like 
a fkait,  and  are  fhod  with  the  bone  of  fome  fea- 
animal.  The  carriage  is  ornamented,  at  the  fore 
part  with  tafiels  of  coloured  cloth,  and  leather 
thongs.  It  has  a crofs  bar,  to  which  the  harnefs 
is  joined  ; and  links  of  iron,  or  fmall  bells,  are 
hanging  to  it,  which,  by  the  jingling,  is  fup- 
pofed  to  encourage  the  dogs,  They  feldom  carry 
more  than  one  perfon  at  a time,  who  fits  afide, 
with  his  feet  on  the  lower  part  of  the  fledge, 
having  his-  baggage  and  provifions,  in  a bundle 
behind  him.  The  ufual  number  of  dogs  em- 
ployed in  drawing  this  carriage,  is  five  j four  of 
them  yoked  two  and  two,  and  the  other  acting 
as  leader.  The  reins,  being  fattened  to  the  collar, 
inftead  of  the  head,  have  no  great  command} 
and  are  therefore  ufually  hung  upon  the  fledge  ; 
the  driver  depending  principally  on  their  obedi- 
ence to  his  voice.  Great  care  and  attention  are 
confequerjtly  ufed  in  training  up  the  leader,  which 
frequently  becomes  very  valuable  on  account  of 
his  fteadinefs  and  ddcility ; the  fum  of  forty 
roubles  (or  ten  pounds)  being  no  unufual  price 
for  one  of  them.  The  rider  has  alfo  a crooked 
ftick,  anfwering  the  purpofe  both  of  whip  and 
reins}  with  which,  by  ftriking  in  the  fnow,  he 
can  regulate  the  fpeed  of  the  dogs,  or  even  flop 
them  at  his  pleafure.  When  they  are  inattentive 
to  their  duty,  he  often  chaftifes  them  by  throwing 
it  at  them.  The  dexterity  of  the  riders,  in  pick- 
ing 
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ing  this  ftick  up  again,  is  very  remarkable,  and 
is  the  moft  difficult  manoeuvre  in  the  exercife  of 
their  profeftion : nor  is  it,  indeed,  furprizing  that 
they  Ihould  be  fkilful  in  a pra&ice  in  which  they 
are  fo  materially,  interefted  j for,  they  allured  us, 
that  if  a driver  fhould  happen  to  lofe  hi.s  ftick, 
the  dogs  immediately  difcover  it ; and,  unlefs 
their  leader  is  both  fteady  and  refolute,  they  will 
inftantly  fet  off  full  fpeed,  and  never  ftop  till 
their  ftrength  is  exhaufted  ; or  till  the  carriage  is 
overturned  and  dafhed  to  pieces,  or  hurried  down 
a precipice,  when  all  are  buried  in  the  fnow. 
The  accounts  of  the  fpeed  of  thefe  animals,  and 
of  the  hardfhips  and  fatigues  they  fuffer,  would 
have  appeared  incredible,  had  they  not  been  fup- 
ported  by  the  greateft  authority.  We  ourfelves 
were  witneffes  of  the  extraordinary  expedition 
with  which  the  meffenger  returned,  who  had 
been  difpatched  to  Bolcheretfk  with  the  news 
of  our  arrival  at  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul’s,  though 
the  fnow  was  exceedingly  foft.  The  Governor 
of  Kamtfchatka  affured  us,  that  this  journey 
was  ufually  performed  in  two  days  and  an  half; 
and  that  he  had  once  received  an  exprefs  from 
drat  harbour  in  twenty -three  hours. 

During  the  winter,  the  dogs  are  fed  on  the 
offals  of  dried  and  (linking  fifh ; and,  even  this 
miferable  food  is  withheld  from  them,  a day  before 
they  fee  out  on  a journey ; and  they  are  not  per- 
mitted to  cat  a morfel  of  any  thing  till  they 
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ari  ive  at  the  end  of  it.  They  are  frequently  kept 
faffing  for  two  entire  days,  m which  time  they 
will  perform  a journey  of  freat  extent.  The 
fhape  of  thefe  dogs  refembles  that  of  the  Pome- 
ranian breed,  but  they  are  confiderably  larger. 

Not  chufing  to  rely  upon  our  own  fkill,  we 
had  each  of  us  a man  to  conduft  the  fledge,  which, 
in  the  condition  the  roads  then  were,  proved  a 
very  laborious  bufinefs : for,  as  the  thaw  h*d 
been  prevalent  in  the  vallies,  through  which  was 
our  regular  road,  we  were  obliged  to  travel  along 
the  fldes  of  the  hills;  our  guides  being  under 
the  neeeflity  of  fupporting  the  fledges,  on  the 
lower  fldes,  with  their  flioulders,  formany  miles 
together.  Mr.  King  was  attended  by  a good- 
natured  Coflack,  who  was  lo  imperfebt  in  his 
bufinefs,  that  he  was  continually  overturned, 
which  afforded  entertainment  to  his  companions. 
The  party  confifled  of  ten  fledges  in  the  whole. 
That  which  conducted  Captain  Gore,  was  formed 
of  two  lafhed  together,  and  was  plentifully  fur- 
nifhed  with  furs  and  bear-lkins.  It  was  drawn 
by  ten  dogs,  yoked  four  abreaft ; and  thofe  which 
were  laded  with  heavy  baggage,  were  drawn  by 
the  fame  number. 

We  had  proceeded  about  four  miles  on  our 
journey,  when  it  began  to  rain,  which,  together 
with  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  threw  us  into 
fome  confufion.  It  was,  after  fome  little  confu- 
tation, agreed,  that  wTe  fhould  continue  where 
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we  were,  till  day-light ; we  therefore  fecured  our 
Hedges,  wrapped  ourfelves  up  in  furs,  and  waited 
patiently  for  the  morning.  At  three  o’clock  we 
were  fummoned  to  proceed ; our  guides  expreffing 
their  apprehenfions,  that  if  we  waited  any  longer, 
the  thaw  would  perhaps  ftop  us,  and  prevent  out- 
advancing  or  returning.  Though  we  had  many 
difficulties  to  encounter,  owing  principally  to  the 
bad  condition  of  the  road,  we  got  fafe  to  an 
ojirog  about  two  in  the  afternoon.  It  is  called 
Natcheekin,  and  is  fituated  on  a fmall  ftream, 
which  falls  into  the  Bolchoireka,  at  fome  diftance 
below  the  town.  It  is  twenty-five  miles  from 
Karatchin  ; which,  by  their  account,  we  could 
have  compafied  in  four  hours,  had  the  froft  con- 
tinued ; but  the  fnow  was  fo  foft  that  the  poor 
animals  funk  up  to  their  bellies  at  almoft  every 
ftep ; and  itwas  indeed  furprizing  that  they  ffiould 
be  able  to  fupport  themfelves  under  fo  fatiguin'* 
a journey. 

This  inconfiderable  ojirog  confifts  of  one  log- 
houfe,  the  refidence  of  the  Toion,  one  jourt,  and 
five  balagans.  We  were  received  here  with  the 
fame  civility  and  hofpitality  as  at  Karatchin  ; and, 
in  the  afternoon,  were  conduced  to  a remarkable 
hot  fpring,  at  a fmall  diftance  from  this  village. 
Before  we  came  very  near  it,  we  faw  a rifingfteam 
from  it,  as  from  a boiling  caldron  j and,  when 
we  approached  it,  we  perceived  a ftrong  fulphu- 
reous  effluvia.  A bafon  of  about  three  feet  in 

diameter. 


37* 


A VOYAGE  TO  THE 


diameter,  is  formed  by  the  main  fpring ; befides 
which,  there  are  feveral  leflfer  fprings,  of  equal 
hear,  in  the  adjacent  ground  by  which  means  the 
whole  fpot,  confiding  of  about  an  acre,  was  fo 
very  hot  that  we  could  not  remain  two  minutes 
in  the  fame  place.  The  water  ifluing  from  thefe 
fprings,  fupplies  a fmall  bathing  pond,  and  after- 
wards a little  rivulet,  which  conducts  it  into  the 
river,  at  the  diftance  of  about  an  hundred  and  fifty 
yards.  Great  cures,  they  informed  us,  had  been 
effected  by  this  bath,  in  rheumatifms,  fcorbutic 
ulcers,  fwelled  and  contra&ed  joints,  and  many 
other  diforders.  Where  thefe  fprings  flow,  the 
ground  is  on  a gentle  afeentj  having  a green  hill 
of  a moderate  fize  behind  it.  Some  plants  feem- 
ed  to  thrive  here  with  great  luxuriance,  among 
which  we  obferved  the  wild  garlick. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th,  we  embarked  on 
the  Bolchoireeka  ; and,  going  with  the  flream, 
expected  to  arrive  at  our  journey’s  end  the  fol- 
lowing day.  Though  Bolcheretfk  is  eighty  miles 
from  Natcheekin,  we  were  informed,  that,  in 
the  fummer,  when  the  melting  of  fnow  on  the 
mountains  has  rendered  the  river  full  and  rapid, 
the  canoes  have  often  gone  there  in  a Angle  day: 
but  now  they  told  us  we  fhould  be  much  longer, 
the  ice  having  broken  up  only  three  days  before 
our  arrival,  and  our’s  being  the  fiili  boat  that  had 
attempted  to  pafs.  There  was  . but  too  much 
truth  in  this  intelligence ; for  we  were  greatly  im- 
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peded  by  the  (hallows ; and,  though  the  ftream 
was  rapid  in  many  places,  we  frequently  had 
ripplings  and  fhoals,  and  were  under  the  neceffity 
of  hauling  the  boats  over  them.  On  each  fide 
of  the  river,  the  country  was  romantic,  but  not 
diverfified : the  courfe  of  it  being  between  craggy 
mountains,  of  a moft  dreary  and  barren  afped  j 
with  nothing  to  vary  the  fcene,  except  now  and 
then  the  fight  of  a bear,  or  a flock  of  wild-fowl. 
This,  and  the  following  night,  we  flept  under 
our  marquee,  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and 
fuffered  greatly  from  the  feverity  of  the  weather. 

On  the  1 2th,  at  day-light,  we  had  paflfed  the 
mountains,  and  were  proceeding  through  a low 
extenfive  plain,  on  which  were  a number  of 
Ihrubby  trees.  At  nine  in  the  morning,  we 
reached  an  ofirog , called  Opatchin,  of  about  the 
fame  magnitude  as  Karatchin,  and  fuppofed  to 
be  fifty  miles  from  Natcheekin.  A ferjeant  and 
four  Ruffian  foldiers  had  been  here  two  days, 
waiting  for  our  arrival  who  inftantly  difpatch- 
ed  a light  boat  to  Bolcheretfk  to  give  intelligence 
of  our  approach.  A magnificent  canoe,  plenti- 
fully furniffied  with  (kins  and  furs,  was  prepared 
for  our  reception,  and  we  were  very  commo- 
dioufly  equipped;  but  our  fellow-travellers  were 
excluded.  It  gave  us  fome  concern  to  be  fepa- 
rated  from  our  old  companion  Mr.  Port,  who 
daily  grew  more  fhy  and  diftant,  as  we  drew  nearer 
to  the  completion  of  our  journey.  He  acknow- 
ledged. 
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ledged,  indeed,  before  we  fet  out,  that  he  was 
not  entitled  to  the  refpedt  we  had  fhewn  him ; 
but,  finding  him  difcreet,  and  not  prefuming,  we 
iad  infilled  on  his  faring  as  we  did,  throughout 
the  journey.  We  performed  the  remainder  of 
our  paffage,  with  the  utmoft  eafe  and  expedition  ; 
for,  as  we  defcended,  the  river  grew  more  rapid, 
and  had  very  few  obftrudtions. 

On  our  approaching  Kamtfchatka,  we  judged, 
from  an  appearance  of  great  ftir  and  buftle,  that 
our  reception  was  to  be  in  form.  This  circum- 
ftance  was  difagreeable  to  us,  as  decent  clothing 
had  long  been  ficarce  among  us ; and  our  travel- 
ling habits  formed  a Itrange  affemblage  of  the 
modes  of  India,  Europe,  and  Kamtfchatka.  To 
make  a parade  through  the  metropolis  in  this 
motley  trim,  we  thought  would  appear  ridicu- 
lous ; and,  as  we  obferved  a crowd  of  people  col- 
lected on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  were  in- 
formed that  the  commander  would  receive  us  at 
the  water-fide,  we  Hopped  at  the  houfe  of  a fol- 
clier,  about  a quarter  of  a mile  before  we  came  to 
the  town,  Here  we  difpatched  Mr.  Port  with  a 
meffage  to  his  excellency,  acquainting  him,  that, 
as  foon  as  we  had  put  off  our  travelling  drefies, 
we  would  attend  him  at  his  own  houfe  to  pay  our 
refpefts  to  him  ; and  entreated  him  not  to  think 
of  waiting  to  conduct  us.  He  perfifted,  how- 
ever, in  his  refolution  of  paying  us  this  compli- 
ment, and  we  immediately  proceeded  to  join  him 
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at  the  entrance  of  the  capital.  W e were  all  re- 
markably awkward  and  defe&ive  in  making  our 
firft  falutations ; not  having  been  accuftomad  to 
bowing  and  fcraping,  for  at  leaft  two  years  and 
an  half.  The  commander  received  us  in  a moft 
engaging  manner;  but  we  had  the  mortification 
to  difeover,  that  he  had  almoft  wholly  forgot  the 
French  language  ; fo  that  only  Mr.  Webber  had 
the  fatisfaction  of  converfing  with  him,  as  he 
fpoke  the  German,  which  was  his  native  tongue. 

Major  Behm  was  accompanied  by  Captain 
Shmaleff,  the  next  in  command,  and  another 
officer ; the  w’hole  body  of  merchants  attended 
alfo.  We  were  conduced  to  the  commander’s 
houfe,  where  we  were  politely  and  refpeftfully 
received  by  his  lady ; who  had  prepared  tea  and 
other  refrelhments  for  us.  The  firft  compliments 
being  over.  Captain  Gore  defired  Mr.  Webber  to 
acquaint  the  Major,  that  we  were  diftrefied  for 
want  of  naval  ftores,  frefli  provifions,  flour,  and 
other  neceflaries ; and  that  we  were  convinced 
we  could  not  receive  much  affiftance  from  him, 
in  the  country  about  Awatfka  Bay,  from  what 
we  had  already  feen  and  heard ; that  the  impof- 
fibility  of  conveying  heavy  ftores  over  the  penin- 
fula,  at  that  feafon,  we  were  but  too  fenfible  of, 
from  the  difficulties  we  had  encountered  in  our 
journey;  and  that  we  could  not  delay  the  profe- 
cution  of  our  voyage,  to  wait  for  any  material 
change.  Here  the  Major  interrupted  Mr.  Web- 
ber, 
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ber,  by  obferving,  that  we  knew  not  what  they 
were  capable  of  doing ; that  he  Ihould  not  bellow 
a thought  upon  the  difficulties  of  fupplying  our 
wants  he  only  wiffied  to  know  what  articles  we 
flood  in  need  of,  and  the  time  he  could  be  allow- 
ed for  procuring  them.  After  expreffing  our 
acknowledgments  for  his  obliging  condefcenfion, 
we  prefen  ted  him  an  account  of  the  naval  {lores, 
cattle,  and  flour,  we  were  directed  to  purchafe  ; 
and  informed  him,  that  we  intended  to  profecute 
our  voyage  about  the  5th  of  June. 

After  this,  the  converfation  became  more  ge- 
neral, and  it  might  naturally  be  fuppofed,  that 
we  were  anxious  to  obtain  fome  information  re- 
ipeCting  our  native  country.  Having  been  three 
years  abfent,  we  entertained  the  mofl  flattering 
expectations,  of  receiving  fome  interefting  in- 
telligence  from  Major  Behm  : but  we  were  great- 
ly difappointed,  when  he  allured  us,  that  he 
could,  not  communicate  any  intelligence  of  a 
much  later  date  than  that  of  our  quitting  Eng- 
land. The  commander,  fuppofing  we  might  be 
fatigued,  and  defirous  of  repofe,  begged  leave 
to  condudt  us  to  our  lodgings,  at  about  l'even 
o’clock.  It  was  ufelefs  to  protell  againfl  a com- 
pliment, to  which  we  had  no  other  title  than  that 
of  being  ftrangers.  That  alone,  with  this  gene- 
rous Livonian,  was  fufficient  to  counterbalance 
every  other  confideration.  In  going  along,  we 
pafled  two  guard-houfes,  where  the  men  were 
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nnder  arms  in  compliment  to  Captain  Gore,  and 
were  conducted  to  a neat  decent  houfe,  which 
the  Major  had  appointed  for  our  refidence,  while 
we  continued  at  Kamtfchatka.  Vv  e had  two  fien- 
tinels  polled  at  our  door,  and  a ferjeant  s guard 
in  an  adjoining  houfe.  Having  dilpofed  of  us  in 
our  apartments,  the  Major  took  his  leave,  pro- 
mifing  to  vifit  us  the  next  day.  We  were  now 
at  leifure  to  difcover  the  conveniencies  which  he 
had  amply  provided  for  us.  Our  fellow  travel- 
ler, Mr.  Port,  and  a foldier,  of  a rank  between 
that  of  a ferjeant  and  a corporal,  (called  a pui- 
properjckack ) were  fixed  upon  to  be  our  male  do- 
meltics.  We  had  alfo  a houfekeeper,  and  a cook, 
who  were  ordered  to  obey  Mr.  Port’s  directions 
in  dreffing  us  a fupper,  after  the  Englilh  mode 
of  cookery.  In  the  courfe  of  the  evening,  we 
were  favoured  with  a number  of  civil  mefiages, 
from  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  town,  po- 
litely obferving,  that  their  attending  to  pay  their 
refpeCts  to  us  at  that  time,  would  add  to  our  fa- 
tigues, but  they  would  do  themfelves  that  honour 
the  next  morning.  Such  attention  and  polite- 
nefs,  in  fo  uncultivated  and  defolate  a country, 
formed  a contrail  highly  in  favour  of  its  inhabi- 
tants} and,  in  addition  to  their  civility,  at  fun- 
fet,  the  ferjeant  brought  the  report  of  his  guard 
to  Captain  Gore. 

In  the  morning  of  the  13th,  compliments  were 
fent  us  by  the  Major,  Captain  Shmaleif,  and  the 
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mod  refpedlable  people  of  the  town,  from  all 
■whom  we  were  honoured  with  vifits  foon  after* 
The  two  former  having,  after  we  had  retired  to 
reft,  enquired  of  Mr.  Port  what  articles  we  flood 
in  the  greatefl  need  of  on  board  the  fhips ; they 
infifled  on  our  fharing  with  their  garrifon,  in  the 
P m all  flock  of  provifions  they  had  then  remain- 
ing; lamenting,  at  the  fame  time,  that  our  ar- 
rival fhould  happen  to  be  in  that  feafon  of  the 
year,  when  fcarcity  reigned  univerfally  among 
them ; the  floops  from  Okotfk  not  being  yet  ar- 
rived with  their  annual  fupply. 

We  thankfully  accepted  the  liberal  offer  of 
thefe  hofpitable  flrangers ; on  condition,  how- 
ever, that  we  fhould  be  made  acquainted  with 
the  price  of  the  articles  we  received  from  them, 
that  Captain  Clerke  might  draw  upon  the  Victu- 
alling Office,  in  London,  for  the  amount.  This 
was  refufed,  in  the  mcfl  pofitive  terms;  and, 
though  repeatedly  urged,  the  Major  always  flop- 
ped us  fhort,  by  faying,  that  his  miflrefs  would 
be  highly  gratified  at  his  rendering  every  affifl- 
ance  in  his  power  to  the  Englifh,  who  are  her 
good  friends  and  allies ; and  that  it  would  give 
her  a peculiar  fatisfadlion  to  find,  that,  in  fuch 
remote  regions,  her  dominions  had  afforded  any 
relief  to  veffels  engaged  in  fuch  important  fer- 
vices.  He  added,  that  he  could  not,  therefore, 
a 61  l'o  contrary  to  the  principles  of  his  Emprefs, 
as  to  think  of  receiving  any  bills ; but,  if  we 
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infilled  on  it,  we  might  give  him  a bare  certifi- 
cate of  the  articles  he  might  fupply  us  with* 
which  he  would  tranfmit  to  the  court  of  Ruffia, 
as  evidence  of  having  performed  his  duty.  All 
farther  acknowledgments,  continued  he,  muft  be 
fubmitted  to  the  two  courts,  but  you  mull  ex- 
cufe  me  from  acceeding  to  your  propofal. 

This  matter  being  adjufted,  he  requefted  to  be 
informed  refpefting  our  private  wants,  faying  he 
fhould  confider  it  as  offering  him  an  affront* 
if  we  applied  to  any  of  the  merchants,  or  had 
dealings  with  any  other  perfon  except  himfelf. 

Not  being  able  to  make  an  adequate  return  for 
fnch  fingular  generofity,  he  had  only  our  thanks 
and  admiration.  At  this  moment,  Mr.  King  re- 
collected, that  Captain  Clerke  had  fent  by  him  a 
fet  of  the  engravings  to  Captain  Cook’s  fecond 
voyage,  defiring  him  to  prefent  it,  in  his  name, 
to  the  commander.  Nothing  could  have  been 
more  acceptable  to  him  than  this  prefent,  the 
Major  being  an  enthufiaft  in  all  matters  relative 
to  difcoveries.  Captain  Clerke  had  alfo  given 
Mr.  King  a difcretionary  power,  of  permitting 
the  commander  to  fee  a chart  of  the  difcoveries 
made  in  the  prefent  voyage  ; and,  judging  from 
his  fituation  and  difpofition  of  mind,  that  he 
would  be  highly  gratified  by  fuch  a communica- 
tion ; though,  from  motives  of  delicacy,  he  had 
only  afked  a few  general  queftions  on  the  fubjecl, 
Vol.  III. — n*  18.  Cc  • Mr. 
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Mr.  King  repofed  in  him  that  confidence,  which 
his  whole  condufl  fo  juftly  merited. 

He  felt  this  compliment  as  it  was  intended  he 
fhould,  and  was  ftruck  at  beholding,  in  one  view, 
the  whole  of  that  coaft  on  the  fide  of  Afia  and 
America,  which  his  countrymen  had  been  fo  long 
employed  in  acquiring  an  imperfed  knowledge  of. 

Except  this  mark  of  confidence,  and  the  fet 
of  copper-plates  already  mentioned,  we  had  no- 
thing with  us  deferving  of  his  acceptance  j for  it 
was  hardly  worth  noticing,  that  Mr.  King  pre- 
vailed on  his  fon  (who  was  quite  a youth)  to  ac- 
cept of  a filver  watch ; and  contributed  to  his 
little  daughter’s  happinefs,  by  prefentingher  with 
two  pair  of  ear-rings,  of  French  pafte.  He  alfo 
gave  Captain  Shmaleff  the  thermometer  which 
he  had  uled  on  his  journey,  when  he  engaged  to 
keep  a regilter  of  the  temperature  of  the  air  for 
one  whole  year,  and  to  tranfmit  it  to  Mr.  Mul- 
ler, with  whom  he  was  acquainted. 

This  day  we  dined  at  the  commander’s,  who, 
everftudious  to  gratify  our  curiofity,  had  prepared 
variety  of  difhes  drefied  after  the  Ruffian  and 
Kamtfchadale  manner,  befidcs  a number  of  others 
in  the  Englifh  ftyle.  In  the  afternoon,  we  took 
a lurvey  of  the  town,  and  the  adjacent  country. 
The  fituation  of  Bolcheretfic  is  in  a low  fvvampy 
plain,  extending  to  the  fea  of  Okotfk,  being 
about  forty  miles  in  length,  and  of  a confiderable 
breadth.  It  lies  north  of  the  Bolchoi-reka,  (or 
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great  river)  and  on  a peninfula,  which  has  been 
feparated  from  the  continent  by  a large  canal, 
under  the  directions  of  the  prefent  commander; 
which  has  added  ftrength  to  it  as  a fortrefs,  and 
rendered  it  much  lefs  fubjeCt  to  inundations. 
The  depth  of  the  river,  below  the  town,  is  from 
fix  to  eight  feet,  and  the  breadth  about  a quar- 
ter of  a mile.  At  the  diftance  of  twenty-two 
miles,  it  empties  itfelf  into  the  fea  of  Okotfk ; 
where  it  is  capable  of  admitting  pretty  large  vef- 
fels.  No  corn,  of  any  kind,  is  cultivated  in  this 
part  of  the  country ; and  the  Major  allured  us, 
that  his  was  the  only  garden  that  had  been  plant- 
ed. In  general,  the  earth  was  covered  with  fnow  : 
the  parts  which  were  free  from  it,  were  full  of 
black  turfy  hillocks.  We  faw  about  twenty  or 
thirty  cows ; and  the  commander  had  fix  good 
horles.  Thefe,  and  their  dogs,  are  their  only 
tame  animals : being  obliged  to  keep  a great 
number  of  the  latter,  they  can  rear  only  fuch  cattle 
as  are  a match  for  them  in  ftrength  and  fize.  For, 
during  the  whole  of  the  fummer  feafon,  the  doo-s 
are  turned  loofe,  to  provide  entirely  for  them- 
felves ; and  are  fometimes  fo  ravenous,  that  they 
will  even  venture  to  attack  the  bullocks. 

The  buildings  in  Bolcheretlk  are  all  in  the 
fame  ftyle;  they  confift  of  logs  of  wood,  and  are 
thatched.  The  Major’s  houfe  is  confiderably 
larger  than  the  reft,  and  has  three  capacious 
rooms,  neatly  papered  ; but  the  talc , which  co- 
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vered  the  windows,  gave  them  a difagreeablc  and 
mean  appearance.  The  town  con  fills  of  low 
buildings,  in  rows  of  five  or  fix  habitations  each, 
conne&ed  together  by  a paffage  extending  the 
whole  length  of  them  j having  the  kitchen  and 
flore-houfe  on  one  fide,  and  the  dwelling  apart- 
ments on  the  other.  There  are  alfo  barracks  for 
the  Ruffian  foldiers  and  coffacks ; a tolerable 
church  i a court-room  j and,  at  the  end  of  the 
town,  a number  of  Bo.lc.gans . The  number  of 
the  inhabitants  is  between  five  and  fix  hundred. 
A handfome  entertainment  was  given  by  the  Ma- 
jor, in  the  evening,  to  which  were  invited  all  the 
refpe&able  inhabitants  of  both  fexes. 

We  made  a private  application,  the  next  day, 
to  Fedofitch,  the  merchant,  in  order  to  purchafc 
fome  tobacco ; the  bailors  having  been  without 
that  favourite  commodity  for  upwards  of  a year. 
This,  however,  like  other  fimilar  tranfadlions, 
came  immediately  to  the  knowledge  of  the  com- 
mander ; and,  in  a very  fliort  time  after,  we  were 
furprized  to  find  four  bags  of  tobacco  in  our 
houfe,  each  containing  upwards  of  a hundred 
pounds ; which  the  Major  requeffed  might  be 
prefented  to  our  bailors,  in  his  name,  and  that  of 
the  garrifon  under  his  command..  By  the  fame 
conveyance,  we  received  twenty  loaves  of  fugar, 
and  as  many  pounds  of  tea,  which  they  re  quell- 
ed the  officers  to  accept  of  j as  they  undcrllood 
that  we  were  almoft  dellitute  of  thofe  articles.  A 
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prefent  was  alfo  Tent  by  Madame  Behm,  for  Cap- 
tain Clerke,  which  confifted  of  honey,  butter, 
figs,  rice,  and  other  articles  ; accompanied  with 
her  beft  wifhes,  that,  in  his  infirm  ftate,  they 
might  prove  ferviceable  to  him.  We  ftrenuouily 
endeavoured  to  oppofe  this  profufion  of  bounty, 
and  were  extremely  anxious  to  reftrain  it ; fully 
convinced  that  they  were  giving  us  almofl  the 
whole  flock  of  their  garrifon.  But  the  anfwer 
we  received  from  the  Major,  on  thefe  occafions, 
generally  was,  That  he  had  been  in  diflrefs  him- 
felf,  and  he  was  fenfible  that  we  muft  now  be  in 
•that  fituation.  The  length  of  time,  indeed,  fince 
we  had  touched  at  any  known  port,  appeared  to 
them  almofl  incredible,  and  feemed  to  require 
the  evidence  of  our  maps,  and  other  concurrent 
•circumftances,  to  obtain  their  credit.  Amontr 
the  latter,  we  fhall  mention  a curious  fa 61,  which 
Major  Behm  related  to  us  this  morning,  and 
which  he  faid  he  fhould  not  have  known  how  to 
account  for,  but  for  our  arrival. 

Among  the  people  of  the  north  of  Afia,  it  is 
well  known,  that  the  Tfchutfki  only  have  main- 
tained their  independence,  and  refilled  all  the  ef- 
forts of  the  Ruffians  to  reduce  them.  The  lafl 
attempt  was  in  1750,  and,  after  variety  of  tem- 
porary advantages  on  each  fide,  the  Ruffian  forces 
retreated,  after  having  loft  their  commanding  of- 
ficer. The  Ruffians  afterwards  removed  their 
frontier  fortrefs,  from  the  Anadyr  to  the  Ino-io-a 
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a river  which  runs  into  the  northern  extremity  of 
the  lea  of  Okotfk,  and  gives  its  name  to  a gulph, 
well  of  that  of  Penfhinfk.  On  the  day  of  our  ar- 
rival at  Bolcheretfk,  the  Major  had  received  dif- 
patches  from  this  fort,  acquainting  him,  that  a 
party  of  the  Tfchutfki  had  arrived  there,  with  vo- 
luntary offers  of  friendfhip  and  a tribute.  That, 
on  afking  the  caufe  of  fo  unexpected  an  alteration 
in  their  fentiments,  they  had  acquainted  his  peo- 
ple, that  two  large  RuiTian  boats  had  vifited  them, 
towards  the  end  of  the  preceding  fummer;  that 
they  had  been  fhewn  the  greateft  kindnefs  by  the 
pbople  who  were  in  them,  and  had  entered  into 
a league  of  amity  with  them  ; and  that,  in  con- 
fequence  of  this,  they  came  to  the  Ruffian  fort, 
in  order  to  fettle  a treaty  upon  terms  agreeable  to 
both  nations.  This  remarkable  tale  had  given 
rife  to  much  fpeculation,  both  at  Ingiginfk  and 
Bolcheretfk  ; and  muff  have  remained  utterly  un- 
intelligible, had  it  not  been  elucidated  by  us.  It 
was  no  fmall  fatisfaefion  to  us,  to  have  thus  fhewn 
the  Ruffians,  even  by  accident,  the  beff  method 
of  collecting  tribute,  and  extending  their  domi- 
nions} in  hopes  that  the  good  underffanding, 
which  this  event  has  produced,  may  refeue  a brave 
people  from  fuch  powerful  invaders. 

We  were  this  day  engaged  to  dine  with  Cap- 
tain ShmalefF,  who,  in  order  to  vary  our  amu fe- 
rments, entertained  us  with  an  exhibition  of  dan- 
cing, in  the  Ruffian  and  Kamtfchadale  flyle.  It 
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is  impoffible  to  convey  an  adequate  idea  of  this 
uncouth  exhibition.  The  figure  of  the  Ruffian 
dance,  refembled  thofe  of  our  hornpipes,  and 
confifted  of  one,  two,  or  four  performers  at  a 
time.  Their  fteps  were  exceedingly  fhort  and 
quick,  their  feet  being  raifed  but  a very  little  way 
from  the  ground;  their  arms  were  hung  down 
clofe  to  the  Tides,  the  body  being  kept,  the  whole 
time,  erect  and  immoveable,  except  when  the 
performers  palTed  each  other,  when  the  hand  was 
fuddenly  railed  with  an  awkward  motion.  But, 
if  the  Ruffian  dance  was  unmeaning  and  ridicu- 
lous, the  Kamtfchadale  was  infinitely  more  fo. 
The  principal  aim,  in  their  performances,  is  to 
reprefent  the  cl  unify  geftures  of  the  bear,  which 
the  inhabitants  of  this  country  have  frequent  op- 
portunities of  obferving  in  various  fituations.  To 
defcribe  the  awkward  poftures,  exhibited  on  thefe 
occafions,  would  appear  tedious  and  unintereft- 
ing.  In  general,  however,  the  body  was  bowed, 
and  the  knees  bent,  whilft  the  arms  were  employ- 
ed in  imitating  the  motions  of  that  awkward 
animal. 

Having  lpent  much  time  in  our  journey  to 
Bolcheretfk,  and  being  informed  that  our  return 
might,  perhaps,  be  more  difficult  and  tedious, 
we  were  obliged  t<s*acquaint  the  Major,  this  even- 
ing, with  our  intention  of  departing  the  next  day. 
We  could  not  think  of  leaving  our  new  acquaint- 
ance without  regret;  and  were  agreeably  furprized, 
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when  the  Major  promifed  to  accompany  ns,  if  wc 
would  ftay  but  one  day  longer.  He  told  us,  that 
he  had  made  up  his  difpatches,  and  refigned  the 
command  of  Kamtfchatka  to  Captain  Shmaleff; 
having  made  the  neceffary  preparations  for  his 
departure  to  Okotfk,  which  was  fhortly  to  take 
place  ; but  that  he  fhould  be  happy  in  poftponinac 
his  journey,  and  attending  us  to  St.  Peter  and  St. 
Paul’s,  in  order  to  be  fatisfied,  that  nothing  which 
could  be  done  to  ferve  us,  fhould  be  omitted. 

•For  the  articles  which  Mr.  King  had  given  to 
the  Major’s  children,  he  received,  the  next  morn- 
ing, a mofi  magnificent  Kamtfchadale  drefs,  fuch 
as  the  principal  Toions  wear  on  the  mod:  folemn 
occafions.  This  habit,  as  v/e  were  informed  by 
Fedofitfch,  muft  have  coft,  at  lead,  one  hundred 
and  twenty  roubles.  He  alfo,  at  the  fame  time, 
was  prefented  with  a handfome  fable  muff,  as  a 
prefent  from  his  daughter. 

We  dined  this  day  (the  15th)  with  the  com- 
mander, who,  willing  to  give  us  an  opportunity 
of  feeing  as  much  as  we  could  of  the  manners  and 
cuftoms  of  the  country,  invited  all  the  principal 
inhabitants  of  the  town,  to  his  houfe  this  even- 
ing. The  dreffes  of  the  women  were  fplendid, 
after  the  Kamtfchadale  manner.  Captain  Shma- 
leff’s  lady,  and  the  wives  of  the  other  officers  of 
the  garrifon,  were  drefled  in  a pretty  tafte,  partly 
in  the  Siberian,  and  partly  in  the  European  mode. 
Madame  Rehm,  in  particular,  appeared  in  a graqd 
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European  drefs.  The  richnefs  and  variety  or  the 
filks  worn  by  the  women,  as  well  as  the  Angula- 
rity of  their  drefs,  was  very  ftriking:  and  the 
whole  had  the  air  of  fome  enchanted  fcene,  in 
the  midft  of  the  mod  defert  and  dreary  country 
in  the  univerfe.  The  entertainments  of  this  night 
were  dancing  and  fmging. 

As  we  had  fixed  upon  the  next  morning  for 
our  departure,  we  retired  early  to  our  apart- 
ments, where  three  travelling  dreffes  prefented 
themfelves  to  our  view,  made  after  the  Kamtf- 
chadale  mode,  which  had  been  provided  for  us 
by  the  commander.  He  came  to  us  himfelf  foon 
after,  to  fee  that  proper  care  was  taken  in  pack- 
ing up  our  things.  We  had,  indeed,  no  incon- 
fiderable  load  of  baggage;  for,  exclufive  of  his 
liberal  prefents,  Captain  ShmalefF,  and  feveral 
other  individuals,  flawed  us  many  inftances  of 
kindnefs  and  generofity. 

On  Sunday,  the  16th,  early  in  the  morning, 
we  were  preparing  for  our  departure,  when  we 
were  invited  to  take  our  leave  of  Madame  Behm, 
in  our  paffage  to  the  boats.  Already  impreffed 
with  fentiments  of  the  warmed  gratitude,  for  the 
benevolent  and  generous  treatment  we  had  re- 
ceived at  Bolcheretfk,  they  were  much  heightened 
by  the  affedting  fcene  which  followed.  On  quit- 
ting our  apartments,  we  faw  all  the  foldiers  and 
coffacks  of  the  garrifon  drawn  up  on  one  fide ; 
find,  on  the  other,  were  all  the  male  inhabitants 
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of  the  town,  in  their  bed  clothing ; the  whole 
body  of  the  people  joining  in  a melancholy  fong,  , 
which,  we  were  informed,  it  was  ufual  to  fnTg 
on  the  departure  of  friends.  Thus  we  marched 
till  we  arrived  at  the  commander’s  houfe,  preceded 
bj  the  drums  and  mufic  belonging  to  the  gar- 
nlon.  Here  we  were  received  by  Madame  Behm, 
accompanied  by  feveral  ladies,  habited  in  long 
lilk  cloaks,  lined  with  furs  of  various  colours ; 
forming  a mod  fplendid  appearance.  Having 
partook  of  fome  refrefhment  which  had  been  pro- 
vided for  us,  we  proceeded  to  the  water-fide,  at- 
tended by  the  ladies,  who  joined  with  .the  red 
of  the  people  in  the  fong  ; and,  having  taken 
leave  of  Madame  Behm,  after  alluring  her  that 
the  fenle  of  the  hofpitality  of  Bolcheretfk,  would 
be  indelible  in  our  hearts,  we  were  too  much  af- 
fected not  to  haden  into  the  boats.  At  putting 
off,  we  received  three  cheers,  which  we  immedi- 
ately returned  ; and,  on  doubling  a point,  where 
we  lad  beheld  our  friendly  entertainers,  they  dill 
added  to  our  feelings,  by  a farewel  cheer  ! 

On  our  return,  the  dream  was  fo  exceedingly 
rapid,  that,  notwithdanding  the  utmod  exertions 
of  our  conductors,  we  did  not  arrive  at  the  fird 
village,  Opa{chin,  till  the  17th  in  the  evening, 
which  did  not  exceed  the  rate  of  twenty  miles 
a day.  On  the  19th,  we  reached  Natcheekin, 
and  eroded  the  plain  to  Karatchin  on  the  20th. 

I he  road  was  in  much  better  order  than  when 
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we  palTed  it  before,  as  it  froze  fmartly  in  the 
night  of  the  19th.  We  proceeded  down  the 
Awatfka  river  on  the  21ft,  and  pafied  over  the 
ffioals,  at  the  entrance  of  the  bay,  before  it  was 
dark.  During  the  whole  of  our  journey,  we 
were  highly  pleafed  with  the  willingnefs  and 
alacrity,  with  which  the  Colons  and  their  Kamt- 
fchadales  affifted  us  at  the  different  ojirogs.  On 
feeing  the  Major,  joy  appeared  in  every  coun- 
tenance ■,  and  they  were  much  affe£led  upon  being 
informed  that  he  would  fhortly  leave  them. 

A m ’ffenger  had  been  difpatched  from  Bol- 
cheretfk  to  Captain  Clerke,  acquainting  him  with 
the  nature  of  our  reception  ; and  that  the  Major 
intended  to  accompany  us  on  our  return ; ap- 
prizing him,  at  the  fame  time,  of  the  day  he 
might  expect  us.  We  obferved,  with  pleafure, 
as  we  approached  the  harbour,  all  our  boats 
coming  towards  us.  The  men  were  all  clean, 
and  the  officers  as  well  arrayed  as  their  ward- 
robes would  then  permit  them  to  be.  The  Major 
was  (truck  at  the  healthy  appearance  of  our 
failors,  and  was  furprized  to  fee  that  many  of 
them  had  no  other  covering  than  a ffiirt  and 
trowfers,  though  it  actually  fnowed  at  that  very 
inflant. 

Major  Behm  had  exprelfed  an  inclination  to 
vifit  the  ffiips  before  he  landed ; but,  being  in- 
formed that  Captain  Clerke  was  extremely  ill,  he 
thought  it  would  be  improper  to  difturb  him  at 
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fo  late  an  hour  5 it  being  then  after  nine  o’clock. 
Mr.  King  therefore  attended  him  to  the  ferjeant’s 
houfe,  and  afterwards  went  on  board  to  commu- 
nicate to  Captain  Clerke  what  had  happened  at 
Bolcheietfk.  He  was  much  concerned  to  find 
that,  during  his  abfence,  that  officer’s  health  was 
confiderably  impaired ; inftead  of  growing  better, 
as  we  flattered  ourfelves  it  might,  from  undif- 
turbed  repofe  in  the  harbour,  and  a milk  and 
vegetable  diet. 

The  next  morning,  Mr.  King  conduced  the 
Major  to  the  fliipsj  where  he  was  received  with 
every  poffible  mark  of  diftinftion,  and  faluted 
with  thirteen  guns.  He  was  attended  by  the 
commander  of  a Ruffian  galliot,  two  merchants 
fi  om  Bolcheretfk,  a mailer  of  a floop,  and  thfe 
prieft  of  the  village  of  Paratounca. 

Having  vifited  the  captain,  and  taken  a view 
of  the  two  lhips,  he  returned  to  dine  on  board 
the  Relolution.  In  the  courle  of  the  afternoon, 
the  curiofities  which  we  had  collected  were  fhewn 
him,  and  an  afiortment  of  each  article  prefented 
to  him  by  Captain  Clerke.  Here  we  cannot 
fupprefs  an  inftance  of  great  generofity  and  gra- 
titude in  our  failors;  who,  being  informed  of  the 
handfome  prefent  which  had  been  made  them  by 
the  Major,  voluntarily  requefted  that  their  crog 
might  be  withheld,  and  their  allowance  of  fpirits 
prefented  to  the  garrifon  of  Bolcheretfk  ; faying 
they  knew  brandy  was  extremely  fcarce  in  that 
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country,  the  foldiers  on  fliore  having  offered  four 
roubles  a bottle  for  it.  We  could  not  but  admire 
this  extraordinary  facrifice,  knowing  how  much 
the  failors  felt,  when  abridged  or  deprived  of 
their  grog.  Indeed,  they  never  had  that  article 
withheld  from  them  but  in  warm  weather,  that 
they  might  enjoy  a greater  proportion  when  it 
was  moft  neceffary  j but  this  generous  propofal 
would  deprive  them  of  it,  even  in  the  inclement 
feafon  we  had  naturally  to  expeft  in  our  northern 
expedition.  The  officers,  however,  would  not 
permit  them  to  fuffer  by  their  generofity,  and 
fubftituted,  in  the  room  of  the  fmall  quantity  of 
brandy,  which  the  Major  confented  to  accept,  an 
equal  quantity  of  rum.  A dozen  or  two  of  Cape 
wine  for  Madame  Behm,  and  fome  other  trifling 
prefents  which  we  were  enabled  to  make,  were 
accepted  with  great  politenefs.  The  tobacco  was 
diftributed  the  next  morning,  among  the  crews 
of  both  veffels ; every  man  that  chewed  or  fmoked 
tobacco  being  allowed  three  pounds,  and  the 
others  only  one. 

It  has  been  obferved  that  the  Major  had  re- 
figned  the  command  of  Kamtfchatka,  and  was 
fpeedily  to  repair  to  Peterfburgh ; and  he  now 
cxpreffed  his  willingnefs  to  convey  any  difpatches 
we  might  chufe  to  commit  to  his  care.  Such  an 
opportunity  was  not  to  be  neglected ; and  Cap- 
tain Clerke  requeued  him  to  take  the  charge  of 
iome  papers  relative  to  our  voyage,  to  the  Britifli 
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Ambafiador  at  the  Ruffian  court.  At  firft,  we 
intended  to  tranfmit  only  a concife  journal  of 
our  proceedings  ; but,  after  mature  conftderation. 
Captain  Clerke  was  of  opinion,  that  the  whole 
account  of  our  difcoveries  might  fafely  be  com* 
mitted  to  the  care  of  a man,  who  had  given  the 
ftrongeft  proofs  of  probity  and  virtue.  Confider- 
ing  alfo,  that  a very  hazardous  part  of  the  voyage 
was  ftill  to  be  performed,  he  refolved  to  fend, 
by  him,  the  whole  of  Captain  Cook’s  journal ; 
together  with  his  own,  from  the  death  of  that 
commander,  till  our  arrival  at  Kamtfchatka; 
and  alfo  a chart  of  our  difcoveries.  Mr.  Bayly 
and  Mr.  King  alfo  determined  to  fend  an  account 
of  our  proceedings  to  the  board  of  longitude. 
From  thefe  precautions,  had  any  accident  befallen 
us,  the  Admiralty  would  have  become  poffieffied 
of  the  principal  fadts  of  our  voyage.  It  was 
farther  refolved,  that  a fmaller  packet  ffiould  be 
difpatched  from  Okotfk,  which  the  Major  fup- 
pofed  would  reach  Peterfburgh  by  December  * 
and  that  he  expedted  to  arrive  there  himfelf  in 
February  or  March. 

The  Major  was  entertained  alternately  in  the 
two  fhips,  as  well  as  we  were  able,  the  three  fol- 
lowing days.  He  departed  on  the  25th,  and  was 
laluted  with  thirteen  guns ; the  failors,  at  their 
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own  requeft,  expreffing  their  regard  for  him  by 
three  cheers.  Mr.  King  and  Mr.  Webber  attend- 
ed him,  the  next  morning,  fome  few  miles  up 
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the  Awatfka  river,  where  the  Ruffian  pried  and 
his  family  were  waiting  to  bid  a lad  adieu  to  their 
commander. 

On  taking  our  leave  of  the  Major,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  fay,  whether. the  worthy  pried  and  his 
family  or  ourfelves  were  mod  affetded.  Though 
our  acquaintance  had  been  of  ffiort  duration,  his 
behaviour  had  infpired  us  with  thehighed  edeem, 
for  him  ; and  we  could  not  part  (perhaps  for 
ever)  with  one,  to  whom  we  were  under  fuch  in- 
finite obligations,  without  indulging  the  mod 
tender  feelings.  Exclufive  of  the  dores,  which 
might  probably  be  carried  to  a public  account, 
the  value  of  the  private  prefents  he  bedowed  on 
us,  mud  have  amounted  to  upwards  of  two  hun- 
dred pounds.  But,  however  extraordinary  this 
generofity  may  appear,  it  was  exceeded  by  his 
delicacy  in  conferring  favours,  and  his  ingenious 
endeavours  to  prevent  our  feeling  the  weight  of  ’ 
obligations,  which  he  knew  wre  were  unable  to 
requite.  In  fupporting  a public  character,  and 
maintaining  the  honour  of  his  fovereign,  he  is  dill 
more  entitled  to  our  admiration,  as  he  was  actuated 
by  lentiments  the  mod  noble  and, enlarged.  The 
fervice  in  which  we  were  engaged,  he  told  us, 
was  for  the  general  benefit  of  mankind  j and  en- 
titled us  to  the  offices  of  humanity,  and  the  pri- 
vileges of  citizens,  in  whatever  country  we  might 
be  driven.  That,  by  affording  us  fuch  relief  as  was 
in  his  power,  he  was  certain  that  he  was  a&ing 
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agreeably  to  the  wifhes  of  his  emprefs ; and  that 
he  could  not  fo  entirely  forget  her  character,  or 
his  own  honour,  as  to  barter  for  the  performance 
of  a duty.  Among  other  things,  he  faid,  he 
made  a particular  point  of  fetting  a good  example 
to  the  Kamtfchadales,  who  were  juft  emermn^ 
fi  om  a flate  of  barbarilmj  that  they  confidered 
the  Ruffians  as  their  patterns,  in  every  refpeft ; 
and  that  he  hoped  they  would,  in  future,  think  it 
a duty  incumbent  on  them  to  render  ftrangers 
every  afiiftance  in  their  power,  and  believe  it  to 
be  the  univerfal  practice  of  all  polifhed  and  civi- 
lized nations. 

The  Major  having,  fo  far  as  he  was  capable, 
relieved  our  prefent  diftreffes,  he  was  not  unmind- 
ful of  our  future  wants  ; and,  imagining  we  fhould 
not  be  able  to  difeover  the  paffage  we  were  in 
fearch  of,  and  that  we  fhould  return  to  Kamt- 
fchatka ; he  procured  from  Captain  Clerke,  the  • 
particulars  of  what  flour  and  cordage  he  fhould 
want,  promifing  to  fend  them  from  Okotfk,  to 
wait  our  arrival.  He  alfo  prefented  the  Captain 
with  a written  paper,  enjoining  every  Ruffian 
fubjed  to  affifl  us  to  the  utmofl  of  their  abilities. 


THE  END  OF  THE  THIRD  VOLUME, 


